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PREFACE. 


r-pHE  favourable  reception  of  our  former 
Volume,  and  the  recent  communication 
of  many  valuable  effays,  have  induced  the 
Society  to  publifh  another,  which  they  hope 
will  not  be  lefs  acceptable  to  the  community. 

The  plan  of  the  Society,  equally  liberal 
and  falutary  in  its  objefl,  has  engaged  the 
attention  of  a  fcientific  world  ;  a  very  con- 
fiderable  number  of  literary  charafters,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  having  evinced  their  ap¬ 
probation,  by  requefting  to  become  members 
of  it ;  and  by  offering  to  it  the  refult  of  their 
experience.  And  here  we  cannot  but  ac- 
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knowledge  with  pleafure,  the  favours  of  our 
correfponding  Members,  who  may  reft  aftured 
that  no  medical  communication  efcapes  the 
notice  of  the  Society  ;  and  that,  as  the  third 
volume  is  now  preparing  for  the  prefs,  the 
E flays  adjudged  for  Publication,  which  could 
not  be  comprized  in  the  preceding,  will  be 
inferted  in  the  fubfequent  volumes,  with  as 
much  dif patch  as  the  importance  of  fuch 
publications  may  admit. 

Many  correfponding  Members  having  po¬ 
litely  requeued  to  know,  what  fubferiptions 
are  due  to  the  Society  upon  their  admiftion, 
we  think  it  proper  here  to  remark,  that 
the  diflinftion  conferred  by  the  Society, 
entails  no  expence  on  our  correfpondents, 
being  the  refult  of  the  high  fenfe  the  Society 
entertain  ol  their  medical  abilities.  The  So- 
cietv,  however,  having  founded  a  Medical 
Library,  donations  to  promote  this  objefl  of 
their  inftitution,  will  be  gratefully  accepted. 
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Bcfides  the  Fothergillian  Medal,  which  is 
given  to  the  Author  of  the  beft  Efiay,  in  an- 
fwer  to  the  Prize  Oueftion  propofed  by  the 
Society,  two  filver  medals  are  annually  ad¬ 
judged  ;  one  to  the  Author  of  the  beft  Efiay, 
read  before  the  Society  within  the  year, 
written  by  a  Fellow*  ;  thefecond,  for  the  beft 
Efiay,  by  any  other  perfon. 


Two  filver  Medals  were  prefented  laft 
year  : 

One  to  Joshua  Walker,  M.  D.  Phyfi- 
cian  to  the  General  Infirmary  at  Leeds,  and 
C.  M.  S.  for  his  Memoir  on  the  Atrophia 
La&antium,  an  endemial  difeafe  prevalent 
in  and  about  Leeds,  in  Yorkfhire  : 

*  Any  Meri}bcr  who  reticles  within  feven  miles  of 
London. 


The 


The  other  to  Mr.  John  Shf.rwen,  of 
Enfield,  Surgeon,  and  C.M.S.  lor  his  hiftory 
of  the  Scirrho-contrafted  Re£lum,  and  Me¬ 
moirs  on  the  effefts  of  Emetic  Tartar,  and 
of  Arfenic,  by  abforption. 

0 

The  firft  of  thefe  Eflays  is  the  fourth  Ar¬ 
ticle  ;  and  the  three  lafl  form  the  fecond, 
twenty-fourth,  and  twenty-fifth  Articles  of 
the  prefent  Volume. 

The  filver  Medals  of  the  prefent  year  were 
adjudged,  one  to  Thomas  Perci  val,M.D. 
of  Manchefter :  his  papers,  containing  “  Ex- 
“  periments  on  the  folvent  powers  of  Cam- 
u  phor,  and  other  Mifcellaneous  Communi- 
“  cations and  “  Medical  Cautions  and 
i(  Remarks,  particularly  relative  to  Pulmo- 
nary  diforders are  the,  5th  and  26th  Ar¬ 
ticles  of  this  Volume. 

The 
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The  other  to  Mr.  Henry  Fearon, 
Surgeon.  His  Paper  entitled, Obfervations 
cc  on  Cancers,  is  the  38th  Article  of  this 
Volume. 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  men¬ 
tion,  that  the  Direftors  of  the  Humane  So¬ 
ciety  of  London,  having  propofed  a  gold 
and  a  filver  Medal  for  the  beft  original  Ef- 
fays  on  fufpended  Animation,  came  to  the 
following  Refolution,  on  the  pth  of  July 
1787. 

“  That  the  Medical  Society  of  London  be 
ce  refpeftfully  requeued  to  be  the  adjudica- 
“  tors  of  the  firft  Prize  Medals,  for  the  beft 
“  original  E  flays  on  fufpended  Animation, 
“  which  are  to  be  adjudged  the  fecond  week 
“  in  March  1788;  and  that  the  Regifter 
“  tranfmit  this  unanimous  Refolution  to  the 

$  Medical  Society,  and  report  their  anfwer 

to 


“  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Humane  So- 
"  ciety.” 

Agreeably  to  this  requefl:  the  decifion  was 
made,  and  the  Medals  publickly  delivered  to 

f 

the  fuccefsful  Candidates,  in  the  Society’s 
houfe,  on  the  26th  day  of  March,  1788. 

0 

In  recording  thefe  tranfaflions  of  the  Me¬ 
dical  Society,  we  trull;  every  Member  will 
feel  himfelf  more  warmly  interefted  in  the 
fupport  and  promotion  of  the  great  objett 

of  its  inllitution - the  Extension  of 

Medical  Science,  in  which  the  honour 
of  our  profellion,  and  the  happinefs  of  the 
community  are  infeparably  conne&ed. 
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LONDON. 


ARTICLE  I. 

0/ the  H y drophobia, from  a  Greek  manu- 
fenpt,  in  the  poffejfwn  of  J  a  m  e  s  S  i  m  s  ,  M .  D. 
President  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
L  o  n  d  o  n,  unth  a  tranfation  by  the fame. 

Read  January  21,  1788. 

AVING  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  procure 
a  large  number  of  ancient  Greek  manu- 
feripts  on  medicine,  many  of  which  are  hither¬ 
to  unpublifhed,  I  once  entertained  a  defign  of 
laying  before  the  Society  an  accurate  account 
of  the  whole ;  their  number  and  variety  has 
however  deterred  me  from  the  undertaking  at 
prefent ;  therefore  I  have  felefted  a  few  pages 
of  one  of  them,  principally  becaufe  it  contains 
feveral  hints  which  may  not  be  unworthy  of 
adopting.  I  have  long  thought  our  mode  of 
Vol.  II.  B  treating 
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MEMOIRS  -of  the 

treating  the  Hydrophobia  wrong ;  beyond  a 
doubt  it  is  completely  unfuccefsful. 

The  Orrnfkirk  medicine,  cinnabar  and 
mufk,  have  all  proved  themfelves  totally  inef¬ 
ficacious  ;  opium  in  the  largefl  quantities  has 
alfo  failed ;  nor  can  more  be  faid  for  bleeding,  * 
or  the  ufe  of  mercury. 

We  pretend  to  follow  the  directions  of  Cel- 
fus  in  relation  to  the  cold  bath,  yet  entirely 
neglect  the  mode  in  which  he  did  it,  and  alfo 
what  he  directs  immediately  to  fucceed  it; 
that  is,  plunging  the  perfon  into  a  bath  of  oil, 
to  prevent,  as  he  fays,  their  being  killed  by  the 
fpafms.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  in  this  coun¬ 
try  it  is  the  fpafms  that  ever  kill  the  patient. 
The  expence  of  a  bath  of  oil  has,  I  fuppofe, 
made  his  direftions  only  to  be  followed  in  part; 
Caclius  likewife  advifes  fri&ions  with  oil.  I 
have  long  refolved,  that  fhould  I  meet  with  a 
cafe  of  Hydrophobia ,  I  would  have  the  patient 
rubbed  all  over  repeatedly  with  oil,  and  like¬ 
wife  make  him  drink  it  very  copioufly.  There 
are  many  other  things  worth  notice  in  the 
manufeript,  which  is  not  lefs  valuable,  becaufc 
written  with  Hippocratic  concifenefs. 
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De  Hydrophobia. 

Hydrophobias  Caufae. 

Veteres  quidem  morbuin  lftum  filentio  prae- 
terierunt;  origincm  vero  (umpfifFe  videtur 
ex  duplici  caufa,  vel  a  rabidi  canis  morfu„ 
quo  fpuma  corpori  immittitur,  vel  ab  hu- 
moribus  ejufmodi  in  corpore  ingeneratis  un¬ 
de  exoriri  pollit  morbus.  Iiis  de  caufis  toto 
corpore  cum  fpiritu  et  gutture  exarefcentibus, 
fpafmus  necelle  eft  lublequatur.  Perofi  funt 
igitur  aqux  ftrepitum,  propter  ariditatem  or- 
ganorum  appetentium,  quae  nimia  liccitate 
diflicilius  moventur,  fin  autem  moveantur, 
dolore  afficiuntur.  Idcirco  a  potu  liquido- 
rum  maxime  abhorrent:  fimili  ratione  homi¬ 
nes  laboriofi  ab  ariditate  qua:  a  laboribus  ex- 
oritur  difhculter  moventur  ;  quia  in  omni 
cafu  propria  fanguinis  humiditas  facilis  mo- 
tus  caufa  eft, 

Hydrophobias  Signa. 

Oui  Hydrophobia  afficiuntur  omne  liqui- 
dum  pertimefeunt,  fia  ut  fi  quis  aquae  menti- 
onem  faciat,  repentino  impetu  fubfiliunt, 
cum  clamore,  trepidatione,  mctu,  algido  lu- 

dore. 
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dore,  ftridore  dentium.  Ingravefcente  autem 
morbo,  omnia  haec  fine  ulla  aquae  cogitatione 
patiuntur ;  turn  fi  quis  ore  fiftulae  fonum  i- 
mitetur  hunc  averfantur  ;  et  ftrepitum  aquae 
pertimefeunt ;  omnefque  repentini  ftrepitus 
graves  Hunt.  Verum  enimvero  tremor  ille 
non  perpetuus  eft,  at  fecundum  vim  animi 
imaginatricem  fupervenit.  Sub  dio refrigeran- 
tur.  Pulfum  autem  habent  crebrum,  et  a  mor, 
bo  penitus  comburuntur.  Et  fi  quis  potum 
afiert,  avertunt  oculos  clamitantes.  Ipfe  au¬ 
tem  fpiritus  flebilis  eft,  puerorum  inftar  na- 
tandi  imperitorum,  cum  ad  profundum  jam 
jam  lapfuri  funt.  Infequitur  autem  rabies 
cum  in  pejus  prolabuntur,  vox  debilis  et  la- 
tratio ;  illos  injuria  afiiciunt  qui prope  adflant. 
Sunt  autem  qui  morbi  faevientis  violentia 
fpafmis  cruciati  perierunt, 

Hydrophobias  Curatio. 

Hydrophobos  reclinare  facito  in  locis  ubi 
purarn  et  ferenam  habeant  auram.  Et  potum 
adminiftrare  omni  modo  ftudeto,  praefertim 
in  paroxyfmis.  Ifte  vero  potus  ex  aqua  melle 
mifta  fiat.  Ouod  ft  hoc  fieri  non  poteft,  mel 
coquatur,  donee  fpiffttate  ceri  fimile  fit,  dein 

(miniftri) 
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(miniflrC  quafi  vacua  doliola  fingentes,  et  ha?c 
aqua  implentes  obturantefquc,  dent  xgris  ad 

bibendum  ;  hoc  enim  modo,  fitimque  et  aridi- 

# 

tatem  corporum  mitagabunt  perinde  ac  mulfi 
opera.  Neque  hoc  modo  irritantur  tanquam 
adminiftratione  aqua?.  Cataplafmate  autem 
ftomaehum  et  thoracem  obducito  ex  algidis, 
vel  palma?  fruftu  cum  malis  cydoniis,  vel  pe- 
pone,  vel  ramentis  coloquintida?,  vel  vitibus, 
vel  vifco,  vel  portulaca,  vel  coriandro,  vel  fo- 
lano,  vel  fedo :  fingulis  horum  cum  pane, 
vel  farina?  glutine  commixtis.  Saepius  autem 
mutetur  cataplafma,  idoneo  tempore,  vel  pro 
dolentis  conditione.  At  in  fpafmis  miniflri 
teneant  manibus  a?grotantem,  et  ungant  lauro 
vel  hide,  vel  amaraco,  vel  mufto  cum  caflo- 
reo,  et  fimilibus.  Requiefcente  autem  morbo 
vefcantur  (Hydrophobi)  forbitionibus  et  cibis 
aquofis;  quibus  adjungatur  forbitio  e  ptifana 
colata,  cum  melle.  Ouicquid  autemadrnini- 
flratur  idoneum  fit.  Bibant  autem  mulfum. 
Theriaca  quoque  optima  eh.  Et  dentur  anti- 
doti  ex  duobus  piperibus  per  remifliones. 
Cum  vero  languent  a:groti,  hifce  remediis 
utimini,  una  cum  oleo;  vel  in  potu,  vel  in 
balani  forma;  balanus  autenr  intromittatur 

quantum 
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quantum  poteft  intimo,  nam  fi  propter  quam- 
cunque  caufam  vomitum  ciere  nolumus,  ad 
eatharfim  eunduin  eft.  Ubi  optimum  eft;  enema 
melleum  vel  e  coloquintida,  Ex  his  curatio  pe- 
tenda  eft  vel  menti  adhibenda  medicina.  Aux- 
ilium  tune  aegrotis  affert  virtute  praeditus  ex 
noftra  dea  monile.  Cum  vero  convalefcere 
incipiat  aeger,  afferantur  cibi  et  potus,  digeftu 
faciles,  et  f  tomachicas,  et  lenitivae.  Semperque 
efcae  quas  forbitionis  fpeciem  habent  optimae 
funt. 


ARTICLE  II. 
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Obfervations  on  the  S cirrho - co n traded  ReSlum : 
By  John  Sherwen,  of  Enfield,  Sur¬ 
geon,  and  C.  M.  S.  Communicated  by  J.  C. 
Lettsom,  M,  D.  &c. 

Read  July  1 6,  1787. 

H  E  difeafe  of  which  I  am  about  to 


^  treat  is  not  peculiar  to  any  fex;  but 
is,  I  believe,  pretty  generally  confined  to  pa¬ 
tients  in  an  advanced  period  of  life.  It 


comes 
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comes  on  in  the  mod  gradual  and  imper¬ 
ceptible  manner.  Slow  in  its  progrefs,  but 
terrible  in  its  confequences,  it  yields  not  to 
medical  allillance;  but  mull  under  the  bell 
management  become  ultimately  fatal.  It 
admits  however  of  palliation,  and  if  early 
difeovered,  will  alio  admit  of  the  lall  mo¬ 
ments  of  the  patient  being  relcued  from  un¬ 
availing,  millaken,  and  diftrelling  attempts 
to  cure.  It  is  therefore  an  object  worthy  of 
the  moll  ferious  attention  of  every  humane 
pradlitioner.  For  though  we  cannot  cure, 
it  is  our  duty  to  fmooth  the  bed  of  death, 
and  under  the  moll  unhappy  circumllances 
of  difeafe  to  prolong  life  as  far  as  lies  in 
our  power. 

There  is  no  difeafe  to  which  the  human 
frame  is  incident  that  is  more  liable  to  be 
mifunderflood;  diarrhoea,  dyfentery ,  tencfmus , 
cholic,  painful  diltenlion  of  the  abdomen,  in¬ 
flammation  in  the  bowels,  and  illiac  palhon, 
which  are  each  of  them  formidable  and  often 
dual  difeales  in  themfelves,  may  be  fuccellive 
fymptoms  only  of  the  feirrhous  rectum ,  Un¬ 
der  Ionic  one  ol  thele  appearances  it  is  highly 

prefumeable 
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prefumeable,  that  many  patients  have  died 
without  the  real  caufe  having  ever  been  afiign- 
cd  or  fufpe&ed.  And  even  when  it  is  fufpefted 
and  becomes  an  ob  jeft  of  manual  inveftigation, 
it  may  eafily  be  miftaken  for  an  enlargement 
of  the  proftrate  gland,  or  a  feirrhous  uterus . 

The  patient  gradually  experiences  a  diffi¬ 
culty  in  evacuating/im’j  of  a  thin  confiftence. 
There  is  a  principle  of  accommodation  in 
the  human  fyftem  which  enables  him  to  go  on 
for  a  great  length  of  time  without  applying 
for  aid.  As  the  paffage  becomes  obftrufted, 
the  faeces  acquire  a  thinner  confiftence,  and 
the  firft  complaint  which  he  makes  is  of  a 
loofenefs.  He  tries  fmall  dofes  of  rhubarb , 
which  perhaps  exciting  a  confiderable  dif- 
charge,  procure  relief ;  but  the  caufe  re¬ 
maining,  the  fymptoms  again  return.  He 
now  tries  coluinbo  root,Jimarouba ,  fmall  dofes 
of  ipecacuana ,  and  a  variety  of  medicines  re¬ 
commended  for  diarrhoea  or  dyjentery\  Thefe 
have  little  effeft,  and  he  continues  in  other 
refpefts  apparently  in  good  health.  His  ap¬ 
petite  is  but  little  impaired,  reiterated  fcanty 
evacuations,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  a  fuf- 

ficient. 
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ficient  quantity  to  keep  the  ftomach  eafy,  pre- 
ferve  a  fort  of  balance  in  the  inteflinal  canal ; 
but  by  degrees  the  cavity  of  the  gut  becomes 
Jefs  permeable.opiates  and  teflaceous  powders 
have  perhaps  been  had  recourfe  to,  and  the 
frequent  needing  to  ftool  abates.  The  pa¬ 
tient  and  his  friends  flatter  themfelves  that 
lie  is  getting  well.  But  he  now  gradually 
falls  off  in  his  appetite  for  food.  The  ab- 
fence  of  ftools  is  for  fome  time  attributed  to 
this  eaufe,  till  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen 
bv  degrees  acquires  a  remarkable  promi¬ 
nency,  attended  with  uncommon  rumbling 
of  wind  in  the  belly  like  the  gurgling  of 
water  in  a  bottle.  Thefe  two  laff  circum- 
flances  perhaps  afford  pathognomonic  fymp- 
toms  of  this  difeafe ;  more  efpecially  when 
accompanied  with  frequent  but  f canty  dif- 
chargcs  of  thin,  dark  coloured,  flimy  faeces; 
often  not  more  than  a  tca-fpoonf'ul,  feldom 
exceeding  at  one  difeharge  a  larger  quantity 
than  a  table-fpoonful.  But  to  return,  the 
patient  makes  feveral  inefleflual  attempts  to 
go  to  ftool,  and  if  lie  is  a  man  of  natural 
good  fenfe  and  penetration,  begins  to  fu(pe6l 
that  there  is  fome  mechanical  obftruction  to 

the 
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the  completion  of  his  wifhes.  His  phyfi- 
cian,  if  he  has  not  fooner  taken  up  this  idea* 
now  enters  heartily  into  it,  and  will  naturally 
fufpeft  an  accumulation  of  hardened  faeces , 
which  often  produce  for  a  long  time  the 
fame  fymptoms  as  a  real  fcirrhus  of  the  part. 
In  faft,  the  obfiruftion  in  both  cafes  is  me¬ 
chanical,  and  hardened  faces  in  the  reftum, 
too  bulky  to  be  evacuated,  almoft  always 
produce  a  loofenefs;  fcanty  evacuations  of 
thin  faeces ,  formed  from  the  retention  of  the 
general  contents  of  the  bowels,  every  now 
and  then  efcaping  paft  the  hardened  ball, 
keep  up  at  leaf!  the  appearance  of  a  loofe¬ 
nefs.  Under  this  idea  he  will  have  recourfe 
to  calomel  or  eaftor  oil,  and  will  perhaps 
fucceed.  If  the  obftru&ion  is  from  hardened 
faces ,  the  finger  generally  is  neceffary;  but 
when  it  proceeds  from  a  farrhous  gut,  the 
carthartic  may  poffibly  produce  a  plentiful 
difcharge  of  thin  faces ;  the  fymptoms  will 
for  a  time  fubfide,  but  by  degrees  they  will 
again  return;  there  will  again  be  a  conhant 
needing,  with  flimy  fcanty  evacuations,  and 
the  diforder  will  now  be  pronounced  a  te- 
nefmus.  If  an  attempt  is  made  to  throw  up 
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warm  water  or  milk  to  wafh  the  part  and 
leHen  irritation,  the  operator  will  experience 
the  fame  difficulty  in  getting  the  liquid  up 
which  the  unhappy  patient  hath  found  in 
expelling  the  contents  of  the  bowels.  If  a 
female  affiftant  performs  this  office  fhe  will 
tell  an  inattentive  practitioner,  that  it  goes 
up  very  well ;  but  the  whole  will  be  wafled 
and  received  in  the  cloths,  and  the  patient 
doubly  cheated,  firft,  of  ex  peeled  relief,  and 
fecondly,  difappointed  in  his  phvficians  ac¬ 
quiring  that  information  fo  client ial  to  his 
future  comfort.  If  a  furgeon  performs  this 
office,  he  will  find  upon  forcing  the  liquid 
into  the  gut,  that  a  few  ounces  will  appa¬ 
rently  pafs  well,  but  foon  a  forcing  down¬ 
wards  on  the  part  of  the  patient  takes  place, 
and  the  whole  will  return  into  the  bladder 
in  his  hand.  He  may  repeat  his  efforts  ten 
times,  and  the  regurgitation  will  as  often  fol¬ 
low,  and  perhaps  not  a  table  fpoonful  of  the 
enema  will  lie  loft.  At  laft  he  may  poffibly 
fuccecd,  the  enema  may  be  forced  beyond 
the  obftrufcted  part;  but  it  will  there  he  re¬ 
tained  an  unufual  length  of  time,  and  will 
come  away  at  laft  by  little  and  little.  In  the 
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Courfe  of  this  talk  he  will  doubtlefs  introduce 
his  finger,  and  will  flatter  himfelf  at  firfi  that 
he  feels  a  lump  of  hardened  faeces  ;  but  up¬ 
on  the  patient’s  bearing  down  forcibly,  he 
will  diftinftly  feel  the  coats  of  the  inteftine 
betwixt  his  finger  and  the  lump,  which  if  it 
happens  to  be  fituated  on  the  fide  of  the  gut 
in  contiguity  with  the  bladder,  he  may  con¬ 
ceive  to  be  an  enlarged  proftrate,  but  a  free 
dilcharge  of  urine  will  difcountenanee  fuch 
idea.  If  the  hardnefs  and  tumefaction  is  at¬ 
tached  to  the  cervix  uteri ,  or  the  back  part 
of  the  vagina ,  it  may  eafily  be  miftaken  for  a 
fcirrhous  uterus. 

By  degrees  a  total  fuppreflion  of  floors 
takes  place,  the  tumour  in  the  abdomen  en- 
creafes,  the  uncommon  rumbling  of  wind 

7  O 

becomes  more  audible,  fo  as  to  engage  the 
attention  of  the  friends  and  vifitants  of  the 
patient.  The  diftenfion  gradually  encreafes, 
till  the  fiomach  is  opprefled  and  a  vomiting 
comes  on,  The  vomiting  is  not  very  fre¬ 
quent  at  firfi,  but  by  degrees  every  thing 
fwallowed  is  vomited  up ;  fevere  pains  are 
felt  from  diftenfion  in  various  parts  of  the 

abdomen. 
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abdomen,  and  a  true  illiac  paffion  of  the 
chronic  kind  comes  on,  and  continues  as 
long  as  the  patient  lives,  unlefs  he  is  acci¬ 
dentally  relieved  by  a  free  difeharge  of  thin 
faces,  which  will  fometimes  unfufpe£tedly 
give  a  refpite  to  his  fuiTcrings.  In  confe- 
quence  of  which,  the  appetite  for  food  will 
again  return,  the  patient  will  again  appear 
to  be  getting  well ;  but  the  anxious  lolici- 
tude  of  his  friends  at  this  period  will  urge 
him  to  get  down  confiderable  quantities  of 
generous  nourilhmcnt,  till  at  lad  a  repetition 
of  the  fame  feene  takes  place,  and  the  un¬ 
happy  man  is  alternately  tantalized  and 
worn  out  either  by  a  (toppage  or  a  purging. 

If  afhflance  is  not  called  in  till  the  patient 
arrives  at  this  deplorable  hate  of  the  difeafe, 
the  want  of  (tools,  the  great  pain,  vomiting, 
and  tenfenefs  of  the  abdomen,  may  be  pro¬ 
nounced  an  inflammation  of  the  bowels,  or 
an  illiac  paflion  of  the  acute  kind.  If  pow¬ 
erful  means  are  employed  under  fuch  idea, 
it  is  eafy  to  conceive  that  the  lafl  moments 
of  the  patient  muft  be  rendered  doubly  dif- 
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The  conftant  needing  to  (tool  which  at¬ 
tends  this  diforder,  may  be  diftinguiftied  from 
a  common  tenefmus  by  attending  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  circumftances.  A  common  tenefmus 
is  generally  fudden  in  its  attack,  or  it  follows 
fevere  purgings  or  dyfenteries,  where  the  pre¬ 
ceding  circumftances  have  been  well  defined* 
It  is  often  the  confequence  of  draftie  cathar¬ 
tics,  and  is  always  attended  with  confiderable 
pain,  and  moft  frequently  with  a  mucus  dif- 
charge  tinged  with  blood,  inftead  df  faeces i 
whereas  that  which  accompanies  the  fcirrhous 
reEtum  is  attended  with  little  or  no  pain,  but 
with  powerful  ineffectual  (trainings;  during 
which,  there  will  often  be  a  difcharge  of  wind, 
and  the  mucus  fqueezed  out  is  (limy,  but  al¬ 
ways  more  or  lefs  black  and  excrementitious* 
very  feldom  tinged  with  blood.  In  the  com¬ 
mon  tenefmus ,  the  impetus  feems  entirely  fpent 
on  the  fphintder  ani ,  and  there  is  more  or  lefs 
of  a  protufion  of  the  gut :  but  in  the  (training 
from  a  fcirrhous  reEtum ,  the  patient  is  not 
fenfible  of  that  extreme  diftrefs  at  the  funda¬ 
ment  which  is  experienced  in  the  other,  and 
as  loon  as  a  fmall  portion  of  excrementitious 
mucus  is  voided,  he  is  able  to  rife  immediately 
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from  the  flool;  but  in  a  common  tencfmus  he 
is  under  a  neceffity  of  (training  long,  even  alter 
the  expul fion  of  all  that  he  knows  from  his 
feelings  will  at  that  effort  be  evacuated,  and 
after  he  is  able  to  rife  from  the  ffool  there  Hill 
continues  a  burning  pungent  fenfation,  urging 
to  a  continued  expulfion.  Whereas  in  the  te- 
nefmus  of  which  I  am  treating,  after  the  patient 
has  (trained  hard,  whenever  a  fmall  quantity 
of  thin  faeces  arrives  at  the  anus,  it  is  fquirted 
out  with  flight  efforts,  and  little  or  no  unea- 
linefs  follows ;  nor  does  the  countenance  (hew 
that  extreme  diffrefs  attendant  on  the  fpaj- 
modic Jlriflure  of  a  common  tcnefmus . 

When  the  preceding  fymptoms  have  not 
been  known,  it  will  be  lefs  eafy  to  diftinguifh 
this  malady  from  the  true  volvulus ,  or  acute 
illiac  paffion.  It  is  prefumed,  however,  that 
they  may  be  thus  diferiminated :  this  ob- 
.ftruftion  being  fituated  within  a  few  inches 
of  the  extremitv  of  the  inteltinal  canal,  does 
not  produce  fuch  enormous  pain,  fuch  exqui- 
fite  anxiety,  as  when  it  is  feated  higher  up,  or 
in  the  fmall  inteftines;  nor  do  the  powers  of 
life  fo  foon  give  way.  The  patient  fwallows 

.  food, 
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food,  he  retains  it  fome  time,  and  is  apparently 
nourifhed  by  it,  for  his  pulfe  keeps  up  in  a 
furprifing  manner,  and  the  phyfician  may 
pronounce,  day  after  day,  that  his  patient  is 
far  from  being  arrived  near  the  termination  of 
his  bufferings,  for  which  however  he  ardently 
longs.  But  in  the  true  illiac  pafhon  from  in¬ 
flammation,  intus-fufeeption ,  or  incarceration  in 
the  fmall  inteftines,  the  powers  of  life  almoft 
immediately  fink,  the  countenance  is  deferip- 
tive  of  mifery,  the  pains  are  intolerable,  the 
patient  toffes  and  writhes  his  body  to  and 
fro,  and  whatever  is  fwallowed,  is  inftan- 
taneoufly  returned ;  in  a  fhort  time  a  ceffation 
of  pain  takes  place,  and  the  fkilful  obferver 
can  almoft  to  a  certainty  predict  the  hour  of 
diffolution,  at  the  time  that  the  friends  and 
the  patient  are  even  beginning  to  flatter  them- 
felves  with  hopes  of  his  recovery. 

As  foon  as  we  are  able  to  afeertain  the  true 
nature  of  this  diforder,  it  will  be  neceffary  to 
make  the  patient  fenfible  of  it,  and  thoroughly 
underhand  it,  that  his  ideas  may  go  along 
with  ours,  and  co-operate  in  the  future  plan 
for  his  comfort.  Nor  will  this  be  veryeafily 

C  2  accom- 


20 


MEMOIRS  of  the 

accomplifhed;  it  mud  appear  paradoxical  to 
the  patient,  who  has  long  known  himfelf  to  be 
affli&ed  with  a  loofenefs,  to  be  told  that  it  is 
neeefiary,  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  to 
confine  himfelf  to  that  regimen,  which  com¬ 
mon  experience  points  out  as  mod  likely  to 
procure  an  open  belly.  And  even  admitting 
that  we  have  gained  over  the  underdanding  of 
the  patient,  we  fhall  be  liable  dill  to  inter¬ 
ruption,  from  the  intrufion  of  w^ell-meaning 
friends  and  neighbours,  with  whom  a  perpe¬ 
tual  war  mud  be  waged. 

Food  which  contains  the  greated  quantity 
of  notirifhment  in  the  dualled  compafs,  fhould 
be  ufed,  cautioudy  avoiding  every  article  of 
this  kind  which  is  of  a  condipating  quality. 
It  fhould  be  taken  frequently,  but  fparingly. 
All  folid  food,  and  particularly  bread,  pudding, 
and  farinaceous  fubdances,  which  contribute 
to  bulky  motions,  fiiould  be  totally  laid  afide. 
Milk,  which  may  be  confidercd  as  chyle  al¬ 
ready  made,  would  be  excellent  nourifhment, 
but  there  are  fome  reafons  to  fufpett  that  it  is 
often  productive  of  hardened  fceces:  its  ufe 
therefore  mud  be  determined  by  the  former 
habits  of  the  patient  when  in  health.  Jellies 
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and  rich  broths  will  afford  confiderable  nou- 
rifhment,  and  will  depofite  little  that  is  not 
capable  of  palling  off  by  the  kidneys.  It  is 
impoffible,  a  priori,  to  fay  how  long  the  hu¬ 
man  fyftem  may  be  comfortably  fupported 
under  fuch  diet,  with  very  fcanty  evacuations 
by  the  anus.  It  is  certain  that  men  have 
lived,  in  good  health  and  fpirits,  a  fortnight 
without  voiding  any  ftool  whatever,  notwith- 
ftanding  they  have  eaten  and  drank  during 
the  whole  time  with  good  appetite.  If  this 
plan  Ihould  be  adopted  whilft  the  reflum  is 
in  part  pervious,  the  very  fcanty  evacuations 
will  bear  a  much  larger  proportion  to  the 
ingefta,  than  when  food  of  various  kinds  is 
indiferiminately  and  plentifully  fwallowed. 

1 

I  have  already  mentioned  a  certain  accom¬ 
modating  difpofition  in  the  animal  ceconomy, 
by  which  it  becomes  reconciled  to  new  fitua- 
tions.  It  is  worth  while  to  pay  more  attention 
to  this  circumftance  here,  becaufe  upon  this 
accommodating  difpofition  I  build  my  hope 
of  rendering  the  laft  moments  of  the  patient 
fupportable.  As  the  gut  contratts,  the  con¬ 
tents  of  the  bowels  are  impeded  in  their  pro- 
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grefs,  they  undergo  a  degree  of  fermentation, 
the  faces  become  thinner,  a  large  quantity  of 
air  is  generated,  the  bowels  are  thereby  gra¬ 
dually  dihended,  and  the  patient  goes  on  with 
little  inconvenience  for  a  confiderable  length 
of  time.  At  lah  there  is  a  total  fuppreflion 
of  hools,  and  foon  after,  the  homach  begins 
to  regurgitate.  That  progreffive  motion  of 
the  bowels,  called penjlaltic,  ceafes  to  operate 
downwards;  by  degrees  it  takes  a  contrary 
turn,  and  a tts  as  regularly  upwards.  And 
even  now  under  thefe  unhappy  circumftances, 
if  the  patient  is  left  to  nature,  he  will  feed,  he 
will  be  nourifhed  ;  the  difeharges  of  urine  and 
perl  pi  ration  will  go  on,  and  the  flomach  will 
rejeft  what  it  is  not  capable  of  di  getting; 
How  long  life  may  be  thus  fuhained  when 
medicine  is  difufed  is  unknowm.  It  mu  If  be 
acknowledged,  that  life  under  fuch  circum- 
ttances  cannot  be  delirable;  hill,  however,  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  phyfician  to  prolong  that 
life  to  the  utmoh  of  his  power,  and  to  ufe  his 
beh  endeavours  to  lighten  the  ahlittion  of  the 
unhappy  patient,  and  thereby  to  enable  him 
the  better  to  lubmit  to  the  difpenfations  of 
providence. 

C  4  In  * 
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In  this  laft  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  every  cathar¬ 
tic  becomes  a  diflrefhng  emetic,  and  fhould 
doubtlefs  be  no  longer  ufed.  Indeed,  admit¬ 
ting  that  the  perijlaltic  motion  of  the  bowels 
was  not  inverted,  yet  when  the  flop  page  is 
complete,  there  will  be  the  fame  objection  to 
cathartics,  which  forcibly  ftrike  us  in  regard  to 
the  ufe  of  diuretics  in  a  fupprefhon  of  urine. 
Diuretics  in  fuch  cafes  counteraft  the  accom¬ 
modating  difpolition  of  the  animal  ceconomy ; 
they  Simulate  the  kidnies  to  a  larger  fecre- 
tion  of  urine,  and  the  bladder  of  courfe  every 
moment  becomes  more  and  more  diflended ; 
whereas,  if  diuretics  and  diluents  were  totally 
difufed,  abforption  would  confiderably  relieve 
the  patient,  and,  perhaps,  enable  him  to  fup- 
port  life  till  more  effectual  relief  might  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  mechanical  means.  Catheters  and 
# 

bougies  for  a  fupprefhon  of  urine  are  in  the 
hands  of  every  praftitioner,  and  thefe  may 
doubtlefs  be  contrived  (particularly  the  elaf- 
tic  ones)  to  give  relief  in  a  fupprefhon  of  thin 
flools.  Strongly  imprefled  with  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  this  idea,  I  beg  leave  to  lay  the  follow¬ 
ing  cafe  before  the  Medical  Society,  together 
with  the  difeafed  part,  which  I  have  fent  for 
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their  infpeftion;  as,  I  trufl,  they  will  clearly 
(hew,  not  only  the  pra&icability,  but  the 
abfolute  neceflity,  for  fome  attempt  of  this 
kind. 


Cafe  of  a  feirrhous  Rdtuni. 

ELIZABETH  SHAKESHAFT,  aged 
52,  a  woman  of  a  thin  and  fallow  counte¬ 
nance,  applied  to  me  about  the  latter  end 
of  the  year  1786,  for  a  pain  in  her  bowels, 
which,  upon  alking  her  fome  queftions,  and 
from  obferving  fome  little  unufual  promi¬ 
nence  of  the  abdomen,  I  apprehended  arofe 
from  a  want  of  flools,  notwithftanding  (lie 
had  fome  degree  of  loofenels  upon  her.  She 
was  confiderably  relieved  by  a  dole  of  cajior 
oil .  In  two  or  three  weeks  (he  was  obliged 
to  apply  to  me  again,  and  was  again  reliev¬ 
ed  in  the  fame  manner.  The  fame  fymptoms 
conllantly  recurring  about  the  fame  diftance 
of  time,  induced  me  to  pay  more  particular 
attention  to  her  complaints.  I  now  preferr¬ 
ed  calomel,  which  afted  very  brifkly,  and 
with  the  help  of  an  anodyne  draught,  gave 
her  confiderable  relief.  The  difeharge  was 
dark-coloured,  but  free  from  lumps.  As 
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ufual,  however,  about  the  fame  didance  of 
time,  (he  was  again  obliged  to  apply  for  af- 
fdlance,  and  begg’d  to  have  another  dofe  of 
the  little  fpitfire  powder,  as  fhe  called  the 
calomel.  I  now  began  to  pay  a  drift  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  difcharge  of  faeces  when  fhe  was 
not  under  the  operation  of  cathartics,  and 
found  them  fuch  as  I  have  already  defcribed 
in  my  general  remarks  on  this  difeafe,  which 
will  render  a  minute  defcription  of  the  cafe 
lefs  neceffary  here.  I  was  now  convinced 
that  the  complaint  proceeded  from  fome  me¬ 
chanical  obdruftion  ;  though  this  could  not 
be  accurately  ascertained  by  examination 
with  the  dnger,  the  point  of  which,  upon 
her  bearing  down  ftrongly,  jud  reached  a 
fubdance  unufually  folid  :  upon  introducing 
a  dnger  into  the  vagina ,  the  os  tincce  wras 
didinftly  felt  apparently  in  its  natural  date, 
but  clofely  attached  to  it ;  and  a  very  little 
nearer,  the  fame  folid  fubdance  -was  felt 
which  oppofed  itfelf  to  the  dnger  in  the  rec¬ 
tum.  I  fatisded  myfelf  that  it  was  not  hard- 
ned  fceces ,  but  fufpefted  it  to  be  an  irregular 
enlargment  of  the  uterus . 
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Being  now  convinced  that  the  cafe  would 
go  on  from  bad  to  worie,  I  earned  ly  folicited 
her  to  procure  advice  in  London  ;  but  to 
my  great  concern,  having  implicit  confid¬ 
ence  in  myfelf,  (he  long  objefled  :  till  at  lad 
a  humane  Lady  in  her  neighbourhood  afking 
my  opinion  of  the  complaint,  I  pronounced 
it  an  incurable  one  :  alluring  her,  that  either 
from  a  fcirrhous  womb  or  fome  folid  fub- 
ffance  obdrucfing  the  gut,  there  was  not  a  dif¬ 
fident  padage  for  natural  figured  {tools,  and 
that  I  knew  of  no  means  even  for  temporary 
relief  befides  purging  medicines  and  thin 
diet.  Upon  this  alarming  prognodic  it  was 
determined  to  remove  her  to  London,  from 
whence  at  fird  we  received  very  battering  ac¬ 
counts,  viz.  that  fhe  had  had  (tools,  that  her 
appetite  was  returned,  and  that  die  was  re¬ 
covering  fad.  Ten  days, however,  were  hard¬ 
ly  elapfed,  before  a  very  different  account 
was  brought  down  :  we  were  now  informed, 
that  the  diforder  had  taken  a  new  turn,  that 
it  had  got  up  into  her  domach,  and  that  fhe 
was  worfe  than  fhe  had  ever  been  before. 
Anxious  to  put  hcrlelf  again  under  my  care, 
fhe  returned  to  Enfield  in  the  beginning  of 
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April.  I  was  not  lurprifed  to  End  her  with 
frequent  hiccups,  violent  pains,  an  enlarged 
abdomen,  and  a  total  fupprelEon  of  Eools. 
Her  flomach  immediately  rejeCted  caftor  oil, 
and  her  favorite  medicine  calomel  ceafed  to 
take  effeCl.  I  mull  here  candidly  confefs, 
that  had  this  been  my  Erft  introduction  to 
the  cafe,  I  fhould  not  have  fufpeCied  the 
true  caufe  of  the  fymptoms.  Some  inef¬ 
fectual  attempts  having  been  made  to  give 
relief  by  means  of  tobacco  clyfters  and  tal¬ 
low  candles,  (he  was  refign’d  to  her  fate  : 
and  it  will  be  fufEcient  to  add,  that  file  lin¬ 
gered  twenty-four  days  without  palling  a 
Engle  tea-fpoonful  of  faces.  Towards  the 
conclufion  of  the  fcene,  I  was  happy  in  hav¬ 
ing  an  opportunity  of  carrying  Dr.  Lettfom 
to  be  a  witnefs  of  it.  The  DoCtor,  ever  ready 
to  give  his  alfiltance  to  the  poor,  judicioufly, 
but  in  vain,  examined  the  navel  and  the 
groins,  leaE  any  fmall  unobferved  hernia 
might  have  given  rife  to  the  lymptoms.  On 
the  10th  of  May  fhe  expired. 

The  body  was  opened  the  next  day  in  the 
prefence  of  Mr.  Connop,  an  ingenious  fur- 
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g eon,  and  the  appearances  upon  diffeftion 
were  as  follow  : 

The  flomach  and  the  whole  inteflinal  ca¬ 
nal  were  turgid  with  flatus.  There  were  evi¬ 
dent  marks  of  inflammation  on  the  external 
coats  of  th e  colon,  and  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
fmall  inteftines.  There  was  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  thin,  yeafty,  frothy,  dark-coloured 
faces  in  the  colon.  We  found  the  feat  of  the 
difeafe  where  the  colon  ends  and  the  rectum 
begins;  the  gut  was  thickened  and  confider- 
ably  enlarged,  but  its  cavity  at  the  fame 
time  fo  much  obliterated,  that  when  Mr, 
Connop  poured  water  into  the  fuperior  part 
of  the  gut  through  a  funnel,  it  was  with 
fome  difficulty  that  it  filtered  through  the 
thickened  intefline.  When  the  parts  were 
di hefted  out,  it  meafured  exactly  five  inches 
and  a  half  from  the  anus  to  the  beginning  of 
the  tumor,  which  extended  five  inches  and 
a  half  further  up,  and  appeared  to  be  about 
ten  ounces  in  weight.  Upon  flitting  the 
intefline  to  the  thickened  and  contrafted 
part,  it  had  the  appearance  each  way  of  an 
os  tinea,  but  was  not  in  the  nature  of  a  com¬ 
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mon  intusfufceptio .  The  uterus  was  remark¬ 
ably  fmall,  and  attached  to  the  thickened 
gut  which  extended  a  very  little  below  the 
vs  tincce .  I  tried  in  vain  to  pafs  a  fmall 
bougie  through  the  contrafted  part  of  the 
inteftine,  but  it  yielded  to  and  was  dilatable 
by  the  finger.  In  the  living  fubjeft  this 
might  probably  have  been  effe&ed  by  pafling 
a  common  probang  up  the  reElum :  or  we 
might  have  fucceeded  by  the  ufe  of  bougies 
of  different  fizes,  made  of  horn,  fmoothly 
polifhed,  which  I  would  certainly  try  in  fu¬ 
ture  in  any  fimilar  cafe.  This  fubftance,  by 
long  boiling  in  water,  becomes  foft  and  pli¬ 
able,  and  will  retain  its  foftnefs  fome  time 
after  it  is  removed  from  the  boiling  water. 
It  will  adapt  itfelf  to  the  natural  curvature 
of  the  pelvis ,  and  (hould  be  carried  on  to  the 
obfirufted  part  flowly,  gently,  and  fteadily, 
with  the  utmoft  tendernefs  and  circum- 
fpe&ion,  but  at  the  fame  time  with  fufficient 
force  and  refolution.  There  are  cafes  of 
fuppreflion  of  urine  in  which  bougies  of 
horn,  foftened  by  means  of  boiling  water, 

would  probably  adapt  themfelves  to  the 

\ 

part,  and  give  much  relief.  The  great  dan- 


ger  will  be  in  the  point  of  the  bougie  afting 
upon  a  fold  of  the  inteftine,  clofe  to  the  en¬ 
trance  into  the  obdruCtion.  If  it  once  paflcs 
through  the  obdru&ed  part,  there  will  be  a 
plentiful  difcharge  of  thin  fceces ,  and  the 
diforder  will  be  again  brought  back  to  a 
diarrhcea,  in  which  date  every  poffible  means 
confident  whth  fupporting  the  drength  of 
the  patient  fhould  be  uled  to  continue  it. 
There  are  many  indances  of  daily  purgings  , 
being  fupported  many  years  by  old  perfons; 
and,  perhaps,  there  is  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that 
fuch  purgings  often  arife  from  a  fimilar  con¬ 
traction  in  the  rctlum. 

I  will  here  candidly  confefs,  that  I  have 
myfelf  attempted  to  cure  fuch  a  purging 
from  a  fcirrhous  rettum,  which  attempt  pro¬ 
duced  a  dangerous  doppage.  The  purging 
wras  again  brought  back  by  cador  oil,  and 
the  patient  relieved.  It  was  again  flopped, 
and  the  doppage  followed  by  tumefaction 
of  the  abdomen,  rumbling  of  wdnd  in  the 
bowrels  as  already  defended,  and  regurgita¬ 
tion  from  the  domach.  I  have  feen  this 
patient,  after  twenty  hard  draining  motions, 

void 
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void  only  as  many  drops  of  dime,  tinged 
with  faeces .  The  purging  was  a  fourth  time 
brought  back  by  means  of  caftor  oil,  but 
the  ftrength  of  the  patient  io  much  ex- 
haufied  that  he  did  not  long  furvive  it.  To 
be  more  particular  in  this  would  be  “  ince- 
dere  fuper  ignes,  fuppofitos  cinere  dolofo 
fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  after  the  firft  ftoppage, 
my  prognofiics  were  confirmed  in  every 
future  ftage  of  the  complaint ;  and  that 
knowledge  acquired,  which  I  have  here  en¬ 
deavoured  faithfully  to  communicate.  And 
happy  (hall  I  be,  if  this  imperfett  fketch  of 
a  difeafe,  which  I  have  reafon  to  think  is  not 
generally  known,  (hall,  in  any  future  in- 
fiance,  be  the  means  of  a  timely  difcovery 
of  its  true  nature  and  caufe ;  on  a  knowledge 
of  which,  depend  the  right  management  and 
future  comfort  of  the  patient  s  life. 
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ARTICLE  III. 

•  *  *  v  '  • 

Hiflory  of  two  Cafes  of  Hy  da  tides  Ren  ales:  By 
J.  C.  Lettsom,  M.  D.  & c. 

J  '  f  0  t  9  * 

Read  January  14,  1788. 

•  •  *  #  a 

Case  I. 

J  TAYLOR,  Efq.  a  gentleman  of  3 ci 
years  of  age,  was  thrown  from  his  horfe, 
in  the  month  of  February,  1780,  by  which 
he  received  an  injury  on  the  lumber  region, 
and  from  the  copious  difeharge  of  bloody 
urine  which  fucceeded,  it  was  imagined  that 
fome  vellels  were  ruptured  near  the  left  kid¬ 
ney.  After  the  firil  fortnight,  he  felt  no 
pain,  and  performed  all  the  funtiions  of  na¬ 
ture,  as  in  a  found  hate,  though  fomewhat 
reduced  in  flrcngth  by  confinement  and  low 
diet.  In  the  month  of  June  following;  he  con- 
fultcd  me  on  account  of  a  troubleforne  cough, 
attended  with  expectoration  of  blood,  which 
he  alcribcd  to  the  previous  accident,  as  being 
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the  only  probable  recolleftion ;  the  cough 
was  removed,  after  fome  months  attention, 
and  he  again  enjoyed  a  tolerable  fhare  of 
health.  In  the  autumn  of  the  fame  year  he 
found  himfelf  fo  well  recovered,  that  he 

was  enabled  to  bear  violent  exercife  on 

.  - 

horfeback,  infomuch  that  the  recolleftion 
of  his  accident  was  almoft  effaced,  nor  had 
he  any  painful  fymptom  of  his  late  diforder 
till  about  three  years  afterwards. 

In  the  month  of  December  1783,  he  was 
fuddenly  feized  with  a  {hivering,  and  felt  a 
violent  return  of  the  lumber  pain,  extending 
to  the  fcite  of  the  left  kidney :  in  a  few  days 
he  perceived  a  turgefcence  or  enlargement 
in  the  hypochondrium ,  which  continued  gra¬ 
dually  encreafmg  until  the  latter  end  of  the 
month  of  February  1784,  a  fpace  of  nine 
weeks :  after  the  firft  month,  the  tumor  was 
fo  little  painful,  that  he  was  enabled  to  take 
a  journey  of  130  miles,  to  London,  to  con- 
fult  me  upon  his  cafe. 

♦ 

Upon  examining  the  tumor,  from  obvious 

fluctuation  on  the  touch,  it  evidently  con- 

D  tained 
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tained  a  fluid :  it  extended  from  the  verte¬ 
brae  of  the  back  along  the  left  hypochondnum 
to  the  umbilical  region,  and  occupied  the 
whole  fpace  from  the  ribs  to  the  os  innomi - 
natum:  in  magnitude  it  felt  as  large  as  an 
infant’s  head. 

As  the  fwelling  augmented,  the  pain  en- 
creafed,  and  the  patient  fuffered  confider- 
ably  from  the  aftion  of  walking  or  motion 
in  general;  but  hitherto  no  rigors  were  ob- 
ferved,  and  the  pain  was  fo  far  mitigated  by 
a  mild  anodyne,  as  to  render  it  no  ways  in¬ 
tolerable;  till  at  length  fome  difficulty  of 
making  water  came  on,  and  for  many  hours 
a  total  obflruflion :  in  this  fuuation,  Sur¬ 
geons  of  the  firlt  eminence  were  confulted, 
to  determine  how  far  it  would  be  advifeable 
to  make  an  incifion  in  the  fide  and  perforate 
the  cyfi,  in  order  to  take  off'  the  prefTure  on 
the  bladder,  and  obviate  the  fatal  event 
which  the  retention  of  urine  threatened  : 
this  was  on  the  20th  of  February ;  the  re- 
fult  was,  that,  from  the  uncertainty  of  the 
fituation  of  the  tumor  with  refpeft  to  the 
inteflines  which  were  fufpcfted  to  take  a 
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curve  over  its  anterior  furface,  as  well  as 
from  the  rifk  of  expofing  fuch  parts  to  the 
external  air,  the  operation  was  protrafted ; 
and  the  ufual  opiate  of  the  patient  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  encreafed  in  the  evening,  which 
was  the  chief  remedy,  befides  the  ufe  of 
cicuta,  and  anodyne  clyfters. 

He  palfed  a  painful  night,  fuffering  fre¬ 
quent  and  violent  rigors ;  but  early  in  the 
morning  experienced  the  mod  happy  relief* 
by  a  difcharge  of  a  large  quantity  of  thick 
pus  with  the  urine,  which  was  followed  the 
next  day,  by  that  of  pus  and  numerous 
hydatides. 

In  a  few  days  the  tumor  fubfided,  and  the 
purulent  difcharge  ceafed ;  after  this  he  con¬ 
tinued  recruiting  in  ftrength  for  nearly  a 
fortnight,  when  his  fide  enlarged  again,  af¬ 
ter  exercife  in  a  coach,  probably  by  a  large 
hydatide  flopping  up  the  ureter  :  rigors  and 
flranguary  lucceeded  as  before,  and  the  tu¬ 
mor  became  as  large  as  in  the  firfl  inltance, 
till  the  latter  end  of  March,  when  he  expe¬ 
rienced  a  fecond  difcharge  in  every  refpefl 

D  2  like 
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like  the  former,  excepting  the  hydatides 
being  much  larger. 

His  health  and  flrength  again  returned, 
until  his  fide  filled  a  third  time,  after  excr- 
cife  on  horfeback  ;  and  continued  Iwelling 
until  the  25th  of  April,  when  he  was  again 
relieved  by  a  third  difeharge,  and  thefe 
hydatides  were  confiderably  larger  than  thofe 
of  the  preceding  attack. 

The  paffages  now  became  fo  open,  that 
he  frequently  difeharged  the  hydatides  alter 
walking  or  riding,  without  enlargement  or 
pain  of  the  fide ;  or,  if  he  felt  uneafy,  or 
perceived  a  tendency  to  tumefcence,  by 
prefling  his  hand  upon  the  fide,  he  could 
fqueeze  them  into  the  bladder,  where  they 
would  remain  fome  time  before  they  were 
difeharged;  but  the  hydatides  became  at 
length,  fo  confiderable  in  fize,  that  it  was 
with  great  difficulty,  they  paffed  the  urethra. 
The  laft  that  he  voided  was  on  the  12th  day 
of  July,  which  was  fo  very  large,  that  it 
flopped  up  the  urethra,  and  remained  in  it 
for  a  confiderable  time,  until  the  weight  of 
the  accumulated  urine  forced  it  away. 
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The  earlieft  hydatides  burft  in  their  exit ; 
and  they  gradually  encreafed  in  magnitude 
in  every  fucceffive  difcharge ;  the  firft  that 
he  palFed  not  being  bigger  than  the  fkin  of 
a  green  pea,  and  the  laft  about  the  fize  of 
a  pullet’s  egg. 

Since  this  laft  difcharge,  his  health  gradu¬ 
ally  recovered,  he  enjoyed  without  the  leaft 
inconvenience,  the  chace,  and  every  other 
fpecies  of  exercife  as  well  as  ever  he  did. 

During  the  whole  progrefs  and  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  difeafe,  very  little  medicine  was 
admimltered,  except  cicuta,  gum  arabic, 
clyfters  and  anodynes.  He  once  took  an 
emetic,  when  the  tumor  became  uneafy, 
previous  to  the  fecond  difcharge,  and  which 
fcemed  to  haften  the  eruption  of  the  hyda¬ 
tides.  Bark  was  tried,  but  with  manifeft  in¬ 
convenience  between  the  eruptions,  and  was 
left  off.  After  the  laft  difcharge,  it  feemed 
beneficial,  as  well  as  aftes  milk. 

Particular  attention  was  paid  to  diet, 
which  confifted  of  fmooth  emollient  farina¬ 
ceous  drinks,  or  very  thin  animal  broths. 

D  3  From 
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From  the  hiflory  of  the  difeafe,  there  re¬ 
mains  very  little  doubt,  but  that  it  originated 
in  the  kidney,  where  the  fuppuration  was 
extended  to  an  amazing  degree,  till  at  length 
the  matter  breaking  through  the  cyft,  in 
which  it  was  contained,  pafled  into  the 
ureter,  and  was  thereby  conveyed  into  the 
bladder. 


CASE  II. 

A  CASE  not  very  diflimilar  was  intro¬ 
duced  to  me  in  November  1785,  by  the 
following  letter  from  an  eminent  Surgeon 
at  Charing  in  Kent,  where  the  patient  alfo 
refides  : 

“  The  bearer  of  this,  Mr.  SMITH,  by 
“  trade  a  butcher,  a  fober  temperate  man, 
<£  has  been  for  (omc  years  pah  affefted  with 
“  a  complaint  of  a  lingular  nature,  which 
“  feems  to  arife  from  the  right  kidney  :  it 
“  comes  on  with  a  pain  in  the  region  of 
“  that  kidney,  which  appears  to  defeend  in 
the  courle  of  the  ureter  of  the  fame  fide, 

“  and 
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“  and  ceafes,  after  difchargingTy  the  urethra 
“  fome  membranous  kind  of  bags,  to  all 
u  appearance  hydatides,  which  have  been 
“  of  different  fizes :  fome  of  the  fmaller 
“  have  been  whole,  but  the  larger,  I  fup- 
“  pole  from  preffure,  have  been  broken  and 
“  empty :  there  have  been  conliderable  in- 
“  tervals  between  the  paroxyfms,  during 
“  which  he  has  enjoyed  perfeft  health; 
“  but  within  this  laft  year,  the  paroxyfms 
“  have  been  more  frequent,  attended  with 
“  a  greater  difcharge  of  hydatides,” 

The  patient  informed  me  that  he  firft 
perceived  the  difeafe  about  ten  years  ago, 
when  the  hydatides  were  difcharged  of  the 
fize  of  a  pea,  with  a  fenfation  of  weight  or 
preffure,  rather  than  of  pain ;  preceded 
fometimes  with  flight  rigors.  He  had  fuch 
returns  about  every  four  or  five  months  at 
the  earlier  periods,  but  they  have  fince  en- 
creafed  in  frequency,  and  the  hydatides  in 
fize. 

Thefe  difcharges  have  occurred  at  leafl 
five  times  during  the  laft  twelve  months, 

and 
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and  are  accompanied  with  encreafing  pain  ; 
and  the  hydatidcs  are  now  about  an  inch 
and  a  half  in  diameter  :  previous  to  thole 
late  attacks,  he  feels  a  fulnefs  in  the  region 
of  the  right  kidney,  and  difeharges  at  one 
period,  near  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  hydatides, 
befides  purulent  matter.  About  three  years 
ago,  he  broke  his  leg,  which,  however,  foon 
recovered,  but  he  thinks  the  difeafe  has  en- 
creafed  in  frequency  and  violence  fince  this 
accident. 

I  preferibed  the  following  remedies : 

R  j Extra  Eli  Cicutce 

Pilul.  Saponac  :  a  31.  /.  Pilulce  xxiv.  capiat  diuts 
omni  nolle. 

R  Elellar .  Lenitiv.  gj. 

AEthiop.  Mineral .  gft. 

Syr.  Simpl.  q.  $.  fat  Eleftarium ,  de  quo  capt. 
magn.  Nucis  Mofch.  maney  prout  venter  pojhi- 
lavent. 

R  Uvae.  Urf.  jijft. 

Coque  ex  Aq.  font.  gix.  ad  gvi.  fub.  finem  colli - 
onis  addendo  Rad.  Glycyrrh ,  gft.  et  cola. 

R  Liquor.  Colati ,  gift. 

Tinfl.  StomachJ  ,f.  Hauf.  bis  per  diem  fumcn- 
dus. 
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Not  having  received  any  account  of  the 
patient  s  health,  or  of  the  effefts  of  the  re¬ 
medies  ;  after  a  fpace  of  twelve  months,  I 
wrote  to  the  apothecary  for  further  infor¬ 
mation,  who  favoured  me  with  the  following 
relation : 

“  I  received  yours  of  December  laft,  and 
“  fhould  have  anfwered  it  fooner ;  but  for 
“  the  fake  of  giving  you  a  more  fatisfa&ory 
“  account  of  the  perfon  you  enquire  after : 
“  it  was  in  November  1785,  that  he  applied 
<£  to  you,  and  he  continued  to  take  the  me* 
“  dicines  as  preferibed  by  you,  near  four 
“  months ;  but  fometime  before  he  difeon- 
iC  tinued  the  ufe  of  them,  he  had  ceafed  to 
“  bring  away  any  hydatides,  and  except  fome 
“  little  pain  in  the  back,  and  this  after  much 
“  riding  or  fatigue,  he  continued  perfeftly 
“  well,  until  about  the  latter  end  of  Decem- 
ber  laft,  when  after  fome  confiderable 
“  pain  in  the  back,  he  voided  again  feveral 
“  more  hydatides,  of  a  longer  fize  than  for- 
“  merly,  to  the  bafis  of  which,  or  that  part 
“  which  appeared  to  have  been  attached  to 
“  the  kidney,  fome  fabulous  matter  adhered : 

“  he 
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*c  he  has  difcharged  feveral  more  at  different 
“  times  fince,  but  the  lad  have  not  had  any 
“  fabulous  matter  joined  to  them  ;  and  he 
“  has  now,  I  hope,  voided  the  whole  of  this 
“  lad  colle&ion,  having  not  difcharged  any 
“  very  lately ;  and  except  fome  fmall  pain 
“  in  the  back,  he  is  perfectly  well :  he  is  now 
“  taking  the  fame  medicines  as  before,  only 
“  inflead  of  the  decoction  of  the  uvce  urf, 
“  he  takes  this  vegetable  in  powder. 

I  am,  &c. 

W.  Hawker;’ 

I  am  not  defirous  of  enlarging  the  hido- 
ries  of  medicines  by  the  relation  of  folitary 
cafes,  without  the  profpeft  of  improving  the 
fcience :  and,  although  thefe  may  not  tend 
to  afcertain  the  virtues  of  any  remedy,  or 
point  out  a  certain  fixed  mode  of  treatment; 
they,  at  lead,  exhibit  the  fuccefsful  termina¬ 
tion  of  thefe  difeafes  in  a  manner  hitherto 
unnoticed,  and  perhaps  unknown  :  and 
fiiould  a  fimilar  indance  occur  to  any  practi¬ 
tioner,  it  might  afford  fome  fatisfaCiion  to 
find  its  fymptoms  recorded. 
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ARTICLE  IV. 

Some  Remarks  on  the  prevalence  of  the  Atro¬ 
phia  LaElantium,  communicated  to  Dr. 
Lettfom,  by  Joshua  Walker,  M.  D. 
C.  M.  S.  Ph)fician  to  the  General  Infirmary 
at  Leeds . 


Read  July  1 6,  1787. 

THE  Atrophia  Laciantium,  Tabes  Nutri- 
cum ,  or  that  emaciation  arifing  from 
the  fuckling  of  children,  is  a  difeafe  with 
which  phyficians  are  well  acquainted ;  but 
its  more  frequent  occurrence  of  late,  in  this 
town  and  neighbourhood,  renders  it  now, 
more  than  formerly,  an  objeCt  of  ferious 
confideration,  efpecially  to  the  inferior  clalfes 
of  females,  to  whom  it  is  particularly  inci¬ 
dent. 

If  by  pointing  out  the  caufe  of  this  grow¬ 
ing  malady,  and  exciting  the  attention  ol 

practitioners  towards  it,  and  thereby  giving 

fome 
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fome  check  to  its  future  progrefs,  the  lives 
of  fome  of  thefe  ufeful  and  laborious  indivi¬ 
duals  can  be  preferved  to  their  families  and 
the  community,  the  writer  of  thefe  remarks 
would  feel  that  fatisfaftion  which  is  always 
the  refult  of  having  contributed,  in  the 
fmallefl.  degree,  to  the  caufe  of  humanity, 
and  the  relief  of  our  fellow  creatures. 

It  has  been  painfully  noticed,  in  feveral 
parts  of  this  extenfive  and  commercial  coun¬ 
try,  and  particularly  in  this  place,  that  fince 
the  more  plentiful  introduction  of  Tea  into 
the  families  of  the  induftrious  poor,  by  the 
late  reduction  of  its  price,  this  difeafe  has 
made  an  unufually  rapid  progrefs.  The  dif¬ 
ficulty  with  which  animal  food  is  procured, 
by  the  lower  ranks  of  fociety,  in  quantity 
fufficient  for  daily  nutriment,  has  led  many 
of  them  to  fubflitute,  in  the  place  of  more 
wholefome  provifions,  a  cheap  infufion  of 
this  foreign  vegetable,  whofe  grateful  flavour 
(and  perhaps  narcotic  quality,  which  it 
pofTefles,  in  a  (mall  degree,  in  common  with 
molt  other  evergreens),  is  found  to  create  an 
appetite  for  itfelf,  in  preference  to  all  other 

kinds 
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kinds  of  aliment  that  the  fcanty  income  of 
poverty  allows  thefe  deluded  obje&s  to  pro¬ 
cure;  though  I  am  forry  to  have  occafion 
to  add,  that  the  lowering  effefis  of  tea-drink¬ 
ing,  lead  too  many  of  thefe  to  feek  for  relief 
from  fpirits,  and  other  pernicious  cordials, 
at  the  expence  of  health,  and  the  fure  con- 
fequences  of  penury  and  want. 

As  this  change,  in  the  article  of  diet,  has 
been  very  generally  made,  efpecially  by  the 
females,  and  the  younger  branches  of  the 
families  of  the  manufacturing  poor,  their 
conftitutions  have  been  rendered  much  lefs 
able  to  bear  evacuations  of  any  fort,  and 
particularly  that  of  Laftation.  I  may,  with 
great  truth,  aver,  that  more  than  two  hun¬ 
dred  patients  of  this  denomination  have, 
within  the  laft  two  years,  come  under  my 
notice :  upon  their  application  for  relief,  and 
the  confequent  enquiry  which  I  have  been 
led  to  make  refpefting  the  nature  of  their 
diet,  their  almoft  invariable  reply  has  been, 
that  they  have  chiefly  depended  upon  tea 
for  their  fupport,  at  the  fame  time  that  they 
were  permitting  an  apparently  healthy 

child 
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child  to  draw  the  whole  of  its  nourifhment 
from  them. 

That  it  is  debility ,  and  an  impovenjhcd 
fate  of  the  whole  fyftem,  arifing  from  a  de¬ 
ficiency  in  the  due  fupply  of  proper  and 
fufficiently  nutritious  aliment,  at  a  time  when 
the  confiitution  particularly  requires  it,  in 
confequence  of  the  continual  wafte  which 
the  mother  fuftains  from  the  fucklin#  of  her 
infant,  which  lay  the  foundation  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  and  that  the  lungs  are  but  fecondarily, 
or  fyrnptomatically  affe£led,is  clearly  evinced 
from  an  attention  to  the  fymptoms. 

The  patient  firft  complains  of  languor, 
and  general  weaknefs ;  lofs  of  appetite ;  fatigue 
after  exercife,  though  it  be  of  the  gentlefl 
kind;  wearifome  pains  in  the  back  and  limbs; 
foon  after  which,  fymptoms  of  genera  atro¬ 
phy  come  on;  the  face,  in  particular,  grows 
thin,  and  is  marked  by  a  certain  delicacy  of 
complexion;  palenefs  about  the  nofe;  but 
with  a  fmall  degree  of  fettled  rednefs  in  the 
cheeks.  In  a  (hort  time,  if  the  patient  Hill 
continues  to  give  fuck,  fhe  is  feized  with 
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tranfitory  flitches  in  the  Tides,  under  the 
ft.ernum ,  or  in  Tome  other  part  of  the  thorax; 
accompanied  with  a  fhort  dry  cough,  and 
flight  dyfpnaea  upon  any  mufcular  exertion  ; 
the  pulfe  alfo  becomes  frequent,  but  feldom 
To  hard  as  in  the  inflammatory  flate  of  the 
genuine  phthijis  pulmonalis  ;  morning  fweats 
next  make  their  appearance ;  abfceffes  and 
ulcers  are  often  formed  in  the  lungs  ;  pus 
mixed  with  mucus  is  expedlorated ;  the  ge¬ 
neral  weaknefs  increafes;  the  emaciated  pa¬ 
tient  is  unable  to  fupport  an  eredl  poflure ; 
and  at  lafl  dies  literally  exhauffed. 

With  refpedl  to  the  method  of  treating 
this  difeafe,  my  defign  is  rather  to  point  out 
the  caufe  of  its  prefent  unufual  prevalence, 
that  fuitable  cautions  may  be  timely  given 
to  the  unfufpefting  fufferers,  than  to  offer 
to  the  public  any  new  modes  of  praflice 
The  late  Dr.  Fothergill,  who  was  a  corredt 
obferver,  both  of  nature,  and  the  eff'edts  of 
remedies  on  the  human  body,  has  made 
fome  excellent  remarks  on  the  ufe  of  the 
bark,  &c*  very  applicable  to  the  difeafe  in 

*  Medical  Obfervations,  Vol.  V.  page  348. 

queflion; 
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quefHon;  to  which  I  am  induced  to  add, 
for  the  fake  of  the  younger  praftitioner, 
a  few  obfervations  which  have  been  drawn 
from  my  own  experience. 

It  has  always  appeared  to  be  indifpenfably 
neceflary  for  the  mother  to  wean  her  child, 
immediately  upon  the  appearance  of  fymp- 

toms  of  debility,  as  the  firlt  and  moll  ellen- 

% 

tial  Hep  towards  a  cure. 

Secondly,  To  change  the  patients  diet 
from  tea,  and  the  lefs  nutritive  vegetables, 
to  milk,  and  its  various  preparations;  gruels, 
broths,  and  a  (mall  quantity  of  mild  animal 
food,  along  with  a  proper  proportion  of 
bread  and  efculent  roots,  particularly  po¬ 
tatoes,  turnips,  and  carrots.  Shell-filh, 
jellies,  chocolate,  fago,  falep,  and  tapioca, 
wTould  all  be  highly  proper,  did  not  poverty 
prevent  the  far  greater  number  of  thefe 
patients  from  procuring  them  in  fufficient 
quantity;  but  as  frequent  inHances  of  kind- 
nefs  are  daily  offered,  by  the  hand  of  opu¬ 
lence,  to  thele  objefts  of  companion  and 
diflrefs,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the 

recital 
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recital  of  fuch  articles  of  diet  as  are  likely 
to  afford  relief,  may  have  its  ufe  in  direfting 
fome  friendly  neighbour  to  a  proper  choice 
of  them. 

The  animal  food  which  is  allowed,  fhould 
always  be  taken  for  an  early  dinner,  and  by  no 
means  late  in  the  afternoon,  or  evening;  and 
is  fo  far  from  increafing  the  febrile  fymptoms, 
in  the  firft  ftage  of  this  difeafe,  when  a  ftate 
of  debility  chiefly  prevails,  that,  for  the  molt 
part,  it  proves  a  powerful  reftorative,  and 
the  patients  are  foon  fenfible  of  the  happy 
change,  and  gain  additional  ftrength ;  efpe~ 
cially  when  this  courfe  has  been  aflifted  by 
gentle  tonics,  fuch  as  the  following  mixture 
of  myrrh  and  fat  martis ,  wdiich,  with  fome 
alteration,  is  the  fame  that  Dr.  Griffith  has 
recommended  in  his  Effay  on  the  Heftic 
Fever. 

R  Gummi  myfrhce  pul.  drachmam  unam> 

T inB.  Cor  tic.  peruvian y  drachmas  fex>  tcre  Jimul 
et  adde  fenfim , 

Aquce  fontance.  Uncias  fex> 

Satis  Nitri  purif  Scrupulos  duos , 

E 
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Saks  Martis  pulv .  grana  duodccim , 

Syrvpi  Balfamici  femunciam,  f.  Mijlura ,  cujus 
capiat  sF.gra  CochL  duo,  mane  jejuna,  hora  un- 
dee  wia  moiutina ,  el  quart  a  pomeridiana . 

In  fome  Cafes,  when  there  appears  to  be 
an  exacerbation  of  fever  in  the  afternoon,  I 
have  thought  it  more  ufeful  to  confine  the 
adminiRration  of  this  remedy  to  the  fore¬ 
noon,  and  to  dirett  a  few  fpoonfuls  of  the 
faline  julep,  or  dccoElum  nitrofum ,  to  be 
taken  frequently,  in  the  afternoon,  evening, 
and  during  the  night,  if  necellary. 

If,  in  the  courfe  of  a  week,  after  the  mix¬ 
ture  has  been  regularly  adminiRered,  the 
patient  fhould  remain  free  from  pain,  or 
fenfe  of  reRriciion  in  the  thorax,  difficulty  in 
refpiration,  or  any  other  fymptoms  indicat¬ 
ing  an  inflammatory  affe&ion  of  the  lungs, 
we  may  hope  for  a  favourable  termination 
of  the  difeafe,  and  be  encouraged  Readily  to 
perfevere :  nor,  in  this  cafe,  fhould  bleeding 
be  admitted  of,  even  in  the  fmalleR  quantity, 
as  the  patient  s  Rrength,  as  well  as  general 
habit,  have  been  fufhciently  reduced  by  the 

preceding 
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preceding  circumftances  of  ladtation,  and 
improper  diet.  Deco&ions  of  the  Peruvian 
bark,  moderately  acidulated  with  the  vitri¬ 
olic  acid,  will  now  be  proper,  and  greatly 
conducive  to  the  patient’s  recovery,  efpecially 
if  thefe  can  be  affifted  by  a  change  of  fitua- 
tion  from  the  town,  to  the  pure  air  of  the 
country. 

If,  however,  which  is  fometimes  the  cafe 
when  the  diforder  has  been  neglefted,  and  the 
patient  has  continued  to  difcharge  the  office 
of  a  mother  longer  than  her  ability  permit¬ 
ted,  the  fymptoms  fliould  indicate  a  more 
advanced  flate  of  the  difeafe,and  fixed  pains 
in  fome  part  of  the  thorax  fliould  come  on, 
with  oppreffed  breathing,  and  a  frequent 
hard  pulfe,  then  a  fmall  bleeding,  to  the 
amount  of  two  or  three  ounces  only,  may  be 
occafionally  of  ufe;  and  inftead  of  preferr¬ 
ing  the  myrrh,  bark,  or  vitriolic  acid,  it  will 
be  advifeable  to  take  off  the  inflammatory 
determination  to  the  lungs,  by  ftriftly  en¬ 
joining  a  milk  and  vegetable  diet ;  keeping 
the  bowels  gently  open  by  the  mildeft  and 
leaft  heating  laxatives ;  moderating  the  fymp- 

E  2  tomatic 
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tomatic  fever  by  cooling  falincs,  and  palliat¬ 
ing  the  cough  by  mucilaginous  mixtures, 
rather  than  by  oily  lin£tufes. 


R  Mucilag.  Gum.  Arabic,  fpifs. 

Syrup  Simpl.  —  a.  Uncias  tres, 

- Limonum  —  Uncians  unam 

Salts  Nitri  pur if.  —  Drachmam  unam,  f. 
Mifiura ,  cujus  fumatur  Cochl.  j.  quater  vd 
Jcepius  in  Die,  irritante  tujji. 


The  inflammatory'  fpafm,  or  conflriftion 
of  the  thorax,  fhould,  at  the  fame  time,  be 
relieved  by  the  application  of  bliflters  to  the 
part  pained,  renewing  them  as  they  heal, 
rather  than  keeping  them  open ;  a  practice 
which  is  not  by  far  fo  efficacious,  yet  harralfes 
the  patient  much  more,  than  repeating  the 
blifler  as  foon  as  the  part  has  healed. 


When  all,  or  molt,  of  the  inflammatory 
fymptoms  are  removed  by  the  means  juft 
now  mentioned,  thefe  patients  then  bear  the 
ufe  of  the  myrrh,  watery  infufions  of  the 
bark,  and  the  elixir  of  vitriol,  with  confider- 
able  advantage ;  as  they  are  found,  by  expe¬ 
rience,  to  be  much  fafer,  and  more  generally 

beneficial 
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beneficial  in  thefe  fymptornatic  cafes,  than 
in  the  genuine  phthifis  arifing  from  the  in¬ 
flammation  and  fuppuration  of  tubercles  in 
the  lungs  themfelves. 

Should  the  difeafe  be  flill  farther  advanced, 
and  accompanied  with  morning  fweats,  pu¬ 
rulent  (pitting,  proftration  of  ftrength,  and 
the  utmoft  degree  of  debility,  the  latter  of 
which  always  accompanies  this  difeafe  in  a 
more  remarkable  degree,  than  the  true  phthi¬ 
fis,  both  reafon  and  praftical  obfervation 
point  out  the  expediency  of  fupporting  the 
patient’s  ftrength,  by  the  reftorative  means 
before  directed ;  and  allowing,  as  in  the  firft 
ftage,  a  fmall  portion  of  animal  food,  at  leaft 
once  a  day,  without  which  our  kindeft  en¬ 
deavours  would  be  fruftrated,  and  inftead  of 
affording  relief,  would  ferve  to  accelerate  the 
fatal  period. 
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ARTICLE  V. 

Experiments  on  the  folvent  powers  of  Camphor ; 
and  other  Mifcellaneous  Communications ,  in 
a  Letter  from  Doctor  Percival,  to 
Doctor  Lettsom, 

Manckd/icr ,  Aug.  1,  1787, 


Read  September  24,  1787. 

Dear  Sir, 

IF  you  deem  the  following  fafls  and  ob- 
fervations  of  fufficient  importance  to  be 
offered  to  the  Medical  Society,  I  trufl  they 
will  be  received  as  a  (mail  tribute  of  my  re- 
fpefi  for  an  inftitution,  into  the  fellowfhip 
of  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  be¬ 
ing  defied.  I  do  not  apologize  for  the 
brief  and  mifcellaneous  form  in  which 
they  are  delivered,  not  only  becaufe  I  have 
no  leifure,  at  this  time,  for  fyflematic  com* 
pofition,  but  becaufe  I  am  perfuaded  this 
mode  of  communication  is  favourable  to  the 

advancement 
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advancement  of  fcience.  It  has  been  adopted 
by  the  members  of  feveral  foreign  academies, 
and  is  fan&ioned  by  the  authority  of  Lord 
Bacon,  and  the  example  of  Mr.  Boyle.  No 
objeft  or  event  hands  (ingle  and  detached  in 
the  great  frame  of  nature.  Each  has  its  re¬ 
lations  and  dependencies,  fimilitudes,  con¬ 
trarieties  and  ufes,  which  a  well-informed 
mind  can  at  once  recognize,  arrange  and 
purfue ;  and  which  increafmg  knowledge 
may  multiply  to  an  extent  beyond  our  pre- 
fent  powers  of  comprehenfion. 

I.  I  do  not  recolleft  that  the  solvent 
power  of  Camphor,  on  refinous  fub~ 
fiances,  has  been  particularly  noticed  by 
medical  writers.  It  feems  to  be  evinced  by 
the  following  experiments,  which  I  commu¬ 
nicate  to  you,  becaufe  the  refult  of  them 
may  be  applied  to  various  pharmaceutical 
ufes. 

Ten  grains  of  myrrh  were  rubbed,  in  a 
mortar,  with  two  grains  of  camphor,  to  which 
aboui  an  ounce  of  pure  water  was  added,  by 
degrees.  The  mixture  was  fmooth,  and  the 

fediment 
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fediment  depofited,  after  Handing  two  days, 
was  not  confiderable,  and  was  readily  diflu- 
fible  again  by  agitation. 

Two  grains  of  camphor  were  rubbed  into 
a  powder,  in  the  mortar;  to  which  an  ounce 
v  of  pure  water  was  gradually  added,  as  in  the 
former  experiment.  No  triture  or  agitation, 
(as  is  well  known)  could  effect  either  a  folu- 
tion,  or  an  uniform  diffufion. 

Two  grains  of  camphor,  and  the  fame 
quantity  of  myrrh,  treated  in  the  like  man¬ 
ner,  formed  a  compofition  fufficiently  fmooth 
and  equable. 

#  i 

As  myrrh  is  a  gummy  refinous  fubftance, 
it  is  in  fome  degree  mifcible  with  water :  but 
in  a  comparative  trial,  I  found  the  union 
much  more  imperfeft  than  when  camphor 
was  combined  with  it. 

Thefe  experiments  were  fuggefled  by  the 
following  incident,  which  lately  occurred  in 
my  praflice.  Having  direfted  a  compofition 
of  camphor  and  ballam  of  Tolu,  in  pills,  for 

a  patient 
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a  patient  going  a  voyage  on  account  of  his 
health,  the  apothecary  acquainted  me  that 
he  could  not  form  it  into  a  proper  mafs ;  and 
that  it  liquified  like  treacle.  The  experi¬ 
ment  was  afterwards  made  in  my  prefence. 
At  firft  the  two  fubftances  would  not  incor¬ 
porate,  when  rubbed  together ;  and  I  fuf- 
peCted  that  fome  S.  V.  R.  had  been  ufed  be¬ 
fore,  to  promote  their  union.  But  the  triture 
being  continued,  a  fudden  combination  and 
liquefaction  took  place. 

Camphor  probably  aCts  as  an  elfential  oil, 
in  diffolving  refin.  When  a  compofition 
is  required  of  thefe  fubftances,  in  a  pilular 
form,  it  is  rendered  practicable  by  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  a  fmall  portion  of  the  coagulated 
yolk  of  an  egg. 

II.  I  have  lately  prefcribed,  with  confiderable 
fuccefs,  to  various  patients,  a  mineral  water, 
which  I  believe  is  little  known  in  England. 
It  fprings  from  the  Heartfill  Mountain,  about 
three  miles  north  of  Moffatt ;  and  a  very 
full  account  of  it  is  given  by  DoCtor  Horfe- 
burgh,  in  the  firlt  volume  of  the  Phyfical 

and 
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and  Literary  EfTays.  A  lady,  who  had  been 
making  a  tour  in  Scotland,  brought  me  a 
bottle  of  it,  fome  time  ago;  but  I  did  not 
examine  it  till  a  cafe  of  chronic  haemorrhagy, 
attended  by  Dr.  Eafon  and  myfelf,  fuggefled 
the  trial  of  fuch  a  flyptic  remedy.  The 
water  appears  to  be  a  ftrong  chalybeate, 
and  to  contain  a  portion  of  alum.  It  is  not 
unpleafant  to  the  tafte ;  and,  in  the  dole  of 
about  a  quarter  of  a  pint,  is  grateful  to  the 
fiomach.  It  relieves  uncafy  irritations,  and 
flight  pains  in  that  organ ;  promotes  di- 
geflion  ;  and  abates  flatulence,  if  taken  be¬ 
fore  meals ;  and  though  acidulous  in  tafle, 
correfts  acidity,  and  does  not  even  coagulate 
milk  ;  when  mixed  with  it.  I  have  had  ex¬ 
perience  of  its  efficacy  in  profufe  difeharges 
of  the  catamenia ,  in  the  fluor  albus ,  in  dvfpc- 
pjia ,  in  fruma,  and  other  diforders  origin¬ 
ating  from  a  laxity  of  the  fibres.  In  fuch 
maladies,  chalybeates  have  been  long  em¬ 
ployed  ;  and  Boerhaave,  you  know,  fpeaks 
of  their  virtues  with  cnthufiaflic  admiration, 
afferting  that  no  medicine,  either  animal  or 
vegetable  ;  no  diet,  no  regimen  can  produce 
the  efle&s,  which  are  accomplifhed  by  iron. 

And 


59 


Medical  Society  of  London. 

And  as  I  think  the  Heartfill  Spa  water  is  one 
of  the  pleafanteft  forms,  under  which  this 
aCtive  remedy  can  be  adminiftered,  with  con- 
fiderable  efficacy;  as  the  mod  faftidious  pa¬ 
tients  may  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  it, 
when  drugs  are  loathed  and  negle&ed;  as 
it  is  much  cheaper,  as  well  as  ftronger,  than 
that  of  Pyrmont  or  Spa ;  and  as  it  bears 
carriage  without  injury,  it  promifes  to  be  a 
valuable  acquifition.  Its  aluminous  impreg¬ 
nation,  alfo,  adds  to  the  medicinal  powers 
which  it  poffeffes  as  a  tonic,  a  fedative,  and 
a  ftyptic.  There  is  often  a  morbid  fenfibi- 
lity  and  irritability  in  the  ftomach  and  primce 
vice,  which  render  the  office  of  digeftion  un- 
eafy  and  painful ;  and  create  an  habitual  dif- 
pofition  to  flatulence,  and  to  flight  attacks  of 
cholic.  Alum,  as  I  have  noticed  in  a  former 
work,  is  a  valuable  remedy  under  thefe  cir- 
circumflances.  And,  combined  with  iron, 
by  the  chemiflry  of  nature,  its  energy,  as  a 
ftyptic,  will  doubtlefs  be  encreafed. 

III.  I  have  lately  met  with  an  inftance  of 
Tvffis  Convulfiva,  fucceeding  the  croup,  in  a 
boy  about  three  years  of  age.  He  was  per¬ 
fectly 
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feflly  free  from  cough,  when  feized  with  the 
Cynanche  Trachealis  ;  and  hooped  violently 
when  that  diforder  was  removed.  Are  thefe 
two  maladies  of  the  fame  genus?  In  both 
there  fubfifts  a  fpafm  of  the  mufcles  of  the 
glottis ,  occasioning  Symptoms  of  Suffocation; 
and  both  are  mod  effeflually  relieved  by 
emetics,  and  antifpafmodics,  fuch  as  the  flow¬ 
ers  of  zinc;  James’s  Powder,  and  mufk. 

Such  a  membrane  as  is  formed  in  the 
trachcza  arteria  is  Sometimes  generated  in  the 

inteftines.  Lady  A -  G - ,  aged  two 

years,  had  an  Aphthous  fever,  during  which 
a  few  afearides  appeared  in  her  Pools.  On 
this  account,  when  Sufficiently  recovered,  flie 
took  a  dofe  of  rhubarb  and  calomel,  which 
occafioncd  the  difeharge  of  fix  or  eight 
annular  fubflances,  refembling  in  figure,  por¬ 
tions  of  guts,  but  evidently  unorganized. 
I  found  them  to  be  nothing  more  than 
gluten,  Secreted  probably  by  Some  parts  of 
the  alimentary  canal,  affetled  by  the  fever, 
with  aphthous  inflammation. 

IV.  Various  writers,  particularly  the  poets, 
have  Sanctioned  the  notion,  that  in  the  Jaun¬ 
dice, 
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dice,  objefts  are  painted  on  the  retina  of 
the  fame  colour,  with  that  which  tinges  the 
external  coat  of  the  eye.  This  I  regarded, 
till  lately,  as  a  vulgar  error ;  and  endeavoured 
to  fhew,  in  a  treatife  on  the  alliance  of  natu¬ 
ral  hiftory  with  poetry,  that  it  is  neither  con¬ 
firmed  by  experience,  nor  confonant  to  rea- 
fon  ;  and  that  in  the  worft  cafes  of  the  jaun¬ 
dice  now  known,  the  fymptom  has  no  ex¬ 
igence.  But  two  inflances  have  lately  oc¬ 
curred,  in  the  circle  of  my  praftice,  which 
clearly  evince  that  the  opinion  has  fome- 
times,  a  foundation  in  fa& ;  and  that  conclu- 
fions,  drawn  even  from  a  very  general  in¬ 
duction,  may  be  fallacious  :  for  my  obferva- 
tions  were  made  with  attention,  during  a 
courfe  of  near  twenty  years.  The  patients, 
now  alluded  to,  were  men  of  middle  age, 
who  had  lived  mtemperately,  whofe  malady 
had  proved  obftinate,  but  whofe  eyes  were 
not  tinged  with  bile  in  an  extreme  degree. 
Yet  they  were  uniform  in  their  tellimony, 
that  all  white  objects  affumed  a  yellow  caft; 
and  that  this  hue  was  deepeft  on  their  rifing 

from  bed  in  a  morning. 

* 
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V.  A  few  years  ago  a  gentleman  confulted 
me  about  the  flate  of  his  eyes.  lie  had  for 
a  long  time  felt  an  uncafy  fenfation,  when¬ 
ever  he  viewed  any  fquare  objeCi;  and  this 
malady  was  then  fo  much  encreafed,  that,  in 
playing  at  whift,  he  was  under  the  neceffity 
of  holding  the  cards  under  his  eyes,  to  pre¬ 
clude  the  fight  of  their  angular  points.  The 
pupil  of  each  eye  was  remarkably  cout rafted, 
and  the  tunica  albuginea  (lightly  inflamed; 
yet  a  moderate  light  was  borne  without  un- 
eafinefs.  Vifion  was  fufficiently  difiinCt,  at 
all  ordinary  diflances;  but  I  fufpeCted  that 
the  field  of  it  was  extremely  limited  ;  and 
that  the  patient,  in  viewing  a  quadrangular 
objeCt,  when  near,  might  polfibly  meafurc  it 
by  a  mufcular  exertion  of  the  organ,  which 
gave  pain.  But  of  this  he  did  not  appear 
to  have  any  perception ;  nor  could  he  re¬ 
collect  the  date,  nor  account  for  the  origin 
of  his  diforder.  lie  was  not  a  fanciful,  or 
hypochondriachal  man,  nor  did  the  com¬ 
plaint  feem  to  depend  on  the  hate  of  his 
ftomach.  Some  odd  aflbeiation  of  ideas, 
perhaps  at  firft  gave  rife  to  it.  The  Gentleman 
lives  at  a  diflance  from  Manchefler ;  and 

having 
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having  been  only  once  confulted  by  him,  I  am 
unacquainted  with  the  termination  of  this  fin- 
gular  malady. 


I  am,  with  fincere  efteem  and  refpedi, 
Dear  Sir, 

Yours,  &c. 

THO.  PERCIVAL. 


ARTICLE  VL 

Remarks  on  the  Afcaris  Lumbricoides ,  by 

J.  Church,  M.  A.  and  F.  M,  S. 

Read  February  4,  1788. 

THIS  fpecies  of  worm  which  is  fre¬ 
quently  found  in  the  human  ftomach 
and  inteftines,  is  I  believe  often  confounded 
by  writers  with  a  variety  of  the  Lumbricus 
terrejlris  mentioned  by  Linnaeus  under  the 
name  of  Intejlinalis ,  and  by  Ray  called 
Lumbricus  intefinorum  teres ,  from  which 

however. 
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however  it  evidently  differs  in  its  conforma¬ 
tion,  being  entirely  without  the  elevated  ring 
fo  confpicuous  in  the  middle  of  the  Lum* 

bncus  ter  re  fir  is . 

As  it  has  in  general  been  the  opinion  of 
writers  on  this  fubjeft  that  worms  are  ovipar¬ 
ous,  and  in  conformity  to  that  hypothefis 
they  endeavour  to  account  for  their  intro- 
duftion  into  the  human  body  from  their  eggs 
having  been  received  into  the  ftomach  with 
food,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  a  few  obfervations 
which  came  under  my  notice  by  accident, 
and  which  I  think  will  ferve  to  prove,  that 
this  Ipccies,  at  lead,  is  viviparous. 

Every  one  who  has  examined  this  worm 
attentively  when  newly  difcharged  from  the 
body  muff  have  obferved  an  appearance  like 
white  threads  folded  as  it  were  together  about 
the  middle  of  the  worm.  This  fubftance  has 
in  general  been  fuppofed  to  be  the  inteflines 
of  the  worm  filled  with  the  chyle  it  had  jufl 
lucked  from  the  bodv,  out  of  which  it  pro¬ 
ceeded;  but  the  faff  I  am  going  to  relate 
feems  to  prove  beyond  a  doubt  that  this 

white 
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white  appearance  is  in  reality  the  young 
worms  nearly  fit  for  exclufion  from  their 
parent. 

Some  time  fince  having  a  child  under  my 
care  who  had  fymptoms  of  worms,  I  gave 
him  a  dofe  of  calomel  for  two  nights  fuccef- 
fively,  and  on  the  fecond  day  a  fmart  purge. 
On  the  afternoon  of  that  day  the  mother 
brought  me  two  worms  in  a  cup,  which  (lie 
faid  her  child  had  juft  difcharged  per  anum, 
and  which  both  proved  to  be  the  Afar  is 
Lumbricoides ;  they  were  both  livingand  pretty 
aftive;  as  I  had  not  any  fpecimen  of  that 
worm  by  me,  I  put  them  both  into  a  phial 
filled  with  one  third  part  of  re6tified  fpirit,and 
two  thirds  water,  this  appeared  to  give  them 
great  uneafinefs,  and  whilft  I  was  obferving 
their  contortions,  I  perceived  fomething  like 
threads  proceeding  gradually  from  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  belly  of  one  of  them,  which  ad¬ 
vanced  very  fenfibly  for  about  a  quarter  of  a 
minute,  at  which  time  I  could  perceive  three 
diftinci  worms  above  an  inch  long,  exaftly 
like  the  parent,  all  alive  and  moving  brifkly 
in  different  direftions  ;  about  this  time  the 
Vol.  II.  F  death 
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death  of  the  mother  put  a  flop  to  the  perfefct 
exclufion  of  the  offspring,  who  alfo  died  with 
her,  and  now  remain  hanging  to  the  body. 
The  other  worm  was  no  otherways  affe&ed 
by  the  fpirits,  than  by  being  deprived  of  its 
life,  and  on  examining  it,  I  could  not  perceive 
any  of  the  thread-like  appearance  before  def¬ 
erred. 

0 

As  fome  worms  are  certainly  oviparous,  as 
the  Lumbricus  terrejtris ,  & c.  perhaps  the 
young  of  this  fpecies,  like  the  viper  among 
the  fnake  tribes,  are  excluded  from  the  egg 
whilft  in  the  matrix  of  the  female,  but  this 
future  obfervations  mull  determine. 

A  difficulty  now  remains,  namely,  to  ac- 
'  count  for  the  introduction  of  this  worm  into 
the  human  body,  particularly  as  it  is  never 
found  in  any  other  fituation.  It  may  not 
however  be  amifs  to  remark,  that  this  fpecies 
occurs  much  more  frequently  among  the 
negroes  in  the  Weft  Indies,  than  it  docs  in 
this  climate.  Is  it  not  poffible  that  it  may 
creep  into  the  body  by  the  mouth  whilft  a 
perfon  is  afleep  on  the  ground?  but  I  would 
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wifh  this  to  be  confidered  merely  as  con¬ 
jecture. 

One  praftical  inference  may  I  think  be 
drawn  from  the  above,  namely,  that  when¬ 
ever  one  of  thefe  worms  is  difcharged  from 
the  human  body,  we  Ihould  perfift  in  the  ufe 
of  anthelmintics  for  fome  time  after,  as  there 
is  a  fair  prefumption  that  fome  young  ones 
may  be  left  behind,  who  will  not  fail  in  time 
to  produce  the  molt  difagreeable  and  often 
fatal  effeCts. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

Cafe  of  a  patient  who  difcharged  the  Pupae  of 
the  Mufca  Cibaria ,  by  W.  White,  M.D.  of 
York ,  F.  R.  S.  and  C.  M.  S.  in  a  letter  to 
J.  C.  L  ettsom,  M.  D.  &e.  with  addi¬ 
tional  Obfervations  by  Mr.  J.  Church, 
A.M.  F.  M.  S. 

Read  May  12,  1788. 

T.  WATSON,  aged  about  30  years,  by 
trade  a  watchmaker,  fober  and  temperate, 
but  indulging  a  fedentary  life,  having  been 

F  2  fometime 
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fometime  ill,  came  over  here  to  put  himfelf 
under  my  care.  I  found  him  much  emaci¬ 
ated,  his  complexion  very  yellow,  he  had 
violent  pains  with  forenefs  and  tenfion  about 
the  region  of  the  liver,  his  body  very  codive, 
(tools  clayey  and  tenacious,  urine  in  fmall 
quantity  and  high  coloured,  pulfe  quick  and 
tenfe,  he  had  frequent  rigors,  and  other  fymp- 
toms  of  pyrexia.  But  what  di  ft  re  (led  him 
the  molt  was  a  con1!  ant  and  extreme  coldnefs 
in  the  lower  extremities,  which  neither  a  (ire 
nor  the  warmed  covering  had  power  to  relieve 
for  any  time  together. 

It  is  unnecedary  to  give  a  particular  detail 
of  the  means  ufed  for  his  recovery,  fudice  it 
to  fay,  that  by  repeated  bleedings  (his  blood 
being  very  fizy),  cooling  purgatives,  nitrous 
medicines,  and  bliders  over  the  hepatic  re¬ 
gion,  in  about  a  fortnight  he  was  much 
recovered,  and  dnding  every  complaint,  ex¬ 
cept  the  coldnefs  in  his  legs  and  feet,  nearly 
gone,  he  went  home  about  dftecn  miles  from 
this  eity.  My  preferiptions  now  were  pow¬ 
ders  of  the  columbo  root,  with  a  folution  of 
fal  diurettcus,  and  once  a  week  a  calomel 

bolus 


Medical  Society  of  London .  6g 

bolus  at  night  with  an  opening  draught  next 
morning. 

In  about  a  month  I  had  a  letter  from  his 
apothecary,  from  which  the  following  is  an 
extrafl; : 

“  Mr.  Watfon  has  continued  his  powders 
regularly  till  within  this  week,  when  he  re¬ 
duced  the  number*  He  finds  his  appetite 
encreafe  even  to  be  deemed  voracious,  yet  is 
careful  not  to  overload  his  ftomach.  Not- 
withftanding  after  each  meal  he  complains 
of  pain  about  the  bread,  with  a  fenfe  of  ful- 
nefs.  In  general  he  is  regular  for  ftools,  but 
laft  night  being  more  than  ufually  coftive,  he 
took  the  purgative,  with  which  he  had  two 
ftools  in  the  morning,  and  difcharged  an 
immenfe  number  of  worms,  two  or  three  of 
which  at  his  defire  I  fend  herewith,  they  were 
all  very  lively.  His  pulfe  is  good,  and  he 
thinks  himfelf  in  every  refpeft  vaftly  better, 
his  legs  have  begun  to  gain  their  natural 
warmth,  yet  he  continues  the  additional  cov¬ 
ering  and  friftions.  I  hope  the  worms  will 
reach  you  alive.” 


Thus 
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Thus  far  his  apothecary.  I  received  the 
worms  which  were  evidently  a  fpecies  of 
maggot,  in  a  very  lively  hate ;  putting  them 
out  of  the  pill  box,  they  crept  about  with  fur- 
prizing  quicknefs,  not  with  the  wriggling  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  common  maggot,  but  very  nim¬ 
bly  upon  their  numerous  feet,  in  which  they 
feem  to  differ  from  the  common  ones,  which 
I  think  have  no  feet. 

Being  replaced  into  the  box,  they  were 
deposited  in  a  defk,  when,  after  fome  weeks, 
examining  them  again,  I  found  them  meta- 
morphofed  from  a  worm  flate  into  beautiful 
infefls  of  the  fly  kind,  but  thefe  were  dead 
from  want  of  nourifhment  and  air.  The 
chryfales  being  now  become  dry  and  empty 
hufks. 


The  following  remarks,  with  a  drawing  of 
the  infeft  were  communicated  by  Mr.  Church, 
one  of  the  Council  of  the  Medical  Society. 

The  infett  mentioned  in  Dr.  White’s  paper 
is  the  Mufca  Cibaria  of  Linnaeus.  The  larva 
of  it  is  found  in  old  culinary  fubflances, 

efpecially 
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efpecially  in  old  rotten  cheefe,  and  it  feems 
highly  probable  that  the  patient  had  fwal- 
lowed  fome  of  them  with  his  food,  which 
palled  unhurt  through  the  ftomach,  into  the 
liver,  after  having  entered  by  the  biliary 
du&s.  This  I  am  the  more  readily  induced 
to  believe  was  the  cafe  from  a  circumftance 
which  happened  to  me  in  praftice  fome  years 
ago;  a  child  difcharged  per  anum,  a  live 
worm  with  feet,  which  proved  to  be  the 
larva  of  the  Phryganea  grandis,  or  cadworm, 
ufed  as  a  bait  by  anglers  ;  now  as  this  is  an 
aquatic  infeft,  and  feeds  under  water  on  other 
aquatic  infefts,  it  is  almoft  certain  it  muff 
have  been  fwallowed  with  fome  water,  and 
palled  unhurt  through  the  inteftinal  tube  till 
it  was  difcharged. 

That  the  aftion  of  the  ftomach  will  not 
always  kill  infefls,  is  evident  from  the  cir¬ 
cumftance  of  the  Afcaris  Lumbricoides  living 
in  it  unhurt.  The  phalcena  pinguinalis  alfo 
not  only  lives  but  is  nourifhed,  and  under¬ 
goes  feveral  metamorphofes  in  the  ftomach, 
till  at  length  it  produces  its  moth.  The 
worms  difcharged  by  Dr.  White’s  patient, 

appear 
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appear  to  have  been  in  the  chryfalis  (late,  and 
though  the  circumflance  of  their  having  feet 
and  moving  them  is  rather  fingular,  as  the 
fmpcr  of  moft  mufccz  are  entirely  motionlefs, 
yet  as  we  know  that  the  pupae  of  fome  other 
infers  as  grylli,  blattae,  &c.  have  the  fame- 
power,  it  is  pofhble  that  fome  mufcae  poffefs 
it  alfo. 

i 

P.  S.  The  fuppofition  that  thefe  infefts 
were  nourifhed  in  the  liver,  and  produced 
the  difeafe  under  which  the  patient  laboured, 
feems  to  be  much  (Lengthened  by  a  cafe  re- 
lated  by  Dr.  Thomas  Bond,  of  Philadelphia, 
in  Vol.  I.  of  the  London  Medical  Obferva- 
tions  and  Inquiries,  where  lie  defcribes  a 
kind  of  leech  of  an  uncommon  fize  which 
had  long  had  its  refidence  in  the  liver  of  a 
patient,  and  was  at  length  difcharged  per 
anum. 

A  fimilar  cafe  is  likewife  related  by  Mr. 
Paifley,  in  Vol.  II.  ol  the  Edinburgh  Medi¬ 
cal  E  frays. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE  VIII. 

On  the  Efficacy  of  the  Application  of  cold 
Water  to  the  extremities  in  a  cafe  of  obfii - 
note  confipation  of  the  Bowels ,  with  remarks 
thereon ,  by  William  Falconer,  M.  D. 
F.  R.  S.  and  correfponding  Member  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  London. 

Read  April  23,  1787. 

A  LADY  about  28  years  of  age,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  a  gentleman  of  rank  in  Ireland* 
had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  her  hufband,  with 
whom  (he  lived  very  happily,  about  two 
years  before  the  time  of  her  coming  to  Bath. 
Her  concern  on  this  occafion,  which  was 
very  great,  produced  feveral  bad  effefts  on 
her  health,  particularly  a  violent  pain,  re- 
fembling  a  cramp,  about  the  region  of  the 
flomach,  which  ufed  to  continue  for  feveral 
hours,  and  to  go  off  rather  fuddenly,  with  a 
fenfation,  as  fhe  defcribed  it,  of  fomething 
burfting  in  the  ftomach ;  after  which  fhe 

could 
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could  bring  up  air  by  gulps,  which  prcfently 
gave  cafe.  Thefe  paroxyfms  ufed  to  attack 
her  about  once  every  eight  or  ten  days,  but 
the  intervals  were  not  regular,  either  as  to 
the  number  of  days,  or  time  of  the  day. 
The  caufe  immediately  producing  thefe  fits 
of  pain,  could  not  be  traced  to  any  con¬ 
nexion  with  any  circumdance  in  her  regimen 
or  manner  of  life,  but  they  attacked  her  in- 
difcriminately,  whatever  food  or  manner  of 
life  file  made  u(e  of.  Although  the  pain  was 
excefiive,  her  pulfe  during  the  paroxyfms 
was  in  general  fcarcely  quicker  than  natural, 
nor  was  there  any  third  or  confiderable  in- 
creafe  of  heat  of  the  fkin.  Sometimes  it 
was  attended  with  ficknefs  and  retching,  but 
more  frequently  without  thofe  fymptoms. 
Coftivenefs  feemed  not  to  be  connected  with 
the  complaint;  as  it  had  feveral  times  come 
on  when  the  body  was  regular,  and  even  in 
a  lax  date,  though  without  purging.  A  dool, 
however,  procured  during  the  paroxyfm, 
feemed,  as  fhe  thought,  to  bring  it  fooner  to 
a  termination.  In  the  intervals  of  her  dif- 
order  Ihe  was  tolerably  eafy  and  chearful, 
and  had  a  moderate  appetite.  For  the  pain¬ 
ful 
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ful  and  dangerous  complaint  above  defcribed, 
(lie  bad  tried  a  great  variety  of  medicines,, 
Blifters  had  been  repeatedly  applied  to  the 
region  of  the  ftomach  and  abdomen,  ipeca¬ 
cuanha  made  into  pills  with  the  aromatic 
pill,  and  that  of  ftorax,  taken  in  fmall  quan¬ 
tities,  a  compofition  I  have  feen  of  fervice 
in  habitual  cholics,  was  tried,  but  without, 
effeft.  A  ftrong  infufion  of  cafcarilla,  and 
of  the  Peruvian  bark,  under  the  idea  of  the 
difeafe  being  of  a  periodical  nature  was  alfo 
exhibited,  but  with  as  little  fuccefs  as  the 
other  trials.  Opiates  had  been  adminiftered 
both  internally  and  in  external  application 
both  in  the  intervals  and  alfo  during  the 
continuance  of  the  pain,  but  without  any 
other  effeft  than  fome  little  temporary  abate- 
ment. 

In  the  evening  of  the  15th  of  June  17835 
the  weather  being  then  very  warm,  {he  was 
feized  with  her  ufual  pain  in  a  manner  rather 
more  violent  than  common,  to  alleviate 
which,  a  clyfter  of  the  domeftic  kind  was 
adminiftered,  which  produced,  as  I  was  told, 
three  fmall  ftools  in  the  courfe  of  the  night* 

Next 
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Next  morn,  (June  16)  when  I  faw  her  firft 
during  this  paroxyfm,  her  pain  was  very 
great,  and  continued  To  during  the  whole 
day,  in  fpite  of  opiates  adminiflered  both  in¬ 
ternally  and  externally,  and  the  free  ufe  of 
fomentations.  Two  clyfters  were  alfo  in- 
je£Ied,  but  without  effeft,  as  they  neither 
produced  any  evacuation,  nor  even  came 
away  themfelves. 

The  next  day  (June  17)  finding  (he  had 
palled  a  very  painful  night,  though  without 
much  fever,  I  diretted  a  blyfler  to  be  applied 
to  the  abdomen,  and  a  clyfler  of  infufion  of 
warm  herbs,  with  an  ounce  of  the  tinft.  fcetida, 
be  thrown  up,  and  twenty  grains  of  the  pil. 
faponac.  to  be  taken  direftly.  In  the  even¬ 
ing,  finding  her  flill  without  any  evacuation 
by  flool,  though  rather  eafier,  I  direfted  a 
purging  mixture  of  infufion  of  fena,  together 
with  the  tin&ure,  to  be  taken  every  three 
hours.  Next  morn  (June  18)  fhe  was  much 
worfe  in  every  refpe£t.  Her  pain  was  more 
acute,  a  difpofition  to  vomit  frequently  had 
come  on,  and  no  evacuation  by  flool  had 
been  procured. 
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A  cordial  mixture  of  the  fpirituous  and 
fimple  mint  waters  was  directed  to  be  taken 
frequently  in  fmall  quantities,  and  an  infufion 
of  a  drachm  of  tobacco  leaves,  directed  to 
be  thrown  up  as  a  clylter.  About  two 
o’clock  the  fame  day,  when  I  vifited  her 
again,  I  found  all  the  bad  fymptoms  aggra¬ 
vated.  Her  vomiting  was  become  nearly  in- 
celfant ;  no  evacuation  had  been  procured ; 
and  her  pulfe  had  riien  to  108  in  a  minute, 
which  was  the  firil  material  alteration  I  ob- 
ferved  in  that  circumftance.  Her  urine  was 
{mall  in  quantity,  and  red  and  turbid.  Her 
fkin  which  before  had  been  foft  and  clammy, 
was  now  hot  and  dry,  and  the  pain,  which 
which  was  before  aching  and  pinching,  now 
gave  the  fenfation  of  burning,  as  if  fome 
heated  body  was  in  her  ftomach  and  bowels. 
In  this  fituation  I  recommended  firfh  bleed¬ 
ing,  and  immediately  after  that  operation 
was  over,  the  application  of  cold  water  to 
the  extremities ;  but  I  added,  that  as  it  was 
a  thing  rarely  ventured  on,  and  indeed 
not  very  generally  known,  and  what  I  myfelf 
had  no  knowledge  of  from  aftual  experience, 
that  my  opinion  might  be  ftrengthened  by 

that 
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that  of  fome  other  perfon,  and  defired  Dr. 
Dobion  might  be  fent  for. 

When  the  Doftor  came  he  approved  of 
the  bleeding,  but  thought  it  would  be  pro¬ 
per  to  try  fome  other  means  before  we  ven¬ 
tured  on  the  application  of  the  cold  water. 
She  was  accordingly  bled  to  5 viii,  and  a 
purging  mixture  of  infufion  of  fena  and 
tinfture  of  jalap  directed  to  be  taken,  three 
fpoonfuls  every  three  hours ;  which  however 
was  rejefted  immediately,  as  was  a  ftrong 
folution  of  Rochelle  fait  adminiftered  in  the 
fame  manner.  A  clyfler  of  the  decofl.  com. 
with  fea  fait  was  alfo  injeflcd  but  without 


The  next  morn,  (June  19)  all  her  fymp- 
toms  were  aggravated,  her  cries  and  groans 
were  now  become  inceffant,  and  every  mo¬ 
tion,  however  flight,  encreafed  them  to  a 
(hocking  degree.  The  Imoak  of  tobacco 
had  been  attempted  to  be  thrown  up,  but 
without  fuccefs,  though  often  tried.  She 
was  again  bled  to  fix  ounces,  and  two  feru- 
ples  of  jalap  were  divided  into  two  dofes, 

and 
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and  one  of  them  fwallowed,  but  immediately 

* 

thrown  up,  as  was  an  ounce  of  caftor  oil,  and 
twenty  grains  of  mercurius  dulcis.  Fomen¬ 
tations  had  all  along  been  frequently  applied, 
but  without  much  relief,  or  even  temporary 
abatement  of  the  fymptoms. 

When  we  vifited  her  next  morn  (June  20), 
all  the  fymptoms  were,  if  pollible  worfe.  Dr. 
Dobfon  now  confented,  when,  I  confefs,  I 
feared  it  was  too  late,  to  make  a  trial  of  the 
cold  water,  as  I  had  before  propofed.  To 
do  this  effedtually  was  however  no  very  eafy 
talk,  as  motion  continued  to  give  fuch  exqui- 
fite  pain.  Neverthelefs,  with  much  trouble, 
fhe  was  gently  turned  acrofs  the  bed,  and 
her  feet  drawn  over  the  fide  of  it,  and  her 
back  raifed  with  pillows.  An  empty  tub  was 
then  put  to  receive  her  feet,  and  her  hands 
were  placed  in  a  large  empty  bafon.  Both 
hands  and  feet  were  dafhed  at  the  fame  in- 
ftant  with  cold  fpring  water,  into  which  fome 
common  fait  (in  order  to  increafe  its  cold- 
nefs)  had  been  juft  thrown.  This  was  con¬ 
tinued  for  the  Ipace  of  three  or  four  minutes. 
She  exprefted  no  diflatisfa&ion^  but  laid  her 

pain 
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pain  was  rather  abated,  and  that  (lie  felt  a 
fenfation  of  motion  in  her  bowels,  which  die 
had  not  before  done  during  the  prefent 
attack,  and  it  was  oblerved  by  her  attendants 
that  (he  bore  being  moved  back  again  into 
bed  rather  better  than  before.  When  fhe 
had  recovered  her  ufual  warmth  of  temper¬ 
ature,  which  took  place  in  about  15  minutes, 
the  fame  operation  was  repeated,  and  imme¬ 
diately  after  it  was  over,  fne  faid  that  her 
pain  began  to  abate,  and  that  fhe  felt  fhe 
(hould  foon  have  a  (tool,  which  immediately 
followed,  and  was  fucceeded  by  many  more 
plentiful  evacuations  of  the  fame  kind.  As 
her  ftools  came  away,  her  pain  and  vomiting 
grew  milder,  and  lefs  frequent,  but  the  pro- 
fufenefs  of  the  difeharge  weakened  her  fo 
much,  that  her  life  appeared  to  be  nearly 
in  as  much  danger  from  the  excefs  of  the 
evacuation,  as  it  had  been  before  from  its 
obflruflion. 

Cold  fweats  were  almofl  incelTant,  and 
frequent  faintings  came  on  during  the  fpace 
of  two  days  after  the  commencement  of  the 

j 

difeharge  taking  place.  Wine,  however, 

and 
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and  other  nourifhing  food  frequently  taken,  * 
fupported  her  under  the  violence  of  the 
evacuation,  by  the  afliftance  of  which  her 
ftrength  in  a  few  days  began  to  return.  Her 
body  in  a  fhort  time  became  regular,  and  (he 
had  no  return  of  the  pain  in  her  bowels,  to 
which  fhe  had  been  before  fubjeft,  but  her 
health  continued  weak,  her  fpirits  low,  and 
her  ftrength  diminiftied;  but  fcarcely  I  think, 
fo  much  as  might  have  been  expefted  from 
what  Ihe  had  undergone.  The  forenefs  of 
the  belly,  which  during  the  continuance  of 
the  obftruction  of  her  bowels,  was  very  great, 
went  off  in  three  or  four  days,  but  her  appe¬ 
tite  was  but  fmall,  and  her  ftomach  flatulent. 
In  about  a  fortnight  after  the  above  com¬ 
plaint,  fhe  went  to  Briftol  hot-wells,  and 
continued  there  about  two  months,  during 
which  time  I  faw  her  twice ;  but  (he  had  not 
during  that  time  any  return  of  the  cholieky 
diforder.  From  Briftol  {he  went  to  Ireland, 
where  in  a  few  months  flie  died,  but  whether 
from  a  return  of  her  diforder  of  the  bowels, 

I  am  not  informed. 
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Remarks  on  the  preceding  Cafe . 

The  cafe  above  related,  affords  an  unequi¬ 
vocal  proof  of  the  good  fuccefs  of  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  cold  water  to  the  extremities  in  a 
mod  obftinate  conffipation  of  the  bowels 
attended  with  exquifite  pain,  fever,  and  pro¬ 
bably  a  confiderable  degree  of  local  inflam¬ 
mation.  It  appears  plainly  from  the  fore¬ 
going  narrative,  which  is  related  with  all 
poffible  accuracy,  that  the  fituation  and  cir- 
cumffances  of  the  patient  were  very  unpro- 
mifing.  No  abfolute  figns  of  mortification 
had  indeed  appeared,  but  every  fymptom 
feemed  to  indicate  that  fuch  a  termination  of 
the  diforder  was  upon  the  verge  of  taking 
place.  This  circumftance  is  highly  material 
to  be  noted,  as  it  teaches  us  not  to  defpair 
of  fuccefs  from  fuch  an  application,  at  any 
period  of  the  complaint,  even  when  attended 
with  the  mod  difeouraging  fymptoms,  pro¬ 
vided  no  figns  of  mortification  have  ap¬ 
peared. 

Many  reafons  however  concur  to  recom¬ 
mend  the  ufe  of  this  remedy,  before  the  dif- 

eafe 
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eafe  has  proceeded  to  fuch  a  length  as  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  if  fuch  trial  be  in  our 
power.  The  application  would  no  doubt 
have  been  at  lealt  equally  fafe,  had  it  been 
tried  forty-eight  hours  before,  and  its  chance 
of  fucceeding  probably  greater,  as  the  com¬ 
plaint  was  lefs  advanced.  Another  confider- 
ation  equally  important  is,  the  danger  of 
bringing  a  large  accumulation  of  purgative 
medicines  into  aftion  at  the  fame  inftant, 
which  will  probably  be  the  cafe,  if  we  wait 
until  the  difeafe  be  far  advanced.  The  im- 

•i 

mediate  effect  of  the  cold  application  feems 
to  be,  to  roufe  the  bowels  from  a  torpid  and 
indolent  ftate  into  aftion,  and  to  impart  to 
them  tone  and  power  of  contra&ion.  How 
hazardous  then  mud  it  be  to  have  the  force 
of  feveral  (probably  fome  very  ftrong)  pur¬ 
gatives  all  exerted  at  one  time  ?  In  the  pre¬ 
fent  cafe  the  life  of  the  patient  was  proba¬ 
bly  faved  by  the  purgatives  that  were  given 
by  the  mouth  being  thrown  up.  Had  they 
remained  and  combined  their  force  with 
thofe  that  were  injefted  in  clyfters,  it  is  more 
than  probable  (he  mud  have  funk  under  it. 
As  it  was,  it  required  the  mod  unremitted  at- 

G  2  tention 
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tention  for  nearly  forty-eight  hours  to  fup- 
port  her  with  the  ftrongeft  cordials  of  the 
nutritious  kind,  under  fo  profufe  an  evacu¬ 
ation,  which  probably  was  excited  only  by 
the  clyfters  which  remained  undifeharged. 
It  would  be  prudent  therefore,  when  this 
application  may  be  tried,  and  provided,  as 
will  probably  be  the  cafe,  that  many  purga¬ 
tive  medicines  have  been  previoudy  admi- 
niftered,  and  continue  (however  inaftive  they 
may  for  a  while  be)  in  the  body,  to  have  in 
readinefs  fome  warm  cordial  of  the  nourifh- 
ing  kind,  as  bread  panada,  rice-gruel,  fago, 
and  fuch  like,  together  with  warm  negus, 
mulled  wine,  &c.  for  the  patient  to  take  of 
frequently  during  the  courfe  of  the  evacua¬ 
tion;  for  the  difeharge  will  probably  be  fo 
fudden,  and  fo  profufe,  as  to  hazard  imme¬ 
diate  diffolution,  if  this  precaution  be  not 
carefully  attended  to. 

I  was  under  fome  concern  on  account  of 
the  tobacco  clyfter  which  remained  in  the 
body  three  days.  The  violent,  and  even 
poifonous  effects  of  tobacco  upon  animal 
life,  gave  me  fome  fears  left  fuch  an  infufion, 

continuing 


Medical  Society  of  London ,  85 

continuing  fo  long  undifcharged,  might  pro¬ 
duce  fome  mifchievous  effefis.  But  this 
clyfter  was  difcharged  with  the  other  flools, 
without  caufing  any  fymptoms  that  could  be 
afcribed  to  it. 

It  is  not  meant  to  be  concealed,  that  the 
trial  of  the  above  remedy  was  principally 
fuggefted  to  me  by  a  well-known  paper  of 
Doctor  Stevenfon's,  in  the  fecond  part  of 
the  fifth  volume  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical 
E flays.  Two  cafes  in  point  are  there  related 
which  encouraged  me  to  advife  the  experi¬ 
ment  to  be  made.  The  Doctor  there  in¬ 
forms  us  that  fome  perlon,  not  of  the  pro- 
feffion,  having  read  in  a  loofe  leaf  of  fome 
old  book,  that  an  obflinate  conftipation  of 
the  bowels  had  been  removed  by  throwing 
cold  water  on  the  feet,  put  it  into  praftice 
in  Holland  on  an  acquaintance  of  his,  and 
of  the  Doftor  s,  in  a  cafe  of  that  kind,  that 
had  proved  obflinate  to  all  Dr.  Boer- 
haave’s  applications  for  feveral  days.  He 
adds  that  he  was  at  fome  pains  to  fearch  for 
the  author  of  this  hint,  but  could  find  no¬ 
thing  like  it,  fave  the  account  that  Braflavo- 

G  3  lus 
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lus  gives  of  Savanarola’s  curing  the  Duke 
of  Ferrara  of  a  three  days  conflipation  by 
making  him  walk  barefooted  on  a  cold  wet 
marble  floor. 

But  traces  that  might  lead  to  fuch  a  prac¬ 
tice  may  be  found  even  in  authors  of  high 
antiquity.  Hippocrates*  advifes  the  exter¬ 
nal  application  of  cold  water  in  the  tetanus, 
and  in  convulfive  complaints,  which  Van 
Swieten  obferves,  are  attended  with  obfli- 

nate 

*  Hippocr.  Aphor.  Sett.  V.  21.  Dc  humidorum  ufu 
XI.  16. 

The  following  cafe  from  Hippocrates  which  I  met  with 
fince  this  paper  was  fent  to  the  Society,  is  very  applicable 
to  the  prefent  fubjett.  “  A  woman  in  good  health  and 
corpulent,  having  taken  a  medicine  with  a  view  of  pro¬ 
moting  pregnancy,  was  feized  with  pain  in  the  ftomach, 
and  tormina  of  the  intefhnes,  together  with  enlargement  of 
the  abdomen.  Her  breath  was  obfl  rutted,  and  a  great  de- 
jettion  of  fpirits  accompanied  the  pain.  She  had  thrown 
up  fome  blood  by  vomiting,  and  had  five  times  fainted 
away  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  be,  to  all  appearance  dead: 
flic  had  vomited  by  means  of  cold  water,  but  without  any 
relief  oi  her  pain,  or  difficulty  of  refpiration,  About 
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nate  fpafm  and  great  pain  and  inflammation 
of’  the  bowels.  Alexander  Trallianus  gave 
cold  water,  as  drink,  in  cholics  arifing,  as  he 
fays,  from  hot  and  bilious  humours,  where 
the  vital  parts  remained  uninjured,  and  in- 
jetted  clyfters  of  the  fame,  a  practice  that  I 
have  been  informed  by  an  eminent  phyfician 
that  he  has  fuccefsfully  imitated  in  cafes  of 
obftinate  coflivenefs,  and  which  was,  he  in¬ 
formed  me,  tried,  with  advantage,  upon  the 
late  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  towards  the  latter  part 
of  his  life. 

Crato 

thirty  amphorae  of  cold  water  were  poured  upon  her,  and 
this  was  the  only  thing  that  appeared  to  give  relief.  After 
this  a  large  quantity  of  bile  was  difcharged  by  ftool,  where¬ 
as,  as  long  as  the  pain  continued,  nothing  would  pafs. 
The  patient  recovered.5' 


TiA  vyict ivecrtx,  nv'ocrioq  mxs?,  utto  x»t awora  aSuvy 

rnv  yctrzgx,  xxt  r^otyoq  \q  r»  ivrt^ov^  Ihievpix  <5s  wt’oirecTO 

xat  ciTTo^rt  cvv  oA»vj.  Ko-i  7ifA.euBV  ov  Tro’Xv.  Kui  e^cQccvt 

vremsxEj,  uq  TiSpocvou  xeejv*  Kut  qvte  ct%o  yoctzoq  tyaCKxy 

ovTi  rvq  o&vvri q  I'novariq^  ovre  rr,v  ’irvo’iv  vfiuToq  be  xa,zv/y^Y]act,v  ^vxgov 
oc.fj.tpof’etc  uq  r^axovTx  xcczoc,  t ov  crupccToq,  xcu  evokes  cc^jx  zovro  jw ,bi/or» 
vQtXttiv  Kai  v<ri£Ov  Kctru  e^u^y,cte  %oA>j  a V%vr>y  ote  5e  y  o^jvyi  ii^ex, 
ovoit  iSvvccro  yu^Yia-oc^  xa»  tfflu. 

\ 

Hippocratis  Epidemic.  Lib.  V.  Se£l.  xviii. 
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Crato*,  an  eminent  perfon  in  Medical 
fcience,  but  concerning  whofe  date  I  am 
not  informed,  and  Valefcus  di  Taranta,  who 
lived  about  the  year  1387,  both  performed 
great  cures  in  pains  of  the  bowels  by  apply¬ 
ing  linen  cloths,  dipt  in  cold  water,  to  the 
abdomen.  Septaliusd,  likewife  an  author  of 
later  date  avifes  cold  water  to  be  given  inter¬ 
nally  in  violent  cholicky  complaints,  and  re¬ 
lates  a  remarkable  cure,  that  he  performed 
bv  thefe  means  upon  a  Spanifh  nobleman 
in  the  mod  defperate  circumflances.  Hoff¬ 
man  likewife  tells  us,  that  in  the  warmer  cli¬ 
mates,  as  in  Italy,  and  efpecially  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Rome,  cooling  applica¬ 
tions,  and  efpecially  cold  water,  is  found  by 
experience  to  be  the  mod  efficacious  remedy. 
Amatus  likewife,  and  Zacutus  Lufitanus, 
advife  not  only  cold  water,  but  the  ufe  of 
ice  alfo,  in  the  bilious  cholic. 

Hoffman  J  alfo  deferibes  a  cafe  which 
happened  at  Leipfick,  wherein  he  himfelf 

was 

*  Quoted  from  Hoffman  de  inteftinorum  doloribus, 

+  Ibidem  Hoffmanni. 

J  Hoffman  de  inteflinor.  doloribus,  Obferv,  V. 
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was  concerned,  of  a  lady,  who,  after  having 
tried  in  vain  all  the  ufual  remedies  in  the 
molt  violent  pains  of  the  bowels,  was  at 
lalt  advifed  by  the  phyfician  that  attended 
her,  together  with  Dr.  Hoffman,  to  make  a 
trial  of  cold  water,  taken  internally,  which 
produced  a  plentiful  perfpiration,  which  was 
fucceeded  by  quiet  ffeep,  and  a  compleat 
relief  of  all  the  painful  fymptoms.  The 
fame  phyfician  affured  Dr.  Hoffman  that  he 
had  applied,  and  commonly  with  the  belt 
fuccefs,  linen  cloths  dipped  in  cold  water. 
From  a  review  of  the  above  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  the  ufe  of  this  remedy  is  beft 
adapted,  if  not  confined,  to  fuch  cafes  as  are 
attended  with  fever  and  inflammation,  and 

1 

particularly  with  heat  or  the  fkin.  The  effefil 
of  the  cold  application  probably  depends 
upon  the  fhock  produced  by  the  fudden 
change  of  temperature,  and  where  this  dif¬ 
ference  is  not  pretty  confiderable,  it  is  pro¬ 
bable  it  will  be  of  little  fervice.  I  (hall  not 
here  enter  into  any  argument  concerning  its 
mode  of  operation,  or  whether  its  aftion 
may  be  confidered  in  the  light  of  a  tonic 
ftimulant,  or  as  a  fedative,  but  which  foever 

of 
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of  thefe  opinions  be  adopted,  I  apprehend 
the  effetl  muff  be  proportioned  in  a  good 
meafure  to  the  heat  of  the  body,  and  the 
alteration  produced  in  the  temperature 
thereof,  by  the  application  of  the  cold  water. 
Hippocrates,  who  lived  himfelf  in  a  warm 
climate,  fpeaks  of  the  middle  of  fummer  as 
the  beft  time  of  year  for  the  trial  of  cold 
water  in  the  tetanus.  Alexander  Trallianus 
confines  its  ufe  to  fuch  cholics  as  arife  from 
hot  bilious  humours,  probably  meaning  fuch 
as  are  attended  with  heat  and  inflammation, 
and  efpecially  in  the  fummer  feafon.  Zacu- 
tus  Lufitanus  and  Septalius  both  (peak  of 
cold  water  as  a  remedy  proper  to  be  tried 
in  incipient  inflammations  attended  with 
great  heat  and  fever,  and  Hoffman  himfelf 
thinks  it  particularly  proper  in  the  bilious 
fevers  attended  with  cholic,  that  occur  in 
hot  climates.  It  is  not  unworthy  of  remark 
that  the  cafe  recorded  by  Dr.  Stevenfon,  as 
well  as  that  above-deferibed,  happened  at 
the  warmed  feafon  of  the  year :  Dr.  Steven- 
fons  commencing  on  the  feventh  of  July, 
and  that  above-deferibed  upon  the  fifteenth 

of 
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of  June,  and  when  the  weather  was  very 
warm. 

It  will  be  proper,  when  a  trial  of  this  re¬ 
medy  fhall  be  made,  to  caution  the  attend¬ 
ants  againft  any  ill-placed  timidity  in  ufing 
water,  not  of  the  proper  degree  of  coldnefs. 
The  efficacy  of  the  application  depends  on 
its  making  a  hidden  and  aftive  impreffion, 
which  is  only  to  be  effected  by  a  consider¬ 
able  decree  of  cold.  So  far  therefore  fhould 
we  be  from  any  referve  in  this  refpett,  that 
in  wTarm  weather,  we  fhould  not  only  employ 
the  coldeft  fpring  water  we  can  procure,  but 
even  encreafe  that  quality  by  artificial  means. 
In  the  inftance  above-defcribed,  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  cold  water  was  made  to  the  ex¬ 
tremities,  but  in  fome  of  the  other  accounts 
the  abdomen  was  the  part  on  which  this 
remedy  was  tried.  Which  of  thefe  modes  of 
ufing  it,  is  to  be  preferred,  I  cannot  deter¬ 
mine.  Perhaps  they  may  be  equally  effec¬ 
tual.  The  feet  and  hands  feem  more  con¬ 
venient  if  the  patient  can  bear  to  be  moved^ 
and  likewife  afford  the  belt  opportunity  for 
repeating  the  impreffion  of  cold,  by  pouring 
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on  frefli  ftreams  of  water;  but  if  this  cannot 
be  put  into  pra&ice,  cloths,  dipt  in  cold 
water,  may  be  laid  on  the  abdomen  and  fre¬ 
quently  changed.  It  appears  not  improba¬ 
ble  that  the  vitriolic  or  nitrous  aether,  both 

•  • 

of  which  produce  a  confiderable  degree  of 
cold  by  their  quick  evaporation,  might  be 
employed  with  advantage.  If  ufed  with  this 
intention,  it  fhould  be  poured  on  the  abdo¬ 
men,  and  juft  fpread  over  it,  and  fuHercd 
to  evaporate  without  the  part  to  which  it  is 
applied,  being  covered  up.  It  has  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  producing  a  very  fudden,  as  well 
as  confiderable  degree  of  cold,  and  of  not 
wetting  the  bed-cloaths.  Whether  it  may 
benefit  the  patient  by  any  virtues  of  the 
anodyne  kind  which  it  may  be  fuppofed  to 
pofiefs,  when  ufed  in  this  way,  I  do  not  de¬ 
termine,  but  leave  that  hint  to  the  empirics 
with  whom  aether  under  various  difguifes  has 
long  been  a  favourite  medicine. 
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ARTICLE  IX. 

On  the  Efficacy  of  the  Gummi  rubrum  aflrin- 
gens  Gambienfe  (« or  as  fome  term  it  the  Gum- 
mi  Kino )  in  intermittent  fevers ,  and  certain 
preternatural  dif charges .  In  a  letter  to 
Dr.  Lett  som,  from  Anthony  Fother- 
GILL,  M.  D.  &C. 

4<  PLU  RIM  A  ADHUC  DESUN  T,  SUPPLE  AT  yET  AS.** 

Read  Oftober  1 6,  1786- 
Dear  Sir, 

I  HAVE  not  been  unmindful  of  your  re- 
quell,  and  if  the  following  paper  fhould 
prove  fuitable  to  your  intended  publication, 
it  is  entirely  at  your  difpofal.  The  inquiry 
was  begun  at  the  entreaty  of  our  late  excel¬ 
lent  friend  Dr.  J.  Fothergill,  who  firft  intro¬ 
duced  this  new  aflringent  gum  into  our  ma¬ 
teria  medica,  and  whole  account  of  it,  as  com¬ 
municated  in  the  firft  volume  of  the  London 
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Inquiries,  is  the  only  one  extant ;  at  leaf!  that 
lias  yet  come  to  my  knowledge.  Having 
minuted  down,  agreeable  to  his  requeft,  fuch 
oblervations  as  occurred  to  me,  I  afterwards 
communicated  the  refult.  The  former  paper 
which  I  fent  him,  and  which  is  now  miffing, 
contained  feveral  experiments  on  its  chemi- 
,  cal  and  pharmaceutical  properties.  The 
prefent  one  gives  fome  account  of  its  medi¬ 
cinal  virtues. 

As  the  G.  Gambienfe  contains  an  aroma¬ 
tic  combined  with  an  aflringent  quality,  and 
therefore  in  fome  degree  approaches  to  the 
Peruvian  bark,  it  feemed  not  unreafonable  to 
fuppofe  that  it  might  poffibly  in  fome  cafes, 
fupply  its  place,  efpecially  where  ceconomy 
is  no  fmall  objeCi,  as  in  hofpital  practice,  and 
amongft  the  poorer  fort  of  patients  in  gene¬ 
ral.  The  Gum  being  not  only  confiderably 
cheaper  than  the  bark,  but  alfo  much  lefs 
liable  to  fophiflication.  The  principal  cafes 
in  which  it  was  tried  were  intermittent  fevers, 
and  preternatural  difeharges.  In  fome  in- 
ftanccs  it  fucceeded  far  beyond  my  hopes,  in 
others  it  difappointed  my  expectation.  But 

the 
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the  general  refult  (of  which  the  following  is  an 
impartial  account)  at  leaft  intitles  it  to  fur¬ 
ther  examination. 


CASE  I. 


ANN  MUSKETT,  aged  18,  of  a  robuft 
habit,  was  feized  in  the  autumn  of  the 
year  1 767,  with  a  quotidian  ague.  The  pa- 
roxyfms  were  fevere,  always  returning  at 
midnight,  attended  with  hiccup,  and  violent 
pain  in  her  head,  and  through  her  body. 
After  (he  had  tried  the  bark,  and  fome  other 
medicines  at  home  for  about  two  months 
without  effeft,  (lie  came  to  the  Northamp¬ 
ton  hofpital,  and  was  admitted  an  out-patient 
under  my  care.  I  recommended  tinft.  gum. 
gambiens.  prepared  with  proof  fpirit  in  the 
following  method : 


R.  Gum.  rubr .  Aftring .  Gambiens.  fiulv.  gij. 

Sp.  vini  ten .  Ibj. 

Digere  dies  [ex  e?  cola. 

A  fimilar  tinfture  I  am  glad  to  find,  has 
at  length  been  adopted  into  the  new  edition 

of 
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of  the  Edinburgh  Difpenfary,  which  it  is  pre¬ 
fumed  will  be  found  n^uch  fuperior  to  the 
tjnftura  japonica  :  half  an  ounce  to  be  taken 
fen  .hour  before  the  fit  in  a  draught  of  herb 
tea,  and  to  be  repeated  every  four  hours 
during  the  intermillion.  The  fits  foon  be¬ 
came  milder,  and  the  tinclure  was  continued. 
In  about  a  month,  the  ague  wholly  difap- 
peared,  and  (he  was  difmided  with  an  injunc¬ 
tion  to  return  in  cafe  of  a  relapfe,  but  as  fhe 
continued  free  from  complaints,  {lie  found 
no  occafion  to  revifit  the  hofpital. 


CASE  II. 

SARAH  CULL,  aged  14,  of  a  found 
conflitution,  was  admitted  Dec.  17,  1767, 
for  a  quotidian  ague,  which  fhe  had  had 
about  fix  weeks,  attended  with  the  ufual 
fymptoms.  After  an  emetic  fhe  took  every 
four  hours  a  fcruple  of  the  gum.  gambicn.  in 
herb  tea.  It  oceafioned  no  ficknefs  or  nau- 
fea  (which  fometimes  indeed  happens  when 
the  gum  is  given  in  fubfiance.)  But  on  the 

contrary. 
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contrary,  her  appetite  during  its  ufe,  daily 
improved.  The  ague  ceafed  in  lefs 
days,  and  file  was  dilmiffed  cured. 


CASE  III. 

ANN  POOL,  aged  37,  of  a  very 
ble  conftitution,  had  for  feveral  years  been 
affli&ed  with  hyfteric  fymptoms,  for  which 
file  became  an  hofpital  patient,  Auguft  15, 
1767,  and  was  in  fix  weeks  confiderably  re¬ 
lieved  by  extr.  cort.  peruv.  &  fp.  vol.  fcetid. 
But  what  feemed  remarkable,  fhewas,  during 
liberal  courfe  of  the  bark,  feized  with  a  ter¬ 
tian  intermittent,  againft  which  the  grand 
febrifuge  (as  it  is  commonly  termed)  appeared 
to  have  loft  its  wonted  efficacy.  In  its  place 
therefore,  I  ordered  her  half  a  dram  of  the 
gum.  gambien.  to  be  taken  every  four  hours 
between  the  paroxyfms,  without  any  previous 
emetic.  This  fhe  continued  about  a  month 

1 

when  the  ague  left  her,  and  fhe  was  dif- 
charged.  It  may  not  be  improper  alfo  to 
add,  that  the  daily  ufe  of  the  bark,  and  alter- 
Vol.  II.  -  H  wards 
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wards  of  the  adringent  gum  did  not  at  all 
interrupt  the  regular  return  of  the  catamenia 
at  the  ufual  period.  A  circumdance  which 
I  have  fometimes  obferved  in  other  cafes 
during  the  ufe  of  powerful  adringents,  and 
feems  not  unworthy  of  attention. 


CASE  IV. 

JONATHAN  WILLES,  middle  aged, 
was  admitted  an  hofpital  patient,  Dec.  5th, 
1767,  having  laboured  under  a  tertian  ague 
for  nine  months,  for  which  he  had  taken 
bark  about  three  months,  but  without  any 
lading  benefit.  The  difeafe  was  attended 
with  a  fevere  cough.  After  an  emetic  of 
antimonial  wine,  I  directed  half  an  ounce  of 
tinfl.  gambien.  in  warm  linfeed  tea  every  four 
hours,  and  a  common  linflus  to  be  taken 
occafionally  when  the  cough  was  trouble- 
fome.  The  ague  entirely  difappeared  in  lefs 
than  a  month,  but  the  cough  which  had  been 
of  long  danding  dill  continued,  though  in  a 
lefs  degree;  at  length,  however,  it  yielded  to 
country  air,  and  fuitable  medicines. 


CASE 
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CASE  V. 

ELIZ.  BROUGHTON,  aged  about  40, 
was  admitted  May  7,  1768,  for  a  tertian  ague 
of  a  month  handing.  An  emetic  was  or¬ 
dered,  and  the  tinft.  gambien.  as  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  cafes.  The  ague  left  her  in  three 
weeks,  but  returned  the  week  following.  On 
repeating  the  medicine,  fhe  foon  recovered 
without  fuffering  any  further  relapfe. 


CASE  VI. 

THOMAS  HALL,  aged  20,  was  received 
into  the  hofpital,  Nov.  21,  1 767,  for  a  tertian 
of  fix  weeks  handing,  accompanied  with  the 
ordinary  fymptoms.  I  ordered  a  vomit,  and 
afterwards  a  fcruple  of  g.  gambien.  in  herb 
tea  every  three  hours,  and  in  three  weeks  he 
was  difcharged  cured. 


H  2 
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CASE  VII. 

JOHN  LUCK,  middle  aged,  and  of  a 
fickly  conftitution,  was  admitted  Decern.  5, 
1767,  for  an  obfiinate  intermittent,  under 
which  lie  had  laboured  for  feveral  months, 
during  which  it  had  afTumed  various  types, 
and  of  late  had  become  totally  irregular. 
After  an  antimonial  emetic,  the  tinft.  gam- 
bien.  was  given  between  the  fits  as  above. 
By  which  means  the  dileafe  became  much  lefs 
fevere,  but  Hill  the  paroxyfms  returned  at 
irregular  periods,  notwithfianding  the  medi¬ 
cine  was  continued  almoft  two  months. 
Tinft.  cort.  peruv.  was  now  given  in  its  (lead, 
and  an  antimonial  fudorific  during  the  parox- 
yfm,  nor  had  thefe  any  better  fuccefs;  for 
the  ague  continued  as  obfiinate  as  ever,  dur¬ 
ing  the  remaining  winter,  and  even  till  the 
fpring  was  confidcrably  advanced,  when  it 
went  off  fpontaneoufly  ;  rather  perhaps  in 
confequcnce  of  the  genial  warmth  of  the  fea- 
fon,  than  real  utility  derived  from  any  of  the 
medicines.  Hence  the  wonderful  cures  of 
agues  ignorantly  attributed  to  a  variety  of 

the 
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the  mod  abfurd  and  infignificant  remedies, 
merely  in  confequence  of  the  noftrum  being 
adminiftered  at  this  lucky  period. 


CASE  VIII. 

ELIZ.  GADSDON,  aged  about  50,  of  a 
very  {lender  habit,  had  long  laboured  under 
an  irregular  ague,  which  had  been  repeatedly 
fuppreffed  by  the  cortex,  but  {till  returned, 
and  of  late  had  affumed  the  quartan  type. 
She  was  admitted,  Nov.  21,  1767.  An 
emetic  was  firft  given,  and  afterwards  the 
tinft.  gambienf.  every  three  hours  during  the 
intermiffion.  This  {he  continued  for  the 
fpace  of  three  weeks,  when  {he  was  difmiffed 
cured. 


CASE  IX. 

HAN.  POWELL,  about  40  years  of  age, 
and  of  a  delicate  conftitution,  was  admitted 
December  5,  1768,  having  laboured  under  an 
obftinate  quartan  a  whole  year,  which  had 

H  3  refilled 
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refilled  the  bark,  and  various  other  medi¬ 
cines.  What  was  remarkable  in  this  ague, 
the  fit  always  begun  in  the  foies  of  her  feet; 
after  which  it  gradually  afeended  to  her 
head.  An  hour  before  the  approach  of  the 
returning  fit,  I  ordered  her  an  emetic  of 
vinum  antimoniale,  and  about  fix  drams  of 
the  tinfi.  gamb.  to  be  taken  in  an  infufion  of 
mint  every  four  hours  during  the  apyrexia. 
The  ague  difappeared  in  about  five  weeks, 
and  fhe  was  difeharged ;  but  fhe  had  not  been 
many  days  abfent  before  (lie  relapfed.  Upon 
which,  the  tinfture  was  repeated  for  a  fort¬ 
night  longer,  when  the  ague  again  difap- 
peared,  but  did  not  afterwards  return. 


CASE  X. 

JOB  WRIGHTON,  aged  about  40,  of  a 

(lender  habit,  was  admitted  Dec.  19,  1768, 

for  a  flubborn  quartan  of  the  autumnal  kind, 

for  which  he  had  taken  bark  without  fuc- 

ccfs.  After  a  common  emetic,  the  tin6l. 

gambien.  was  adminifiered  as  above,  by 

>vhich  the  fits  became  much  milder,  till  the 

*  * 

weather 
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weather  grew  extremely  cold,  when  the  dif- 
eafe  increafed,  and  all  the  fymptoms  were 
aggrawted.  The  bark  was  again  tried  with 
an  addition  of  crude  fal  aminon.  but  the 
ague  continued  to  gain  ground,  and  from  a 
quartan  became  a  quotidian.  Now  the  emetic 
was  repeated,  and  likewife  increafed  dofes  of 
the  tinft.  gambien.  An  antimonial  diapho¬ 
retic  was  alfo  adminiftered  an  hour  before 
the  fit.  The  paroxyfms  grew  {horter,  and 
the  difeafe  foon  yielded  to  this  method  with¬ 
out  any  fubfequent  relapfe. 


CASE  XI. 

W.  MAYE,  aged  24,  of  a  (lender  habit, 
having  about  the  beginning  of  Dec.  1767, 
juft  recovered  from  a  jaundice,  was  feized 
with  an  obftinate  quartan  ague.  The  parox¬ 
yfms  were  long,  and  fevere,  but  not  accom¬ 
panied  with  any  unufual  fymptoms.  An 
emetic  was  firft  exhibited,  and  afterwards  half 
a  dram  of  the  g.  gambien.  in  a  draught  of 
herb  tea,  every  four  hours.  Before  he  had 
taken  the  twelfth  dofe,  the  ague  vanifhed, 

and 
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and  though  from  that  time  he  difeontinued 
the  medicine,  it  did  not  return. 


CASE  XII. 

RICH.  ALLEN,  a  robuft  man,  aged  40, 
was  admitted  Jan.  28.  1769,  for  an  autumnal 
quartan,  which  had  continued  obftinate 
above  four  months.  The  cold  fit  generally 
lafled  full  three  hours,  during  which,  his 
appetite  was  voracious,  and  lie  eagerly  de¬ 
voured  not  only  his  own  food,  but  alfo  that 
of  the  other  patients,  when  he  could  get  it. 
The  rigor  was  fucceeded  by  a  very  fevere 
hot  fit,  which  continued  feveral  hours.  After 
an  emetic,  he  took  half  a  dram  of  the  g.  gam- 
bienfe  every  four  hours,  during  the  inter- 
miftion.  The  fymptoms  abated,  and  at 
length  ceafed  for  about  ten  days,  and  then 
returned  with  greater  violence.  The  emetic 
was  now  repeated,  double  dofes  of  the  gum 
were  adminillered,  and  an  anodyne  pill  with 
extr.  thebaic,  at  the  beginning  of  the  hot  fit. 
The  paroxyfms  from  this  time  became  milder, 
his  appetite  more  moderate,  and  in  about 

three 
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three  weeks  longer,  the  ague  entirely  difap- 
peared.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve, 
that  in  fome  other  obflinate  agues,  which 
have  occurred  fince,  wherein  the  hot  fit  was 
attended  with  acute  pains  in  the  head,  or 
through  the  body,  an  opiate  was  given  at  the 
approach  of  this  fecondflage  of  the  paroxyfm 
with  good  effect.  It  feldom  failed  to  allevi¬ 
ate  the  fymptoms  by  exciting  a  copious  per- 
Ipiration,  fucceeded  by  a  placid,  and  refrefh- 
ing  deep.  This  method,  however  dilfonant 
to  ancient  maxims,  is  now  fufficiently  eftab- 
lifhed  by  the  experienced  Dr.  Lind,  in  his 
valuable  obferyations  on  difeafes  of  hot  cli¬ 
mates. 

In  the  preceding  cafes,  no  auxiliary  medi¬ 
cines  were  employed,  except  thole  which 
have  been  fpecified,  nor  indeed  was  there 
much  need  of  them,  as  the  gum  alone,  after 
the  ufe  of  an  emetic,  generally  anfwered 
every  intention  of  cure.  The  authenticity 
of  thefe  cafes  (being  chiefly  hofpital  ones) 
may  at  any  time  be  confirmed,  by  compar¬ 
ing  the  above  extrafts  with  the  regifler  kept 
in  the  hofpital  book. 


Medical  Society  of 


The 


ioG  MEMOIRS  of  the 


The  fuccefs  of  the  aftringent  gum  in  fomc 
of  the  preceding  inftances,  and  particularly 
where  the  peruvian  bark  had  failed,  may 
ferve  to  fhew  that  it  is  not  undeferving  the 
attention  of  pra&itioncrs.  It  is  by  no  means, 
however,  offered  to  their  confideration  as  a 

fpecific  in  intermittents.  Nor  muff  it  be  con- 

% 

coaled,  that  in  three  later  cafes,  which  feemed 
in  no  wife  different  from  fome  of  the  fore¬ 
going  ones,  it  entirely  fruffrated  my  hopes, 
and  the  cortex  afterwards,  though  not  with¬ 
out  much  difficulty,  performed  a  cure. 

In  preternatural  difcharges,  the  gum  gam- 
bienfe  has  been  tried  with  various  fuccefs. 
To  tranfcribe  the  hiftories  at  large  would 
extend  this  paper  to  an  immoderate  length. 
Let  it  fuffice  therefore  to  obferve  in  general, 
that  in  profufe  difcharges  of  the  catamenia. 
It  has  fometimes  afforded  fignal  relief.  Like- 
wife  in  recent  diarrhacas,  and  dyfenteries, 
after  the  neceffary  preparative  evacuations. 
A  youth  of  14,  who  from  infancy  had  been 
troubled  with  an  incontinency  of  urine,  was 
remarkably  relieved  by  the  daily  ufe  of  the 
gum  made  into  an  eledlary  with  fyr.  e  me- 
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In  the  fluor  albus,  it  has  hitherto  generally 
difappointed  my  expeftation.  In  one  cafe 
of  a  chronic  dyfentery ;  in  another  of  a  dia¬ 
betes  ;  and  in  a  third  of  a  feminal  weaknefs, 
it  was  tried  a  long  time  with  no  better  fuccefs. 
In  juftice  to  the  medicine,  however,  it  ought 
to  be  obferved,  that  the  two  former  cafes 
afterwards  baffled  a  variety  of  other  remedies, 
and  at  length  terminated  fatally :  the  latter 
remained  far  from  being  cured.  But  on  what 
article  in  the  Materia  Medica  can  we  rely, 
where  the  internal  organs  are  decayed,  or 
have  entirely  loft  their  natural  tone?  How 
often  in  fuch  untoward  cafes,  have  we  not 
occafion  filently  to  lament  the  inefficacy  of 
our  moft  celebrated  remedies,  and  candidly  to 
acknowledge  the  imperfeftion  of  our  art ! 

Such  at  leaft  are  the  real  fentiments  of 
Dear  Sir, 

your  fincere  friend, 

A.  FOTHERGILL* 

Bath,  Sept.  24,  1786. 
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ARTICLE  X. 

An  Account  of  a  Cafe  of  a  Tetanus  fucccfs fully 
treated  by  the  Ufe  of  Calomel,  Bark,  Wine,  and 
the  Cold  Bath;  in  a  Letter  from  Mr.  John 
Tho.  Sho  aft,  Student  of  Medicine  at  An¬ 
napolis,/^  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush,  ofPm- 
L  A  D  e  L  p  H  i  A .  Communicated  by  D  r .  R  u  s  H , 
in  a  Letter  to  J.  C.  Lettsom,  M.  D.  &c. 

Read  December  3,  1787. 

irpROM  a  prefumption  that  your  humanity 
^  will  be  pleafed  at  being  informed  that  a 
fellow  creature  at  this  moment,  perhaps, 
owes  the  bleflings  of  life  and  health  to  your 
difeoveries,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  in¬ 
trude  on  your  time,  the  relation  of  a  cafe  of 
tetanus,  whofe  happy  termination  is  fufTfcient 
to  eflablifh  the  mode  of  praflice  recom¬ 
mended  by  you  in  this  diforder.* 

To  Dr.  Murray,  of  Annapolis,  my  precep¬ 
tor,  under  whofe  care  I  imbibed  my  earlieft 

ideas 


*  Memoirs  of  the  Medical  Society,  Vol.  I.  page  65. 
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ideas  of  medicine,  an  application  was  made 
by  a  gentleman,  whofe  negro  boy,  as  he  ex- 
prefied  it,  “  was  lying  at  death  s  door,  with 
“  a  lock  jaw,  arifing  from  a  wound  in  his 
“  foot/5  I  mentioned  to  the  doftor  your 
method  of  cure.  He  readily  acquiefced,  and 
direfted  me  to  purfue  it. 

The  gentleman  lived  fome  miles  from  this 
city,  and  conceived  the  cafe  fo  far  beyond 
the  power  of  medicine,  that  he  thought  it  un« 
necelfary  the  boy  fhould  be  vifited,  and  only 
wifhed  fuch  medicines  and  advice  as  mirfit 

o 

be  thought  proper,  from  his  report  of  the 
complaint,  to  be  given  to  him.  This,  with 
fome  other  reafons,  prevented  my  feeing  the 
patient  during  the  difeafe,  though  very  much 
interefted  in  the  event,  as  I  had  been  a  wit- 
nefs  to  the  melancholy  termination  of  fome 
other  cafes  of  this  nature,  in  which  opium, 
warm,  and  cold  bathing,  had  been  employed 
to  the  utmoft  extent  propofed  by  the  lateft 
and  bell  authors  upon  this  lubjeft.  I  wrote 
to  the  gentleman  freely  at  the  time  the  ap¬ 
plication  was  made,  and  begged  him  to  pay 
attention  to  the  fymptoms  and  the  effects  of 

the 
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the  courfe  propofed.  He  has  fince  very  po¬ 
litely  and  fenfibly  given  me  an  accurate  de- 
fcription  of  the  cafe,  and  anfwered  with  can¬ 
dor  all  the  queftions  I  propoled  to  him. 

A  negro  boy*  about  thirteen  years  of  age, 
defcended  from  healthy  parents  ;  of  a  robulf 
conflitution,  and  not  fubjeft  to  intermittent 
fevers,  which  prevail  in  that  part  of  the 
country  in  which  he  lives,  and  who,  from 
his  infancy,  had  been  expofed  to  the  hard- 
fliips  of  a  Maryland  negro,  by  accident  on 
the  29th  of  May  run  a  large  fplinter  into  his 
foot,  near  the  infertion  of  the  flexor  primi 
internodii  policis  pedis  :  it  penetrated  a  con- 
(iderable  depth,  and  was  in  part  extra£tcd, 
but  with  difficulty,  by  fome  of  the  family. 
Little  blood  iffued  from  the  wound,  which 
remained  painful  four  or  five  days,  without 
any  appearance  of  fuppuration,  and  fcarce 
any  of  tumefaftion ;  when  by  a  fecond  at¬ 
tempt,  the  remaining  part  was  extrafted,  and 
the  wound  immediately  healed.  Some  days 
elapfed  without  any  complaint  from  the  pa¬ 
tient,  or  any  attention  from  the  family. 
June  10,  he  complained  of  a  rigidity  in  the 

fmall 
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fmall  of  his  back,  with  flight  fpafms  extend¬ 
ing  to  the  (houlders  (particularly  confined 
to  this  traft).  11th,  he  complained  of  ex¬ 
treme  pain,  and  the  fpine  was  a  little  bowed. 
12th,  the  fpafms  extended  to  the  neck,  and 
he  had  a  difficulty  in  deglutition.  His  mafter 
applied  a  blifter  to  the  back  of  his  neck* 
which  feemed  to  afford  fome  relief ;  how¬ 
ever,  in  the  courfe  of  the  two  following  days, 
the  whole  body  was  in  a  ftate  of  rigidity. 
The  jaws  became  clenched  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  it  was  with  grea<t  difficulty  anything  could 
be  got  into  the  mouth.  The  fpafms  recurred 
with  violence  and  rapidity;  the  fenforiuni 
at  times  was  much  difordered ;  yet,  in  the 
momentary  intermiflions  of  convulfions,  he 
exprefled  in  the  flrongefl  terms  his  fenfe  of 
hunger.  His  belly  was  bound,  and  he  had 
no  difcharge  of  faeces  for  three  days,  although 
inje6tions  had  been  adminiftered  night  and 
morning.  June  14th.  This  was  the  ftate  of 
the  patient  when  application  was  made  for 
afliftance,  when  the  following  medicines 
were  ordered : 

R.  Calom .  ppt .  gr.  x.  fa.  fumend .  et  repet.  hora 
quanta  f  alvi  folutio  non  fuf  erven . 


He 
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He  took  two  dofes,  which  procured  four 
dejections.  There  was  no  alteration  in  the 
recurrence  of  the  fpafms,  and  no  delirium 
this  night.  15th,  took  eight  teafpoonfuls  of 
bark,  and  a  pint  of  Madeira  wine,  and  was 
bathed  three  times  in  cold  water;  he  took 
likewife  one  grain  of  opium  at  bed  time. 
Symptoms  not  increafed;  dozed  a  little  thro’ 
the  night.  16th.  Complained  of  fore*  mouth 
and  gums,  took  ten  doles  of  the  bark,  had  a 
pint  of  wine,  was  bathed  as  before  and  took 
a  grain  of  opium  at  bed  time.  17th.  The 
fpafms  were  not  fo  frequent,  and  the  mufcles 
of  the  jaws  were  fomewhat  relaxed.  1 1  is 
mouth  was  a  little  fore.  He  continued  the 
bark,  wine,  and  cold  bath,  without  the  pill  at 
bed  time.  Appearances  grew  more  favour¬ 
able  daily.  On  the  21ft  the  mailer  informed 
us  the  boy  grew  fo  much  better  as  to  fit  up, 
though  he  was  not  perfectly  relieved  from 
the  convulfions,  and  had  Hill  a  flight  rigidity 
in  his  jaws.  He  was  dire&ed  to  continue  the 
lame  courfe,  and  to  ufe  a  rich  invigorating 

diet 

*  If  this  arofe  from  the  mercury,  and  the  cold  bath  was 
continued  after,  is  it  not  a  prooi  that  they  may  fometime$ 
be  ufed  together  ? 
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diet  for  a  week  longer :  when  I  had  the  pleafure 
of  being  acquainted,  by  a  very  ,  polite  letter, 
which  contains  in  fubftance  what  I  have  re¬ 
lated  refpetting  this  cafe,  that  the  patient  was 
in  perfeft  health  and  that  a  total  defquama- 
tion  of  the  cuticle  had  taken  place. 

In  the  firft  infiance,  I  direfted  an  incifion 
into  the  part  wounded  and  fome  ftimulating 
application  to  be  ufed ;  but  this  was  omitted. 
The  cold  bath  was  continued  for  ten  minutes 
at  a  time,  and  applied  by  pouring  buckets  of 
cold  water  over  the  head,  after  which  the 
patient  was  well  rubbed  and  put  to  bed.  The 
pleafure  I  experienced  in  the  fuccefs  that 
attended  this  cafe  has,  if  pofiible,  more  firmly 
impreffed  the  opinions  I  had  readily  em¬ 
braced  from  your  publication  on  this  fubjeft. 
Its  caufe  is  certainly  debility,  and  its  cure 
mud  depend  on  thofe  remedies  which  moll 
powerfully  obviate  it. 

I  am,  Sir, 

your  humble  fervant, 

JOHN  THO.SHOAFT. 
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ARTICLE  XI. 


An  Account  of  a  Cafe  of  Tetanus  fucceffully 
treated  by  the  Ufe  of  Calomel ,  Bark,  and  Wine ; 
in  a  Letter  from  Dr.  Cornelius  Conyng- 
ham  a/' Virginia,  to  the  lion.  George 
Mason,  Efq.  Member  of  the  Convention  of 
the  United  States ,  affembled  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  1787.  Communicated  by  Dr.  B e N j . 
Rush,  to  J.  C.  Let tsom.  M.  D.  &c. 


Read  Dec.  3d  and  17th,  1787. 

Dear  Sir, 

AS  the  communication  of  the  following 
cafe  may  be  of  ufe  to  the  public,  I 
hope  you  will  excufe  the  trouble  I  give  you 
in  requeuing  you  to  fhew  it  to  Dr.  Benjamin 
Ruth,  who  is  at  liberty  to  make  what  ufe  he 
may  think  proper  of  it. 


On  the  18th  of  May,  I  was  Tent  for  to  a 
negro  boy  of  yours,  ten  years  of  age,  and 
of  a  robuft  make.  He  had  Iofl  the  ufe  of 

his 
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his  limbs  (as  the  overfeer  expreffed  it)  three 
or  four  days  before,  and  was  now  all  over 
rigid,  except  his  arms,  and  he  had  been 
coflive  from  the  very  beginning  of  the  dis¬ 
order.  I  immediately  gave  him  fifteen  grains 
of  calomel,  and  had  thoughts  of  ufing  the 
warm  bath  and  opium;  but  having  lately 
read  a  piece  of  Dr.  Rufh’s  on  the  cure  of  the 
tetanus  by  bark  and  wine ;  from  the  reafoning 
there  ufed,  I  did  not  hefitate  to  put  his  mode 
in  practice,  and  direfted,  if  the  calomel  did 
not  operate  in  two  or  three  hours,  to  give 
him  a  drachm  of  the  bark,  in  a  glafs  of  port 
wine  every  two  hours.  20th.  He  had  a 
plentiful  flool,  after  which  he  appeared  to 
be  much  eafier.  2  lft.  I  faw  him  again,  when 
he  could  move  his  head  from  fide  to  fide, 
though  the  fliffnefs  elfewhere  was  much  as 
before.  I  directed  a  dofe  of  falts  for  him  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning,  provided  he  had  not  a  flool 
before  that  time.  22d.  He  complained  of  a 
fo renefs  of  his  mouth  and  throat,  and  on  ex¬ 
amination,  the  infide  of  his  cheeks  and  tom 
fils,  were  found  to  be  ulcerated.  Remarking 
that  Dr.  Rufh  adviles  the  raifmg  an  inflam¬ 
matory  diathefis  in  this  diforder,  I  was  not 

I  2  at 
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at  all  alarmed,  as  I  apprehended  that  it  arofe 
from  the  mercury’s  lodging  fo  long  in  his 
bowels,  and  therefore  only  directed  his  mouth 
to  be  gargled  with  alum  water.  25th.  I 
found  him  fitting  up,  the  forenefs  in  his 
mouth  and  throat  gone,  his  appetite  good 
and  belly  regular ;  his  legs  and  thighs  flill 
(lifF  and  belly  hard,  but  the  fpafms  evidently 
on  the  decline.  June  9th.  Still  mending, 
but  the  left  leg  and  thigh  ft  ill  rigid.  Some 
days  ago  he  voided  five  worms  about  lour  or 
five  inches  long  at  one  flool,  and  in  a  day  or 
two  after  he  voided  four  more  all  dead.  I 
direfted  four  grains  of  calomel  to  be  given 
at  night,  and  a  gentle  purgative  in  the  morn* 
ing,  the  bark  to  be  continued  as  before. 
15th,  I  was  informed  by  Capt.  Wm.  Mafon, 
that  the  boy  was  walking  about,  that  the  lad 
dofe  of  mercury  had  very  happy  effecls,  but 
that  no  more  worms  had  come  away.  He 
took  twenty  ounces  of  bark  during  his  illnefs. 

As  the  above  cafe  terminated  happily,  I 
think  the  public  highly  indebted  to  Dr.  Rufii, 
who  firll  fuggeded  the  curing  of  this  diforder 
by  bark  and  wine,  but  as  mercury  has  been 

mentioned 
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mentioned  by  fome  eminent  writers,  I  thought 

proper  in  this  cafe  to  continue  it,  with  the 

bark,  and  was  happy  to  find  it  anfwered  the 

defired  intention.  There  may  fome  doubt 

» 

remain  with  refpeft  to  the  primary  caufe  of 
this  boys  complaint.  The  worms  he  dif- 
charged  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  fome  (hare 
in  it,  but  the  overfeer  fays  he  lay  out  of  doors 
the  greater  part  of  an  evening  after  a  hot 
day,  previous  to  his  being  feized  with  the 
fpafms. 

In  this  cafe,  as  there  had  no  opium  been 
given  through  the  whole  courfe  of  the  com¬ 
plaint,  the  coftivenefs  mud  have  been  the 
effecl  of  the  dileafe.  Small  dofes  of  calomel 
were  repeated  for  fome  time  after,  at  the  in¬ 
terval  of  every  two  or  three  days,  until  he 
got  entirely  well. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  refpect  and  efteem, 
your  obedient  and  humble  fervant, 

CORNELIUS  CONYNGHAMo 

•Colchefter,  Aug.  19,  ,1787. 

( 

-  •  j  '  / 

I3  '  ARTICLE 


.  1 1 8  MEMOIRS  of  the 


* 


ARTICLE  XII. 

A  Cafe  of  the  Uterus  lacerated  by  the  Force  of 
Labour  Pains,  by  Joseph  Hooper,  Sur¬ 
geon,  and  F.  M.  S. 

Read  November  6,  1787. 

A  Gentlewoman  who  was  taken  in  labour 
about  four  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
fent  for  me  in  a  great  hurry  about  eight. 
She  had  had  three  children  before,  and 
(though  (he  had  been  attended  at  different 
times  by  two  eminent  prafl itioners)  they  were 
all  dill  born,  from  the  difficulty  of  her  la¬ 
bours;  (he  being  very  corpulent,  her  pelvis 
narrow  and  children  large.  However,  from 
ffrong  recommendation,  fhe  entertained  great 
hopes  of  my  delivering  her  of  a  live  child,  of 
which  both  (he  and  her  hufband  were  ex¬ 
tremely  defirous.  Upon  entering  the  room, 

I  found  her  in  very  ffrong  pains,  and  by  the 
touch  perceived  the  membranes  pufhed  to 
the  middle  of  the  pelvis,  but  rather  of  a  co¬ 
nical 
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nical  form.  I  could  eafily  feel  the  os  inter¬ 
num  towards  the  pubis,  but  a  great  part  of 
its  fegment  towards  the  facrum  was  out  of 
the  reach  of  my  finger,  nor  could  I  feel  any 
part  of  the  child  prefenting.  In  about  half 
an  hour  the  membranes  broke,  as  file  took  a 
firong  pain  fitting  on  the  clofe  (tool,  and  a 
great  quantity  of  coffee-coloured  water  was 
evacuated,  her  pains  ftill  continuing  very  fre¬ 
quent  and  firong.  I  then  examined  again, 
but  could  ftill  find  nothing  prefenting.  In 
about  an  hour  more  I  could  juft  feel  the 
child's  head  high  up  at  the  brim  of  the  pelvis  ; 
but  ftill  finding  the  vacancy  in  the  os  inter¬ 
num,  I  attributed  it  to  a  lacetation  which 
might  have  happened  in  one  of  her  former 
fevere  labours.  I  therefore  encouraged  her 
to  wait  with  patience  till  the  head  fliould 
further  advance  into  the  pelvis,  when,  I  flat¬ 
tered  myfelf  there  might  be  a  chance  at  leaft, 
to  fave  the  child  with  the  forceps ;  to  which 
end  I  kept  her  as  quiet  as  poflible,  fupport- 
ing  her  with  broth,  and  as  file  complained  of 
great  thirft,  fome  balm  tea,  occafionally.  But 
though  the  pains  continued  ftrong,  with  (as 
file  called  it)  a  tearing  fenfation  in  her  back, 

even 
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even  in  the  intervals  of  the  pains,  yet  as  I 
examined  from  time  to  time,  I  could  not  per¬ 
ceive  the  leaft  advance,  nor  indeed  did  the 
head  during  a  pain  feem  to  be  at  all  pro¬ 
truded.  About  four  in  the  afternoon  (he 
faid  the  pain  had  entirely  left  her  back,  and 
was  wholly  in  her  belly  and  thighs,  with  con¬ 
tinual  nippings  within  fide  her  belly.  After 
this,  upon  touching,  I  found  the  head  rather 
higher  than  before,  which  difheartened  me 
not  a  little,  efpecially  as  her  pains  began  to 
abate  confiderably.  I  then  the  more  tho¬ 
roughly  to  fatisfy  myfelf  as  to  the  (ituation  of 
the  head,  introduced  my  left  hand,  and  with 
my  fingers  in  a  flattened  form  between  the 
head  and  facrum,felt  the  left  ear.  In  doingtlus 
I  did  not  meet  with  the  leaff  preflure  from 
the  child’s  head,  which  was  quite  difengaged  ; 
nor  could  I  even  now  feel  the  pofterior  part 
of  the  os  internum.  Being,  however,  fatis- 
fied  as  to  the  pofition,  I  withdrew  my  hand, 
the  pains  {fill  growing  lefs  frequent  and 
weaker,  but  fhe  lamented  greatly  the  nip¬ 
pings  and  pinchings  in  her  belly,  which  rather 
increafed  as  the  true  labour  pains  decreafed. 
She  had  frequent  Teachings,  but  brought  up 

nothing 
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nothing  except  wind.  Sometime  after,  upon 
touching  during  a  pain,  the  head  was  not  to 
be  felt  ;  1  then  defired  her  to  fit  on  the  fide 
of  the  bed  a  little  while,  after  which  I  again 
examined  and  found  it  juft  as  before.  Upon 
confidering  this  circumftance,  with  the  ftate 
of  my  patient,  who  was  now  much  lower  and 
fainter  than  (he  had  been  all  day,  that  fome 
frnall  hsemmorrhage,  which  at  times  had  ap¬ 
peared  from  the  beginning  of  her  labour 
was  now  increafmg,  that  the  pelvis  was  nar¬ 
row,  and  the  child  probably  large,  I  began 
to  defpair  of  the  child,  and  was  very  uneafy 
on  the  mother’s  account.  I  defired  therefore 
that  another  of  the  profelhon  might  be  called 
in  before  any  ftep  was  taken  refpefting  the 
delivery.  Accordingly  Dr.  Griffiths  (who 
had  delivered  her  before  with  the  crotchet 
after  opening  the  head)  was  fent  for,  and 
came  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening.  The 
Doctor  having  acquainted  himfelf  with  the 
fftuation  of  affairs,  and  confidering  that  as 
the  child’s  head  was  fo  high  up,  no  attempts 
could  be  made  with  the  crotchet,  as  in  her 
former  labours,  the  head  then  being  fixed  in 
the  pelvis ;  that  as  her  children  were  formerly 

large 
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large  and  the  pelvis  fmall,  much  difficulty 
and  danger  mult  attend  turning ;  and  that  our 
patients  condition  would  not  admit  of  much 
delay,  from  which  no  benefit  could  be  ex¬ 
pected;  and  as  her  pains  were  now  quite  gone, 
and  fucceeded  by  a  great  faintnefs,  the  cafe 
appeared  extremely  unhappy  and  dangerous. 
However  as  fomething  muff  be  done,  we 
concluded  to  turn,  if  pofiible,  and  deliver  foot¬ 
ling,  and  this  we  were  the  more  encouraged 
to  do,  as  the  Doftor  upon  examining  the 
abdomen  felt  two  diftinft  fubfiances,  which 
he  faid  he  was  in  hopes  were  two  children, 
and  confequently  fmaller  than  if  only  one. 
I  therefore,  as  (he  laid  on  her  left  fide,  intro¬ 
duced  my  left  hand  on  account  of  her  belly 
being  rather  pendulous,  and  as  the  face  of 
the  child  was  to  the  right  ileum,  I  parted  my 
hand  over  it,  and  along  its  belly  till  I  reached 
both  the  feet,  and  this  I  did  without  feeling 
that  ftrifture  which  the  uterus  generally 
caufes  upon  the  hand,  when  the  waters  have 
been  for  fome  hours  evacuated  ;  infiead  of 
which,  I  met  with  fome  little  embarraflment, 
trom  my  fingers  being  entangled  with  a  loofe 
floating  fubfiance,  which  however,  I  did  not 

much 
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much  attend  to  at  that  time.  I  told  the 
Do&or  that  I  felt  that  body  (as  my  hand 
palfed  along)  which  he  hoped  was  another 
child,  but  which  to  the  touch  did  not  feem 
to  be  fo.  I  felt  likewife  a  Itronger  pulfation 
at  the  vertebras  lumborum  than  I  had  ever 
obferved  in  any  fuch  delivery.  But  though 

1 

I  brought  the  feet  down  to  the  os  externum 
without  much  difficulty,  yet  it  was  not  with¬ 
out  many  efforts  both  from  the  Dotlor  as 
well  as  myfelf,  with  change  of  poflure  feveral 
times,  that  we  delivered  as  far  as  the  nates. 
And  though  we  now  and  then  ceafed  operate 
ing,  and  fupplied  our  patient  with  frequent 
flappings  of  wine  and  water,  yet  Ihe  funk 
furprilingly,  grew  infenfible?  clammy,  arid 
died  about  ten  o'clock  the  fame  evening,  at 
a  time  when  we  were  in  great  hopes  of  com- 
pleating  the  delivery. 

The  next  morning  I  was  defired  to  come 
and  open  the  body,  in  order  to  take  away 
the  child.  Upon  making  my  incifions  In  the 
ufual  manner,  a  large  quantity  of  blood 
flowed  off,  and  the  firft  part  that  prefented 
itfelf  immediately  under  the  peritonaeum  was 

the 
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the  uterus,  whole  fundus  reached  to  within 
about  a  hands  breadth  of  the  navel,  and 
whofe  fize  was  that  of  a  mans  two  fiffs.  On 
examining  its  furface,  I  perceived  a  laceration 
towards  the  facruin  from  the  os  internum,  to 
more  than  half  way  to  the  fundus.  Under 
the  uterus  laid  the  child's  head  and  (bould¬ 
ers,  with  it’s  face  to  the  left  ileum,  one  arm 
over  the  pubis,  and  the  other  at  the  fact  um. 
I  then  took  out  the  child  from  the  (ituation 
in  which  we  had  left  it  the  preceding  night, 
which  was  of  a  monftrous  lize,  of  a  livid 
colour,  and  with  the  cuticle  in  many  places 
peeling  off.  I  next  drew  out  the  placenta 
which  was  quite  loofe  in  the  abdomen,  de¬ 
tached  from  the  uterus. 

From  thefe  appearances,  joined  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  labour,  we  were  clear  that 
the  laceration  of  the  uterus  was  begun  before 
the  membranes  broke,  and  increafed  by  the 
pains,  till  the  child  with  the  placenta,  was  en¬ 
tirely  excluded  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdo¬ 
men. 
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ARTICLE  XIII. 

Cafe  of  Vomiting  in  Pregnancy,  fuccefsfully  treated , 
in  a  letter  from  W.  Vaughan,  M.  D.  and 
C.  M.  S.  Leicejler ,  to  J.  C.  Lettsom, 

M.  D,  &c. 

Read  Oflober  22,  1787. 

IT  is  an  obfervation,  if  I  mi  (lake  not,  made 
by  the  candid  and  fagacious  Sydenham, 
that  the  man  who  could  difeover  certain 
means  of  curing  fo  trifling  a  difeafe  as  a  corn, 
would  deferve  well  of  the  public.  Indeed, 
whatever  contributes  to  dimini fh  or  alleviate 
the  calamities  of  life,  has  its  value;  for  pain, 
notwithftanding  the  pride  of  philofophy,  is 
an  evil ;  and  an  evil  which  will  compel  the 
Tufferer  to  feek  means  of  relief;  not  only  our 
profellion  then,  but  the  community  at  large, 
is  under  obligations  to  the  individual,  who 
multiplies  the  means  of  obviating,  or  miti¬ 
gating  pain,  when  it  occurs.  The  difeafe 

which 
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which  I  intend  to  make  the  fubjeft  of  this 
paper  is  a  very  common  and  a  very  trouble- 
fome  one.  And,  though  probably  coeval 
with  human  nature,  has  never,  fo  far  as  I 
have  obferved,  or  could  learn  from  inquiry, 
found  an  adequate  remedy  ;  I  mean  the  fick- 
nefs  and  vomiting,  which  accompanies  early 
pregnancy.  The  phyfician  who  could  point 
out  an  effectual  remedy  for  thefe  troublefome 
fymptoms,  would  I  am  fure  deferve,  and  I 
dare  fay,  would  obtain  the  beft  and  mod 
grateful  thanks,  of  the  amiable  part  of  our 
fpecies  at  lead.  I  am  not  fo  fortunate  as  to 
poffefs  any  fecret  of  this  kind,  and  therefore 
the  reader  will  not  expe£i  it  from  me,  but  I 
will  relate  to  him  a  cafe  wherein  naufea  and 
vomiting,  as  attendants  on  pregnancy,  oc¬ 
curred  in  a  much  greater  degree  than  ufual, 
where  thefe  fymptoms  laded  much  longer, 
and  when  the  confequences  were  of  the  mod 
feriouskind:  he  fhall  alfo  be  informed  of  the 
means  which  I  employed  to  obviate  them, 
and  which  foon  proved  effe&ual ;  if  by  this 
information  he  may  profit,  I  fhall  attain  the 
end  I  have  in  view. 
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A  lady  of  a  very  delicate  frame,  with  dark 
hair,  much  fubje6i  to  nervous  affe&ions,  found 
herfelf  in  the  31ft  year  for  the  fecond  time 
pregnant.  The  naufea  and  vomiting,  which 
in  that  ftate  fo  frequently  occur  in  a  morning, 
in  this  inflance  tormented  her  not  only  in  a 
morning,  but  during  a  greater  part  of  the 
day ;  and  although  (lie  was  now  entered  upon 
her  feventh  month,  thefe  were  in  no  refpe61 
abated;  notwithftanding  (he  had  employed 
a  variety  of  remedies,  which  had  been  re¬ 
commended  to  her.  It  was  in  this  ftate  of 
the  lady’s  pregnancy,  that  I  was  firft  called 
to  lee  her.  I  found  her  much  emaciated, 
melting  away  under  profufe  lweats  (the  wea¬ 
ther  was  very  warm)  whilft  in  bed;  to  which 
a  reduction  of  her  ftrength  confined  her  al- 
moft  altogether.  If  (he  attempted  to  fit  up, 
{he  was  immediately  fainting,  and  if  (lie  was 
difpofed  to  fleep,  (he  was  perfecuted  with 
fuch  horrid  dreams,  that  it  was  her  earnelt 
requeft  to  her  attendants  to  wake  her  as  often 
as  theyTound  her  afleep.  During  this  time 
the  quantity  of  food  taken  in  24  hours  was 
inconfiderable  indeed;  and  though  inconfi- 
derable,  was  immediately  rejected;  the  appe¬ 
tite 
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tite  was  allowed  to  point  at  any  kind  of  food 
however  fingular  (and  fometimes,  we  know, 
in  this  cafe  fingular  enough  it  is)  which  it  was 
my  intention  die  Ihould  be  indulged  with;  but 
this  was  in  vain,  once  or  twice  a  very  fmall 
bit  of  broiled  bacon  was  fwallowed,  and  (laid 
longer  than  any  thing,  but  the  quantity  was 
too  trifling  to  admit  an  expettation  that  her 
exhaufled  frame  could  derive  fupport  from 
this;  the  mod  infipid,  as  well  as  the  moll 
poignant  food  was  placed  before  her,  but 
without  exciting  an  inclination  on  her  part  to 
partake  of  them.  We  did  not  fucceed  any 
better  by  placing  a  variety  of  fruits  in  the 
fame  fituation  ;  if  any  was  fwallowed  it  was 
•  immediately  rejetted.  At  times  fhe  found 
herfelf  much  annoyed  by  a  large  quantity  of 
wind  being  confined  in  her  ffomach  and 
bowels  ;  by  the  importunity  of  her  friends, 
(he  was  now  and  then  prevailed  upon  to  take 
a  fmall  fpoonful  of  burnt  brandy  for  this  lad 
complaint,  which  generally  gave  her  relief; 
her  third  and  heat  were  inconfiderable,  her 
pulfe  beat  under  one  hundred  ffrokes  in  a 
minute.  Under  all  thefe  miferable  circum- 
dances  there  were  no  appearances  of  a  mif- 

carriage; 
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carriage  ;  on  the  other  hand  the  child  gave 
the  molt  aftive  figns  of  being  alive  and  well. 
The  profufe  fweating,with  the  terrible  dreams 
were  not  of  more  than  ten  days  handing;  but 
the  vomiting  had  commenced  at  the  earlieft 
period,  and  inftead  of  any  abatement  it  had 
manifeftly  increafed  to  the  pitch  it  was  now 
arrived  at.  Her  apothecary  had  adminiftered 
anti-emetics  of  the  moft  eftablifhed  charafter, 
and  had  been  careful  to  prevent  any  accumu¬ 
lation  of  faeces  in  the  inteflinal  tube,  by  the 
occafional  interpofition  of  clylfers,  but  with¬ 
out  gaining  the  leaft  politive  advantage.  In 
this  emaciated  ftate,  worn  down  with  (leeplefs 
nights,  exhaufted  by  profufe  fweats,  terrified 
with  horrid  dreams,  and  teized  with  perpe¬ 
tual  vomiting,  I  found  this  poor  lady,  and  I 
will  freely  confefs  was  much  puzzled  to  form 
a  plan  of  treatment,  which  fhould  fatisfy 
myfelf,  and  prove  of  ufe  to  her.  Indeed  I 
had  no  expectation  that  medicine  was  more 
likely  to  remain  on  the  flomach  than  food 
and  opium.  Fixed  air,  with  other  anti¬ 
emetics,  had  been  already  tried,  but  in  vain. 
It  (truck  me  that  the  firft  point  to  gain  was 
that  of  enabling  the  fiomach  to  receive  and 
Vol.  II,  K 
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retain  food;  for  if  this  could  be  done,  I  had 
no  doubt  but  her  other  fymptoms  would 
gradually  diminifh  ;  the  difficulty,  however, 
appeared  to  be  great.  1  was  willing  to  hope 
that  much  of  this  complicated  evil  was  found¬ 
ed  on  habit,  and  on  this  ground  I  took  my 
ftand.  I  at  length  determined  to  begin  with 
abandoning  every  attempt  to  convey  nou- 
rifhment  into  the  flomach  by  the  mouth. 
It  was  my  dire£tion,  that  fhe  fhould  not  on 
any  account  eat  or  drink,  or  at  lcaft  not 
fwallow  any  part,  either  of  fluids  or  folids* 
But  although  I  gave  up  this  avenue,  in  or¬ 
der  to  allow  the  ffomach  to  remain  in  a 
ffate  of  quietude,  unfolicited  by  ffimulus  of 
any  kind,  except  its  natural  contents;  yet  I 
did  not  mean  to  leave  the  fyffcm  unfuftained, 
but  on  the  contrary  to  fupport  it,  by  a 
mild  nourifhment  thrown  in  by  the  inteflinal 

y 

tube,  and  by  the  inhalents  of  the  (kin.  The 
lowrer  bowels  were  firff  emptied,  bv  a  clvfler 
of  mutton  broth  ;  this  being  accomplifhed, 
a  pint  of  new  milk  juft  taken  from  the  cow, 
with  20  drops  ol  laudanum,  was  ordered  to 
be  injcdled  as  a  clyffer,  morning  and  evening, 
and  every  endeavour  to  retain  it  was  to  be 

employed. 
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employed.  Four  ounces  of  bark  were  di- 
redled  to  be  boiled,  in  three  gallons  of 
fkimmed  milk,  and  the  feet  and  legs  being 
firll  well  rubbed  with  a  warm  cloth,  were 
to  be  immerled  in  this  warm  pediluvium  for 
an  hour,  three  or  four  times  a  day  ;  an 
anodyne  liniment  was  alio  applied  to  the 
region  of  the  ftomach ;  this  comprehended 
the  whole  of  the  medical  treatment  (he  was 
then  fubmitted  to  ;  this  method  was  purfued 
fteadfaftly  for  three  days  with  manifeft  ad¬ 
vantage,  the  milk  was  entirely  abforbed 
morning  and  evening,  her  fweats  were  con- 
fiderably  diminifhed,  (he  had  gained  fome 
Itrength,  and  had  been  refrelhed,  with  four 
hours  deep  the  lalt  night,  without  being 
haunted  with  thole  terrifying  dreams  which 
had  been  the  caufe  of  fo  much  diftrels.  On 
the  fourth  day,  from  her  beginning  upon 
this  plan,  (he  enquired  of  the  fervant,  if 
there  was  any  cold  meat  in  the  houfe,  ex- 
preffing  a  wilh  to  have  fome  brought  to  her; 
a  plate  full  of  cold  boiled  beef  was  immedi¬ 
ately  produced,  which  Ihe  eat  with  great 
pleafure,  and  drank  with  it  a  pint  of  fmall 
beer,  this  never  gave  her  the  leait  annoy- 
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ance,  fhe  continued  from  that  time  to  tak^ 
her  food  well,  went  her  full  time,  and  was 
brought  to  bed  of  a  healthy  child,  which  is 
now  living,  A  light  infufion  of  the  bark, 
after  this,  was  ordered  for  her,  with  a  gen¬ 
tle  aperient  occafionally,  and  this  was  all 
that  was  wanting. 

Every  body  converfant  with  the  animal 
(economy,  knows  how  eafily  a  habit  is 
formed,  and  how  much  the  fyflem  is  in¬ 
fluenced  by  it;  the  reader  however  fhall 
determine  for  himfelf ;  the  fa6i  as  I  have 
related  it,  is  not  lefs  a  fa£t,  although  I  may 
have  failed  in  the  explanation  of  it. 


ARTICLE  XIV. 

On  the  Life  of  Cantharides  in  Dropfical  Com - 
plaints,  by  Sam.  Farr,  M.  D.  and  C.  M.S. 
Curry  Revel;  in  a  letter  to  J.  C.  Lettsom. 
M.  D.  &c. 

Read  June  23,  1788. 

jj  LIE  difeovery  of  new  medicines  feems 
^  to  have  occupied  the  principal  atten¬ 
tion  of  phyficians  of  the  prefent  age;  and  as 

th  ere 
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there  are  fo  many  defiderata  (till  required  in 
practice,  they  are  entitled  to  the  thanks  of 
the  public  for  their  exertions.  At  the  fame 
time,  perhaps,  the  effe&s  of  fome  old  medi¬ 
cines  of  eftablifhed  reputation  may  not  be 
undeferving  of  regard.  Amongfl  thefe  it 
appears  to  me  that  Cantharides,  though  a 
college  medicine,  hath  not  been  Sufficiently 
exhibited,  to  know  precifely  its  effe&s  in  all 
the  diforders  where  it  bids  fair  to  be  of  fer- 
?vdce. 


It  is  certainly  poffefied  of  very  powerful 
qualities,  and  is  endued  with  a  high  degree 
of  ftimulus;  but  from  improper  ufe,  or  from 
fear  of  danger,  it  hath  met  with  many  ene¬ 
mies,  both  amongft  thofe  who  are  fond  of 
controverfy,  and  others  who  wifh  not  to 
offend  by  doing  too  much,  or  encountering 
any  particular  difficulties.  I  would  wifh  to 
induce  a  greater  attention  than  hath  been 
paid  to  it,  in  a  diforder  generally  condemned 
as  incurable,  efpecially  in  its  laft  ft  ages.  The 
dropfy,  particularly  that  kind  of  it  where 
water  is  fuppofed  to  be  lodged  in  the  thorax, 
hath  eluded  almoft  all  the  efforts  of  phyfic. 

K  3  But 
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But  the  cantharides  feems  to  be  a  medicine 
which  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  this  com¬ 
plaint,  as  it  hath  been  frequently  ufed  in  all 
forts  of  dropfies.  It  has  a  powerful  effect  in 
flimulating  the  lungs  and  the  urinary  pafl- 
ages.  In  the  former,  it  feems  in  this  diforder 
to  promote  an  abforption  in  that  juncture 
devoted  to  refpiration,  and  in  the  latter  it 
carries  off  that  fuper-abundant  quantity  of 
water  which  abounds  in  the  fyftem.  A  true 
diuretic  hath  hardly  yet  been  difeovered, 
cantharides  feems  to  be  the  mofl  powerful 
of  any  other,  and  it  hath  this  advantage,  that 
it  doth  not  debilitate  either  the  parts  upon 
which  it  produces  its  effeft,  or  the  conflitu- 
tion  in  general.  It  feems  rather  to  act  as  a 
cordial  and  ffrengthener.  Its  effects  likewife 
as  a  flimulus,  if  too  violent,  may  be  fheathed 
by  other  medicines,  which  may  co-operate 
with  it  in  the  general  intention. 

from  thefe  con  ft  derations  I  have  been 
often  induced  to  ufe  it  in  dropfical  cafes, 
cfpecially  in  old  people,  where  I  apprehended 
its  flimulating  effects  would  not  be  fo  afctivc 
as  in  younger  fubjccis.  And  I  have  generally 

found 
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found  it  attended"  with  the  mod  beneficial 
effefts.  If  it  hath  not  made  a  radical  cure 
of  the  dileafe,  it  hath  difcharged  the  water, 
freed  the  refpiration  from  its  troublefome 
dyfpnaea,  and  given  a  temporary  relief  to  the 
whole  body.  But  this  difeafe  is  fo  apt  to  re¬ 
turn,  that  little  hopes  can  be  derived  from 
this  or  any  other  medicine  to  produce  a  per¬ 
manent  effect.  A  truce,  however,  is  fome- 
times  of  very  great  confequence,  and  we 
may  expeft  as  much  from  this  as  any  other 
remedy,  in  effecting  a  perfect  cure. 

As  I  have  not  taken  any  minutes  of  par¬ 
ticular  cafes,  I  cannot  give  fo  accurate  an 
account  of  the  ufe  I  have  made  of  the  can- 
tharides  as  I  could  wifh.  But  two  infiances 
occur  to  my  memory,  in  which  a  proper 
effieft  was  produced,  and  in  one  of  them  a 
perfect  cure  was  made.  The  firft  was  of  an 
old  gentleman  of  near  fourfeore  years  of 
age,  who  had  been  afflifted  for  many  years 
with  a  humoural  afthma,  attended  with  a 
iciatica,  which  had  refilled  Bath  water  and 
many  other  remedies.  From  want  of  exer- 
cile  he  fell  into  a  dropfical  complaint,  and 

when 
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when  I  faw  him,  his  legs  and  thighs 
much  tumified,  and  his  breathing  was  very 
fhort  and  laborious,  but  there  was  no  ap¬ 
pearance  of  afeites.  He  was  ordered  a 
draught,  containing  twenty  drops  of  tinft. 
canthar.  with  a  dram  of  fal.  diurct.  and  fome 
lac.  ammon.  to  be  taken  every  four  or  fix 

J 

hours,  and  I  believe  an  occafional  paregoric. 
After  a  few  days  he  began  to  make  water 
freely,  and  continued  in  that  manner  till  he 
was  quite  well  of  his  dropfy,  which  was  not 
in  many  weeks.  His  aflhmatic  fymptoms 
were  likewife  much  relieved,  and  he  has 
been  now  for  five  years  free  from  any  other 
complaint,  but  that  and  a  little  of  the  fciatica, 
at  times. 

$ 

The  other  cafe  was  likewife  of  an  old  man 

1 

about  feventy  years  of  age,  a  free  liver,  and 
a  great  drinker  of  cyder.  He  had  a  very 
troublefome  cough,  his  breathing  was  into¬ 
lerably  fhort,  his  body  fwelled,  with  every 
appearance  of  afeites,  and  his  fcrotuin  and 
penis  enlarged  to  an  amazing  fize  :  his  legs 
too  were  ready  to  burfl,  and  he  made  very 
little  water.  He  was  ordered  a  draught  with 

lac. 
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lac.  ammon,  a  drachm  ol  elix.  paregor.  and 
fifteen  drops  of  tinft.  canthar.  to  be  taken 
every  four  hours,  after  the  operation  of  a 
purge,  compofed  of  a  fcruple  of  jalap  and 
ten  grains  of  calom.  In  a  few  days  he  per¬ 
ceived  a  fenfible  relief,  his  water  was  gra¬ 
dually  evacuated,  fo  that  he  was  quite  emp¬ 
tied  in  the  courfe  of  about  a  week,  and  in 
another  he  was  able  to  ride  about  and  do  his 
bufinefs.  Unfortunately,  however,  in  this 
cafe,  whether  from  drinking  or  expofure  to 
cold  is  not  perfeflly  known,  but  his  dropfy 
returned,  yet  not  fo  violently  as  before,  tho' 
his  breathing  was  fhorter,  his  cough  more 
troublefome,  and  his  appetite  failed  him.  He 
had  recourfe  to  the  fame  mode  of  cure,  in- 
creahng  the  cantharides  to  25  drops,  and  a 
fecond  time  received  relief.  This  was  about 
a  month  fince.  This  is  the  practice  which  I 
have  frequently  followed,  and  found  moll 
likely  to  give  relief  in  this  difeafe ;  in  younger 
and  hearty  fubjefts  I  have  experienced  great 
fervice  from  ftrong  purgatives,  fuch  as  jalap, 
with,  tart.  emet.  &c.  but  the  cantharides  as 
a  diuretic  feems  to  be  the  fafeft  we  know,  in 
cafes  where  fuch  a  medicine  is  wanted.  I 

have 
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have  generally  found  it  befl  to  guard  it  with 
opium,  which  in  the  form  of  elix.  paregor. 
will  afTifl  it  likewife  in  relieving  the  refpira- 
tion.  The  dofe,  in  which  I  have  admini- 
flered  it,  is  rather  fmall;  but  then  1  have  fre¬ 
quently  repeated  it,  and  have  found  it  gene¬ 
rally  fufficicnt.  Should  a  larger  be  required 
it  will  be  eafy  to  increafe  it.  But  I  think  it 
fafeft,  with  all  very  a6iive  medicines,  to  be¬ 
gin  with  fmall  dofes,  as  an  error  in  fuch  cafe 
is  more  eafily  corrected  than  when  too  great 
a  quantity  is  adminiftcred. 


ARTICLE  XV. 


Cafe  of  Tetanus  treated  by  ElcElricity ,  by  John 
Hutchisson,  M.  D.  of  Dublin.  Com - 
municated  by  James  Sims,  M .  D .  <SV. 

Read  January  29,  1779. 


HHHE  following  narrative  is  the  cafe  of 
Mifs  Margaret  Caddel,  a  young  woman 
about  fixteen  years  old,  the  daughter  of  Mr. 

Hugh 
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Hugh  Caddel,  jeweller,  who  having  her  jaws 
locked  for  above  feven  months,  had  their  ufe 
reltored  by  electricity. 

In  the  month  of  November,  1774,  Mifs 
Caddel  was  attacked  with  lumps  in  her 
throat,  the  fymptoms,  were  fo  alarming  that 
Dr.  Arch.  Hamilton  was  applied  to  for  his 
afliftance,  who  found  it  necelfary  to  preferibe 
blifters,  which  in  fome  meafure  relieved  the 
patient.  But  about  the  latter  end  of  that 
month,  flie  having  gone  to  fleep,  without 
any  other  complaint  than  the  above  men¬ 
tioned;  on  awaking  in  the  morning,  found 
her  jaws  contrafted  together,  and  fo  im- 
.moveably  fixt,  as  to  baffle  every  attempt  to 
relieve  her. 

Thus  (lie  continued  until  the  beginning 
of  March,  1775,  when,  being  in  a  very  weak 
ftate,  and  in  much  pain,  juft  after  her  blifters 
were  dreffed,  her  whole  frame  was  con- 
vulfed,  and  the  teeth  of  the  lower  jaw  flip¬ 
ped  up  behind  thofe  of  the  upper,  which 
lapped  over  fo  entirely  as  to  hide  the  lower 
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teeth  from  view,  which  until  then  were  only 
clofed  tooth  againft  tooth. 

In  the  beginning  of  June  1775, her  parents 
were  preffed  by  fome  of  their  friends  (not 
medical)  to  try  what  eff’eCt  eleftricity  would 
have.  Her  father  confulted  fome  phyfical 
gentlemen,  whether  he  might  hope  for  fuc- 
cefs  from  that  operation;  their  anfwers  were 
doubtful.  But,  not  to  leave  any  means  un¬ 
tried  for  her  relief,  (he  was  brought  to  the 
houfe  of  a  Mr.  Bond,  in  Caftle  Street,  who 
hath  a  very  good  ele&rical  machine,  at 
which  place  I  had  the  firff  opportunity  of 
feeing  her,  or  to  know  any  thing  of  her  cafe; 
and  at  that  time  her  lower  teeth  appeared 
covered  by  the  upper,  as  mentioned  above. 

In  the  week  between  the  26th  of  June  and 
2d  of  July,  {he  was  electrified  on  two  differ¬ 
ent  days,  with  little  effeCl,  as  the  fhocks  were 
weak,  the  machine  not  working  with  much 
force,  by  the  unfavourablenefs  of  the  weather. 

On  Wednefday  the  5th  of  July,  fhe  re¬ 
ceived  two  fmart  fhocks,  after  which  (he 

thought 
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thought  her  jaws  were  not  quite  fo  contract¬ 
ed,  and  on  infpeftion,  I  could  perceive  part; 
of  the  lower  teeth. 

The  next  morning  I  waited  on  Dr.  Ha* 
milton  (with  whom  I  have  the  pleafure  to  be 
acquainted)  and  informed  him  of  what  I  had 
obferved,  who  advifed  us  to  proceed  with  our 
trials. 

/ 

On  that  day,  the  6th  of  July,  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  we  gave  her  two  (hocks,  the  wire  be¬ 
ing  placed  at  the  articulation  of  the  jaw  on 
each  fide,  the  laft  of  which  was  fo  powerful 
as  almoll  to  make  her  faint.  As  I  had  my 
eye  direfted  to  her  teeth,  I  perceived  that 
they  were  feparated,  and  informed  her;  (he 
tried  with  her  finger,  and  found  a  paffage 
between.  Her  furprife  and  joy  were  fo  great 
at  this  difcovery,  that  (he  did  not  attend  to 
her  being  able  to  ufe  her  jaw,  until  that  plea¬ 
fure  had  fubfided;  and  in  half  an  hour  after 
(he  eat  part  of  a  fmall  cake,  and  drank  part 
of  a  glafs  of  wine. 

<  t 

On  the  fucceeding  day  (he  was  vifited  by 
Dr.  Quin,  who  had  feen  her  in  the  (fate  of  her 

locked 
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locked  jaw,  and  by  Doftor  Hamilton,  who 
had  attended  her  occafionally,  they  were 
both  equally  and  agreeably  furprifed  at  the 
unexpe&ed  fuccefs.  Doftor  Hamilton  told 
me  that  fuch  a  cafe  ought  to  be  recorded, 
and  as  I  had  attended  and  a  (fitted  in  the 
operation,  requetted  I  would  colleft  the  par¬ 
ticulars,  and  to  convey  them  to  you,  for  the 
conttderation  of  the  Medical  Society,  of 
which,  you  are  one  of  the  Secretaries.  This 
I  have  done  with  the  greater  pleafure,  as  it 
may  add  fomething  to  medical  knowledge. 

And  am,  Sir, 

your  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  HUTCHISSON. 

N.  45,  High-flreet,  Dublin, 

18th  Aug.  1778. 

P.  S.  The  above  narrative,  would  have 
been  (ent  to  you  fooner,  but  was  delayed 
until  now,  to  fee  whether  Mils  Caddel  would 
have  any  return.  It  is  now  above  one  month 
fince  the  operation,  and  fhe  hath  not  had  the 
leaft  fymptom;  but  can  chew  almoft  as  well 
as  ever,  and  is  recovering  her  ttrength  and 
appetite,  both  of  which  were  much  impared. 


To 
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To  the  Secretary  of  the  Medical  Society . 

Sir* 

Your  favour  of  the  nth  inftant,  brought 
a  requeft  to  be  informed  in  what  manner 
Mifs  Caddel  was  nourifhed  during  the  long 
period  of  the  locked  jaw.  When  I  infpefted 
my  memorandum,  I  was  much  furprifed  that 
I  did  not  mention  it,  in  the  account  fent  to 
your  fociety,  but  fuppofe  it  was  that  I  did 
not  choofe  to  be  too  tedious. 

By  the  belt  information  I  have  been  able 
to  obtain,  her  fupport  was  with  broth,  jelly, 
and  fuch  other  liquids,  which  Are  with  much 
difficulty  fucked  in  through  the  interftices 
of  her  teeth,  and  in  the  fame  manner  all  the 
medicines  were  adminiftered  to  her;  by  this 
method  the  lamp  of  life  was  but  juft  pre- 
ferved  from  going  out.  Her  father  told  me, 
that  more  than  once  her  weaknefs  was  fo 
great,  that  they  apprehended  her  to  be  dying. 
But  as  the  original  malady  decreafed,  her 
abilities  of  fuftion  grew  greater,  and  her  defire 
of  life  made  her  exert  herfelf  to  take  the 

neceffaries 
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ncccfTaries  for  its  fupport ;  fo  that  when  1 
firll  faw  her,  fhe  was  a  good  deal  emaciated* 
but  could  walk  and  drefs  herfelf. 

For  fome  time  after  her  being  cured,  fhe 
did  not  cat  any  flefh  meat,  being  fo  long 
without  tailing  it,  fhe  had  not  any  defire  to 
do  fo  ;  but  by  degrees  fhe  hath  brought  her¬ 
felf  to  eat  that  and  every  other  food* 

Another  great  advantage  fhe  received  from 
electricity  was,  that  the  menfes  began  to  flow 
regularly,  which  were  before  intirely  fup- 
prefled;  which  obftruflion  it  is  apprehended 
was  the  caufe  of  frequent  fore  throats,  which 
(he  was  before  much  fubjeft  to,  and  hath 
continued  ever  fince  in  health,  free  from  the 
lead  fyniptoms  of  either  complaints. 

I  efteem  myfelf  happy  in  having  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  communicating  any  thing  ufe- 
ful  to  your  fociety,  and  fhall,  as  often  as  I 
have  any  thing  new,  do  myfelf  the  honour 
of  imparting  whatever  may  be  either  curious 
or  interefling. 

JOHN  IIUTCHISSON. 

ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE  XVI. 


Of  the  Digitalis  Purpurea 9  in  hydropic  difeafes * 

by  J.  C.  Lettsom,  M.  D.  &c. 

Read  February  4*  1788^ 


ISSECTIONS  of  morbid  cafes*  fuffi- 


ciently  evince  the  imprafticability  of 
Curing  dropfieSj  arifing  from  certain  caufes,  as 
polypi  or  offifications  in  the  large  veffels,  heart 
and  lungs,  or  fcirrhofities  formed  in  them ;  or 
in  the  liver  and  fpleen ;  fteatomatous  tumors 
in  different  parts  of  the  abdomen,  compreff- 
ing  the  vena  cava ;  a  rupture  or  permanent 
obftruftion  of  the  lymphatics;  fuppurations 
in  the  vifcera ;  a  ffrumous  mefentery,  and 

*  Compare  Lieutaud,  Hiftoria  Anatomica  Medica, 
vol.  ii.  p.  408.  Morgagni  de  caufis  et  fedibus  morborum, 
under  Hydrops,  et  ventris  tumor.  Boneti  Sepulch.  Anat. 
tom.  ii.  p.  448,  et  paftim.  Vaa  Swieten  de  Hydrope,  with 
the  writings  of  Bianchi,  Schenckius,  De  Haen,  du  Verney, 
Monro,  Hewfon,  Storck,  Milman,  &c. 


Vol.  II. 


L 


fimilar 
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fimilar  fixed  morbid  affe&ions;  which,  being 
incurable  themfelves,  render  the  difeafe  they 
produce,  rebellious  to  every  effort  of  medi¬ 
cine. 

But  in  order  to  afeertain  the  virtues,  which 
a  medicine  may  really  poffefs,  in  an  equal  or 
fuperior  degree,  to  any  other  previoufiy 
known,  in  the  treatment  of  dropfies,  trial 
fhould  be  made  in  fuch  cafes,  as  experience 
may  have  deemed  remediable. 

The  following  infiances  which  a  priori 
appeared  not  to  be  incurable,  are  related  in 
the  order  and  fuccefiion  in  which  they  oc¬ 
curred  in  praftice,  and  copied  verbatim  from 
the  notes  which  I  committed  to  writing  at 
the  periods  of  attendance. 


CASE  I. 

R.  GILL,  thirty  years  of  age,  applied  to 
me  about  the  beginning  of  September  1785. 
He  had  experienced  uneafinefs  in  the  region 

of 
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of  the  ftomach,  for  about  fix  months,  with 
a  gradual  lofs  of  appetite;  and  when  he 
did  take  any  nourilhment,  it  was  fucceeded 
with  a  fenfe  of  oppreffion  and  load  in  this 
vifcus,  and  a  naufea,  fometimes  encreafing 
to  vomiting. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  without  having 
fuffered  much  lofs  of  flefh,  or  confiderably 
in  ftrength,  he  applied  to  me ;  he  had  a  fallow 
complexion,  and  a  fulnefs  of  the  abdomen, 
which  induced  me  to  conclude  that  he  now 
had  an  incipient  afcites ;  he  had  no  great  degree 
of  cough  or  dyfpnaea.  I  had  reafon  to  think 
he  had  indulged  himfelf  in  the  too  free  ufe  of 
(pints,  as  well  as  of  ftrong  malt  liquors.  On 
the  15th  of  September  I  prefcribed  the  fol- 

R.  Old  Amygdal.  dulc.  undas  quatuor, 

C amphora >  drachmas  duas  cum  fcmijje>  mi fee , 
fiat  Linimentum ,  quocum  inungatur  abdomen 
per  horam  quotidie. 

R.  FoL  Digitalis  Purpurea?)  ficc.  Jemi-drachmam> 
coque  ex  Aquce  unc .  vij.  ad  unc .  vj.  cola  et 
c datura:  adde 

L  2 
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Tintturcr  Stomach. 

Syr.  Balfamic.  fing.  drachmas  duas,  mi  fee,  cap , 
Cochleare  ter  de  die  gradatim  augendo  dofin, 
donee  naujea  cxcitclur. 

The  dofc  was  tripled,  before  it  produced 
any  fenfible  effeCt;  when  naufea  came  on, 
and  fome  (light  vomiting  at  the  end  of  four 
days;  but  as  the  latter  fubfided,  this  dole  was 
continued  for  the  fpace  of  fix  days  longer, 
without  having  produced  one  falutary  fymp- 
tom.  About  the  time  the  ficknefs  came  on, 
he  began  to  complain  of  giddinefs  of  the 
head,  andconfufed  vifion;  objeCts  appearing 
as  if  enveloped  in  a  red  blaze  of  fire.  I  was 
much  furprized  to  find  in  this  cafe,  that  al¬ 
though  no  fecretion  was  fenfibly  augmented, 
the  fulnefs  of  the  abdomen  fubfided,  and  the 
dropfy  feemed  totally  removed;  but  during 
the  ufeofthe  medicine,  the  patients  (trength 
(unk  in  a  degree,  never  before  experienced; 
and  fuch  jactitation  and  refllefinefs  enfued,  as 
compelled  me  to  rclinquifii  this  vegetable, 
alter  it  had  been  perfevered  in  for  the  fpace 
of  ten  days. 


The 
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The  confufion  of  the  head,  and  perverted 
vifion,  neverthelefs  continued,  with  the  reft- 
lednefs  and  ja&itation,  which  evinced  great 
uneafmefs  in  the  fyftem,  though  the  patient 
did  not  appear  fenlible  of  any  particular 
pain.  The  proftration  of  flrength  could 
not  be  furmounted  by  the  ufe  of  cordials, 
and  the  whole  train  of  unpleafant  fymptoms 
only  fubfided  with  his  death,  which  hap¬ 
pened  a  week  after  the  digitalis  purpurea  was 
relingu  lflied. 


CASE  II. 


EDWARD  WYCHERLY,  48  years  of 
age,  whofe  chief  employment  is  to  attend  at 
the  river  fide  near  the  Cuflom-houfe,  firfl 
obferved  a  want  of  appetite,  and  a  difpoli- 
tion  to  ficknefs  in  the  Ip  ring  of  1785,  but  he 
did  not  make  any  application  for  medical 
relief  till  the  firft  of  November,  when  he 
confulted  me;  his  legs  were  then  moderately 
dwelled ;  there  was  rather  more  fulnefs  about 
the  region  of  the  liver,  than  natural,  but  no 

L  3  great 
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great  forenefs  upon  the  touch,  or  from  pref- 
fure  in  that  part;  there  appeared  alfo,  a  ten- 
fion  of  the  abdomen,  but  though  I  fufpe&ed 
water,  I  could  not  afeertain  any  flu£luation 
of  it.  I  ftri&ly  enquired  into  his  mode  of 
living,  and  found  that  he  had  occafionally 
drank  brandy  and  water,  and  fometimes  a 
glafs  of  fpirits  unmixed,  but  not  frequently, 
nor  had  he  been  in  any  other  refpe£t  intem¬ 
perate. 

I  preferibed  of  calomel  one  grain  every 
night  for  a  week,  and  a  deco£lion  of  tarax- 
icum,  with  polychreft  fait,  twice  a  day  ;  thefe 
he  continued  for  a  week,  when  I  ordered  a 
deco&ion  of  the  digitalis  purpurea  three 
times  a  day,  gradually  encreafing  the  dofe, 
till  a  naufea  enfued;  and  then  diminifhing  it, 
fo  as  juft  to  admit  of  retention  on  the  fto- 

mach. 

•  # 

( )n  the  2  lft  of  November  I  faw  him  again, 
his  urine  had  not  been  fenfibly  encreafed, 
though  his  legs  appeared  much  lefs  fwelled, 
which  gave  him  encouragement  to  perfevere 
in  the  ufe  ol  the  medicine;  but  on  examin- 
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ing  the  abdomen,  I  difeovered  an  obvious 
fluctuation  of  the  contained  fluid;  and  the 
face  began  to  wear  a  difeafed  fallow  look, 
though  he  hill  continued  to  follow  his  ufual 
employments. 

He  was,  however,  fo  prejudiced  in  favour 
of  this  vegetable,  that  he  feemed  defirous  of 
continuing  it  longer,  for  he  had  now  taken  it 
only  twelve  days ;  he  obferved,  however,  that 
fince  he  took  it  he  found  a  dimnefs,  and  dimi¬ 
nution  of  his  fight,  with  a  flight  vertigo.  I 
ordered  the  decoCtion  twice  a  day,  and  two 
of  the  following  pills  to  be  taken  every  night. 

R.  Pulv.  Fol.  Digital.  Purp.  g ft. 

- Rad .  Columbce 

ConfcH.  Cardiac#,  q.  s.j ’.  P Hulas  xx. 

This  plan  he  continued  till  the  end  of 
November,  when  I  found  a  confiderable  tu- 
mefcence  of  the  abdomen,  and  a  more  obvious 
fluctuation  of  water  in  its  cavity.  The  nau- 
fea  and  occafional  vomiting  from  the  digitalis 
had  weakened  him  fo  much,  that  I  did  not 
wilh  to  try  it  any  longer. 


The 
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The  dimnefs  of  fight,  and  vertigo,  conti¬ 
nued  about  fourteen  days  after  leaving  off 
this  vegetable,  the  recovery  was  very  gradual, 
as  well  as  the  vertigo ;  but  there  is  no  profpett 
of  obviating  the  fatal  tendency  of  the  afcites. 


P.  S.  Two  months  after  writing  the  above, 
I  heard  of  his  death. 


CASE  III. 

JAMES  OGDEN,  aged  about  54  years, 
had  been  a  publican,  in  which,  though  he 
never  was  intoxicated,  there  is  reafon  to 
think  he  drank  freely.  He  enjoyed,  how¬ 
ever,  good  health,  and  had  adopted  a  new 
line  of  bufinefs  for  fome  time  before  he  ap¬ 
plied  to  me.  Ever  fince  the  commencement 
of  the  year  1785,  he  had  perceived  a  dimi¬ 
nution  of  appetite  and  bodily  flrength  ;  the 
urine  became  high  coloured,  and  leflened  in 
quantity,  and  the  belly  enlarged.  When  I 
faw  him  on  the  third  of  October,  there  was  an 
evident  afcites,  though  no  praeternatural  en¬ 
largement 
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Jargement  of  the  liver  was  perceptible;  and 
he  was  Hill  able  to  attend  to  his  concerns. 


I  then  ordered  him  to  take  the  decoftion 
of  the  digitalis  in  the  form  prefcribed  in  the 
preceding  cafe, 


On  the  gth,  no  alteration  had  enfued,  when 
I  repeated  the  deco6lion,  and  ordered  the 
following  pills. 

R.  Digitalis  purpur.  pulv.  f). 

Philon.  London .  gij.  m.  fiat  PiluL  xviij.  cap.  u 
omn.  nolle  et  mane. 


On  the  12th,  a  confiderable  degree  of  vo¬ 
miting  enfued,  and  the  unfavourable  fymp- 
toms  were  augmented  ;  he  was  much  weaker, 
without  any  diminution  of  the  abdomen,  or 
encreafed  quantity  of  urine,  he  complained 
of  giddinefs  and  confufion  of  the  head,  and 
was  reduced  to  the  necefiity  of  keeping  his 
bed  for  feveral  days ;  by  the  ufe,  however,  of 
a  decodtion  of  bark,  he  gradually  acquired 
fufficient  ftrength  to  fit  up  a  few  hours  of  the 
day.  But  this  relief  was  not  permanent,  and 
he  funk  under  the  debility  about  fifteen  days 
after  taking  the  digitalis. 


CASE 
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CASE  IV. 

MARY  GUEST,  about  40  years  of  age, 
of  great  temperance,  but  of  affiduity  in  the 
bufinefs  of  her  houfe,  which  was  often  con¬ 
tinued  fo  as  greatly  to  fatigue  her,  obferved  in 
the  autumn  of  1 785,  a  gradual  encreafe  of  bulk* 
and  particularly  a  fwelling  of  the  lower  ex¬ 
tremities,  with  a  diminution  of  urine;  though 
the  menfes  continued  as  in  her  ufual  health. 

On  the  7th  of  November  (he  confulted 
me,  and  I  then  prefcribed  an  infufion  of 
quaflia  with  fquills. 

On  the  14th,  (he  had  paffed  a  larger  pro¬ 
portion  of  urine,  and  the  general  anafarca 
was  diminifhed. 

On  the  19th,  when  I  faw  her,  no  further 
advantage  had  been  gained,  which  induced 
me  to  exhibit  the  digitalis  purpurea,  thus, 

R.  Decoft.  Digitalis  pur p.  Jifb* 

Tinfl.  Stomach. 

Syr.  Baljamic •  a.  *$)./.  Haujl.  bis  in  die  fumcTu 

4u$. 


It 
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It  moftly  produced  Tome  little  naufea,  and 
leffened  the  inclination  for  food,  but  it  did 
not  in  the  lead' perceptibly  encreafe  the 
urine :  fhe  indeed  complained  of  being 
weaker,  and  more  bloated;  and  inftead  of 
the  digitalis,  I  gave  larger  dofes  of  fquills, 
with  bark  to  ffrengthen  the  habit,  which 
plan  gradually  reflored  her  health. 


CASE  V. 

W.  WEBB,  fixty  years  of  age,  applied  to 
me  on  the  20th  of  February  1786,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  fome  difficulty  of  breathing,  and 
a  flight  anafarca  of  the  legs.  He  had  been 
liable  during  many  preceding  winters  to  this 
kind  of  dyfpnaea,  and  had  generally  been  re¬ 
lieved  by  lofing  a  little  blood ;  this  year  the 
fame  treatment  did  not  produce  any  benefi¬ 
cial  effefl ;  the  pulfe  was  not  irregular,  but 
weak;  he  could  lie  down  with  eafe  in  any 
pofition  of  the  body,  though  upon  exercife 
the  breathing  was  fhort  and  oppreffed  with¬ 
out  much  catarrh. 


I  ordered 
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I  ordered  fquills  in  fubdance,  and  the 
acetum  fcilliticum  as  freely  as  his  domach 
would  bear;  but  as  he  tried  thefe without  any 
mitigation  of  his  complaints,  the  following 
were  exhibited  on  the  27th  of  February. 

R.  Palv.  Dovcri  3  ft, 

- Rhubarb. 

- Scillar.  ficcar.  a  3  ft. 

Syr.  e  Meconio,  q.  s.  / .  pilul.  xij.  cap .  iij.  cmni 

noble. 

R.  Fol.  Digital.  Par  pur.  3  ft. 

Coque  ex  Aqua:  gviij.  ad  Jvj.  colaturce,  ct  adJc 
finbt.  Stomach,  ^ft. 

Syr.  ex  Althaea  3ij.  m.  cap.  cochlear,  ij.  ter  per 
diem . 

This  dofe  excited  a  little  naufea,  but  not 
to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  prevent  its  continu¬ 
ance  for  eight  days;  at  the  end  of  this  time 
he  became  fo  weak,  that  I  was  neceditated 
to  interdict  its  further  exhibition;  the  head 
became  fo  giddy  as  to  give  a  fenfe  of  drunken- 
nefs;  the  urine  was  not  augmented,  and  the 
analarca,  and  debility  were  encreafed. 


The 
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The  Peruvian  bark,  with  fquills,  Was  now 
introduced,  and  continued  to  the  end  of 
March,  at  which  time  this  was  written,  and 
though  no  obvious  encreafe  of  urine  fuper- 
vened,  the  llrength  improved,  the  tumefcence 
of  the  legs  fomewhat  diminilhed,  and  the 
breathing  was  lefs  difficult,  fo  as  to  give 
hopes  of  a  gradual  recovery. 


CASE  VI. 

j.  POYNER,  aged  about  46  years,  ap¬ 
plied  to  me  on  account  of  an  anafarca,  which 
had  become  general,  attended  with  fuch  a 
degree  of  dyfpnaca  as  prevented  his  lying 
down  in  bed,  for  fome  weeks  before  my  at¬ 
tendance.  The  difeafe,  however,  had  been 
gradually  coming  on,  for  feveral  months  be¬ 
fore  it  arrived  at  fuch  an  extent,  as  to  induce 
him  to  requeft  my  attendance. 

I  could  find  no  caufe  of  intemperance  to 
which  the  complaint  could  be  charged.  He 
had  formerly  known  better  days,  and  had 
lately  encountered  encreafing  difficulties,  but 
was  neverthelefs  fuperior  to  a  hate  of  want. 

With 
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With  the  anafarca,  the  urine  was  diminifh- 
ed  in  quantity,  and  heightened  in  colour;  he 
had  a  troublefome  cough,  and  particularly 
upon  attempting  a  reclined  pofition.  I  did 
not  obferve  an  afcites,  he  had  a  pretty  free 
expe6ioration  with  his  cough. 

On  the  8th  of  December  1785,  I  firfl  pre- 
fcribed  for  him  a  mixture,  with  lac  ammoni- 
acum,  acetum  fcilliticum,  and  the  volatile 
alcali,  to  take  in  the  day-time. 

At  bed-time  he  took  pills  compounded  of 
powdered  fqudls,  Dover’s  powder,  and  Rufus’s 
pill. 

December  13.  Having  found  no  relieffrom 
the  firft  remedies,  befides  continuing  the 
pills,  the  mixture  was  repeated,  with  a  de- 
co£lion  of  Seneka  root,  inftead  of  the  lac 
ammoniacum. 

Dec.  19.  No  amendment  yet  refulting  from 
the  ufe  of  the  medicines,  I  ordered  the  pa¬ 
tient  to  take  an  infufion  of  tobacco,  three 
times  a  day,  with  the  mixture  at  intermediate 
times. 


Jan. 
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Jan.  i,  1786.  Soon  after  the  ufe  of  the 
nicotiana,  he  appeared  freer  in  his  breath, 
and  imagined  that  the  quantity  of  urine  was 
encreafed ;  but  the  flattering  appearances 
again  fubfided;  I  continued,  however,  the 
medicine  occafionally,  as  the  ftomach  would 
bear  it,  till  January  10,  when  I  ordered  the 
ufual  decoflion  of  the  fox-glove,  but  rather 
in  a  diminiflied  dofe,  to  be  taken  every  eight 
hours,  encreafmg  it  as  the  ftomach  would 
admit. 

For  the  firft  week  he  certainly  pafled  much 
more  water,  and  gradually  diminiflied  in  the 
anafarcous  fwelling. 

t 

I  was  extremely  happy  at  the  profpeCt  I 
now  had,  of  feeing  one  fuccefsful  cafe  from 
the  ufe  of  this  vegetable,  and  though  he  com¬ 
plained  of  great  vertigo,  and  almoft  a  total 
lofs  of  vifion,  with  immenfe  proftration  of 
ftrength,  I  encouraged  him  to  perfevere;  but 
on  the  fecond  week  he  loft  ground ;  the  urine 
did  not  encreafe,  but  the  anafarca,  the  debi¬ 
lity  and  vertigo  augmented,  and  I  was  re¬ 
luctantly  compelled  to  relinquifh  the  medi¬ 
cine  on  the  28th  of  February,  when  I  ordered 

a  decofiion 
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a  deco&ion  of  bark,  with  acetum  fcilliticum, 
and  fait  of  wormwood;  befides  which,  he  took 
every  night,  pills  made  of  rhubarb,  foap,  and 
fquills. 

Towards  the  end  of  April,  he  acquired  a 
tolerable  ftate  of  health,  and  has  fince  at¬ 
tended  to  his  ufual  concerns;  but  it  was  full 
two  months  after  leaving  off'  the  digitalis, 
before  his  vifion  clearly  returned,  or  die  ver¬ 
tigo  ceafed. 

About  the  beginning  of  January,  agree* 
able  to  the  obfervation  under  that  month, 
when  the  fymptoms  were  relieved  at  the  firff 
taking  of  the  digitalis,  I  was  fo  hopeful  of  its 
efficacy,  that  I  tried  this  vegetable  in  three 
other  cafes  about  the  fame  period,  but  met 
with  chagrin  and  difappointment,  although 
the  inffances  were  fucli,  as  might  have  ad¬ 
mitted  of  fuccour. 

i  % 


P.  S.  Though  my  vifits  were  difeontinued, 
I  have  fince  learnt,  that  the  patient  Poynder 
died  fuddenly  in  bed,  in  September  1786; 
and  I  imagine  that  he  then  laboured  under 
the  hydrops  pe&oris. 


CASE 
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CASE  VII. 

THO.  WRIGHT,  aged  about  46,  con- 
Fulted  me  on  the  5th  of  September  178 7, 
when  I  collected  the  following  information. 

He  has  lived  all  his  life  in  fuch  a  (late  of 
temperance  as  rarely  to  have  been  intoxicated, 
but  he  has  been  accuftomed  to  drink  brandy 
and  water,  or  gin  and  water,  as  a  frequent 
liquor,  from  which,  however,  no  inconveni¬ 
ence  refulted  till  about  two  years  ago,  when 
his  appetite  began  to  fail,  and  an  uneafy  ful- 
nefs  about  the  region  of  the  flomach  enfued. 
Early  in  the  year  1786,  the  urine  appeared 
to  be  diminifhed,  and  a  flight  anafarcous  tu- 
mefcence  of  the  whole  body  took  place,  and 
in  the  fummer,  a  jaundice  with  an  encreafed 
anafarca.  Dr.  Brocklefby  was  confulted, 
and  preferibed  various  remedies,  which  were 
fo  far  efficacious  as  to  remove  the  jaundice 
in  a  great  meafure ;  and  punftures  in  the  legs 
had  leffened  the  anafarca.  I  believe  he  con- 
fulted  fome  other  phyficians,  but  without  ex¬ 
periencing  further  relief. 

Vo  1.11.  M 


At 
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At  the  period  of  my  vifit,  accompanied  by 
Dr.  Andree,  a  member  of  the  Medical  Soci¬ 
ety,  I  obferved  the  following  hate  of  the 
patient’s  difeafe. 

His  whole  body  was  confiderably  anafar- 
cous,  his  complexion  had  a  flight  yellow 
tinge,  and  the  eyes  indicated  the  remains  or 
the  return  of  the  jaundice;  the  fmall  lobe  of 
the  liver  might  be  felt,  fomewhat  enlarged 
and  indurated;  a  fluctuation  of  water  in  the 
abdomen  was  evident ;  the  breathing  was 
often  laborious,  fome  reft  he  enjoyed  at 
night, and  he  could  recline  upon  a  low  pillow; 
the  urine  was  fmall  in  quantity,  though  not 
very  high  coloured.  With  thefe  fymptoms,  he 
had  never  totally  confined  himfelf  from  go¬ 
ing  abroad,  either  in  a  carriage,  or  a  little  on 
foot.  His  alvine  evacuations  were  natural, 

his  tongue  clean,  and  his  fpirits  not  deprcfTed. 

» 

Preceding  phyficians  had  judicioufly  admi- 
niftered  neutral  falts,  fquills,  and  other  diu¬ 
retics.  Once  calomel  was  attempted,  but  a 
fingle  grain  affeCted  his  mouth. 


He 
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lie  had  lately  drank  gin  and  water,  as  a 
medicine  of  his  own,  from  an  idea  that  old 
hock,  and  other  wines,  recommended  by  the 
faculty,  difagreed  with  him,  by  turning  four  on 
hisftomach.  Ircquefled  him  to  lefien  his  gin, 
and  in  lieu  of  water,  to  dilute  it  with  an  in- 
fufion  of  the  juniper  fhrub.  As  he  had  taken 
Various  diuretic  medicines,  I  was  refolved  to 
try  the  digitalis  purpurea  in  the  fmalleft  dofes 
at  firft,  to  avoid  exciting  a  naufea,  to  which 
he  was  already  liable. 

R.  Pulv.  Fol.  Digitalis  Purpur.  Jicc.  3(3. 

Spec.  Aromat. 

Conf.  Cardiac,  q.  s.  fiant  PiluL  xiv.  cap.  unam 
ter  per  diem. 

Sept.  12.  There  had  been  a  confiderable 
encreafe  of  urine,  which  the  Doftor  informed 
me  had  occafionally  occurred  before,  with¬ 
out  any  permanent  benefit,  he  appeared  to 
have  loft  two  inches  in  the  dimenfions 
of  his  waift,  and  he  faid  he  felt  ftronger. 
H  e  was  able  to  walk  about  the  room; 
the  pills  produced  a  naufea,  but  no  vo¬ 
miting,  and  they  were  continued.  I  now 
found  that  he  had  frequently  drank  brandy 

M2  and 
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and  water,  and  even  indulged  in  it  fince  my 
lafl  vifit,  which  cuftom  I  totally  difeounte- 
nanced. 

$ 

Sept.  ig.  The  urine  is  again  diminilhed, 
although  on  the  16th  the  digitalis  purpurea 
was  encreafed,  the  appetite  is  fallen  off.  I 
ordered  the  following: 

1 

R.  Extrafi.  Cicutar,  gr.  iift. 

Pulv.  Digital .  purp. 

-  Scillar.  ficc .  ii.gr  j .  /.  Pilul.  Ur  in  die 

fumunda. 

At  the  end  of  September,  I  was  informed 
that  the  patient  continued  much  in  the  fitu- 
ation  he  had  done  for  the  lafl  twelve  months; 
and  probably  from  the  remaining  flrcngth  of 
a  vigorous  conflitution,  he  may  furvive  many 
months  longer. 

P.  S.  Though  I  never  attended  alter  the 
above  report,  which  I  copied  from  my  notes, 
I  heard  that  he  died  about  four  months  after 
I  left  him. 


CASE 
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CASE  VIII. 

T7 .  G.  of  Lombard  Street,  of  a  temperate 
courfe  of  life,  and  of  a  general  good 
date  of  health,  began  about  her  45th  year 
to  experience  fome  irregularity  in  the  menfes, 
and  a  difpofition  to  obefity;  this  had  been 
encreafed  by  confinement  in  confequence  of 
an  accident;  but  {he  afterwards  enjoyed 
health,  though  with  lei's  exercife, 

1 

About  the  year  1787,  fhe  perceived  an  en- 
crealed  fulnefs  of  the  abdomen,  for  which 
file  confulted  her  apothecary,  W.  French^ 
who  gave  chiefly  fcillitic  medicines,  and  oc- 
cafional  laxatives  of  calomel,  with  the  ca¬ 
thartic  ext  raft ;  fhe  made  more  urine,  and  by 
meafurement  fell  two  inches  in  the  circum¬ 
ference  in  the  waift ;  this  relief  was  temporary, 
and  file  acquired  her  former  magnitude,  when 
I  was  confulted  about  the  middle  of  July. 

This  lady  enjoyed  a  florid  complexion, 
plump  without  being  grofs  in  habit,  but  the 
abdomen  was  conliderably  enlarged,  and  a 

fluctuation 
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flu&uation  of  water  was  juft  perceptible, 
there  was  no  evident  enlargement  about  the 
region  of  the  liver,  nor  could  that  vifeus  be 
perceived  by  the  touch  from  the  obefity,  and 
partial  anafarca ;  the  menfes  had  appeared 
lately,  though  in  diminifhed  quantity ;  the 
urine  was  high  coloured,  and  but  little  was 
difeharged. 

As  calomel  had  been  lately  given,  I  did 
not  repeat  it,  but  ordered  the  fquills  both  in 
fubftance,  and  in  the  form  of  acetum  with 
fait  of  wormwood,  as  liberally  as  the  ftomach 
vTould  bear,  and  occafionally  adminiftered  the 
cathartic  extraft  as  a  purgative. 

This  plan  was  purfued  writh  little  variation 
till  the  10th  of  Auguft,  without  any  obvious 
improvement;  this  induced  me  to  relinquifh 
the  fquills,  and  fubftitute  the  digitalis  pur¬ 
purea,  which  could  now  be  procured  with¬ 
out  rifk  of  deception. 

9 

To  avoid  exciting  naufea,  half  a  grain  only 
wasprefcribedtobe  taken  three  times  a  day  in 
pill,  with  as  jnticli  carthatic  extraft  as  would 

procure 
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procure  two  ftools  each  day,  and  the  pills 
were  wafhed  down  with  a  faline  draught,  with 
dire&ions  to  encreafe  the  digitalis  purpurea 
gradually,  as  far  as  the  flomach  would  bear 
without  vomiting. 

Auguft  18.  The  patient  had  now  arrived 
to  the  quantity  of  four  grains  and  an  half 
each  day,  of  the  digitalis  dried,  without  fuffer- 
ing  more  naufea  than  fhe  had  done  with  the 
fquills,  and  indeed  the  appetite  had  never 
been  very  bad.  But  no  encreafe  of  urine  or 
diminution  of  fize  had  refulted  from  the  me¬ 
dicine.  As  I  thought  I  had  experienced 
more  diuretic  effedis  from  the  combinations 
of  thefe  two  vegetables,  than  from  either 
fingly,  I  continued  the  pills,  and  added  to 
each  draught  ten  drops  of  the  acetum  fcilli- 
ticum. 

Aug.  23.  She  complained  much  of  fick- 
neis,  no  encreafe  of  urine,  feels  a  fenfe  of  en- 
creafed  debility ;  at  prefent  the  menfes  are 
in  confiderable  quantity,  a  difcharge  which 
has  of  late  attended  at  frequent  and  uncertain 
periods.  The  complexion  is  clear,  and  main¬ 
tains 


x68  MEMOIRS  of  the 

tains  an  healthy  look,  but  the  belly  augments 
and  the  appetite  fails.  As  the  medicines 
produce  no  good  effefl  they  are  now  omitted, 
and  a  reftringent  draught  fubflituted  twice  a 
day. 

Aug.  2 6.  The  menfes  are  a  little  abated, 
and  the  patient’s  appetite  improved;  the 
urine  is  not  encreafed  in  quantity. 

Sep.  2.  The  menfes  are  totally  ftopt,  and 
the  flrength  a  little  improved,  as  well  as 
the  appetite,  and  I  now  advifed  her  to  refrain 
from  medicine, 

P.  S.  In  the  Midfummer  of  1788,  this  lady 
was  tapped,  and  died  about  one  month  after 
the  operation. 


I  have  communicated  the  preceding  cafes, 
treated  with  the  digitalis  purpurea,  becaufe 
they  were  fuch,  as  has  been  already  obferved, 
as  afforded  a  profpeft  of  fuccelsful  illue, 
though  the  refult  did  not  confirm  it.  The 
apothecaries  who  attended  the  patients,  par¬ 
ticularly 
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ticularly  J.  Parkinfon  of  Hoxton  Square, 
who  vifited  the  Cafe  No.  I.  and  J.  Steele  of 
Tower  Hill,  who  attended  that  of  No.  II.  and 
who  were  equally  anxious  with  myfelf  to 
afcertain  the  real  digitalis,  took  particular 
care  to  examine  this  vegetable,  and  fuper- 
intend  its  effefts, 

I  have  given  it  alfo  to  hydropic  patients 
much  further  advanced  in  the  fymptoms  of 
danger  ufually  accompanying  this  difeafe; 
or  whole  irregular  living  had  afforded 
little  or  no  profpeft  of  relief;  but  I  have 
omitted  the  relation  of  them,  as  the  fail¬ 
ure  of  fuccefs  cannot  afford  any  material 
objeftion  to  a  medicine,  wherein  no  other 
could  be  adminiftered  with  any  probability 
of  advantage ;  the  preceding  cafes,  however, 
with  as  many  other  fimilar  ones,  and  equally 
unfuccefsful,  which  have  fallen  under  my 
care,  have  induced  me  to  doubt  the  falutary 
powers  of  this  beautiful  vegetable. 

As  I  gave  it  in  the  manner  prefcribed  by 
Dr.  Withering,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  explain  the 
different  refults  of  our  experiments.  In  the 

cafes 
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cafes  wherein  I  have  tried  it,  little  or  no  ad¬ 
vantage  was  procured,  while  his  trials  were 
almoft  as  uniformly  fuccefsful,  and  many  of 
them  appear  to  have  been  much  more  unpro- 
mifing.  The  accuracy  of  his  obfervations, 
the  candour  with  which  they  are  publifhed, 
and  above  all,  the  known  relpeflability  of  his 
chara&er,  place  him  above  the  reach  of  fuf- 
picion.  I  have  not  only  had  the  correfpon- 
dence  of  Dr.  Withering  himfelf,  but  other 
refpectable  phyficians  in  the  country,  have 
favoured  me  with  accounts  of  its  fuccefs,  in 
inftances  where  no  improper  bias  whatever 
could  influence  their  relations.  Future  ex¬ 
periment  therefore  mufl  decide  from  what 
unknown  caufes  fuch  different  effefts  have 
arifen.  * 

7  here  are  certainly  difeafes  of  the  fame 

J 

origin  and  nature  which  require  different 
treatment  in  different  fituations  and  periods. 

1  he  practice  adopted  by  Dr.  Sydenham  in  the 
rheumatifm  would  not  fuit  the  conflitutions 
of  the  prefent  citizens  of  London;  and  the 
treatment  of  the  fame  recommended  by  Dr. 
Cullen,  in  Edinburgh,  would  be  injurious  to 

the 


Medical  Society  of  London .  ip 

the  patients  of  this  metropolis.  How  far  3. 
more  robull  habit  of  the  people  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  may  render  the  digitalis  purpurea  a  more 
falutary  remedy  in  the  dropfy  than  it  proves 
to  the  inhabitants  of  London,  I  cannot  afcer- 
tain;  but  no  liberal  mind  would  impeach  the 
accuracy  and  fidelity  of  thole  writers  who 
have  fpoken  fo  highly  of  this  vegetable.  A 
confiderable  argument  in  its  favour  has  been 

deduced  from  the  teftimonies  of  old  writers  ; 

* 

but  does  not  this  militate  againft  it?  for  had 
this  medicine  been  generally  fuccefsful  for¬ 
merly,  it  never  would  have  been  relinquifhed, 
unlefs  fome  more  fuccefsful  remedy  had  fu- 
perfeded  it ;  but  as  this  has  not  been  the  cafe, 
as  no  medicine  has  been  found  to  cure  drop- 
lies  in  general,  it  may  be  naturally  inferred 
that  the  digitalis  could  not  have  fallen  into 
difufe  from  its  virtues,  but  from  its  inefficacy 
if  not  from  its  real  injuries.  My  doubts  have 
not  been  haftily  adopted.  The  digitalis  was 
recommended  to  me  for  trial  about  ten  years 
ago,  and  its  failure  in  two  inftances  difeou- 
raged  me  from  profecuting  further  experi¬ 
ment  at  that  time. 


I  have 
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I  have  lately  converfed  with  many  practi¬ 
tioners  in  London  upon  the  fubjeCl,  and  they 
have  very  generally  met  with  difappointment 
from  this  remedy.  A  phyfician  of'  diftin- 
guifhed  eminence  informs  me,  that  from  the 
fuccefsful  exhibition  of  it,  in  a  cafe  of  dropfy, 
about  22  years  ago,  he  was  induced  to  give  it 
repeatedly  to  the  patients  of  the  hofpital,  to 
which  he  wras  then  phyfician,  but  without 
one  inffance  of  fuccefs;  and  though  he  con¬ 
tinues  high  in  his  profeffion,  the  late  enco¬ 
miums  have  never  drawn  him  to  repeat  his 
experiments.  Some  eminent  practitioners, 
however,  have  confirmed  the  favourable  re¬ 
lations  of  I)r.  Darwin,  and  Dr.  Withering, 
and  affured  me  of  their  having  experienced 
the  moft  falutary  effects  in  hydropic  affec¬ 
tions,  particularly  in  the  hydrops  peftoris  and 
general  anafurca. 

In  the  exhibition  of  the  digitalis  purpurea, 
the  firft  effefi  I  have  obferved,  is  rendering 
the  pulfe  flower  than  in  the  natural  flate  of 
the  patient,  thus  perfons  whofe  ufual  fland- 
ard  may  be  70,  have  had  the  pulfations  re¬ 
duced  to  56,  or  even  lefs,  in  a  minute :  this 

has 
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has  occurred  within  24  hours  after  the  ufe  of 
this  vegetable ;  but  if  the  fame  dole  be  conti¬ 
nued,  in  a  day  or  two  the  pulfe  acquires  its 
ufual  quicknefs,  or  even  exceeds  it,  but  at  the 
fame  time  it  generally  becomes  dep relied, 
and  a  languor  is  diffufed  over  the  whole 
fvllem;  the  extremities,  the  hands  particular¬ 
ly,  acquire  a  moift  clamminefs,  and  feel  cold 
to  the  touch.  If  the  dofe  be  encreafed  till 
naulea  or  ficknefs  is  excited,  the  hrength  of 
the  patient  is  hill  more  weakened,  and  the 
flownefs  of  the  pulfe  returns  as  at  the  firh 
exhibition  of  the  medicine;  the  ficknefs  re- 
fembles  fea-ficknefs,  accompanied  with  a  con- 
fufed  aching  and  heavinefs  of  the  head.  The 
patient  at  this  period  remarks  that  he  per¬ 
ceives  flafhes  of  fire  frequently  pafs  acrofs 
his  eyes,  and  fometimes  balls  of  fire  in  the 
room.  An  encreale  ol  the  dofe  after  this 
produces  vomiting,  and  fometimes  purging 
alfo :  he  complains  of  increafed  head-ach, 
or  rather  of  confufion  and  giddinefs ;  inhead 
of  flafhes  of  light,  almoh  all  obje6ls  he  views 
appear  brilliant,  and  his  friends  who  vifit 
him  feem  to  be  furrounded  with  a  blaze  of 
fire;  his  memory  is  imperfeft,  and  upon  at¬ 
tempting 
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tempting  to  walk>  he  reels  and  flaggers  like 
a  perlon  intoxicated.  The  dole  that  brings 
on  thefe  effects,  gradually  produce  confufed 
vifion,  and  at  length  almoft  total  blindnefs, 
which  I  have  known  to  continue  in  fome  in- 
flances  upwards  of  a  month  after  the  medi¬ 
cine  had  been  omitted  :  During  this  time  he 
complains  in  a  particular  manner  of  a  throb* 
bing  pain  in  the  balls  of  the  eyes,  and  a  fenfe 
of  fulnefs  and  enlargement  of  them,  as  il  the 
globes  had  become  too  big  for  the  lockets, 
and  were  grown  out  of  their  natural  leite. 
In  two  cafes  that  I  heard  of,  the  limbs,  parti¬ 
cularly  the  lower  extremities,  were  feized  with 
tremors;  and  from  fome  caufe  or  other  both 
thefe  patients  died  fuddenly,  in  a  manner 
moll  refembling  apoplexy* 

The  fymptoms  I  have  deferibed  do  not 
happen  to  every  patient,  even  where  large 
doles  ol  the  digitalis  have  been  adminillered: 
the  fenfe  of  obje£ls  appearing  in  a  blaze  of 
light  occurred  but  in  one  inflance ;  few,  how¬ 
ever,  efcape  fome  degree  of  the  other  fymp¬ 
toms;  and  all  experience  an  alarming  pro- 
fl ration  ol  flrength ;  the  vital  powers  are  fome- 

times 
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times  To  fuddenly  and  exceflively  funk,  that 
life  feems  almoft  extinguifhed,  and  the  flow 
feeble  pulfe  is  but  juft  perceptible;  at  the 
fame  timefuch  horrors  of  mind  and  ja£iitation 
of  body  enfue,  as  render  the  patient  under  the 
preflurc  of  thefe  painful  fenfations,  even  foli- 
citous  of  death.  In  the  firft  cafe  I  was  a 
witnefs  of  this  ftate  of  agitation,  and  although 
the  patient  neither  vomited,  nor  fuffered  a 
diarrhaea,  nor  pafted  more  urine  than  ufual, 
yet  the  dropfical  fwelling  of  the  abdomen 
fubfided;  the  debility,  however,  which  fuc- 
ceeded,  could  never  be  overcome.  Other 
inftances  have  likewife  occurred  to  me  where 
the  afeites  has  fubfided  after  ufing  this  medi¬ 
cine,  without  any  fenfible  excretion  what¬ 
ever.  In  general,  however,  it  afts  as  a  powerful 
diuretic,  and  in  certain  ftates  of  the  dropfy, 
where  the  ftrength  is  not  greatly  impaired, 
has  proved  fuccefsful,  fo  far  at  leaft  as  I  can 
collect  from  feveral  refpedftable  praftitioners; 
in  my  own  experience  I  have  not  been  fo 
happy. 

Under  a  knowledge  of  the  probability  of 
fuch  alarming  fymptorns  occafionally  occur¬ 
ring 
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ring,  after  the  exhibition  of  this  aftive  vege¬ 
table;  the  necefiity  of  giving  it  cautioufly 
muft  be  apparent,  as  well  as  of  carefully  en- 
creafing  the  dole  of  it.  Probably  the  diuretic 
qualities  of  it  cannot  be  depended  on,  till  a 
quantity  fufficientto  produce  naufea  is  intro¬ 
duced,  and  that  quantity  is  apt  to  excite  un- 
pleafing  fymptoms. 

To  afTifl  in  obviating  the  depreflion  which 
it  induces  on  the  powers  of  life,  I  have  ufuallv 
added  fome  tonic  medicine,  as  the  bark, 
quaflia,  chalybeates,  or  myrrh. 

It  is  by  carefully  comparing  fafts  that  a 
juft  criterion  of  the  powers  of  remedies  can 
be  acquired.  I  have  candidly  related  thole 
which  came  under  my  obfervation,  and  I 
fubmit  them  to  the  decifions  of  time  and  fu¬ 
ture  experience. 
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ARTICLE  XVII. 

Cynanche  Pharyngea,  or  defell  of  Deglutition  from 
a  Jlraitning  of  the  CEfophagus,  by  James 
Johnstone,  of  Worcefer,  M.  D.  and 
C.  M.  S.  &c.  In  a  letter  to  J.  C.Lettsom, 
M.  D.  &c. 

Read  June  4,  1787. 

LORD  BACON,  in  the  work  “  De  Aug- 
mentis  Scientiarum,55  incites  phyficians 
to  attempt  to  lelfen  the  number  of  fatal  dif- 
eafes  by  new  methods.  Impediments  to  the 
paffage  of  food  into  the  ftomach  from  a 
flridture,  a  thickning,  or  fcirrhus  of  the  pha¬ 
rynx,  or  in  fome  part  of  the  cefophagus,  is 
fo  frequent,  and  fo  very  juftly  accounted  a 
dangerous  and  fatal  difeafe,  that  I  hope  any 
reafonable  endeavour  to  obviate  its  danger 
will  not  be  unacceptable. 

Every  one  muft  have  had  experience  that 
this  difeafe  has  refilled  the  moll  powerful  re¬ 
medies.  Van  Swieten  in  his  comment  on 
Vol.  II.  N  §  797 
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§  797  B°erhaave>  gives  a  catalogue  of  me¬ 
dicines  applied  in  this  cafe  by  himfelf,  and 
other  phyficians,  and  all  in  vain.  The  tar- 
tarus  tartarifatus  and  regeneratus.  Starkey’s 
celebrated  penetrating  foap,  compofed  of  oil 
of  turpentine  and  fait  of  tartar.  Crude  fal 
ammoniac,  and  its  volatile  fpirit  faturated 
with  diflilled  vinegar,  applied  both  outwardly 
and  inwardly,  with  fufhcient  perfeverance, 
either  did  no  good,  or  only  gave  a  fhort  and 
temporary  refpite  from  a  difeafe  which  foon 
returned  as  bad  as  before. 

Mercurial  un&ions,  and  mercurial  plaiflers 
with  the  gums  applied  to  the  neck  ;  flrong 
purges,  and  even  falivation  itfelf  were  unfuc- 
cefsful.  Emollient  decoflions,  oily  and  lu¬ 
bricating  medicines  were  often  ferviceable  in 
rendering  the  paffage  more  open,  fo  long  as 
any  paffage  remained,  but  did  not  cure  effec¬ 
tually  and  radically.  The  recent  roots  of 
the  black  hellebore  beat  to  the  confidence  of 
a  cataplafm  with  vinegar  of  fquills,  and  bry¬ 
ony  root  pounded  with  crude  fal  ammoniac, 
and  applied  to  the  neck,  failed.  A  probe 
with  fponge  fixed  on  whalebone,  and  intro¬ 
duced 
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duced  into  the  cefophagus  to  force  open  the 
fl rift u re  was  ineffeftual,  and  manifeftly  hurt¬ 
ful  by  irritating  that  fenfible  part,  and  en- 
creafmg  the  pain  and  fwelling  in  it. 

•  i 

I  knew  a  murder  committed,  (I  hope  the 
faculty  will  pardon  the  expreffion)  by  an 
attempt  to  open  a  palfage  into  the  ftomach 
by  this  kind  of  forcible  entry. 

I  have  found  lucibrating  oils,  burnt  fponge* 
and  mercurial  unftion  fail;  I  fear  when  the 
cefophagus  is  much  thickened,  or  when  a 
fcirrhus  blocks  up  the  paffage,  medicine  will 
be  of  little  fervice,  yet  in  this  unhappy  fitu- 

i 

ation,  a  method  may  be  adopted  which  pro- 
mifes  fome  good,  and  which  entitles  it  to  a 
preference  to  medicines  of  an  irritating  and 
flimulating  nature.  All  the  good  that  is  to 
be  done,  will  be  effefted  by  relaxing  or  gently 
dilating  the  ftrifture.  For  this  laft  purpofe, 
bougies  of  a  proper  fize  might  be  tried,  as 
propofedvery  judiciouflyby  Mr.Wathen;and, 
endured  without  pain,  or  retching  to  vomit, 
and  efpecially  if  followed  with  any  advan¬ 
tage,  they  ought  to  be  continued,  and  from 

N  2  time 
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time  to  time  repeated  ;  if  otherwife,  certainly 
laid  afide.  The  advantage  is  mod  likely  to 
be  fecured  by  giving  boludes  of  butter,  and 
other  oily  fubdances.  I  certainly  have  feen 
fome  palliative  good  done  by  oily  lin&uffes. 
The  food  ought  always  to  be  milky,  demul¬ 
cent,  nutrient,  foft  and  liquid.  Though  I 
have  hardly  ever  feen  mercurial  unttions 
ufeful,  I  remember  curing  a  perfon  by  giv¬ 
ing  corrofive  fublimate  dillolvcd  in  the  fpi- 
rituous  tinfture  of  Peruvian  bark,  in  a  man¬ 
ner  fimilar  to  the  celebrated  folution  of  Van 
Swieten.  A  fpongy  relaxed  appearance  in 
the  uvula  and  glands  of  the  throat,  led  me 
to  adminider  this  medicine,  which  I  by  no 
means  think  likely  to  be  generally  ufeful. 

Opium  and  extraflum  cicutee,  bid  air  in 
my  opinion  to  be  more  generally  ufeful  in 
this  difeafe  than  any  other  medicines.  They 
will  operate  powerfully  in  removing  the 
fpafmodic  driflure,  which  fometimes  is  the 
foie  caufe?  and  more  or  Iefs  attends  every 
other  caule  of  this  difeafe.  I  remember  a 
young  woman,  dill  alive,  who  without  any 
inflammation,  (welling,  or  apparent  caufe  in 

the 
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the  throat  for  feveral  days,  laboured  under 
this  difeafe  of  the  cefophagus,  fo  that  no  folid 
or  liquid  food  palfed  into  the  flomach.  She 
was  cured  by  taking  fifteen  drops  of  thebaic, 
tinfture  on  fugar  every  four  hours.  She  took 
fix  dofes  in  this  manner  before  the  ftrifture 
yielded  to  the  medicine,  but  has  remained 
well  and  free  from  the  diforder  ever  fmee  the 
year  1780.  I  judged  her  difeafe  proceeded 
from  lpafm,  but  think  it  highly  probable  that 
if  it  had  not  been  removed  by  the  medi¬ 
cines,  at  hickning  of  the  cefophagus  would 
foon  have  enfued,  and  the  difeafe  would  have 
become  permanent  and  incurable. 

In  1782.  I  was  confulted  for - Robin- 

fon,  a  tenant  of  W.  Childe,  Efq.  of  Kinlet, 
and  who  ufed  to  accompany  him  in  the 
fports  of  the  chace.  He  had  for  a  confider- 
able  time  laboured  under  a  difeafe  reputed 
incurable,  which  had  prevented  all  food  from 
puffing  into  the  flomach,  from  an  obftruftion 
below  the  pharynx.  I  ordered  a  grain  of 
extrafl.  thebaic,  with  a  few  grains  of  extraft 
of  hemlock  to  be  taken  in  the  forrq.  of  pills 
two  or  three  times  in  the  day,  but  to  hold 

N  3  them 
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them  in  the  mouth  till  difFolved,  and  to  fwal- 
low  the  folution  with  the  faliva,  and  to  avoid 
every  attempt  to  take  any  thing  elfe  which 
might  bring  on  draining,  and  force  the  me¬ 
dicine  back  again.  By  adhering  to  this  me¬ 
thod  a  few  days,  the  obflruflion  was  remov¬ 
ed,  and  the  power  of  fwallowing  folid  as  well 
as  liquid  food  was  perfeftly  reftored.  The 
difeafe  however  returned,  and  was  fatal  to 
him  about  three  years  afterwards.  I  im¬ 
puted  this  to  the  habitual  indulgence  of 
drinking  fpirits  and  drams;  and  it  is  fome- 
what  remarkable,  that  he,  after  this  relapfc, 
neither  ufed  the  method,  nor  the  affiflance 
of  him  who  had  adminiftered  relief,  till  it  was 
vifibly  too  late  to  be  ufeful. 

I  have  applied  the  fame  method  and  me¬ 
dicines  fince  that  lime  in  feveral  inflances, 
and  from  the  fuccefs,  I  venture  to  recom¬ 
mend  the  plan  in  preference  to  any  hitherto 
in  general  ufe  for  this  formidable  malady. 

When  the  preffure  of  fwelled  glands  is 
found  to  be  the  obftru£Hon  to  deglutition 
which  1  remember  to  have  happened  in  fome 

cafes 
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cafes  of  bronchocele,  and  which  may  be 
fufpefled,  if  the  patient  has  knots  in  the 
glands  of  the  neck,  or  any  other  marks  of 
fcrophula.  In  fuch  circumfiances,  the  deob- 
fl ruent  medicines  which  are  fpecifically  pro¬ 
per  in  fcrophulous  difeafes  are  indicated.  In 
order  to  give  fuch  medicines  efficacy,  it  is 
neceffary  to  apply  them  topically  to  the 
abforbing  orifices  of  the  lymphatic  veffels 
which  enter  into  the  obftru&ed  glands,  and 
attain  emerge  from  them  in  their  courfe  to 
the  lafteal  duff,  where  it  difembogues  its 
contents  into  the  fubclavian  vein.  This  is  a 
point  of  great  importance,  for  being  thus 
applied,  medicines  will  very  probably  go  in 
full  power  and  efficacy  into  the  obflrutied 
glands. 

Medicines  which  are  conveyed  into  the 
body  by  the  lafteal  veffels  have  no  fuch 
advantage.  They  mix  with  the  blood,  and 
circulating  with  it  have  only  a  remote  chance 
of  ever  arriving  at  the  feat  of  the  obflruftions 
intended  to  be  removed.  In  order  to  arrive 
at  thefe  glands,  they  muft  be  thrown  out  in 

fecretion,  and  again  abforbed  by  the  lympha¬ 
tic 
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tic  vcflels  which  arc  to  convey  the  lymph 
to  the  glands  in  queftion,  and  along  with  that 
lymph  thefe  fpecific  medicines,  a  piece  of 
luck,  if  duly  confidered, hardly  to  beexpefted. 

It  is  therefore  certain  that  the  holding  the 
medicines  direfled  for  the  bronehocele  under 
the  tongue  till  gradually  difiolved,  is  in  the 
highefl  degree  a  rational  praftice,  and  indeed 
found  fuch  by  experience,  long  before  this 
reafon  was  thought  of,  as  being  neceffary  to 
their  efficacy. 

I  prefcribed  for  a  lady  of  a  fcrophulous 
habit,  and  who  has  had  repeated  returns  of 
an  obftru&ion  in  the  paffagc  of  food  along 
the  cefophagus  the  following  bolus: 

R.  Spovg.  ujl.  Flor.  Martial  a  gi. 

Covferv.  Rojar,  q.  s.f,  Pila  Jablirigualis. 

which  fhe  was  ordered  to  hold  under  her 
tongue  till  diffolved,  and  to  (wallow  the  (olu- 
tion ;  this  fhe  did  for  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks  at  bed-time  every  night,  and  has  been 
conftantly  cured  by  it. 


I  am 
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I  am  certain  the  fame  mode  of  admini- 
fi  ration  will  add  greatly  to  the  power  and 
efficacy  of  any  other  medicines  which  may 
be  thought  proper  in  fucli  circumffances. 
But  early  application  to  medicine  is  in  this, 
as  in  all  other  dangerous  clifeafes,  of  the  ut- 
rnoft  confequence  to  its  fuccefs. 


ARTICLE  XVIII. 

Cafes  of  unufual  AffeCtions  of  the  Tongue ,  by  Mr. 
Thomas  H  ayes,*  Surgeon,  &c.  at  Hamp- 
fiead ,  in  a  Letter  to  J.  C.  LetTsom,  M.  D. 
&c.  and  by  him  communicated  to  the  Medical 
Society ,  with  a  further  Account  of  a  fimilar 
AffeCtion . 

Read  June  16,  1788. 

CASE  I. 

AT  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  on  the 
fecond  of  January  1781,  I  was  defired 
to  vifit  J.  Wembridges,  of  North  End,  near 

this 

*  This  ingenious  young  gentleman,  author  of  a  well 
written  ETay  on  Confumptions,  died  the  fame  night  on 
which  this  paper  was  read  to  the  Society. 
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this  town,  a  very  fober,  honeft,  labouring 
man ;  as  I  was  not  very  well,  my  afliflant 
went  to  him,  and  found  him  in  bed,  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  following  account  from  him  and 
his  wife,  viz.  That  he  had  fupped  the  night 
before  on  bread  and  chcefe,  and  with  it  drank 
a  pint  of  porter,  and  went  to  bed  perfeflly 
well ;  about  three  o’clock  in  the  morning  he 
awoke  and  looked  at  his  watch,  to  fee  if  it 
was  time  to  go  to  his  work,  but  finding  it  too 
early,  llept  again,  till  between  five  and  fix  ;  at 
this  time  nothing  ailed  him,  he  then  got  up 
and  went  to  his  work  acrofs  Hampltead 
Heath  as  ulual ;  in  the  way  he  thought  his 
tongue  feemed  to  fwell,  as  it  really  did,  and 
continued  to  do  fo,  till  he  could  hardly  be 
underftood  when  he  fpoke:  my  affifiant  bled 
him  pretty  largely,  and  gave  him  an  ounce 
and  a  half  of  fal  catharticus  amarus  difiolved 
in  fome  liquid.  About  eleven  o'clock  I  faw 
him  myfelf,  and  found  the  above  account 
confirmed ;  his  tongue  was  amazingly  fwcllcd, 
the  face  exceedingly  florid,  and  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  blood  feemed  derived  to  the  whole 
head ;  he  complained  of  an  infufferablepam  in 
his  back  and  loins,  thathe  could  with  difliculty 

fit 
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fit  up,  while  I  repeated  the  bleeding,  which 
I  immediately  performed  to  the  amount  of 
fixteen  ounces;  the  pain  in  the  back  was 
fomewhat  abated  by  the  bleeding,  but  the 
tongue  was  fo  much  fwelled,  as  greatly  to 
impede  his  breathing,  and  it  was  with  the 
greateft  difficulty  that  he  fwallowed  any  thing. 
Warm  injections  and  fumigations  were  ap¬ 
plied  frequently  to  the  tongue,  emollient 
clyfters  were  exhibited,  the  feet  were  put  into 
warm  water ;  a  nitrous  faline  mixture  with 
tartar  emetic,  &c.  was  given  as  often  as  poffi- 
ble,  his  pulfe  beat  130  in  the  minute,  and  was 
full,  hard,  and  ftrong,  which  determined  me 
in  the  evening  to  repeat  the  bleeding,  and 
I  took  ten  ounces  more  blood  from  him ;  al¬ 
though  he  got  (tools  from  the  firft  falts,  I 
repeated  them  on  the  morning  of  the  third, 
which  operated  very  well,  the  antimonial 
faline  mixture  had  fweated  him  a  little, 
but  the  difficulty  which  he  had  to  breathe, 
prevented  him  lying  down,  and  encouraging 
it.  I  ordered  fumigations  of  vinegar  and 
red  port,  the  clyfters  and  pediluvium  to  be 
repeated,  but  there  was  not  the  lead  abate¬ 
ment  of  the  fize  of  the  tongue,  and  it  now 

began 
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began  to  look  of  a  dark  black  colour,  or  ra¬ 
ther  as  if  it  had  been  broiled  over  a  fmoaky 
fire.  Indeed  I  expefled  it  would  mortify  ;  in 

a  cafe  fo  fingular,  I  confefs  I  knew  not  what 

• 

to  do,  and  indeed  had  I  known,  there  was  very 
great  difficulty  to  get  any  thing  down  his 
throat.  I  ordered  the  continuance  of  the 
antimonials,  and  fent  him  a  large  blitter  to 
put  round  the  whole  throat,  with  powdered 
camphor  fpread  over  it,  this  was  put  on  for 
a  little  time,  but  had  not  drawn  at  all,  when 
fome  of  the  neighbours  fetched  Mr.  Good¬ 
win,  an  ngenious  furgeon  of  this  town  to  fee 
him,  at  a  time  when  I  was  from  home;  he 
recommended  the  blitter  to  be  taken  off',  and 
a  poultice  of  bread  and  milk  to  be  applied  to 
the  throat,  and  a  large  blitter  between  the 
fhoulders;  when  I  came  home  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  the  above  had  been  done,  but  not  with 
the  leatt  benefit.  On  the  morning  of  the 
fourth  I  faw  him  early,  much  the  fame  as  the 
precedingnight,  the  blitter  haddrawn,  and  the 
poultices  been  kept  on, and  frequent  ly  renewed 
warm;  I  ordered  four  grains  of  James’s  pow¬ 
der  every  third  hour,  faw  him  in  the  middle 
of  the  day  much  the  fame;  at  night  I  was  fent 

for 
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for  in  great  hafte,  and  was  told  he  was  dying; 
indeed  he  hade  very  appearance  of  being  fo, 
except  that  his  pulfe  was  ftill  quick,  full,  and 
hard;  the  James’s  powder  had  fweated  him  pro- 
fufely,  but  without  any  evident  benefit.  I 
ventured  to  bleed  him  again  in  this  (rate,  and 
ordered  the  poultice  to  be  taken  off,  and  the 
blifter  to  be  put  round  the  throat,  as  I  had 
before  direfted.  As  foon  as  the  blifter  be¬ 
gan  to  draw,  and  to  difeharge  any  lymph, 
the  tongue  gradually  leffened,  he  breathed 
freer,  the  tongue  became  white  and  moift, 
and  by  the  next  evening  he  was  out  of  all 
danger,  and  a  couple  of  purges  compleated 
his  cure.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark 
that  he  had  not  the  leaft  fwelling  of  the 
gums,  palate,  or  throat,  nor  any  complaint  in 
the  head,  nor  did  his  blood  fhew  any  large 
portion  of  buff,  and  the  ferum  and  craffamen- 
tum  were  proportionable. 


CASE  II. 

Mrs.  ANN  STEENTON,  a  linen  draper 
and  fli op  keeper  in  Hampftead,  aged  8 1,  rather 

of 
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of  a  f  orbu  ic  habit  of  body,  but  remarkably 
healthy  for  h~r  time  of  life,  and  a  very  honed 
intelligent  woman,  applied  to  me  on  the  8th 
of  November  1780,  for  fomething  to  relieve 
a  troublefome  itching  that  came  on  her  hands 
and  other  parts  of  her  body,  particularly  at 
night,  after  flie  became  warm  in  bed.  Find¬ 
ing  her  well  in  other  refpe£fs,  I  advifed  her 
to  let  nature  take  her  own  courfe,  and  to  ufe 
no  medicine  to  remove  it.  On  November 
the  12th  in  the  morning  I  was  lent  for  in 
hade,  and  received  the  following  relation 
from  my  patient,  which  was  alfo  confirmed 
by  her  neice  and  fervant;  that  die  had  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  troubled  with  the  itching  after 
being  warm  in  bed,  from  the  time  I  fird  faw 
her,  till  the  preceding  night;  and  when  fhe 
fcratched  herfelf,  which  file  was  unable  to 
forbear  from  doing,  that  a  number  of  lumps, 
or  weals  would  anfe  upon  the  (kin;  the  itch* 
ing  hindered  her  getting  her  ufual  deep  at 
night,  but  fubfided  in  the  morning,  and  left 
a  degree  of  roughnefs  on  the  fkin.  On  the 
night  of  the  12th  the  itching  raged  with  un¬ 
common  violence  all  over  the  body,  arms, 
&c.  But  one  of  the  weals,  or  bumps  as  die 

called 
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called  them,  was  particularly  troublefome  to 
her  on  one  of  her  arms,  which  (lie  endea¬ 
voured  to  abate,  by  putting  her  tongue  to  it, 
thinking  the  faliva  would  allay  the  heat  and 
itching  of  it;  but  (he  was  much  furprized  to 
find  a  fmall  fwelling  and  protuberance  arife 
upon  the  tongue,  attended  with  fome  fenfe  of 
pain  almoft  immediately,  but  as  this  was  not 
fo  proportionably  painful  as  the  itching  was 
troublefome,  {he  loft  the  idea  of  it  for  the 
prefent,  and  tried  to  compofe  herfelf  to  reft, 
as  fhe  had  had  but  little  fleep  for  feveral 
nights  before.  Soon  after  (lie  fell  afleep,  flue 
awoke  fcratching  her  arm,  and  not  thinking 
of  the  former  effeft  on  her  tongue,  applied  it 
immediately  as  before,  which  almoft  inftantly 
became  fwelled  to  a  great  degree,  attended 
with  a  numby  fenfation,  not  unlike  to  a  flight 
paralytic  affeflion,  which  prevented  her  be¬ 
ing  underftood  when  fhe  fpoke;  this  conti¬ 
nued  for  many  hours,  and  alarmed  the  family 
very  much.  As  I  was  not  at  home  when  firft 
fent  for,  I  did  not  arrive  foon  enough  to  fee 
the  tongue  very  much  fwelled,  but  there  was 
fome  tendernefs  and  tenfion  left  upon  it,  and 
it  was  in  a  degree  numbed,  and  fhe  faid  the 

diforder 
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diforder  afFe&ed  the  root  of  her  tongue. 
I  found  no  other  complaint  but  the  effera  on 
the  {kin,  the  body  fufficiently  open,  and  the 
pulfe  as  ufual.  I  ordered  an  antimonial  lax¬ 
ative  mixture,  of  which  a  dofc  was  to  be 
taken  every  four  hours,  and  an  anodyne 
draught  at  bed-time. 

The  mixture  caufed  a  flight  diaphorefis 
on  the  fkin,  and  the  draught  procured  reft  at 
night,  fhe  fuffered  very  little  afterwards,  from 
the  itching  on  the  {kin.  On  the  14th  a  diar¬ 
rhea  came  on,  which  proved  critical,  and 
continued  for  feveral  days,  which  I  moderated 
with  a  few  grains  of  rhubarb  and  confeftio 
Damocratis,  and  my  worthy  old  patient  loft 
her  troublefome  itching,  and  remains  hearty 
and  well. 

I  am,  Sir, 

your  mod  obedient  humble  fervant, 

THO.  HAYES. 

Hampftead,  Nov.  28,  1786. 


To 
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To  the  Medical  Society  of  London . 

Gentlemen, 

SOON  after  I  received  the  preceding  hifto 
ries,  the  following  account  of  a  fingular  fwelling 
of  the  tongue ,  was  prefented  to  me  by  a  gen¬ 
tleman  equally  diflinguifhed  for  his  great 
praftical  knowledge,  and  the  liberal  commu¬ 
nication  of  it  by  important  publications  :  I 
know  well  the  fubjeft,  whofe  cafe  is  defcribed, 
the  accuracy  of  which  is  unqueftionable. 

JOHN  COAKLEY  LETTSOM, 

London,  Jan,  17.  1787. 


An  Account  of  a  fingular  fwelling  of  the  Tongue « 

The  texture  of  her  frame  fo  finely  wrought, 

That  one  might  almoft  fay  her  body  thought. 

Donne, 

THE  fubjeft  of  this  diforder  is  a  lady  who 
has  a  mind  endued  with  great  fenfibilities? 
and  a  body  equally  delicate  and  irritable. 
Vol.  II.  O  When- 
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Whenever  the  former  is  im  prefled  by  any 
diflrefsful  ideas,  the  latter  is  in  confequence 
of  them  fure  to  be  aflefted  by  palpitations, 
fpafms,  fevers,  and  other  nervous  complaints. 
Thefe  latter  as  conflantly  make  a  tranfition 
to  the  inteflinal  tube,  and  there  produce  a 
fhort  but  painful  diarrhaca,  by  which  as  by  a 
perfeft  crifis,  all  thefe  complaints  are  termi¬ 
nated. 

It  is  now  more  than  nine  years  flnee  the 
final  period  of  menflruation  ;  nor  was  it  long 
after  its  ceflation  before  fhe  was  feized  with 
occafional  fwellings  of  her  tongue.  It  was 
once  fo  exceedingly  thickened  as  to  deprefs 
the  lower  jaw  to  the  greatefl  extent,  forcing 
itfelf  between  and  beyond  the  molares  on 
each  fide,  the  incifores  full  an  inch  before  the 
lips,  and  backwards  fo  far  as  to  comprefs  the 
epiglottis,  by  which  the  refpiration  was 
nearly Jlopped.  The  attack  now  referred 
to,  which  was  the  word  of  all  fhe  ever  had, 
happened  in  the  night.  At  this  very  alarm¬ 
ing  height  of  the  diforder,  deprived  offpeech, 
and  incapable  of  taking  any  thing,  {he  was 
iriflantly  bled  in  the  arm,  as  the  only  means 

that 
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that  could  be  ufed.  From  this  awful  mo¬ 
ment  the  fwelling  began  to  abate,  and  the 
tongue  gradually  funk  down  to  its  natural  fize. 
The  returns  of  this  fwelling  are  uncertain 
as  to  time,  and  apparently  unconnected  with 
whatever  conflitutes  a  periodical  complaint. 
It  fometimes  comes  on  once  or  twice  in  a 
week,  at  others  not  oftener  in  two  or  three 
months.  It  has  the  fame  variations  as  to  its 
extent  and  magnitude.  But  the  manner  in 
which  it  begins,  the  time  of  its  increafe  and 
procedure  to  an  heighth,  as  alfo  that  of  its 
declenfion,  is  more  uniform  and  regular. 

It  is  always  preceded  and  attended  by  a 
torpid  head  ach,  (leepinefs,  a  kind  of  anxious 
indolence,  and  incapacity  of  exertion,  with 
a  pulfe  more  flow  and  weak  than  natural. 

y 

This  fwelling  always  begins  near  the  tip 
or  on  one  fide  of  the  tongue,  where  it  may 
be  taken  up  between  the  thumb  and  finger, 
and  felt  difiinftly  by  them,  as  if  it  was  a 
gravel  fione,  or  finall  barley  corn  included 
within  the  fubftance  of  the  tongue.  It  is 

O  2  however, 
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however,  perceived  by  the  patient,  much 
fooner  than  it  can  thus  be  didinguifhed  by 
others. 

This  little  folid  particle  may  be  felt,  and 

even  feen  to  encreafe  with  great  rapidity,  fo 

% 

as  to  equal  the  hardnefs,  and  even  exceed  the 
fize  of  a  nutmeg,  within  the  fpace  of  an  hour; 
and  fo  on  in  a  fimilar  proportion,  till  it  ar¬ 
rives  at  its  heighth,  which  has  been  from  four 
to  fix,  or  eight  hours,  according  to  the  degree 
of  magnitude  it  arrives  at.  It  is  generally 
twice  as  long  in  fubfiding  as  in  its  encreafe, 
and  confequently  from  its  commencement  to 
its  termination,  may  occupy  the  fpace  from 
twelve  to  twenty-four  hours.  Although  the 
tongue  has  in  general  been  the  feat  of  this 
tumefa&ion,  it  has  occafionally  affe&ed  the 
lips,  fwelling  as  hard  as  a  done,  and  to  an  im¬ 
moderate  fize.  It  has  more  than  once  occu¬ 
pied  the  tonfill  and  velum  pendulum  palati 
of  one  fide,  as  alfo  the  poderior  part  of  the 
fauces,  and  top  of  the  cefophagus,  fo  as  to 
hinder  deglutition  during  its  continuance. 
Thefe  were  accompanied  by  the  fame  inter¬ 
nal  fymptoms,  but  with  lefs  differing  than 
when  it  was  in  the  tongue. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  fwellings  fiill  continue  to  make 

$ 

their  appearance  chiefly  on  the  tongue,  but 
not  fo  frequently  or  to  fo  great  a  degree  as 
for  the  firft  three  or  four  years  of  their  com¬ 
mencement. 

As  to  the  immediate  caufes  of  this  difor- 
der,  they  appear  to  be  the  fame,  as  thofe 
which  produced  the  diarrhaea,  mentioned  in 
the  beginning  of  the  narrative ;  for  when  the 
tongue  fwells,  there  is  then  no  diarrhaea,  and 
vice  verfa. 

The  firft  phyfician  confulted  on  this  occa- 
fion  was  the  late  Dr.  Fothergill,  who  pre- 
fcribed  an  equal  atmofphere.  Frequent  bleed¬ 
ings,  a  fluid  and  vegetable  diet,  excluding 
animal  juices,  and  all  fermented  liquors.  But 
the  patient  being  brought  extremely  low  by 
this  treatment,  and  neither  the  fwelling,  nor 
the  diarrhaea,  becoming  lefs  frequent  during 
that  procefs,  it  was  relinquifhed. 

Doflor  Hinckley  was  fo  firmly  perfuaded 
that  a  mild  mercurial  courfe  would  produce 
a  falutary  change  in  the  conftitution,  that  it 

was 
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was  complied  with  by  the  patient;  but  this 
was  followed  by  a  diarrhaea,  which  was  put 
an  end  to  with  the  greatefl  difficulty,  and  no 
finall  hazard  of  life. 

The  late  Doftor  Hunter ;  the  learned  and 
excellent  Doctors  Heberden  and  Wathen,  all 
declared  themfelves  unacquainted  with  the 
nature  of  this  difeafe;  the  laff  of  thefe,  how¬ 
ever,  together  with  Doclors  Allen  and  Paul, 
thought  it  might  be  a  fpecies  of  the  arthritica 
vaga,  but  their  unanimous  advice  was  to 
leave  it  wholly  to  nature,  or  at  lead  to  ufe 
only  fuch  methods  as  might  give  flrength 
to  the  conftitution. 

About  five  years  ago  (lie  was  feized  with  a 
kind  of  univerfal  gout  or  rheumatifm,  at¬ 
tended  with  extreme  pain,  and  the  lofs  of 
motion  in  the  right  arm.  All  which  went  off 
in  the  fpace  of  three  or  four  months,  leaving 
her  exceedingly  low  and  weak,  lor  which  (he 
was  advifed  to  drink,  and  to  bathe  in,  the  hot 
fprings  of  Bath  in  Somerfetfhire ;  but  thefe 
were  fo  injurious  that  they  were  left  off  after 
a  few  trials.  On  her  return  to  town,  (he  had 

a  fevere 
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Ti  fevere  fit  of  the  gout  in  her  knee  ;  and  fome- 
time  after  another  in  her  ancle  and  great  toe; 
Thefe  paroxyfms  were  deemed  by  fome  who 
had  been  confulted,  a  confirmation  that  the 
diforder  in  the  tongue  was  of  the  fame  fpe- 
cies,  but  this  I  (hall  not  pretend  to  determine, 
the  return  of  that  complaint,  however,  either 
at  the  time  or  in  the  intervals  between  thole 
paroxyms,  were  neither  more  nor  lefs  frequent, 
better  or  worfe,  than  before  thefe  feizures. 

This  fwelling,  when  in  the  tongue,  except 
in  the  dreadful  attack  abovementioned,  al¬ 
ways  kept  ftricHy  to  that  fide  of  it  where  it 
firft  began,  being  exaftly  limited  by  its 
rhaphe.  It  was  the  fame  when  it  feized  the 
lips,  and  the  tonfills,  &c.  and  probably  fo  in 
the  fauces  and  cefophagus,  though  this  lall 
could  not  be  fo  exadlly  determined.  All  the 
phyficians  whofe  names  I  have  mentioned, 
not  only  gave  their  own  perfonal  attendance 
to  this  cafe,  but  were  fo  obliging  as  to 
inveftigate  the  writings  of  many  of  the  an- 
tient  as  well  as  modern  pathologifis,  without 
finding  a  (ingle  precedent  of  this  kind  of  dif¬ 
order. 


This 
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This  cafe  was  attended  to,  and  prefcribed 
for,  bv  two  juftly  eminent  and  excellent  phy- 
hcians.  But  as  their  prefcriptions  were  of  a 
potent  nature,  and  exhibited  without  any 
clear  or  direft  indication,  they  proved  very 

injurious,  and  nearly  coll  the  patient  her  life. 

% 

If  then,  men  of  this  high  chara£ler  were  cul¬ 
pable  in  preferibing  medicines  and  methods 
for  the  cure  of  a  diforder,  the  nature  of  which 
they  were  totally  unacquainted  with,  and  the 
event  of 'which  was  fo  pernicious  :  it  is  my 
ardent  wifh,  and  the  main  defign  in  this  nar¬ 
rative,  that  thofe  who  intend  to  enter,  as  well 
as  thofe  who  now  tread  the  path  of  medical 
Science,  may  avoid  preferibing  potent  medi¬ 
cines,  in  every  cafe  where  they  are  not  plainly 
indicated :  at  the  fame  time  they  endeavour 
to  imitate  thefe  excellent  men  and  phyficians 
in  the  general  tenor  of  their  practice  and 
conduft  in  their  profeflion. 
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ARTICLE  XIX. 

Obfervations  on  the  Palfy9  by  William  Fal¬ 
coner,  M.  D,  F.  R.  S,  and  C.  M.  S.  &c. 

Read  March  26,  1787. 

THE  Palfy  is  well  known  to  be  the  lofs 
of  motion  or  of  fenfation,  or  of  both, 
in  any  part  of  the  body.  It  generally  hap¬ 
pens  that  both  of  thefe  are  affefted  at  the 
fame  time,  and  I  believe  it  always  takes  place 
in  fome  degree ;  but  we  may  often  obferve^ 
that  the  proportion  which  the  lofs  of  motion 
bears  to  that  of  fenfation  is  very  different  in 
different  perfons.  fome  recovering  the  fen¬ 
fation  very  foon,  and  almoft  if  not  altoge¬ 
ther  in  a  perfect  manner,  whilft  the  power  of 
motion  continues  very  languid ;  others  again 
quickly  recover  ftrength,  although  the  faculty 
of  fenfation  remains  very  imperfeft.  In  ge¬ 
neral,  if  the  paralytic  limb  retains  its  natu¬ 
ral  warmth,  the  feeling  is  tolerably  acute,  and 
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if  by  any  means  the  natural  warmth  can  be 
rellored  to  a  cold  palficd  limb,  the  fenfe  of 
feeling  commonly  returns  in  a  good  mcafure 
with  the  warmth;  but  this  docs  not  hold  uni¬ 
versally,  nor  is  the  fenfation  thus  reftored, 
though  often  Sufficiently  acute,  always  of  an 
accurate  kind.  I  have  known  perfons,  whofe 
palhed  limbs  were  exquifitely  lenfible  to  the 
impreffions,  c.  g.  of  a  fly  creeping  on  the 
Ikin,  who  could  with  difficulty  diflinguifh  a 
piece  of  filk  from  woollen,  by  handling  it. 
The  general  account  Such  perfons  give  of  their 
feelings  is,  that  it  appears  to  them  as  if  a  piece 
of  thick  leather  was  interpofed  between  their 
ikin  and  every  objeft  they  touch.*  Fre¬ 
quently 

*  I  have  feen  two  in  dances  wherein  the  fenfations  were 
fo  tar  depraved  by  a  paralytic  aflcttion,  as  to  exhibit  to  the 
mind  oppofitc  fenfations  to  what  they  had  formerly  done ; 
cold  and  prcfTure  conjoined  in  the  fame  body,  exhibited 
the  fenfation  of  heat.  A  gentleman  the  day  alter  having 
had  a  paralytic  attack  of  no  very  violent  kind,  called  in  the 
morning  whilft  in  bed,  for  a  cup  of  water  to  drink.  Upon 
his  grafping  it  to  bring  it  to  bis  month,  he  exclaimed  that 
his  fervant  had  brought  him  water  nearly  boiling  hot.  l  ie 
was,  however,  prevailed  on  to  tafte  it,  and  it  then  gave  to 
his  tongue  the  ufual  fenfation  of  cold.  Cold  water  gave  a 
fenfation  of  cold  alfo  to  his  hands,  when  they  were  im- 
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qucntly  a  pricking  feeling  is  complained  of 
in  palfied  limbs,  refembling  that  which  ac¬ 
companies  the  temporary  pally  that  is  brought 
on  by  preflure  on  any  nerve,  by  fetting  or 
lying  long  in  any  particular  pofture;  and  I 
think  I  have  generally  obferved  fuch  cafes 
admitted  of  relief.  The  mufcles  of  a  para- 
lyt  ic  limb  are  often  diminifhed,  and  of  a  loofe 
liabbv  confidence,  obvious  to  the  touch  on 
handling  them ;  and  I  believe  this  takes  place 
very  generally  in  paralytic  affe&ions  of  long 
Handing.  The  degree  of  diminution,  is  how¬ 
ever,  in  no  proportion  to  the  duration  or  the 
violence  of  the  diforder.  I  have  feen  an  in- 
dance  when  the  limb  was  no  wife  affedied 

in 

merfed  in  it,  but  a  cold  body  profiled  hard  againft  his  hands 
felt  hot.  When  he  rofe  from  his  bed,  and  placed  his  feet 
on  the  floor,  he  could  fcarcely  believe  the  floor  was  not 
ready  to  burfl  into  flames,  till  he  recollected  the  fenfation 
relating  to  the  water  he  had  juft  before  experienced.  The 
prcllure,  however,  of  a  warm  body,  gave  no  peculiar  or 
uncommon  fenfation.  His  Ihoes  felt  hot  on  firft  putting 
them  on,  but  when  reduced  to  the  temperature  of  his  feet 
felt  as  tifual.  This  extraordinary  depravation  of  fenfation 
was  not  accompanied  with  the  flighte ft  injury  to  the  under- 
Handing,  or  any  alteration  of  the  feeling  in  any  other  re- 
fpeCl. 
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in  this  refpeft,  although  the  paralytic  affec¬ 
tion  was  very  complete,  and  of  long  hand¬ 
ing.  Palfies  are  generally  defined  to  be  dis¬ 
orders  attended  with  diminution  of  the  power 
of  motion,  or  fenfation,  or  both  ;  but  a  cafe 
once  occurred  to  me  wherein  thefe  faculties, 
if  at  all,  were  fo  (lightly  affe&ed,  as  not  to 
be  difcoverable.  Notwithflanding  which,  I 
think  the  cafe  might  juftly  be  denominated 
a  paralytic  one.  A  young  lady  of  about 
three  years  and  a  half  old,  of  a  remarkable 
rofy  complexion,  was  obferved  to  turn  pale 
fuddenly  on  one  cheek,  whilff  the  other  re¬ 
tained  its  colour.  As  her  ftrength  and  fpirits 
fcemed  not  to  be  affefted,  this  was  little  re¬ 
garded  at  the  in(lant,but  undreffing  the  child 
in  the  evening,  the  whole  of  the  body  on  the 
fame  fide  with  the  cheek  affefled,  was  found 
to  be  turned  of  a  pallid  colour.  In  a  few 
weeks  the  leg  and  thigh  of  the  fame  fide  be¬ 
gan  to  wade,  but  the  (Irength  did  not  appear 

0 

to  be  diminifhed,  and  no  reafon  offered  itfelf 
to  induce  an  opinion  that  the  feeling  was  al¬ 
tered.  The  ufe  of  the  waters  externally  foon 
reflorcd  the  limb  to  its  natural  fize  and  colour. 

The 
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The  flexor  mufcles  in  palfies  have  been  often 
laid  not  to  be  weakened  fo  much  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  the  extenfors,  and  this  is  faid  to  be 
inftanced  in  the  hands  and  fingers,  which 
when  in  a  paralytic  ftate  generally  appear  to 
be  fomewhat  in  a  ftate  of  contraction.  But 
I  have  obferved  that  in  fuch  cafes,  it  was 
equally  difficult  to  make  a  farther  contrac¬ 
tion,  and  to  bring  the  fingers  into  clofe  con- 
taft  with  the  palm  of  the  hand,  as  it  was  to 
extend  them  altogether.  I  therefore  appre¬ 
hend  this  ftate  of  the  mufcles,  to  be  only  that 
in  which  they  naturally  are,  when  not  afted 
upon  by  any  effort  of  the  will,  and  not  in 
any  pofitive  ftate  of  contra&ion.  It  fre¬ 
quently  happens  that  the  arm  is  not  greatly 
weakened  in  point  of  ftrength,  and  is  of  abi¬ 
lity  to  fuftain  or  lift  a  confiderable  weight, 
when  it  is  utterly  incapable  of  performing 
any  of  thole  operations  that  require  any 
nicety  or  dexterity ;  writing  for  inftance. 

The  underftanding  is  fometimes,  but  not 
always  affefted  in  palfies.  Lofs  of  memory  ^ 
and  childifh  imbecilities,  feem  to  be  the 

points 
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points  to  which  mental  injuries  of  this  kind 
moftly  tend;  but  I  have  feen  inflances  wherein 
the  mental  faculties  were  violently  depraved 
by  it.  This  was  the  cafe  at  times,  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  intervals  a  childifh  imbecillity  took 
place. 

In  cafes  where  the  underftanding  is  not 
obvioufly  altered,  it  is  very  common  for  a 
great  change  to  take  place  in  the  temper. 
Great  impatience  and  anxiety  about  the 
event  are  very  common,  and  the  fufferers 
ufually  flatter  themfelves  at  times  with  hopes 
of  a  complete  recovery,  and  are  angry  with 
thofe  who  attend  them  for  not  acquiefcing 
in  the  fame  opinion.  Whilft  thefe  fentiments 
prevail,  remedies  are  eagerly  fought  after  and 
tried,  but  if,  as  can  fcarcely  be  expefted,  no 
great  benefit  appears  in  a  fhort  (pace  of  time, 
ail  confidence  and  hope  is  loft,  and  a  train 
of  defpairing  melancholy  thoughts  is  apt  to 
fucceed ;  and  remedies  which  might  by  long 
ufe  have  proved  beneficial,  are  renounced 
before  any  reafonable  trial  could  be  had. 


If 
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IF  an  accurate  enquiry  is  not  made,  we 
may  often  think  the  mental  faculties  of  para¬ 
lytic  perfons  to  be  uninjured,  when  in  reality 
they  have  fuffered  a  very  fevere  (hock.  It  is 
not  uncommon  to  fee  people  in  this  condi¬ 
tion  difcourfing  in  a  manner  perfeftly  ra¬ 
tional,  and  with  the  memory  feemingly  un¬ 
impaired,  but  fuch  perfons  are  at  the  lame 
time  unable  to  read  a  few  lines  in  any  printed 
book,  and  dill  more  frequently  to  write  a 
fentence  in  a  letter,  or  even  their  own  name. 
It  is  proper  to  remark  that  paralytic  per¬ 
fons  frequently  retain  their  own  ideas  toler¬ 
ably  clear,  when  they  are  unable  to  recollect 
the  words  which  are  proper  to  exprefs  them. 
Hence  they  are  apt  to  miftake  the  names  of 
objects,  and  to  fubllitute  wrong  words  while 
their  own  ideas  are  perfectly  confident.  It, 
however,  often  happens  that  in  the  fevered 
paralytic  attacks,  the  faculties  of  the  mind 
remain  uninjured  till  the  departure  of  life. 

The  greater  part  by  far  of  the  paralytic 
complaints  that  I  have  feen,  have  been  hemi¬ 
plegias,  or  palfies  of  half  the  body  in  a  lon¬ 
gitudinal  direftion,  and  I  am  apt  to  fufpeci  that 

they 
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they  are  all  fo  at  their  firfl  attack.  It  is  come 
mon  enough  to  fee  paralytic  patients  after 
fome  time  recovered  of  the  affettion  in  feveral 
parts  of  the  body,  and  having  no  fenfible 
mark  of  it  remaining,  except  lamenefs  of  the 
leg  or  arm,  or  hefitation  of  the  fpeech,  but 
if  we  examine  thefe  cafes  clofely,  we  fhall 
almofl  always  find,  that  at  the  firfl  attack 
the  diforder  took  the  form  of  an  hemiplegia, 
and  that  at  that  time  the  marks  of  it  were 
fufficiently  diflinguifhable. 

The  tranfverfe  hemiplegia,  or  palfy  of  half 
the  body  in  a  horizontal  direftion,  I  never 
faw,  nor  do  I  believe  that  an  affection  of  this 
kind,  that  may  properly  called  a  palfy  cxifls, 
at  leafl  in  this  country.  It  is  common  enough 
to  fee  the  lower  extremities  reduced  to  a  flate 
of  great  weaknefs  and  inleufi bility  by  rheu- 
matifm,  and  other  complaints,  but  though 
this  when  in  its  worfl  flage,  puts  on  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  palfy,  it  is  in  reality  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  diforder  from  a  true  idiopathic  palfy. 
All  thofe  of  the  rheumatic  kind  recited  by 
Mr.  Sauvages,  feem  to  me  to  be  fymptomatic. 
The  hemiplegia  tranfverfa,  or  palfy  of  one 

arm, 
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arm,  and  the  leg  on  the  other  fide,  I  never 

faw;  and  though  mentioned  as  common  by 

fome  writers,  I  have  much  doubt  concerning 

it.  The  nicety  with  which  the  exa£l  half  of 

* 

the  body  is  affefled  in  hemiplegias  is  worthy 
of  remark :  the  face,  nofe,  tongue,  and 
lips,  are  divided  with  the  minutefl  accu¬ 
racy  and  this  I  believe  never  varies.  In  pa¬ 
ralytic  attacks  that  are  not  fo  violent  as  im¬ 
mediately  to  threaten  life,  we  almofl  con- 
handy  find  a  degree  of  recovery  after  the 
ftroke,  which  generally  lafts  for  three  or  four 
days,  and  feems  a  kind  of  re-a£lion  of  the 
fyftem,  or  a  fort  of  natural  effort  to  refill  or 
throw  off  the  complaint.  This  fort  of  reco¬ 
very  is  generally  afcribed  to  the  remedies 
ufed,  which  may  no  doubt  often  help  to  pro¬ 
mote  it,  but  I  have  feen  it  take  place  nearly 
in  the  fame  manner  where  no  remedies,  or  at 
leaft  none  to  which  any  good  effebls  could 
be  afcribed,  had  been  ufed.  After  this  tem¬ 
porary  effort,  the  condition  of  the  patient  is 
generally  flationary,  until  a  frefn  attack. 
Every  paralytic  attack  I  ever  faw,  and  I  think 
it  to  be  effential  to  the  diforder,  was  fudden, 
and  I  believe  inflantaneous.  When  thought 
Vol.  II.  P  to 
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to  be  gradual,  it  confifls,  I  apprehend,  of  a 
feries  of  flight  attacks. 

Palfies  were  formerly  thought  to  be  com¬ 
plaints  peculiar  in  a  good  meafure  to  old 
age ;  but  the  following  account  will  (hew, 
that  all  ages  are  fubjeft  to  them,  and  that 
the  period  of  life  between  the  ages  of  thirty 
and  forty  years,  which  we  fhould  leaft  of  all 
have  expended,  is  full  as  liable  to  it  as  any 
other. 

*  Out  of  too  paralytic  cafes,  extracted  from 
the  regiller  of  the  Bath  hofpital,  in  the  order 
of  their  admilhon,  thirteen  were  under  20, 
and  feveral  under  10  years  of  age,  twelve 
between  20  and  30,  thirty-fix  between  30 
and  40,  twenty-one  between  40  and  50,  and 
eighteen  between  50  and  70.  The  above 
were  all  fpontaneous  palfies,  and  almofi  all 
of  them  evident  hemiplegias.  Particular 
conftitutions  and  habits  of  body  have  been 
faid  to  pre-difpofe  to  palfies.  Plethoric  per- 
fons  with  a  fhort  neck  and  florid  complexion, 
great  appetite,  and  indolent  habit,  are  un¬ 
doubtedly  pre-difpofed  by  thefe  circumllance* 

to 


211 


Midical  Society  of  London . 

to  that  kind  of  palfy  that  fucceeds  apoplexy, 
and  which  probably  arifes  in  fome  manner 
not  thoroughly  explained  from  repletion  • 
but  with  relpeft  to  other  habits,  I  know  of 
none  that  are  exempt  on  the  one  hand,  and 
on  the  other  I  know  of  none  more  fubjeft 
to  palfy  than  another.  Palfy  in  plethoric 
habits  is  generally  preceded  by  fymptoms 
of  coma  and  apoplexy,  but  in  fpare  habits  it 
often  comes  on  without  any  previous  fymp¬ 
toms  of  that  kind.  I  have  found  from  re¬ 
peated  obfervations,  that  nothing  is  more 
uncertain  than  the  figns  which  are  fuppofed 
to  foretel  paralytic  attacks.  Vertigo,  tem¬ 
porary  numbnefs  of  different  parts  of  the 
body,  confufion  of  ideas,  convulfive  Partings, 
and  involuntary  mufcular  contraftions,  toge¬ 
ther  with  great  agitation  and  dejeflion  of 
fpirits  feem  to  partake  of  the  nature  of  palfy 
very  ftrongly.  Yet  I  have  feen  many  per- 
fons  who  laboured  under  thefe  complaints, 
and  who  I  could  not  help  fearing,  would  fuffer 
an  attack  of  the  paralytic  kind,  but  who 
never  were  fo  attacked.  One  gentleman  in 
particular,  who  was  fubjeft  to  fymptoms  of 
this  kind,  in  as  great  a  degree  as  any  I  have 

P  2  known. 
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known,  and  who  in  confequence  thereof  was 
predicted  above  20  years  ago,  to  die  foon  of 
a  paralytic  ftroke,  is  now  alive  in  good  health, 
and  in  full  poffeflion  of  all  his  faculties  at  the 
age  of  above  80  years.  From  the  prefence  ot 
fuch  fymptoms  I  have  apprehended  luch  an 
attack  in  fourteen  perfons,  of  whom  one 
only,  who  unfortunately  for  me,  was  an  in¬ 
timate  friend,  died  in  the  manner  expe&ed. 
Paralytic  patients  are  frequently  obferved  to 
be  coflive ;  and  fometimes  I  have  feen  this 
to  a  great  degree,  and  obvioufly  a  part  of  the 
diforder ;  but  though  commonly  occurring, 
coftivenefs  can  fcarccly  be  called  a  general 
fymptom;  and  when  moderate,  feems  to  be 
more  owing  to  the  fe  dent  ary  life  fuch  perfons 
lead,  than  to  the  diforder.  The  appetite  of 
paralytic  perfons  is  generally  pretty  great, 
and  often  more  confiderable  than  it  was  ac- 
cuftomed  to  be  when  in  health.  I  wets  for 
fome  time  of  opinion  that  this  was  owing  to 
a  weaknefs  of  the  fenfitive  faculties  of  the 
Jiomach,  by  which  it  is  enabled  to  judge 
when  it  is  fatisfied  ;  but  I  am  now  inclined  to 
think  this  opinion  erroneous,  as  I  have  gene- 
#  rally  found  that  no  complaint  has  been  made 

of 


213 


Medical  Society  of  London . 

of  the  quantity  fo  taken  in,  feeling  heavy  or 
oppreflive,  or  ol  being  not  eafily  digefled. 
On  the  contrary,  this  procefs  appears  to 
go  on  regularly  and  well.  Nay,  I  have* 
feveral  times  obferved  the  digeftion  con- 
fiderably  more  regular,  and  the  Aomach  lefs 
flatulent,  and  apparently  lefs  difordered,  after 
a  paralytic  flroke  had  taken  place,  than  be¬ 
fore.  This  circumftance  lee  ms  to  contradifl 
an  opinion  which  has  been  entertained  by 
many  perfons,  that  the  caule  of  palfies  gene¬ 
rally  originates  in  the  primaa  viaet, 

ft 

Paralytic  people  are  fometimes  much  in¬ 
clined  to  fleepinefs,but.  this,  though  common, 
is  not  general.  I  have  often  feen  them  much 
diflrelfed  for  want  of  repofe,  and  obliged  to 
have  recourfe  to  opiates  for  that  purpofe. 

P  3  Convulfive 

*  Since  the  above  was  written,  a  cafe  has  been  fent  to 
the  Bath  hofpital,  of  a  perfon  who  had  for  a  confiderable 
time  been  fubjeff  to  vertigo,  confufion  of  ideas,  fpafmodic 
contraflions  of  the  limbs,  lownefs  of  fpirits,  and  many  other 
nprvous  fymptoms,  all  of  which  difappeared  on  the  patients 
having  a  paralytic  feizure,  which  affected  one  fide  of  the 
body,  but  did  not  take  away  its  ufe. 

+  I  have  generally  found  that  the  appetite  when  it  had 
been  large,  and  begins  to  fail,  indicates  the  termination  of  life 
to  be  at  hand. 
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Convulfive  twitchings  of  the  mufeles  (ge? 
nerally  of  fome  particular,  and  often  fmall 
mufcle)  are  very  common  with  paralytic  pa¬ 
tients.  Thefe  convulfive  efforts  are  often 
attended  with  great  pain  of  the  parts  affefted. 
They  frequently  occur  during  a  courfe  of 
the  Bath  waters,  and  are  regarded  when  not 
very  violent,  rather  as  a  favourable  fymptom. 
Pains  in  paralytic  limbs  fometimcs  happen, 
independent  of  convulfion,  and  fometimes 
thefc  are  very  fevere,  and  refembling  thofe 
of  the  rheumatic  kind.  They,  however,  are 
found  in  people  wdio  before  the  paralytic 
feizure,were  never  liable  to  pains  of  the  limbs 
of  any  kind. 

Paralytic  limbs  are  fubjefi  to  fwTell  immedi¬ 
ately  on  the  attack.  This  (willing  appears 
uniform  throughout  the  part,  and  is  moftly 
of  a  foft  and  flabby  kind,  and  feldom,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  at  firft  at  leaf!,  anafarcous.  It  fome¬ 
timcs  goes  off  quite  in  a  few  days.  If  it  con¬ 
tinues  long,  the  lower  extremities  are  apt  to 
become  cedcmatous.  I  have  obferved  large 
fat  people  more  inclined  to  fwellingsof  their 
limbs  after  paralytic  attacks,  than  fuch  as  arc 
of  a  thin  fparc  habit.  Paralytic  limbs  arc 
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fometimes  fubjeft  to  perfpire  largely,  and  are 
often  in  fuch  cafes  conftantly  in  a  modi  ftate. 
rrhis  is  generally,  and  I  believe  with  reafon, 
efleemed  a  bad  fign,  efpecially  as  external 
applications  of  the  warm  kind  have  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  increafe  this  difcharge.  Sometimes 
the  paralytic  limb  feems  to  have  its  perfpira- 
tion  obftrutled,  and  the  (kin  in  a  parched  dry 
ftate.  This  fymptom  generally  yields  to  ex¬ 
ternal  applications.  Young  people  aftlifted 
with  this  complaint  are  more  apt  to  have  the 
perfpiration  in  paralytic  limbs  increafed  than 
thofe  in  a  more  advanced  age. 

It  fhould  feem  probable,  though  it  is  by 
no  means  to  be  accounted  as  proved,  that 
men  are  more  fubjeft  to  the  idiopathic  palfy 
than  women.  Out  of  6 4  patients  in  the  Bath 
hofpital,  for  palfies  without  any  aftignable 
caufe,  that  were  admitted  in  the  year  1776, 
45  were  men,  and  1  g  women.  The  provifion 
of  beds  for  women  patients  in  the  Bath  hof¬ 
pital  is  little  more  than  half  of  thofe  provided 
for  men,  yet  the  womens  apartments  are  fel- 
dorn  full,  and  often  not  much  more  than 
half,  and  thofe  of  the  men  mod  commonly 
full,  and  often  with  30  or  40  patients  wait- 
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ing  for  admiffion:  It  is  obferved,  I  think  by 
Boerhaave,  that  thofe  paralytic  attacks  are 
the  mod  dangerous  in  which  the  mufcles 
about  the  mouth  or  face  are  affe&ed,  but  this 
I  rather  think  was  inferred  from  an  idea,  that 
the  diforder  would  be  more  hazardous,  as 
the  parts  nearefl  the  brain,  or  feat  of  life, 
were  affe&ed,  than  from  anv  experimental 
obfervation.  The  mufcles  of  the  face,  neck, 
or  throat,  are  affe&ed  more  or  lefs,  in  almoft 
every  hemiplegia  at  its  firlt  attack  ;  though 
this  affe&ion  frequently  goes  off  entirely  in  a 
fhort  time.  But  I  have  not  found  fuch  cafes, 
even  where  the  affeftion  of  the  face  was  more 
permanent,  to  be  attended  with  more  imme- 
diate  danger  to  life,  or  to  refiff  the  power  of 
remedies  more  obftinatelv,  than  other  cafes 
wherein  thofe  parts  were  not  affefted. 

Paralytic  diforders  are  thought  to  be  more 
common  in  cold  weather ;  but  this  I  appre¬ 
hend  is  true  only  of  old  people.  Young  and 
middle  aged  perfons  appear  to  be  equally 
liable  to  it  at  all  feafons  of  the  year.  Plethoric 
perfons,  and  fuch  as  feed  high,  are  generally 
moll  liable  to  rhefe  attacks  a  few  hours  after 
dinner,  feemingly  about  the  time  of  the  ab- 
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forption  of  the  food  and  its  paffing  into  the 
circulation,  but  perfons  of  a  fpare  habit  are 
oftener  attacked  after  long  faffing,  as  in  the 
morning  efpecially,  if  they  eat  nothing  at 
fupper.  I  do  not  find  any  particular  pofture, 
or  pofition  of  the  body,  in  general,  difpofes 
to  attacks  of  this  kind,  more  than  another. 
I  have  feen  people  who  have  been  attacked 
ffanding  up,  fitting,  lying  in  bed,  walking, 
and  riding  ;  nor  do  I  believe  the  attack  was 
influenced  by  any  of  thefe  circumftances,  I 
fhould,  however,  obferve,  that  I  have  often 
feen  people  of  a  nervous  conflitution  who 
were  feized  with  vertigo,  on  viewing  objefls 
in  an  oblique  pofition  with  their  eye. 

On  the  cure  of  the  palfy .  The  parts  of  the 
body  that  have  been  affefted  with  palfy,  if 
they  recover  at  all,  do  it  very  irregularly. 
The  parts  that  lie  neareft  the  brain  do  not 
recover  the  foonefl.  The  voice,  when  that 
is  affeffed  in  an  hemiplegia,  generally  re¬ 
covers  firft,  next  the  leg,  then  the  arm,  and 
lafl  of  all  frequently  the  mufcles  of  the  face. 
Remedies  for  the  palfy  may  be  confidered  as 
external  and  internal.  This  divifion,  though 

improper 
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improper  for  a  regular  treatife,  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  in  a  cohesion  of  obfervations  only. 
With  regard  to  the  ufe  of  external  applica¬ 
tions,  we  fhould  confider  that  there  are  in 
mod  palfies  two  diflinft  fymptoms  ;  one  the 
lofs  of  heat  and  feeling,  which  I  believe  al¬ 
ways  accompany  one  another;  and  the  other 
the  diminution,  or  lofs  of  ftrength.  Thefe, 
though  generally  combined,  are  not,  how¬ 
ever,  entirely  dependent  on  the  fame  caufe,  as 
they  may  be  loft  and  recovered,  independent, 
in  a  good  meafure,  of  one  another.  It  appears 
alfo  that  fome  kinds  of  external  remedies 
of  the  flimulant  kind  are  more  particularly 
adapted  to  reftore  the  warmth  and  feeling  of 
the  part  than  others.  External  heat  is  of 
this  kind,  the  moft  convenient  application  of 
which,  is  by  means  of  a  hot  bath,  or  flream 
of  water  let  fall  on  the  part.  This  I  appre¬ 
hend  fliould  always  be  tried  previous  to  the 
application  of  the  more  acrid  (limulants,  as 
blillers,  &c.  If  flimulants  of  the  latter  kind 
be  appl*ed  before  the  feeling  be  reftored  in 
fome  meafure,  it  lias  been  obferved  they  were 
of  little  fervice,  being  often  very  languid  in 
their  operation,  and  apt  to  caufe  very  trou- 

blefome 
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blefome  and  ill-conditioned  fores.  If  ufed 
on  the  contrary,  after  the  bath  has  been 
fometime  tried,  blifters  have  often  an  excel¬ 
lent  effeft  in  exciting  the  languid  motion  of  the 
part,  and  feldom  caufe  any  trouble  in  healing. 

In  order  to  be  able  to  ufe  the  waters  ex¬ 
ternally,  at  the  fame  time  with  the  application 
of  other  flimulants,  I  have  often  tried  embro¬ 
cations  of  equal  parts  of  tinfture  of  cantha- 
rides  with  the  volatile  aromatic  fpirit,  or 
fpirit  of  fal  ammoniac  ;  but  I  find  the  fimple 
tiifoture  of  cantharides  full  as  convenient  as 
either  of  the  others.  If  the  embrocation  be 
made  with  the  fpirit  offal  ammon.with  quick 
lime,  it  proves  cauftic  in  a  good  degree  im¬ 
mediately  on  its  application.  If  made  with 
the  fimple  fpirit,  or  with  the  fp.  vol.  aromatic, 
it  feldom,  except  in  very  tender  (kins,  fliews 
any  effe£i  at  all. 

The  tincture  of  cantharides  ufed  alone, 
produces  a  flight  ftimulus,  and  a  little  rednefs 
of  the  fkin,  without  raifing  a  blifter  or  mak¬ 
ing  a  fore.  As  an  a£tive  remedy,  however, 
I  think  the  appl  ication  of  a  blifter  preferable. 

Flour 
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Flour  of  muflard  feed  rubbed  on  the  fkin,  I 
have  often  feen  advifed,  but  never  faw  any 
effeft  at  all  from  it.  Rubbing  with  a  flefh 
brufh  is  generally  recommended  in  palfies, 
but  I  think  with  lefs  advantage  than  might  be 
expe&ed,  though  I  do  not  deny  it  to  be  ra¬ 
ther  of  fervice,  but  I  am  confident  I  have  feen 
better  effefls  from  long  continued  gentle 
rubbing  with  the  hand. 

It  is  a  frequent  practice  to  lap  up  paralytic 
limbs  in  many  folds  of  flannel,  and  to  keep 
the  perfon  fo  affefted,  very  warm  in  every 
refpeft.  But  this  is,  I  am  fatisfied,  a  very 
noxious  pra&ice,  as  it  generally  induces  a 
tendency  to  fweat  on  the  paralytic  part,  which 
always  weakens  it,  and  is  with  difficulty,  even 
by  an  oppofitc  method,  retrained.  Paralytic 
limbs  (hould  no  doubt  be  kept  fo  warm  as  to 
feel  fcafy  and  pleafant  in  refpetl  of  tempera¬ 
ture,  but  a  conffant  application  of  heat  not 
only  produces  the  inconvenience  mentioned 
above,  but  deftroys  the  effeft  of  temporary 
warm  applications,  whofe  efficacy  depends 
in  a  good  meafurc  on  the  fhock  they  produce 
by  the  difference  of  their  temperature,  to  that 
to  which  the  part  is  ufually  accuflomed. 

Even 
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Even  external  ftimuli  that  depend  on 
temperature,  are  found  to  fucceed  better 
when  the  heat  is  moderate,  than  when  it  is 
railed  as  high  as  the  feeling  can  well  fupport. 
Some  years  ago,  when  the  hot  bath,  which  is 
allotted  to  the  hofpital  patients  was  repair¬ 
ing,  the  Tick  perlons  belonging  to  that  cha¬ 
rity  bathed  for  two  years  or  more  at  the  crofs 
bath,  which  is  only  94  degrees,  whereas  the 
other  is  ufually,  I  fuppofe,  at  lead  105.  It 
was  agreed  by  the  medical  faculty  that  the 
paralytic  patients  during  that  time  recovered 
falter  and  more  completely  than  when  they 
bathed  in  the  hotter  water.  Some  of  the 
ancient  writers  feem  to  have  been  of  the  fame 
opinion  when  they  advife  the  moderate 
warmth  of  the  (kin  of  an  animal  newly  killed, 
as  an  application  to  a  paralytic  limb.  In¬ 
ternal  remedies  forpalliesare  very  numerous, 
which  is  a  great  prefumption,  were  there  no 
other,  that  they  are  moltly  ineffectual.  I  have 
often  tried  fome  of  the  molt  ftimulating  fub- 
ftances  that  can  be  given  with  fafety,  as  the 
filiquofe  plants,  as  multard,  horferadilh,  in 
ftrong  tinfture  and  infufion,  the  aromatic  and 
heating  fpices,  as  cloves,  and  the  guinea  pep¬ 
per 
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per ;  from  the  lad  of  which  only,  I  have  ob- 
ferved  lome  advantage  to  be  gained.  Emetics 
are  frequently  adminiftered  in  palfies,  indeed 
fo  often  as  to  make  a  part  of  the  common 
routine  of  practice.  When  tried  foon  after 
the  feizure  as  an  e vacua nt,  they  are  often  of 

0 

great  fervicc,  and  indeed  when  the  conditu- 
tion  is  drong  they  are  often  ufeful,  by  the 
{hock  and  agitation  they  produce  indepen¬ 
dent  of  the  evacuation  they  occafion.  But 
in  weak  irritable  habits  they  are,  I  am  con¬ 
vinced,  often  very  injurious;  draining  and 
fatiguing  the  patient,  and  increafing  the  de¬ 
bility,  and  thereby  aggravating  all  the  bad 
fymptoms. 

Purgative  medicines,  efpecially  fuch  as  are 
called  of  the  warm  kind,  are  frequently  ex¬ 
hibited  in  palfies,  and  where  evacuation  is 
required,  frequently  with  fome  good  effect, 
but  if  often  repeated  tend  only  to  weaken 
the  body  and  hurt  the  appetite  and  digedion, 
and  of  courfe  encreafe  the  diforder.  When 
it  has  been  necedary  to  give  purgative  medi¬ 
cines,  I  have  generally  found  it  ferviceable, 
if  the  evacuation  has  been  at  all  confiderable, 

to 
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to  give  a  warm  opiate  at  night  after  it,  which 
furprizingly  abates  the  tremor,  lownefs,  and 
other  nervous  fymptoms,  fo  apt  to  accrue  in 
fuch  circumftances.  Moft  of  the  medical 
writers,  and  praftitioners,  objeft  to  the  ufe 
of  opium  in  palfy,  on  account  of  the  effefts 
it  produces  being  fo  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the 
difeafe  we  wifh  to  cure.  But  I  am  convinced 
from  repeated  experience,  that  however  ap¬ 
pearances  may  be  againff  the  ufe  of  opium, 
that  in  this  inftance  appearances  are  falla¬ 
cious,  and  that  opium  when  indicated  by 
pain,  fpafm,  uneafinefs,  or  other  troublelome 
fymptoms,  may  occafionally  be  employed 
with  as  much  fafety  in  palfy  as  any  other 
complaint.  The  Turks  who  injure  their 
healths  fo  much  by  opium,  do  not  more  fre¬ 
quently  die  of  palfies  than  other  people. 

Several  mineral  poifons  are  faid  to  have 
the  power  of  producing  palfy,  but  I  never 
faw  a  true  palfy,  or  hemiplegia,  that  was  ow¬ 
ing  to  fuch  caufes.  There  feems  to  be  a  fpe- 
cific  difference  in  the  kind  of  palfy  produced 
by  each  of  the  mineral  poifons.  Thus  lead 
affefts  the  ftrength  of  the  mufcles  that  fup- 

port 
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port  the  wrifls,  and  caufcs  the  mufcles  that 
form  the  ball  of  the  thumb,  and  frequently 

the  deltoid  mufcles  of  the  fhoulders  to  wafte 

# 

and  diminifh,  but  feldom  produces  any  tre¬ 
mors,  dimnefs  of  fight,  or  affe&ion  of  one 
fide  more  than  the  other. 

Copper  I  have  feen  caufe  ftiffnefs  and  ri¬ 
gidity,  together  with  a  paralytic  inability  to 
open  or  contraft  the  mufcles  of  the  fingers, 
but  not  that  flabby  texture  of  the  mufcles  that 
lead  produces. 

Antimony  I  have  feen  produce  fuch  a 
weaknefs  of  the  ftomach  as  to  caufe  every 
thing  to  be  reje&ed  from  it;  and  I  have  alfo 
feen  it  produce  a  palfy  in  the  hinder  legs  of 
a  dog,  and  I  am  informed  this  happens  fre- 
frequently  among  hounds  where  crocus  me* 
tallorum  is  often  given  for  the  mange. 

Arfenic  I  have  repeatedly  known  to  pro¬ 
duce  palfy.  In  one  inflance  it  feemed  to 
affeft  the  hands,  fomewhat  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  lead  is  known  to  do,  but  in  two  other 
inflances  no  fuch  effeft  was  obferved,  but  the 

paralytic 
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paralytic  affefiion  was  general  It  began, 
indeed,  with  a  numbnefs  at  the  extremities 
of  the  fingers,  but  no  particular  affeftion  of 
the  wrifts,  no  wafting  of  the  mufcles,  as  is 
the  cafe  with  lead,  was  obfervable. 

Mercury  alfo  is  well  known  to  be  apt  to 
produce  palfy,  efpecially  when  inhaled  in 
fume  or  vapour,  as  among  gilders*  Vertigo, 
tremors  of  the  limbs,  hands  efpecially,  oph¬ 
thalmia,  and  general  weaknefs  of  the  limbs 
are  the  confequences,  but*  no  fpecific  affec¬ 
tion  of  any  particular  part.  Mercury  alfo  is 
well  known  in  many  inftances  to  have  the 
effeft  of  difordering  the  underftanding  to  a 
great  degree. 

Bifmuth,  which  is  ufed  as  the  bafis  of  a 
fucus  or  paint  for  the  face,  much  in  ufe 
among  women,  has  been  thought  to  poffefs 
qualities  fimilar  to  the  other  metallic  poifons 
above-mentioned.  Its  principal  effeft  feems 
to  be  (hewn  on  the  eyes,  which  it  weakens 
very  much. 

Vol.  II.  O  Zinc 

*  I  have  feen  two  cafes  of  perfons  becoming  totally 
blind  by  the  too  free  ufe  of  mercury. 
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Zinc,  I  am  inclined  to  fufpeft,  has  fome 
fimilar  qualities.  Do  not  its  virtues  in  epi¬ 
leptic  cafes,  if  it  has  any,  depend  on  its  feda- 
tive  properties?  Eleftricity  has  often  been 
recommended  as  a  remedy  in  palfy,  and  much 
cried  up  by  fome  that  pretend  to  fecrets  in 
the  mode  of  adminiftering  this  remedy.  But 
the  medical  faculty  have,  I  believe,  nearly 
loft  all  faith  in  it,  from  experience  of  its  ge¬ 
neral  inefficacy  to  be  of  fervice,  and  in  fome 
inftances,  of  its  mifchievous  effects.  I  am 
more  certain  that  a  ftrong  eleftric  ffiock 
poffeffes  the  power  of  caufing  a  palfy,  than  I 
am  of  its  having  any  power  to  cure  it.  We 
have  lately  had  two  inftances  in  the  Bath 
hofpital,of  pei Tons  who  had  paralytic  attacks, 
after  being  ftruck  down  with  lightning. 

I  have  mvfelf  feen  electricity  tried  in  many 
paralytic  cafes,  but  never  faw  it  produce  any 
good  effects.  In  fome  that  were  attended 
with  great  pain  in  the  palfied  parts,  it  had 
the  efleft  of  encreafing  this  fymptom,  but 
this  inftead  of  conducing  to  the  cure  was 
evidently  injurious,  as  the  limb  was  always 
much  weaker,  as  well  as  more  painful,  after 
the  adminiflration  of  the  propofcd  remedy. 

ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE  XX. 

Cafe  of  an  Ileus,  with  0 Ifervations  on  an  Hy 
draulic  Machine ,  by  James  Bureau,  Sur- 

i 

geon^  and  F.  M.  S. 

Read  Oflober  24,  1775. 

ON  the  3d  of  May  1775,  a  lady  went  on 
a  jaunt  into  the  country,  and  at  night 
was  feized  with  a  violent  pain  in  her  bowels, 
which  continued  fome  time  without  remidion, 
and  attended  with  a  bilious  vomiting,  which 
frequently  returned.  As  Hie  was  codive,  a 
cathartic  enema  was  exhibited  to  procure 
ftools,  and  eafe  the  pain  in  the  bowels.  She 
was  blooded,  and  various  medicines  of  the 
purgative  kind  were  given  for  ten  days  fuc- 
cefhvely,  together  with  tobacco-fumes  per 
anum,  and  cathartic  enemata,  in  order  to 
procure  dools ;  the  warm  bath  was  alfo  ufed, 
and  opiates  occafionally  adminiftered,  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  pain  and  vomiting,  but  all  to  no 

O2  purpofe; 
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purpofe  ;  the  retchings  frequently  returned, 
the  pain  in  the  bowels  continued  more  or 
lefs  violent,  and  no  (tool  could  be  procured. 
Thefe  fymptoms  continuing  without  any 
abatement,  (he  was  on  the  13th  day  feized 
with  a  truly  (lercorous  vomiting,  exceedingly 
offenfive  to  every  one  about  her,  yet  was 
hardly  fenfible  of  it  herfelf,  either  by  fmell 
or  tade. 

In  this  way  (he  continued  till  the  16th 
without  any  relief  of  her  fymptoms,  by  all 
the  medicines  or  means  that  had  been  tried, 
at  which  time  (he  was  brought  to  town,  when 
I  fird  law  her,  and  received  the  above  ac¬ 
count  from  her  hufband. 

The  fituation  I  found  her  in,  was  truly  de¬ 
plorable,  being  in  condant  violent  pain,  and 
the  faecal  vomiting  returning  fometimes  every 
half  hour.  Before  I  proceeded  to  the  far- 
ther  trial  of  medicines,  I  made  every  necel- 
fary  enquiry  by  examination,  as  far  as  could 
be,  whether  or  not  there  might  be  an  incar¬ 
cerated  hernia;  but  could  difeover  nothing 
that  could  induce  me  to  fuppofe  that  that 
was  the  caufe  of  the  dileafe. 

I  ordered 
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I  ordered  warm  fomentations  to  the  abdo¬ 
men  ;  fometimes  (he  took  pills  of  aloes  and 
foap,  at  others  the  Rochelle  falts  in  pepper¬ 
mint  water,  juft  as  her  ftomach  could  bear, 
and  the  tobacco  fumes  per  anum,  were  alfo 
very  frequently  applied,  until  it  was  found  that 

they  encreafed  the  difpofition  to  vomiting. 

/ 

Her  fkin  in  general  was  very  cool,  rarely 
perfpiring,  and  her  pulfe  from  the  beginning 
of  her  illnefs  (as  I  was  told)  was  extremely 
firm  and  regular,  and  never  from  the  firft 
had  file  any  febrile  fymptoms,  or  marks  of 
inflammation.  It  was  propofed  to  give  her 
crude  mercury,  but  file  abfolutely  refufed 
taking  it,  left,  if  it  {hould  not  pafs  through 
her,  it  might  add  to  her  uneafinefs  by  its 
weight;  and,  indeed,  at  this  time  fhe  cbjefted 
to  every  thing  in  the  way  of  medicine,  being 
perfuaded  that  it  would  all  prove  ineffectual, 
and  would  take  nothing  but  a  little  liquid 
nourifhment  now  and  then. 

However,  about  the  fecond  or  third  night 
from  her  coming  to  town,  file  voided  two 
or  three  very  hard  fcybala,  of  a  whitifh  co- 

Q  3  lour, 
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lour,  and  apparently  unmixed  with  bile,  fo 
that  I  reafonably  imagined  that  there  was 
fome  obftruftion  about  the  lower  extremity 
of  the  inteftinum  ilion,  occafioned  by  indu¬ 
rated  faeces,  and  that  that  which  came  away 
was  a  part  of  what  formed  fuch  obflruction; 
as  the  clyflcrs  that  had  been  thrown  up  had 
evidently  pa  fled  the  reftum,  from  the  quan¬ 
tity  that  had  been  received  :  but  no  benefit 
was  experienced  from  this  evacuation,  the 
obftruftion  feemed  flill  as  obflinate  as  ever, 
and  the  flercorous  vomiting  Hill  frequently 
returned. 

Juft  at  this  time  I  recollecled  a  hint  that 
Dr.  Stephen  Hales  has  given  in  his  Hxmafla- 
ticks,  of  the  method  of  filling  the  inteftines 
with  warm  water,  by  means  of  a  perpendi¬ 
cular  tube,  and  thereby  to  fubdue  inflamma¬ 
tion,  or  refolve  obftruftions  in  the  prima? 
viac. 


I  thought  the  prefent  cafe  a  very  proper 
one,  to  make  fuch  experiments  in ;  and  I  ac¬ 
cordingly  got  a  tin  tube  made,  about  four 
feet  long,  of  about  an  inch  and  a  half  dia¬ 
meter 
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meter  at  top,  and  half  that  fize  at  bottom. 
At  the  top  of  the  tube  was  affixed  a  large 
funnel-head,  with  feveral  holes  near  the  brim, 
through  which  cords  were  palled  to  tie  it  up 
to  the  teller  of  the  bed ;  and  at  the  lower 
extremity  of  the  tube  was  fixed  a  fmall  Iheep’s 
gut  (there  being  no  time  for  getting  any  thing 
better  then)  to  which  alfo  was  faftened  a  com¬ 
mon  clyller-pipe.  The  tube  thus  placed, 
the  pipe  was  introduced  in  ano,  the  patient 
lying  on  her  fide,  and  held  firm  by  the  nurle, 
whilll  a  mixture  of  warm  milk  and  water  was 
poured  into  the  funnel-head,  and  gradually 
infinuated  itfelf  into  the  intefiines  by  its  per¬ 
pendicular  gravity,  which,  however,  loon  * 
caufedmuch  pain  from  its  prelfurein  the  bow¬ 
els,  fo  that  Hie  could  not  bear  it  any  length  of 
time,  and  it  was  accordingly  removed. 

Soon  after  this  file  had  fome  cold  water 
thrown  over  the  abdomen,  agreeably  to  an 

experiment,  that  has  fometimes  been  made 

•  * 

to  remove  obftinate  coftivenefs,  but  which  at 
the  time  feemed  to  eflfeft  nothing.  However, 

t 

in  two  days  after  the  application  of  the  tube, 
file  was  fuddenly  feized  with  a  violent  purg¬ 
ing, 
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ing,  from  which  time  all  her  other  fymptoms 
gradually  vanifhed,  and  {he  was  thoroughly 
reftored  to  health.  From  the  long  duration 
of  the  complaint,  and  the  apparent  infuffi- 
ciency  of  all  medicines  to  remove  it,  I  think 
it  may  fairly  be  concluded,  that  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  mixture  of  milk  and  water  into 
the  inteflines,  was  the  only  thing  that  feemed 
to  be  attended  with  (uccefs ;  for  though  it  was 
two  days  before  the  purging  came  on,  yet  I 
can  fuppofe  that  fome  of  this  fluid  remained 
in  the  bowels  in  contaCt  with  the  indurated 
faeces,  and  in  the  courfe  of  that  time  fo 
foftened  them  as  to  render  their  expulfion 
cafily  effected. 

I  have  already  obferved  that  the  firlt  hint 
I  received  of  making  ufe  of  an  hydraulic 
machine  in  obftructions  of  the  bowels,  was 
from  Dr.  Hales’s  hxmaftatical  experiments; 
for  from  the  obfervations  he  has  made  of  its 
effects  on  brutes,  he  fuppofes  great  advantages 
may  be  derived  from  its  ufe  on  the  human  body. 

On  perufing  De  Ilaen’s  Ratio  Medende, 
\  ol.  ii.  ch.  23.  I  found  an  hiflory  of  an  hy¬ 
draulic 
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draulic  machine  communicated  to  him  by 
one  Widemar,  a  Milanefe  phyfician,  who  ex¬ 
tols  its  ufe  very  highly,  and  tranfmits  to  him 
two  cafes  in  particular,  wherein  it  was  of 
fignal  fervice,  to  which  I  refer  the  reader. 

In  the  cafe  of  the  lady  already  recited, 
not  having  a  proper  tube  ready  at  hand,  I 
was  obliged  to  get  one  made  as  quickly  as 
poffible,  as  foon  as  the  thought  llruck  me, 
that  it  might  be  ufeful ;  therefore  I  got  one 
made  of  tin,  and  confequently  inflexible;  it 
was  hung  up  by  the  hde  of  the  teller  of  the 
bed  by  itrings  which  palled  through  holes 
made  at  the  brim  of  the  funnel-head  of  the 
tube,  and  hung  down  perpendicularly ;  to  the 
bottom  of  which  was  an  elbow  made,  form¬ 
ing  an  obtufe  angle  about  a  foot  long,  at  the 
extremity  of  which  was  a  piece  of  Iheep  s  gut 
tied,  and  laft  of  all  a  common  clyfter  pipe 
was  fixed  to  that.  This  was  the  machine 
which  in  my  hafle  I  put  together. 

The  great  uneafmefs  which  the  patient 
felt,  from  the  ufe  of  this  machine,  was  no 
doubt  from  the  prelfure  made  again!!  the 

valve 
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valve  of  the  colon ;  infomuch  that  flue  could 
not  bear  it  many  minutes ;  and  my  tube  be¬ 
ing  inflexible,  I  was  unable  to  lower  it  fuf- 
ficiently  to  take  oft  that  preflure,  for  by  low¬ 
ering  it  towards  an  horizontal  direction,  the 
liquid  would  run  out  from  the  top  :  whereas 
in  the  tube  I  have  fince  contrived,  the  fun¬ 
nel-head  can  always  remain  upright,  whilft 
the  reft  of  the  tube  may  be  lowered  to  any 
degree ;  having  thofe  parts  of  it  that  are 
flexible  made  of  leather  fewed  clofely  over 
a  worm  of  wire;  fo  that  by  bending  it,  the 
Tides  of  the  leather  cannot  collapfe,  as  they 
would  do  without  fuch  a  provifion,  and  at 
the  fame  time  keeps  it  more  fteady, 

Vogel,  de  cognofcendis  et  curandis  prac- 
cipuis  corporis  humani  affeftibus,  advifes 
the  ufe  of  this  machine. 

After  having  enumerated  the  different 
methods  to  be  made  ufe  of  in  an  inveterate 
ileus,  fuch  as  purges,  oil  mixed  with  hot 
broth  or  gruel;  emollient  and  ftimulating 
clyfters  frequently  repeated ;  the  ufe  of  to¬ 
bacco  clyflers,  and  even  quickfilver;  he  then 

adds 


% 
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adds,  “  Sin  autem  nec  per  hanc  rationem 
ileus  aut  obftruftio  expediatur ;  ope  machi¬ 
ne  hydraulics,  in  Italia  nuper  repertae,  multa 
aqua  tepida  ex  inferioribus  partibus  impetu- 
ofe  in  alvum,  per  intervalla  quatuor  circiter 
horarum,  injicienda  eft. 

I  do  not  at  all  doubt  but  great  benefit 
may  be  obtained  from  the  ufe  of  fuch  a  tube, 
judicioufly  applied ;  at  leaf!  when  every  other 
common  milder  means  have  been  ufed  in¬ 
effectually.  I  think  we  may  be  authorifed  to 
ufe  it,  and  fay  with  De  Haen  in  his  own 
words :  “  Cum  morbus  fit  formidandus,  nec 
raro  cito  necans,  mirum  non  eft,  forti  nodo, 
quaefitos  fortes  cuneos  efle,  et  in  defperato, 
defperata  tentata.” 


EXPLANATION  of  the  PLATE. 

From  fig.  1.  to  2.  of  the  tube,  is  leather,  under  which 
is  a  wire  worm. 

From  fig.  2.  to  3.  is  entirely  of  tin. 

From  fig.  3,  to  4,  is  leather  with  the  worm. 

Fig.  <5,  is  the  clyfter  pipe  affixed. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE  XXL 

Cafe  of  Inflammatojy  Conjlipation  of  the  Bowels, 
Juccefs fully  treated  by  James  Macca trick 
Adair,  M.  D.  in  a  letter  to  W.  Falconer, 
M.  D,  F.  R.  S.  and  C.  M.  S.  and  by  him 
co?nmunicated  to  the  Medical  Society  of  Lon¬ 
don . 


Read  April  28,  1788. 


Bath,  February  25,  1788. 

S  I  R, 

T  COMPLY  with  your  defire  in  fending 
^  you  dhe  following  cafe,  which  you  were 
of  opinion,  ought  to  be  communicated  to 
the  public,  on  account  of  the  fingular  mode 
by  which  the  patient  was  relieved. 


Thomas  Stone,  aged  about  24  years,  had 
been  ill  for  feveral  days  before  I  vifited  him. 
Ilis  complaints  had  been  deemed  to  be  ne¬ 
phritic,  and,  I  fuppofe,  were  treated  accord- 

ingly; 
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ingly;  but,  from  every  circumftance,  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  that  he  laboured  under  an  in¬ 
flammatory  conftipation  of  the  bowels. 

Having  prefcribed  a  copious  bleeding, 
opiates  and  purgatives,  his  bowels  became 
foluble  at  the  end  of  the  third  day  after  I 
vifited  him ;  but  the  conftipation  again  took 
place,  and  the  former  means,  together  with 
the  ufe  of  clyfters  of  decoCtion  of  tobacco, 
of  the  fmoke  of  this  plant,  and  of  repeated 
afperfions  of  cold  water  on  the  abdomen  and 
extremities,  were  totally  unavailing.  I 
therefore  had  recourfe  to  what  has  been,  for 
many  years,  my  dernier  refort,  in  fuch  cafes, 
which  after  repeated  trials,  effectually  re¬ 
moved  the  conftipation,  and  the  patient  is 
now  free  from  every  complaint,  except  that 
of  great  debility. 

The  means  by  which  this  relief  was  ob¬ 
tained,  were  many  years  ago  fuggefted  to 
me  by  the  perufal  of  the  late  celebrated  pro- 
feffor  De  Haen’s  Ratio  Medendi. 


In 
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In  one  of  his  chapters,  Dc  Ileo,  he  men¬ 
tioned  an  inftrument,  invented  by  an  Italian 
phyfician,  for  the  relief  of  perfons  labouring 
under  this  difeafe.  This  inflrument  was 
nothing  more  than  our  common  garden 
pump,  which  is  employed  for  watering  our 
wall-fruit  trees. 

To  the  (pout  of  this  was  affixed  a  leathern 
tube  and  a  clyfler-pipe;  and  by  means  of  the 
pump,  warm  water  (with  or  without  oil,  or 
other  laxatives)  was  injefled  per  anum. 

The  profeffor  tells  us  that  he  made  the 
experiment  on  a  dog,  and  found  that  liquids 
thus  injetied,  not  only  (urmounted  the  valve 
of  the  colon,  but  palled  into  the  flomach, 
and  were  rejected  by  the  mouth.  Soon  after, 
an  opportunity  occurred  of  trying  this  expe* 
dient,  and  it  fucceeded;  and  fo  far  as  mv  re¬ 
collection  ferves  me,  I  have  failed  only  in 
twooutof  12  ori4  cafes  which  have  occurred 
in  my  practice. 

In  one  of  thefe  it  was  probable  that  a  gan¬ 
grene  had  taken  place  before  I  was  employed ; 
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in  the  other  it  appeared,  from  dille&ion,  that 
a  portion  of  the  jejunum  was  fo  contrafted  as 
fcarcely  to  admit  a  goofe  quill;  but  lo  extern 
live  was  the  operation  of  the  machine,  that 
all  the  portion  of  the  canal  below  the  impe¬ 
diment  had  been  quite  emptied  by  the  injec¬ 
tion. 

Common  clyhers  feem  to  fail  not  only 
from  their  quantity  being  too  fmall,  but  from 
their  not  being  injected  with  fufficient  force, 
even  by  a  fyringe ;  whereas,  by  this  machine, 
a  quantity  of  liquid,  equal  to  fix  or  eight 
pounds,  may,  at  once  be  injefied  into  the 
canal,  where  being  gradually  diffufed,  it 
dilfolves  hardened  faeces,  anddifcharges  them 
per  anum ;  and  though,  where  a  permanent 
fcirrhous  conllriftion  has  been  formed,  no 
relief  can  be  obtained  by  any  means  ;  yet  I 
am  inclined  to  believe  that  neither  this  nor 
other  infuperable  c aufes  of  fatality  occur  fo 
often  as  is  fufpefted. 

With  refpeft  to  thofe  fpecies  of  the  dileafe 
which  are  fuppofed  to  proceed  from  intus- 
fufceptio,  and  incarcerated  hernia;  if  the  for¬ 
mer  is  really  a  caufe,  I  believe  it  occurs  very 

rarely 

m 
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rarely,  and  I  conceive  that  this  mode  of  in¬ 
jection  is  the  molt  likely  means  of  remov¬ 
ing  the  impediment ;  and,  I  know  from  ex¬ 
perience,  that  it  will  generally  empty  the 
bowels,  when  the  progrefs  of  the  faeces  is 
intercepted  by  hernia,  provided  the  extra¬ 
abdominal  portion  of  the  inteftine  is  previ- 
oufly  replaced  by  the  hand,  or  by  the  opera¬ 
tion  for  the  bubonocele:  but  fo  far  as  my  ex¬ 
perience  avails  me,  I  may  venture  to  aflert, 
that  of  the  cafes  which  have  ended  fatally, 
19  in  20  proceed  from  indurated  faeces,  or 
the  {tones  of  fruits  or  other  infoluble  fub- 
ftances,  being  accumulated  in  the  canal,  in 
which  cafe,  this  machine,  when  employed 
early  and  afliduoufly,  cannot  fail  of  laving 
the  life  of  the  patient. 

I  proceed  to  offer  fome  hints  for  the  ufe 
of  this  machine,  and  fhall  conclude  with  a 
few  curfory  remarks  on  inteftinal  conftipa- 
tion. 

The  tube  may  be  about  a  yard  and  a  half 

in  length,  and  about  half  an  inch  in  diameter, 

o  3 

the  pipe  (hould  be  of  the  large!!  fize,  with  a 

broad 
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broad  rim  to  prevent  the  regurgitation  of  the 
liquid  through  the  anus. 

The  inje61ion  has  been  fometimes  fimple 
warm  water,  or  medicated  by  the  addition 
of  oil,  foap,  mufccvado  fugar,  or  common 
fait,  according  as  the  ftate  of  the  bowels 
feemed  to  require  its  being  lefs  or  more  ftimu- 
lating,  to  the  quantity  of  a  gallon  or  more. 
This  injeftion  being  heated,  and  put  into  a 
narrow  earthen  veffel,  the  pump  is  to  be  im- 
merfed  into  the  liquor,  fo  as  to  cover  the  air 
holes,  the  embolus  or  ftaff  is  to  be  worked 
till  the  tube  is  filled,  and  the  liquor  flows 
from  the  pipe  nearly  of  the  warmth  of  milk 
from  the  cow.  The  pipe  is  then  to  be  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  anus,  and  the  liquor  injeffed 
gradually,  until  the  patient  complains  of  a 
fenfe  of  painful  diflention  of  the  bowels,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  parietes  of  the  inteflines  being  too 
fuddenly  flretched  by  the  column  of  liquid 
injeffed.  The  operator,  therefore,  muff  flop 
for  one  or  two  minutes,  and  in  the  mean 
time  the  abdomen  fhould  be  gently  rubbed 
with  a  little  warm  oil,  to  aflifl  the  diffufion 
and  afcent  of  the  liquid  into  a  fuperior  portion 
Vol.II.  R  of 
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of  the*  intefline,  in  confequence  of  which  the 
fenfe  of  didention  gradually  abates,  or  to¬ 
tally  ceafes,  when  the  injeftion  is  to  be  re¬ 
newed  with  the  fame  precaution,  until  the 
patient  is  feized  with  an  irrefidible  defire  of 
going  to  dool. 

# 

If  nothing  but  the  inje&ion  is  difeharged, 
the  operation  is  to  be  repeated  every  hour, 

4 

or  two  hours,  till  the  fiecal  contents  are 
evacuated;  and  in  the  intervals,  cold  water 
may  be  dafhed  on  the  abdomen  and  extre¬ 
mities  for  a  minute  or  two,  which,  befide 
its  powerful  effect  in  refolving  fpafmodic  con- 
drictions,  diminifhes  febrile  heat,  and  inviiro- 

3  3  o 

rates  the  patient. 

As  the  liquid  is  cooled  in  its  paffage  through 
the  pump  and  tube,  it  fhould  be  heated  to 
about  120  or  130  degrees  of  Farenheits 
fcale,  but  for  this  there  can  be  no  certain 
rule,  as  the  fenfibility  of  the  bowels  mud  be 
different  in  perfons, either  conflitutionally, or 
111  confequence  of  morbid  irritation;  care, 
however,  fhould  be  taken  that  the  heat  may 
be  rather  below,  than  above,  par. 


Cold 
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Cold  clyfters  have  been  recommended  in 
cholics;  but  as  I  never  made  the  experiment, 
I  cannot  determine  how  far  their  application 
may  be  advifeable,  when  the  bowels  are  in  a 
hate  of  inflammation* 

I  have  not,  upon  enquiry,  found  that  this 
machine  has  been  employed  for  this  purpofe, 
in  the  Britifh  dominions,  by  any  other  prac¬ 
titioners;  a  circumfiance  which,  if  true,  is 
very  furprifing,  confidering  the  refpeflable 
authority  on  which  it  is  recommended,  and 
the  frequent  fatality  of  the  difeafe  under  the 
common  modes  of  treatment. 

With  refpeft  to  the  other  remedies  em¬ 
ployed;  when  the  pulfe  is  flrong  and  quick, 
I  always  order  blood  to  be  drawn  from  a 
large  orifice,  from  experimental  conviftion 
that  the  fuddennefs  of  the  depletion,  contri¬ 
butes  more  than  the  quantity  evacuated,  to 
abate  inflammation,  and  to  render  the  ufe  of 
fubfequent  means  more  fafe. 

When  the  pain  is  great,  and  the  ftomach 
fo  irritable  as  to  rejeft  whatever  it  receives, 

R  2  I  always 
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I  always  preferibe  opium  in  a  folid  form,  in 
dofes  proportioned  to  the  degree  of  irritat  ion, 
and  never  venture  on  cathartics  of  any  kind, 
until  I  have  reafon  to  believe  that  they  will 
be  retained;  for  the  premature  ufe  of  them, 
not  only  defeats  the  purpofe  of  their  admini- 
ftration,  but  often  exafperates  all  the  fymp- 
toms. 

I  am,  however,  more  cautious  and  fparing 
in  the  ufe  of  opium  in  inflammatory,  than 
in  fpafmodic  cholic,  and,  indeed  opium  is  fo 
indifpenfiblynecefTary  inthecolica  pefclorum, 
or  dry  belly  ach,  as  it  is  vulgarly  termed,  of 
hot  climates,  that  I  have  been  affured  by  a 
Weft  India  pra&itioner,  that  he  has  frequently 
and  fpeedily  cured  this  difeafe  by  giving  a 
grain  of  opium  every  hour,  and  the  fpafm 
being  thus  refolved  in  24  or  36  hours,  the 
belly  has  fometimes  become  fpontaneoufly 

foluble. 

* 

I  never,  however,  carried  the  ufe  of  opium 

fo  far,  even  in  this  fpecies  of  cholic  (which, 
•  • 

s  in  lts  nature  and  fymptoms,  is  analagous  to 
the  bad  cholic  of  this  country)  nor  have  I 

ever 
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ever  had  occafion  to  employ  the  garden 
pump,  though  I  believe  an  early  ufe  of  it 
would  fhorten  the  cure,  and  might  prevent 
the  fubfequent  paraly  fis,  which  feems  to  refult 
folely  from  violent  and  long  continued  irrita¬ 
tion. 

Phyficians  are  rarely  employed  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  a  dileale;  but  if  an  opportu¬ 
nity  Ihould  hereafter  occur,  which  might  en¬ 
able  me  to  manage  the  inflammatory  cholic 
in  its  firfl  ffage,  I  Ihould  rely  chiefly  on  bleed¬ 
ing,  opium,  and  the  ufe  of  the  garden  pump, 
without  interpofmg  the  ufe  even  of  the  mild- 
eft  purgatives ;  for  I  am  convinced  that  they 
often  exafperate  the  fymptoms,  and  increafe 
the  fatal  tendency  of  the  difeafe. 

t 

To  young  practitioners  it  may  be  right  to 
point  out  an  error,  which  is,  I  believe,  very 
frequently  committed.  In  common  cholic, 
it  is  a  frequent  practice  to  give  tinfture  of 
rhubarb,  or  infufion  and  tinCture  of  fenna,and 
other  griping  purgatives,  which  often  fucceed 
when  the  fit  proceeds  from  laxity  and  flatu¬ 
lence;  but,  in  ftrong  and  full  habits  their  fti- 
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mulus  often  renders  them  ineffectual,  and 
even  unfafe.  The  bowels  imperfectly  emp¬ 
tied  by  thefe  means,  become  again  coflive; 
but  the  fame  purgatives  may  be  fo  far  from 
being  again  effectual,  that,  by  their  (timulus, 
they  may  convert  a  fimple  cholic  into  an  iliac 
paffion.  To  prevent  this  dangerous  tranfi- 
tion,  inftead  of  repeating  the  purgative,  if 
the  pain  of  the  bowels  is  fevere  and  fixed, 
bleeding  'becomes  neceffary,  efpecially,  if 
from  accefs  of  fever,  there  is  reafon  to  fufpeCt 
that  inflammation  has  taken  place,  otherwife 
opium,  in  dofes  proportioned  to  theexigency, 
afhfted  by  bland  clyfters,  will  generally  be 
fufficient  for  the  purpofe. 

Dr.  Chalmers,  of  South  Carolina,  recom¬ 
mends  a  folution  of  the  vitriolum  caeruleum 
in  the  fpafmodic  cholic:  I  have  fometimes 
preferibed  it  in  pills  with  calomel,  gumboge, 
or  both,  after  the  pain  has  been  quieted  by 
opium.  A  furgeon  in  Antigua,  celebrated 
for  his  fkill  in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe,  relied 
on  the  ufe  ot  large  dofes  of  opium  and  calo¬ 
mel,  well  allured  fo  foon  as  the  mercury 
affcCied  the  mouth,  the  fpafm  would  ceafe. 

Draftic 
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Draflic  purges  are  more  fafe  in  this  than  in 
the  inflammatory  cholic. 

This  fpecies  of  cholic  was,  formerly,  very 
frequent  in  our  Weft  India  colonies.  But, 
on  my  return  to  Antigua  in  1777,  after  an 
abfence  of  15  years,  I  found  that  without 
any  a  (Tig  liable  caufe,  it  had  become  exceed¬ 
ingly  rare ;  and,  on  converfmg  with  a  medical 
man  who  had  relided  many  years  at  Jamaica, 
he  remarked,  that  of  late  it  had  become  much 
lefs  frequent  than  formerly  in  that  ifland. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yours,  &c. 

Dr.  Falconer.  J.  M.  A  D  A  I  R. 


London,  June  7,  1788. 

DOCTOR  ADAIR,  finding  that  Dr.  Fal¬ 
coner  has  omitted  to  tranfmit  to  the  fociety 
fome  farther  remarks  on  the  fubjeft  of  the 
firfi,  would  deem  himfelf  deficient  in  point 
of  candour,  were  he  to  conceal  a  circum- 
ftance  which  has  occurred  fince  the  firfi 
paper  was  tranfmitted  to  the  fociety. 


Dr. 
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Dr.  Falconer  being  confulted  in  a  cafe  of 
inflammatory  conflipation,  defired  Dr.  Adair 
to  give  directions  for  the  ufe  of  the  pump. 
It  was  ufed  only  twice,  and  the  patient  died 
within  36  hours. 

Dr.  Falconer  did  not,  however,  deem  this 
trial  fufficient  to  lefien  his  confidence  in  the 
machine;  and  Dr.  Adair  thinks  it  highly 
probable  from  the  account  he  had  of  the 
patient  s  hate  at  the  commencement  of  the 
trial,  that  a  gangrene  had  taken  place. 

Dr.  Adair  thinks  it  proper  to  remark,  that 
during  the  firft  trials,  the  bowels  are  fo  irrit¬ 
able,  and  the  impediment  from  accumulated 
faeces  fo  great,  that  the  patient  may  not  be 
able  to  receive  above  one  or  two  pints  of 
liquid  before  he  difeharges  it;  yet  afterwards 
may  be  able  to  retain  fix  or  eight  pints. 

lie  thinks  that  the  belt  pofture  for  receiv¬ 
ing  the  injeChon  is  by  leaning  on  the  elbows 
and  knees,  and  when  the  patient  is  tired  of 
this  poflure,  he  may  receive  it  lying  on  his 
back ;  becaufe  either  of  thofe  pofitions  feems 

to 
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to  be  more  favourable  to  the  afcent  of  the 
liquid  in  the  intefiinal  canal. 

m 

It  would  be  more  convenient  to  have  the 
veffel, which  contains  the  liquid,  made  of  iron, 
and  foldered  to  the  end  of  the  pump :  Dr. 
Adair  dire&ed  an  apparatus,  confiding  of  the 
pump,  leather  tube,  and  fhouldered  clyfter 
pipe,  to  be  put  up  at  Jones’s,  No.  33,  Hol- 
born ;  but  as  it  was  to  be  fent  abroad,  the 
veffel  was  not  affixed  to  it;  as  any  veffel 
which  could  contain  about  a  gallon  of  liquor 
would  anfwer  the  purpofe.  Before  Dr.  Adair 
leaves  town  he  will  leave  full  direftions  with 
Jones,  fhould  any  perfon  apply  for  the  ap¬ 
paratus. 


1 
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ARTICLE  XXII, 

An  Attempt  to  af  certain  the  Powers  concerned  in 
the  Act  oj  Vomiting ,  by  Experiments  made  in 
April '  1787,  John  Haig h  jon,  Surgeon  t 

and  F.  M.  S. 

Read  June  16,  1 788. 

T  TOMITING  is  an  aftion  which  feems  to 
*  have  been  explained  by  phyfiologifis 
in  a  more  fatisfaftory  manner  than  many 
other  animal  funftions.  It  is  generally  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  performed  by  the  concurring 
efforts  of  the  ftomach,  diaphragm  and  abr 
*  dominal  mufcles ;  and  that  none  of  thefe  pow¬ 
ers  fingly  is  confidered  fufficient  to  produce 
the  aft  of  vomiting. 

Before  the  contents  of  the  ftomach  are 
dneharged,  a  moderate  full  infpiration  is  ufu- 
ally  made,  in  which  the  diaphragm  defeends, 
or  in  other  words,  lofes  its  vaulted  concave 

appearance 


Medical  Society  of  London*  251 

appearance  on  its  abdominal  furface,  and 
becomes  reduced  nearly  to  a  plain;  in  con- 
fequence  of' which,  a  prelfure  is  made  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  ffomach.  Whilft  this  is 
performing,  the  abdominal  mufcles  by  anta¬ 
gonizing  the  diaphragm,  draw  down  the  ribs, 
and  at  the  fame  time  make  a  prelfure  on  the 
inferior  part  of  the  ftomach,  fo  that  from  the 
united  efforts  of  thefe  two  powers;  viz.  the 
diaphragm  above,  and  the  abdominal  mufcles 
below,  we  fhould  expeft  the  contents  of  this 
vifeus  would  be  dilchargedf  and  this  really 
happens  if  a  peculiar  condition  be  induced 
on  the  flomach,  exciting  naufea ;  but  in  what 
that  particular  Hate  may  vary  from  the  natu¬ 
ral  one  is  not  very  evident.  However,  this 
effeft  is  produced;  a  (light  contraftion  be¬ 
gins  at  the  pylorus,  and  extends  in  an  inverted 
direction  as  far  as  the  middle  of  the  ftomach,  * 
by  which  means  its  natural  convex  figure  is 
deftroyed,  and  it  becomes  fomewhat  flat¬ 
tened.  When  thefe  three  caufes  concur, 
vomiting  is  produced;  and  in  this  way,  phy~ 
fiologifts  have  generally  explained  this  a£tion. 

But  in  confequence  of  fome  experiments 
lately  made  in  France,  this  theory  has  been 

called 
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called  in  queftion.  It  is  aflerted,  that  the 
a&ion  of  the  abdominal  mufcles  is  not  al¬ 
ways  neceffary  to  produce  vomiting;  and 
that  the  contents  of  the  flomach  can  be 
difeharged  when  their  aftion  is  taken  away. 
And  what  is  contrary  to  all  expectation,  and 
even  repugnant  to  reafon,  is,  that  the  flo- 
mach,  inftead  of  contracting  or  diminifhing 
its  capacity,  is  evidently  enlarged  at  the  in- 
ftant  of  expulfion. 

A  condition  of  the  flomach  fo  oppofitc 
to  the  general  laws  of  animal  nature,  excited 
the  attention  of  fome  gentlemen  in  this 
country,  and  the  fame  experiment  which 
had  led  to  fuch  an  extraordinary  conclufion 
was  repeated  at  Edinburgh.  A  friend  of 
mine  who  w  as  prefent  gave  me  the  following 
account* 

A  dog  having  fwallowed  fomething  capa¬ 
ble  of  exciting  vomiting,  had  an  opening 
made  into  the  abdomen  as  foon  as  it  began 
to  operate;  and  in  a  very  Ihort  (pace  of 
time,  a  final]  quantity  of  fluid  was  difeharged 
by  the  mouth:  it  was  uncertain  whether  the 

flomach 
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ftomach  was  in  a  dilated  date  at  the  moment 
of  expulfion  or  not,  but  was  evidently 
diftended  prior  to  it,  from  a  quantity  of  air 
taken  in  by  the  mouth. 

This  experiment  did  not  feem  in  any  re- 
fpeft  decifive,  for  I  fufpefted  that  the  dif- 
charge  from  the  mouth  which  had  been  called 
vomiting,  was  occafioned,  either  by  fome 
prefture  which  the  ftomach  had  received  by 
the  falfe  ribs ;  or  by  the  efcape  of  fomething 
which  was  previoufly  lodged  in  the  cefopha- 
gus.  In  order,  therefore,  to  afcertain  this 
point,  I  made  the  following  experiments. 


EXPERIMENT  L 

A  SCRUPLE  of  emetic  tartar  mixed  with 
about  one  ounce  of  water  was  given  to  a 
dog.  In  eight  minutes  he  vomited.  He  was 
immediately  fixed  upon  a  table,  and  a  tranf- 
verfe  incifion  made  through  the  abdominal 
mufcle  and  peritonaeum  from  the  right  fide 
to  the  left.  From  the  center  of  this  incifion, 
a  longitudinal  one  was  carried  upwards  as 

far 
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far  as  the  fternum,  in  the  courfe  of  the  linea 
alba  :  by  this  means  two  angular  flaps  were 
made.  The  ftomach,  and  a  great  part  of  the 
inteflines  immediately  protruded,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  ftomach  receiving  any  preffure  from 
the  falfe  ribs,  I  kept  them  conftantly  elevated 
with  my  hand.  About  four  ounces  of  warm 
water,  in  which  a  fcruple  of  Roman  vitriol 
had  been  difiolved,  were  injefted  into  the 
ftomach  (by  means  of  a  long  curved  pipe  fixed 
to  an  elaftic  vegetable  bottle)  to  excite  the 
powers  concerned  in  vomiting  anew.  He 
foon  became  fick,  and  made  repeated  at¬ 
tempts  to  vomit,  but  could  difeharge  nothing. 
In  thefe  attempts  air  was  taken  in  by  the 
mouth,  and  every  fucceeding  effort  increaf- 
ing  the  diftention  of  the  ftomach,  it  became 
at  lafl  as  tenfe  as  a  drum.  Whilft  this  was 
taking  place,  the  fauces  were  frequently  ir¬ 
ritated,  and  violent  attempts  were  thereby 
induced,  but  nothing  could  be  made  to  efcape 
from  the  ftomach.  To  fatisfy  myfelf,  that 
the  diftention  was  owing  to  the  reception  of 
air,  I  made  a  puncture  and  difeharged  it;  and 
to  prevent  any  part  of  the  contents  of  the 
intcftincs  efcaping  into  the  ftomach,  from 

inverted 
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inverted  motion,  I  made  a  p  re  flu  re  on  the 
pylorus  with  my  finger  and  thumb.  In  this 
fituation  the  dog  was  kept  upon  the  table  for 
an  hour,  when  the  powers  of  life  beginning 
to  faulter,  we  refigned  him  to  his  fate. 

In  this  experiment  the  ftomach  was  ex- 
pofed  to  the  cold  air,  I  wilhed,  therefore,  to 
obviate  any  objeftion  that  might  arife  from 
this  circumfiance ;  and  to  this  end  the  pro- 
cefs  was  diverfified  in  the  following  manner. 


EXPERIMENT  II. 

THE  fame  quantity  of  emetic  tartar  mixed 
in  four  ounces  of  milk  was  given  to  another 
dog,  and  in  three  minutes  I  made  an  opening 
into  the  abdomen,  in  a  manner  fimilar  to  the 
former.  The  ftomach  and  inteftines  being 
completely  expofed,  and  ficknefs  not  having 
yet  taken  place,  I  obferved  with  fome  atten¬ 
tion,  the  changes  induced  upon  this  vifeus, 
in  its  transition  from  the  natural  ftate,  to 
that  of  ficknefs.  The  moft  obvious  natural 
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appearance  is  its  periflaltic  motion.  In  this, 
every  part  of  the  ftomach  docs  not  feem  to 
perform  an  equal  {hare,  it  being  much  more 
evident  in  the  right  portion  than  in  the  left. 

It  begins  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  flo- 
mach,  by  forming  a  circular  contraction,  fo 
that  it  feems  as  if  it  were  divided  into  two 
portions  like  an  hour  glafs.  From  this  point, 
the  contraction  proceeds  towards  the  intel- 
tines;  and  in  the  mean  time  the  part  where 
the  aCtion  firft  began,  recovers  its  former 
hate;  a  fucceflion  of  thefe  aCtions  conflitute 
the  natural  periflaltic  motion,  and  in  which 
the  left  portion  feems  to  perform  only  an 
obfeure  part. 

As  foon  as  ficknefs  commenced,  this  aCtion 
became  weaker,  and  prefently  its  order  was 
evidently  inverted,  for  inflcad  of  the  con¬ 
traction  beginning  in  the  middle  of  the  flo- 
mach,  it  began  at  the  pylorus,  and  extended 
nearly  to  the  middle;  and  at  this  time  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  air  being  taken  in  by  the  mouth,  it 
became  fomewhat  diftended. 
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This  contraction  at  the  pylorus  feemed 
chiefly  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  the 
efcape  of  the  contents  into  the  inteflines, 
and  of  determining  them  upwards  to  the  oefo- 
phagus.  However,  no  difcharge  enfued.  A 
quantity  of  water  made  warm  was  poured 
upon  the  flomach,  by  means  of  a  fponge,  fo 
that  its  natural  warmth  was  preferved.  Se¬ 
veral  efforts  to  vomit  were  made  without 
effe6f .  About  half  a  fcruple  of  white  vitriol 
diffolved  in  warm  water  was  injected  into 
the  flomach,  and  its  action  was  affifled  by 
irritating  the  fauces,  but  no  vomiting  could 
be  produced.  Having  perhffed  in  thefe 
means  about  an  hour,  the  animal  became  ex- 
haufled. 

Hitherto,  my  attention  had  been  chiefly 
direfted  to  the  powers  of  the  flomach,  with 
a  view  to  af  certain  whether  there  be,  inherent 
in  it,  force  fufficient  to  difcharge  its  contents 
without  the  aid  of  the  abdominal  mufcles ;  and 
to  excite  thefe  powers  in  a  very  high  degree, 
I  introduced  into  the  flomach  fome  of  the 
mofl  aClive  articles  of  the  materia  medica. 

I  wifhed  next  to  know  whether  a  ftimulus 

Vol.  II.  S  applied 
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applied  to  the  peritonaea!  coat  of  this  vifcusr 
would  fo  far  afiift  the  aCtion  of  an  emetic,  as 
to  produce  vomiting. 


EXPERIMENT  III. 

ANOTHER  dog  was  procured,  and  the 
fame  quantity  of  emetic  tartar  mixed  in  milk, 
was  given  to  him.  In  a  few  minutes  he  was 
fixed  on  the  table,  and  opened  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  warm  water  with  white  vitriol 
diffolved  in  it,  was  again  inje&ed  into  the 
ftomach.  He  foon  became  lick,  took  in  air 
by  the  mouth  repeatedly,  feemed  in  great 
diflrefs,  but  could  not  vomit.  Befides  keep¬ 
ing  up  the  natural  heat  of  the  ftomach,  by 
pouring  upon  it  warm  water  from  a  fponge, 
as  in  the  lall  experiment,  I  dropped  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times,  fome  of  the  cauftic  volatile 
alkali  upon  its  furface,  which  excited  it  to 
very  forcible  contractions  from  the  pylorus 
upward,  but  it  produced  no  difeharge.  I 
waited  fome  time,  but  no  further  change 
took  place.  I  began  now  to  be  fatisfied  that 

there 
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there  were  not  powers  in  the  ftomach  fuf- 
ficient  to  expel  its  contents,  without  adventi¬ 
tious  aid.  1  wilhed  to  know  how  fmall  a  de¬ 
gree  of  afiiftance  was  neceftary,  and  therefore 
placed  my  hand  in  fuch  a  pofttion,  that  in  the 
next  effort  to  vomit,  the  diaphragm  might 
pufh  the  ftomach  againft  me,  which  it  did, 
and  he  vomited  inftantly. 

I  was  very  cautious  to  avoid  any  aftive 
preflure,  and  therefore  made  my  hand  a  fixed 
point,  allowing  the  diaphragm  to  prefs  the 
ftomach  againft  it,  rather  than  to  prefs  upon 
the  ftomach  with  my  hand.  In  about  a  minute 
he  became  fick  again ;  a  gentleman  who  at¬ 
tended  the  experiment  placed  his  hand  in  a 
fimilar  manner,  and  he  vomited  again. 
Though  in  every  effort  to  vomit,  the  fto¬ 
mach  had  been  very  much  pufhed  down  by 
the  diaphragm;  yet  as  the  abdominal  mufcles 
were  removed,  its  preftufe  was  always  eluded ; 
but  in  placing  any  refifting  body  in  their 
ftead,  without  attempting  any  thing  like  an 
imitation  of  their  aftion,  the  diaphragm, 
aided  by  the  ftomach  s  own  efforts,  expelled 
its  contents. 

S  2 
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Having  endeavoured  to  explain  what  I 
conceive  to  be  the  ceconomy  of  the  {lomacli 
in  this  operation,  our  curiofity  may  perhaps 
be  excited  to  trace  the  caufes  of  fuch  a  con¬ 
trariety  of  refult  from  the  lame  experiments 
made  by  others ;  and  to  determine  the  pre- 
cife  circumflances  which  led  the  French  phy- 
fiologifls  to  imagine  that  the  flomach  wa9 
not  only  able  to  expel  its  contents,  without 
the  abdominal  mufcles,  but  was  even  diflend- 
ed  at  the  very  moment  of  expulfion.  Of 
this,  I  can  only  conjetlure.  Vomiting  may 
be  produced,  if  the  opening  into  the  abdo¬ 
men  does  not  extend  far  enough  to  the  left 
fide  ;  for  the  lateral  portions  of  thefe  mufcles 
being  entire,  may,  by  drawing  down  the  falfe 
ribs,  prefs  upon  the  flomach,  and  thus  pro¬ 
duce  vomiting.  And  a  quantity  of  air  being 
taken  into  the  flomach  previous  to  the  dif- 
charge,  together  with  a  more  evident  profu- 
fion  of  it  from  the  aclion  of  the  diaphragm, 
might  lead  an  obferver,  not  aware  of  fuch  a 
deception,  into  an  idea  that  the  flomach  is 
dilated  in  the  a£l  of  vomiting.  However,  I 
am  perfuaded,  that  experiments  conduced 
under  this  caution  will  be  attended  with  a 
contrary  refult. 
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What  has  been  advanced  above,  applies 
only  to  animals  with  ftomachs  fimilar  to  the 
human  fubjebt. 


ARTICLE  XXIII. 

Cafe  of  an  extraordinary  enlargement  of  the 
Abdomen ,  owing  to  a  flefiy  encyjled  Tumour , 

by  R.  PlJLTENEY,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  and 
C.  M.  S.  in  a  Letter  to  J.  C.  Lettsom, 

M.  D.  &c.  / 


Read  June  g,  1788. 

TV  /TRS.  M.  was  fprung  from  parents  who 
both  died  dropfical ;  and  (lie  had  a 
dropfical  tendency  in  her  conftitution  for 
feveral  years  before  the  difeafe  feemed  to 

originate,  which  proved  fatal  to  her.  She 

# 

was  married  about  the  age  of  twenty-fix,  but 
had  not  borne  children.  She  had  been  fub- 
je£t  to  hyfterical  affebtions,  but  had  in  gene¬ 
ral  been  remarkably  regular  in  the  natural 
evacuations  of  the  fex,  and  continued  fo  to 
nearly  the  lad  period  of  her  life. 

s  3 


For 
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For  more  than  three  years  before  her 
death,  this  lady  began  to  be  lubjefl  to  pains 
of  a  very  excruciating  nature,  on  the  left 
fide  of  the  belly,  which  often  attacked  her, 
and  fometimes  brought  on  violent  fpafms, 
and  hyflerical  fits,  which  not  unfrequently 
held  her  for  feveral  hours.  The  violence 
and  frequency  of  thefe  fits  by  degrees  abated, 
but  all  the  fymptoms  of  a  dropfy  advanced 
very  fad,  and  a  weight  and  tumour,  which 
for  fome  time  had  been  perceived  on  the  left 
fide,  became  more  manifeft.  It  was  imagined 
that  water  fluftuated  in  the  abdomen  ;  and, 
though  this  might  probably  be  the  cafe  in 
the  earlier  flage  of  the  difeafe,  yet  the  feat 
of  the  pain,  and  the  circumfcribed  nature  of 
the  tumour,  from  the  firft,  ftrengthened  the 
fufpicion  of  an  enlarged  ovary, and  announced 
an  unfavourable  prognoftic  very  early.  The 
fwelling  gradually  enlarged,  and  in  the  fpace 
of  a  year,  the  whole  abdomen  became  hard, 
while  the  tumefaftion  of  the  cellular  mem¬ 
brane  in  general  fubfided,  and  the  body  and 
limbs  (except  the  ancles,  which  had  ever  been 
fubjcct  to  fwell)  became  gradually  emaciated, 
and  finally,  to  an  extraordinary  degree. 

During 
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1 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  years  1785 

and  178a,  notwithstanding  the  vaft  bulk  of 

the  body,  the  was  able  to  take  the  air  in  a 

carriage;  and  almoft  daily  to  walk  a  little 

w  ly,  and  her  general  health  was  confiderably 

better  than  in  the  early  {fate  of  the  difeafe* 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  178 6  however, 

the  legs  fwelled  enormoufiy,  broke,  and 

difcharged,  but  without  any  iignal  benefit, 

or  diminution  of  fize  in  the  body.  For  near 

* 

a  month  before  her  death,  the  mouth  and 
fauces,  as  has  been  obferved  in  fimilar  cafes, 
iecame  highly  apthous  ;  and  this  affeflion 
gradually  increafing,  (he  funk  under  her  ac¬ 
cumulated  calamities,  and  died  January  the 
30th,  1787,  in  the  45th  year  of  her  age. 

1 

Appearances  on  opening  the  Body . 

Upon  punfluring  the  abdomen  with  the 
trocar,  a  Tmall  quantity  of  a  glairy  light- 
brown  coloured  liquor  iifued  forth.  After 
the  integuments  were  laid  afide,  there  ap¬ 
peared  an  immenfe  tumour,  occupying  the 
whole  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and  which, 
from  its  bulk,  had,  in  an  extraordinary  de¬ 
gree,  deranged  the  fituation  of  the  vifcera  ; 

all 
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all  of  which,  though  they  appeared  not  to 
be  in  a  difeafed  date,  were,  from  the  total 
lofs  of  fat,  apparently  much  reduced  from 
the  natural  fize.  The  preffure  upon  them 
had  been  fo  great,  that  it  afforded  matter 
of  curious  fpeculation,  how  the  ceconomy  of 
life  had  been  carried  on  Jo  long,  under  fo 
great  an  oppreffion  and  derangement. 

The  tumour  itfelf  was  nearly  round,  and 
did  not  adhere  to  the  parietes  of  the  abdo¬ 
men,  unlefs  here  and  there  by  flight  fibrous 
connexions.  But,  at  its  origin  in  the  pelvis, 
it  was  firmly  connected  with,  or  feemed 
rather  to  proceed  from,  one  of  the  broad 
ligaments,  and  no  trace  of  the  ovary  could 
be  diftimniifhed.  The  uterus  was  flretched 

o 

and  fpread  in  an  elongated  manner,  on  one 
fide  of  the  tumour, 

This  large  body  was  of  a  flefhy  nature  ; 
and,  in  foine  parts,  of  a  feirrhous-like,  and 
almoft  tendinous  hardnefs.  It  was  made  up 
of  a  congeries  of  finaller  tumours,  from  the 
fize  of  a  nutmeg  t  o  that  of  an  egg  ;  and  many 
were  much  larger.  Thefe  were  clofely  com- 
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pacled,  and  intimately  united  to  each  other ; 
each,  however,  being  a  feparate  cell,  or  cyft, 
with  an  extremely  thick  flefhy  coat,  con¬ 
taining  in  its  cavity,  a  fmall  quantity  of  the 
glairy  fluid  before-mentioned.  In  fome  in- 
ftances,  thefe  cyfts  feemed  to  communicate 
with  each  other,  in  others  not  fo.  The 
whole  fuggefling  the  idea,  that  they  had  ori¬ 
ginally  been  hydatids,  the  coats  of  which 
had  been  gradually  thickened,  and  the  whole 
become  an  organized  mafs  of  flefh.  The 
prefture,  as  it  fhould  feem  of  the  tumour  on 
the  Ilia,  had  rendered  both  of  them  carious 
and  purulent,  and  efpecially  that  on  the  af- 
fe£led  fide.  This  mafs  was  taken  entirely  out 
of  the  body,  and  weighed  fifty-fix  pounds* 
exclufive  of  the  fluid  loft  in  the  diffeftion, 
which  might  probably  amount  to  three  or 
four  pints. 


The  firft  fymptoms  of  a  difeafed  or  drop- 
fical  ovary,  are  allowedly  very  obfeure  and 
equivocal.  Probably  in  moft  cafes  the  part 
is  fo  far  enlarged,  as  to  be  fenfible,  even 
by  its  weight,  to  the  patient  before  the  di- 
feafe  is  difcovered.  In  the  advanced  ftate. 


it 
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it  is  well  known  to  admit  of  great  variety, 
in  refpect  to  the  change  that  the  ovary  has 
undergone,  as  well  as  in  the  nature  of'  the 
contents.  In  Tome,  the  whole  forms  one 
large  bag,  or  cy II  full  of  water,  of  different 
degrees  of  fluidity,  as  in  the  afeites;  in  others, 
it  is  made  up  of  a  congeries  of  cyfls,  with 
coats  more  or  lefs  thick,  and  the  contained 
fluid  is  fometimes  glutinous  and  ropy,  and 
fometimes  of  a  fleatomatous  nature ;  in 
others,  the  whole  is  made  up  of  hydatids  : 
of  this  latter  kind,  probably,  were  the  cyfls 
deferibed  in  the  prefent  cafe  in  the  beginning 
of  the  dileafe  ;  for  that  the  tumour  origi¬ 
nated  in  the  ovary,  I  think  we  can  fcarcely 
doubt ;  from  the  ftrong  connexion  it  had 
with  the  broad  ligament  only,  and  the  im- 
poflibility  of  difeovering  any  ovary  on  that 
fide. 

Difeafes  of  this  part  arc,  unhappily,  among 
thofe  which  admit  of  fmall  relief  from  medi¬ 
cine.  It  may  indeed  too  juflly  be  doubted, 
(if  in  any  inflances  they  are  afcertainablc  in 
the  beginning)  whether  the  progrefs  of  them 
can  be  checked  by  the  power  of  phyfic. 

In 
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In  the  later  periods,  phyficians  but  too  fre¬ 
quently  experience  the  inefficacy  of  their  art. 
Palliative  relief  is  then  only  to  be  expefted ; 
for  what  medicine  could  avail  againft  the 
increafe  of  an  organized  mafs  of  flefli,  which 
feemed  at  lad,  indeed,  to  be  bounded  only 
by  the  incapacity  of  the  abdomen  to  admit 
of  farther  enlargement  ? 

In  the  prefent  cafe,  while  the  tumour  was 
not  extraordinarily  larger,  and  the  cellular 
membrane  was  loaded,  diuretics  of  various 
kinds  were  adminidered,  upon  cafual  dimi¬ 
nutions  of  the  renal  fecretion,  with  fuccefs. 
As  the  emaciated  date  came  on,  they  were 
more  difufed,  and  gentle  opening  medicines 
procured  temporary  alleviations. 

It  has  been  ufual  to  confider  and  deno¬ 
minate  all  general  enlargements  of  the  ab¬ 
domen  as  dropfies  ;  and  to  this  term,  among 
people  at  large,  is  even  annexed  the  idea  of 
water  in  the  cavity.  Were  the  prejudices  of 
mankind  fo  far  overcome,  as  to  allow  of  more 
frequent  di  (lections,  the  diagnoftics  of  the 
feveral  kinds  of  dropfies  and  tumours  of  the 

abdomen 
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abdomen  might  become,  if  not  fixed,  at  lead 
much  more  probably  afcertainable  ;  and  a 
jufi  prognofiic  fecured  by  the  pra&itioner, 
not  lefs  advantageous  to  his  reputation,  than 
to  the  general  advancement  of  the  art.  Much 
injudicious  and  fruitlefs  application  of  me¬ 
dicine  would  be  prevented,  and  not  unfre- 
quently,  the  unavailing  operation  of  the  pa- 
racentefis,  by  which  the  fate  of  the  patient 
lias  doubtlefs  been  often  accelerated. 

It  would  be  tedious  and  unnecetfary  to 
quote  a  number  of  authors  for  cafes  of  this 
kind.  They  are  frequent  in  the  writers  of 
pathological  obfervations,  and  in  the  Sepul- 
chreta  of  Bonitas,  and  others.  The  Philo- 
fophical  Tranfaflions,  and  the  London  Me^ 
dical  Obfervations,  contain  feveral ,  but 
above  all,  the  Hifloria  Anatomico-Medica 
of  Lieutaud,  abounds  with  them,  under  the 
heads  Ovaria  Tumentia,  Ingentia,  Scirrhofa, 
&c.  Yet,  among  all  thefe,  I  do  not  meet 
with  any,  in  which  the  wdiole  tumour  was 
fo  entirely  compofed  of  an  hard  flefhy  tub- 
flance,  as  in  that  of  the  prefent  intlance  ; 
fince  1  think,  from  the  bell  computation  I 


am 
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am  able  to  make,  that  the  whole  could  not 
contain  five  or  fix  pints  of  fluid. 

From  this  circumfiance,  the  difeafe  in  its 
laft  fiage,  however  connected  originally  with 
a  dropfical  caufe,  will  be  found  in  the  fyf- 
tems  of  modern  nofologifts,  under  the  term 
phyfeonia  ;  of  which  genus  Sauvages,  Cul¬ 
len,  and  Sagar  enumerate  fourteen  or  fifteen 
fpecies  ;  deriving  the  fpecific  name  and  dif- 
tinftion,  from  the  different  vifeera,  or  parts 
from  which  they  originate. 

Sauvages,  after  quoting  the  cafe  mention¬ 
ed  by  Monro  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Ef- 
fays,  Vol.  vi.  produces  one  from  Horflius 
in  which,  though  not  arifing  from  the  ova¬ 
rium,  the  tumour  was  equal  to  that  I  have 
defenbed,  fince  it  weighed  fifty-fix  pounds, 
and  was  of  a  flrong,  flefhy  and  feirrhous 
fub fiance.  It  was  connefted  with  the  fto- 
mach,  and  is  referred  to  the  phyfeonia  omen- 
talis. 


* 


Nofol.  Method,  Vol.  ii.  p.  485. 


In 
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In  Morgagni’s  book,  Dc  Caufis  et  Sedibus 
Morborum,  the  reader  will  meet  with  much 
fatisfa&ory  information  on  this  head.  This 
author  deferibes  a  *  cafe  in  which  the  ova¬ 
rium  weighed  twenty-four  pounds.  This 
tumour  was  unconne£ted,  except  with  the 
left  fide  of  the  uterus,  and  was  compofcd  of 
veficles  of  unequal  magnitudes. 

I  may  refer  alfo  to  an  inftance  in  the 
Philofophical  Tranfa£Hons,  communicated 
by  Dr.  Short +,  in  which  the  right  ovary  was 
found  diftended  into  a  fac,  containing  a  large 
quantity  of  fluid  ;  and  the  left  was  enlarged, 
and  formed  a  cyflic  tumour,  which  weighed 
twenty  pounds.  Lieutaud,  among  many 
others,  from  a  variety  of  authors,  cites  a 
cafe  from  Vater,  of  a  woman  who  died  at 
the  age  of  fixty  years,  after  having  laboured 
under  what  was  called  a  dropfy  for  the  lafl 
ten,  in  whom  the  right  ovary  had  increafed 
to  fuch  a  magnitude,  as  to  weigh  upwards  of 
one  hundred  pounds^. 

*  Epift.  xxxix.  §  39.  t  Vol.  xlii.  p.  223. 

X  I  lift.  Anatomico-Mcdic.  lib.  1.  obf.  1487. 
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ARTICLE  XXIV. 

An  Account  of  a  fingular  Cafe  of  obf  ridded  De¬ 
glutition, ,  by  David  Rayford,  of  Lewes, 
M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  and  C.  M.  S.  Communi¬ 
cated  by  Nathaniel  H  ULME,  M.  Do 
F.  M.  S.  and  Phyfician  to  the  Charter-Houfe y 


Read  July  2 ,  1787. 


ANE  FORDHAM,  was  born  at  Baden-- 


bourn,  near  Royfton,  in  Hertfordfhire, 
in  the  laft  year  of  the  laft  century.  From 
her  infancy  die  was  obferved  to  have  fome 
difficulty  in  fwailowing;  but  it  was  not  much 
attended  to,  till  (he  entered  into  her  thir¬ 
teenth  year,  when  (lie  firft  experienced  thofe 
fymptoms  which  commonly  precede  the  erup¬ 
tion  of  the  menfes.  At  this  time  it  became 
fo  confiderable  as  induced  her  to  have  re- 
courle  to  medicine  for  relief;  but  (he  received 
no  fenlible  benefit  from  any  thing,  except 


repeated 
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repeated  bleeding.  Every  month  fhe  was 
under  the  neceffity  of  lofing  blood  once,  or 
oftener,  according  to  circumhances,  lor  with¬ 
out  it  (he  could  not  fwallow  but  with  extreme 
difficulty,  and  a  dread  of  aftual  ftrangulation 
upon  every  attempt.  She  went  on  in  this 
way,  with  the  difeafe  gradually  increafing  for 
many  years,  during  which  time  (he  conflantly 
obferved,  that  her  difficulty  of  fwallowing 
was  incrcafed  by  violent  excrcife,  and  as  file 
expreffed  herfelf,  by  every  thing  that  heated 
her  blood ;  fo  that  ffic  was  frequently  obliged 
to  lofe  blood  once  or  twice  in  the  intervals  of 
the  month.  The  neceffity  for  the  hated 
monthly  bleedings  was  probably  owing  to  a 
defeat  of'  the  catamenia,  as  they  never  made 
their  appearance  till  after  her  marriage,  which 
took  place  in  the  28th  year  of  her  age. 
About  this  time  (he  removed  to  Linton,  in 
Cambridgefhire,  where  her  complaints  gra¬ 
dually  increafed  for  a  number  of  years.  She 
became  incapable  of  taking  down  nourifh- 
ment  to  fupport  her  llrength,  and  was  at 
length  admitted  into  the  parifh  workhoufc, 
in  confequcnce  of  being  difabled  by  weak- 
nefs  from  providing  for  her  own  mainte¬ 
nance. 
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nance.  From  this  time  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  procuring  a  more  accurate  account  of  her 
cafe ;  and  the  furgeon  who  attended  the  work- 
houfe  favoured  me  with  the  following  parti¬ 
culars. 

For  the  laft  twenty  years  of  her  life  this 
poor  creature  could  fcarcely,  from  day  to 
day,  mufter  up  refolution  to  force  down  food 
to  prevent  her  ftarving,  fo  much  was  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  fwallowing  now  increafed.  This 
difficulty  fhe  deferibed  as  arifing  from  an 
obftruftion  in  that  part  of  the  cefophagus, 
which  is  oppofite  the  firfl  bone  of  the  ffer- 
num.  Hie  food  did  not  return  when  it  came 
to  that  place;  but  feemed  to  make  a  mo¬ 
mentary  flop  :  and  in  the  inffant  fhe  felt  an 
inexpreffible  fomething  approaching  to  flran- 
gulation  or  fuffocation,  which  fhe  could  only 
compare  to  what  fhe  conceived  of  the  ago¬ 
nies  of  death.  Upon  thefe  occafions  fhe  al¬ 
ways  experienced  violent  palpitations  of  the 
heart :  and  from  the  extraordinary  motions 
of  this  organ  fhe  formed  an  opinion  of  her 
own  cafe,  which  is  worth  mentioning,  not 
only  for  its  fingularity,  but  becaufe  it  may 
Vol.  II.  T  convey 
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convey  fome  idea  of  the  peculiarity  of  her 
fenfations.  She  fancied  that  (lie  nourifhed 
within  her  a  voracious  animal,  and  attributed 
all  her  uneafinefs  to  the  fury  with  which  this 
half-flarved  monfter  fell  upon  each  morfel  in 
it’s  paffage  to  the  flomach.  Different  kinds 
of  food  made  no  fenfible  difference  in  the 
effefls,  except  that  folids  gave  her  lefs  un¬ 
eafinefs  than  fluids :  for  which  reafon  (he 
took  very  fparingly  of  the  latter.  As  her 
complaints  were  continually  aggravated,  ra¬ 
ther  than  diminifhed  by  time,  fhe  became  at 
length  unable  to  ftruggle;  and  being  worn 
out  with  fatigue  and  famine  (for  it  is  afferted 
that  fhe  fcarcely  fwallowed  a  fingle  morfel  for 
the  laft  three  weeks  of  her  life,)  fhe  funk 
into  her  grave  in  the  beginning  of  February, 
1761. 

1 

I  was  by  accident  upon  the  fpot  at  the 
time  of  her  death;  and  having  heard  the 
above  hiffory  of  her  cafe,  I  felt  myfelf  in- 
terefled  in  making  a  further  enquiry  into  the 
caufc  of  the  obflruftion  by  an  examination 
of  the  dead  body. 


It 


275 


Medical  Society  of  London. 

It  was  not  thought  necefiary  to  open  the 
head,  as  there  was  no  reafon  to  expe6i  any 
mifchief  in  that  part.  The  cavities  of  the 
thorax  and  abdomen  were  fully  examined; 
but  to  my  great  difappointment,  neither  in 
them  nor  in  the  cefophagus,  or  parts  adjacent, 
was  there  the  fmalleft  appearance  of  difeafe, 
except  emaciation  in  the  extreme  may  be 
thought  to  deferve  the  name.  At  length  by 
mere  accident  I  difcovered  an  extraordinary 
lufus  naturee  in  the  difpofition  of  the  right 
fubclavian  artery,  which  will  eafily  be  under- 
ftood  by  the  references  to  the  annexed 
figures.* 


FIGURE  I. 

A.  An  anterior  view  of  the  body  of  the  heart. 

B.  The  trunk  of  the  pulmonary  artery. 

C.  The  right,  auricle. 

D.  The  defcending  cava  entering  the  right  auricle. 

E.  The  left  auricle. 

F.  The  pulmonary  veins  entering  the  left  auricle. 

G.  The 

*  The  original  preparation  from  whence  the  drawing 
annexed  was  taken,  is  in  the  pofTeflion  of  John  Hunter, 
Efq.  T  2 
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It  fliould  feem  that  this  peculiar  origin 
and  courle  of  the  right  fubclavian  artery  has 

hitherto 

G.  The  aorta  afeendens. 

Ii.  The  aorta  cut  off,  at  the  part  where  it  firfl  adopts  the 
name  of  defeendens. 

I.  The  right  carotid  artery. 

J.  The  left  carotid  artery. 

K.  The  left  fubclavian  artery. 

L.  The  trachea. 

M.  The  ccfophagus. 

N. O.  'The  right  fubclavian  artery  arifing  from  the  poflc- 

rior  part  of  the  aorta,  behind  and  on  the  left 
hand  of  the  left  fubclavian  artery.  In  eroding 
from  the  left  to  the  right  fide  it  palfes  behind 
the  three  vefTcls  I.  J.  K.  which  arife  from  the 
curvature  of  the  aorta,  and  infmuates  itfelf  be¬ 
tween  the  tiachea  and  oefophagus  L.  M.  The 
trachea  therefore  occupied  a  fpace,  which  is  left 
between  this  extraordinary  veffel  and  the  other 

J 

alcending  branches  of  the  aorta. 


% 


FIGURE  II. 

Rcprefents  a  poflerior  view  of  the  arch  of  the  aorta,  and 
the  four  afeending  branches  before  deferibed,  with  the 
trachea  and  ccfophagus,  the  fame  parts  are  marked 
with  the  lame  letters  as  in  the  preceding  figure,  N.  O. 
point  out  the  right  fubclavian  artery  as  before,  the  origin 
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hitherto  efcaped  the  obfervation  of  anato¬ 
mies,  otherwife  in  all  probability  it  would 
have  been  recorded,  if  not  for  its  own  fingu- 

o 

larity,  at  leaft  for  the  confequences,  which 
muft  naturally  follow  from  it.  It  is  impofti- 
ble  to  fuppofe  the  acl  of  deglutition  performed 
in  this  cafe,  without  a  certain  degree  of  pref- 
fure  upon  the  artery,  where  it  pafles  between 
the  trachea  and  cefophagus.  Hence  muft  « 
arife  an  interruption  of  the  circulation,  which 
in  lo  large  an  artery,  and  fo  near  the  heart, 
could  fcarcely  fail  of  exciting  very  difagree- 
able  fenfations. 

The  degree  of  preflure  muft  neceftarily 
vary  in  proportion  to  the  bulk  of  the  morfel 

T  3  tranfmitted, 

of  which  is  here  diffin&ly  fecn.  The  extremity  O.  was 
in  the  natural  hate  thrown  further  back,  and  confequently 
at  a  greater  diffance  from  the  right  carotid  artery  than 
can  be  well  expreffed  by  the  drawing;  for  the  velTel  in  its 
courfe  from  N.  to  O.  runs  nearly  or  altogether  in  the 
tranfverfe  line  of  the  body  ;  but  the  three  ramifications 
which  arife  from  the  curvature  of  the  aorta  are  difpofed 
obliquely,  fo  that  the  firfl  is  anterior  to  the  fecond,  and 
the  fecond  to  the  third.  This  circumftance  explains  the 
manner  in  which  room  was  left  for  the  paffage  of  the 
trachea. 
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tranfmitted,  the  fulnefs  of  the  artery,  and  the 
refinance  of  the  trachea;  and  this  exaftly 
correfponds  with  the  hillory  of  the  above 
cale.  In  infancy,  the  obflruftion  was  fmall, 
becaufe  the  trachea  was  foft  and  flexible.  As 
file  approached  to  maturity,  the  difficulty  of 
fwallowing  increafed  ;  but  in  the  plethoric 
fiate  only,  was  it  difireffing.  As  flic  advanced 
in  years,  the  trachea  became  gradually  more 
and  more  rigid ;  and  every  care  and  attention 
proved  infufficient  to  retard  the  progrefs  of 
the  fymptoms,  which  of  courfe  finally  termi¬ 
nated  in  death. 

She  fwal lowed  folids  more  eafily  than 
fluids,  and  probably  for  this  reafon;  that  in 
the  common  way  of  drinking,  a  more  per¬ 
manent  prefiure  was  made  upon  the  artery 
by  the  fucceffive  column  of  fluid,  than  there 
was  by  a  folid  bolus  inftantaneoufly  paffing, 
and  the  fize  of  which  {he  could  regulate  at 
pleafure. 

If  the  reafoning  which  I  have  ufed  upon 
this  occafion,  be  at  all  conclufive,  and  the 
unufual  fituation  of  the  right  fubclavian  ar¬ 
tery 
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tcry  be  confidered  as  the  foie  caufe  of  the 
obftruciion  in  deglutition;  a  new  fpecies  of 
dyfphagia  is  hereby  eftablifhed,  which  may 
be  called  luforia,  from  the  Lufus  Naturae, 
that  gives  rife  to  it. 

To  diftinguifh  this  fpecies  of  dyfphagia 
in  praftice  will  be  no  very  difficult  matter, 
if  a  little  attention  be  paid  to  the  hiftory 
of  the  preceding  cafe.  I  have  purpofely 
drawn  it  out  with  a  degree  of  minutenefs, 
which  might  appear  tedious  and  offenfive, 
were  it  not  in  a  great  meafure  neceffary 
in  pointing  out  the  difference  between  this 
and  all  other  known  caufes  of  obftrufted  de¬ 
glutition.  I  have  thought  this  the  more  ne¬ 
ceffary,  becaufe  I  am  fully  perfuaded  that  this 
variety  is  no  very  rare  occurrence,  notwith- 
ftanding  it  has  hitherto  remained  unnoticed. 
I  have  met  with  it  once  befides  in  a  fcetal 
fubjeft.  Whether  the  artery  in  this  latter 
cafe  pall  between  the  trachea  and  cefophagus, 
or  between  the  cefophagus  and  fpine,  I  can¬ 
not  precifely  determine,  as  I  did  not  examine 
the  parts  in  their  natural  fituation.  1  was 
making  a  corroded  preparation  of  the  fcetal 

heart, 
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heart;  and  had  no  fufpieion  ofthe  peculiarity 
till  the  preparation  was  completed.  A  con- 
fiderable  fpace  was  then  obfervable  between 
this  extraordinary  artery,  and  the  three  afcend- 
ing  ramifications  of  the  aorta;  and  this  (pace 
was  in  the  natural  fiatc  undoubtedly  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  trachea  alone,  or  the  trachea  and 
oefophagus  conjointly. 

This  fecond  infiance  of  this  remarkable 
lulus  naturae,  difeovered  like  the  former  by 
mere  accident,  may  ferve  to  jufiify  the  opi¬ 
nion  I  have  jull  now  given,  that  the  occur¬ 
rence  probably  is  not  extremely  rare  and 
uncommon.  This  is  the  more  to  be  pre¬ 
fumed,  as  it  is  but  now  and  then  that  oppor¬ 
tunities  olfer  for  making  an  anatomical  en¬ 
quiry  into  the  caufes  of  difeafes  ;  and  in  this 
particular  infiance  how  eafily  might  the 
caule  be  palled  over,  even  where  it  really 
did  fubfill  May  not  fuch  cafes  have  often 
been  confidered  as  fpalmodic  ? 

I  lhall  briefly  colle6t  into  one  view  the 
leading  characlerillics  of  the  dyfphagia  lu- 
foria,  that  they  may  be  more  eafily  con- 

trafted 
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trailed  with  die  fymptoms  of  the  fame  com¬ 
plaint  arifing  from  different  caufes. 

I.  It  will  be  found  to  have  fubfifted  in  a 

flight  degree,  even  from  childhood. 

# 

II.  There  will  be  a  progreffive  increafe  of 
the  fymptoms,  with  an  occafional  aggrava¬ 
tion  from  plethora,  and  diminution  from  ab- 
ftinence  and  evacuations. 

III.  The  obftruftion  will  always  happen 
nearly  or  altogether  in  the  fame  place  ;  name¬ 
ly,  in  the  very  upper  part  of  the  thorax. 

IV.  Let  the  diftrefs  in  fwallowing  be  ever 
fo  great,  the  food  will  not  commonly  return 
by  the  fauces. 

V.  andlaflly.  The  a6l  of  deglutition  will 
not  be  accompanied  with  pain  or  forenefs, 
but  extreme  anxiety  and  violent  palpitations 
of  the  heart.  Whether  the  pulfe  in  the  right 
wrifl  will  be  fenfibly  affefted  upon  thefe  oc- 
cafions,  or  whether  the  irregular  motions  of 
the  heart  may  make  fuch  affe£lions  obfeure 

and 
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and  indiflinft,  mud  be  left  to  future  expe¬ 
rience  to  determine. 

If  the  caufe  is  afeertained  in  the  living 
body,  perhaps  methods  might  be  difeo- 
vered  to  prolong  life,  or  at  leafl  to  ren¬ 
der  it  more  comfortable  than  it  proved  in 
the  melancholy  cafe  before  us.  It  is  podible 
we  know  to  afford  fome  nourifhment  by 
fumes,  by  baths,  and  by  clyflcrs  ;  and  per¬ 
haps  it  may  be  found  prafticable  to  convey 
nutritious  fluids  into  the  flomach,  by  means 
of  a  flexible  tube  palled  beyond  the  obdruc- 
tion.  As  the  parts  are  in  a  found  date,  the 
ufe  of  the  tube  will  not  be  attended  with  the 
fame  difficulties  as  in  the  common  cafe  of 
dyfphagia;  and  there  is  room  to  exp  eft  ad¬ 
vantage  from  a  mechanical  remedy,  where 
the  complaint  is  derived  from  a  mechanical 
caufe,  and  not  from  real  difeafe. 
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ARTICLE  XXV. 

Of  the  Cure  of  the  Jaundice  by  a  particular 
Mode  of  Treatment,  by  James  Sims,  M.D. 
F.  A.  S.  and  Prejident  of  the  Medical  So¬ 
ciety. 

Read  July  31ft,  1788. 

EVERY  one  acquainted  with  the  jaun¬ 
dice  knows,  that  it  arifes  from  a  great 
variety  of  caufes,  and  that  confequently  a 
great  variety  of  remedies  have  been  recom¬ 
mended  for  its  cure.  The  following  method 
of  treating  it  is  however  little  known,  the 
only  publication  concerning  it  being  con¬ 
tained  in  the  works  of  a  late  eminent  and 
learned  Divine,  where  few  phyficians  would 
think  ol  fearching  for  any  thing  medical.  I 
mean  that  bed  of  men,  the  Reverend  Philip 
Skelton,  the  advifer  of  my  early  youth,  and 
friend  of  my  maturer  age,  the  anecdotes  of 
whofe  tranfeendent  philanthrophy  would  fill 
volumes,  but  his  praife  will  be  bell  known 

when 
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when  the  fervile  flattering  monuments  of 
time,  though  on  the  hardeft  (lone  or  metal, 
fhall  have  paffed  away.  In  the  fifth  volume 
of  the  works  of  that  excellent  man,  there  is 
fome  account  of  a  well  or  pool  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Monaghan,  famous  for  curing  the 
jaundice.  From  this,  together  with  my  own 
obfervations,  the  following  account  is  taken. 
This  well,  which  is  called  Grallibois  (or  yel¬ 
low  pool)  is  fituated  near  the  public  road 
from  Clones  to  Monaghan,  about  three  miles 
from  the  former.  It  is  about  a  foot  and  half 
in  depth,  and  five  feet  acrofs.  Having  no 
fpring  in  itfelf,  it  is  wholly  fupplied  with 
water  from  a  rivulet,  which  runs  within  three 
feet  of  it,  and  which  derives  its  origin  from 
an  adjacent  turf  bog.  In  this  pool  the  pa¬ 
tient,  firipped  to  his  fhirt,  is  feated,  whilfl 
the  water  is  plentifully  heaved  upon  his  head 
and  body.  Thus  thoroughly  wet,  and  dill 
keeping  on  the  wet  linen,  he  is  put  to  bed  in 
fome  neighbouring  houfe,  on  which  a  mod 
profufe  fweat  breaks  out,  and  continues 
without  the  ufe  of  any  farther  means,  for  a 
great  many  hours.  The  relief  is  often  fo  lud- 
den,  as  to  produce  a  drong  craving  for  food 
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as  foon  as  he  rifes  from  bed.  This  opera¬ 
tion  is  repeated  thrice  in  order  to  complete 
the  cure.  There  is  a  part  of  the  procefs 
which  I  have  not  mentioned,  becaule  it  may 
only  raife  a  fmile  of  ridicule ;  yet  when  we 
conlider  the  powerful  effe£t  of  the  imagina¬ 
tion  upon  jaundiced  patients,  the  fuperfli- 
tious  rite  of  hanging  up  a  rag  torn  from 
their  clothes  upon  a  neighbouring  alder  tree, 
may  not  be  wholly  without  its  ufe. 

As  to  the  efficacy  of  this  method  of  cure, 
Mr.  Skelton  fays,  that  u  great  members  have 
bathed  in  this  well  for  the  jaundice,  and  been 
cured,  from  time  immemorial  (to  his  certain 
knowledge,  for  more  than  forty  years),  after 
trying  all  other  methods  recommended  by 
their  friends  and  phyficians,  but  in  vain. 
There  is  not  a  year  wherein  cures  enough 
are  not  performed  here,  to  give  this  water 
a  vogue,  fuperior  to  all  other  remedies  in 
this  diforder,  had  it  never  been  reforted  to 
before.  People  of  all  ranks  and  conditions, 
and  under  all  circumftances  and  flakes  of 
the  diforder,  excepting  fuch  as  are  far  gone 
in  a  black  jaundice,  come  hither  extremely 

ill 
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ill,  and  go  away  in  a  few  days  perfeflly 
well.  T  he  notoriety  of  this  is  lo  eftablifhed 
throughout  the  whole  country,  for  twenty 
miles  round  (and  to  a  much  greater  didance 
among  the  acquaintances  of  luch  as  have 
come  from  other  countries  to  be  cured)  that 
it  is  wholly  needlefs  to  adign  particular  in- 
dances.  A  very  great  number  fell  within 
his  own  knowledge,  and  fome  of  perfons 
who  were  growing  black.  He  adds,  “  that 
not  one  of  the  patients  who  have  gone  thro’ 
with  this  extraordinary  method  of  cure,  ever 
complains  of  the  flighted:  cold  in  confe- 
quence  of  it,  and  that  the  “  fafts  in  this 
narrative  are  incontedibly  and  notorioufly 
true/’ 

As  to  my  own  knowlege  of  this  well,  I 
mud:  remark,  that  living  out  of  the  fphere 
of  its  fame,  and  not  being  fo  fanguine  in  my 
expe&ations  of  its  efficacy  as  my  late  worthy 
friend,  I  had  not  many  indances  of  its  vir¬ 
tue  that  came  within  my  own  obfervation, 
and  as  thefe  were  not  attended  with  anv 

J 

thing  uncommon,  I  (hall  forbear  mention¬ 
ing  them  ;  but  (hall  give  two  indances  where 

different 
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different  water  was  fuccefsfully  ufed  in  a 
fimilar  way.  Havirig,  wherever  I  heard  this 
pool  mentioned,  given  it  as  my  opinion  that 
bog  water,  or  perhaps  any  {oft  water  ufed  in 
a  fimilar  manner,  would  have  the  fame  ef¬ 
fect,  a  lady  who  was  applied  to  by  a  poor 
neighbour  for  money  to  carry  her  jaundiced 
child  to  Grallibois,  was  induced  to  try  the 
experiment.  She  therefore  told  the  poor 
perfon,  that  fhe  had  a  quantity  of  the  wTater 
in  her  houfe,  and  fent  her  a  number  of  bot¬ 
tles  of  bog  water  carefully  fealed,  which,  on 
being  ufed  in  the  manner  already  dire&ed, 
had  the  defired  effefiL  This  juflifiable  de¬ 
ception  has  been,  I  fince  find,  praftifed 
more  than  once  with  the  beft  fuccefs.  The 

i 

other  inftance  could  not  be  fo  managed. 
A  middle  aged  man,  who  applied  to  me  in  a 
mod  inveterate  jaundice,  wifhed  to  go  to  the 
well,  but  had  neither  means  nor  ftrength  to 
undertake  the  journey,  I  told  him  my  opi¬ 
nion  as  to  common  bog  water,  and  at  laft 
prevailed  upon  him  to  try  it.  I  recollect 
that  the  fweat  produced  each  time  of  bath¬ 
ing,  was  the  mod  copious  I  had  ever  known, 

and 
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and  lafled  for  eighteen  hours  ;  and  in  the 
end  he  got  rid  of  a  difeafe  which  I  looked 
upon  as  incurable. 


ARTICLE  XXVI. 


Medical  Cautions  and  Remarks,  particularly 
relative  to  Pulmonary  D  if  order s ;  by  Tho¬ 
mas  Per  civ  al,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  A.S.  and 
C.  M.  S.  London  ;  F.  R.  S.  and  R.  M.  S. 
Edinburgh  ;  Member  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
Medicine  at  Paris  ;  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
Agriculture  at  Lyons  ;  and  of  the  American 
Philofophical  Society  at  Philadelphia .  Commu - 
nicated by  J.  C.  Lettsom,  M.  D.  GV. 

Read  Auguft  1 1,  1788. 


NE  QUID  FALSI  DICER  E  AUDEAT;  NE  QUID  VERl 

$ 

NON  AUDEAT. 

Cicero. 


SUCCESS  in  the  alleviation,  or  removal 
of  pain  and  ficknefs,  is  lo  pleafing  to 
humanity,  that  it  is  always  recorded  with  fa- 
tisfaftion,  and  received  with  applaufe.  We 
cannot  wonder,  therefore,  at  the  numerous 

recitals 
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recitals  of  it  in  the  annals  of  phyfic  ;  whilft 
difappointment  is  rarely  mentioned,  and  er¬ 
ror  is  affiduoufly  concealed.  Yet  though 
the  profeffors  of  the  healing  art  are  acknow¬ 
ledged  to  hold  the  firfl  rank  in  erudition, 
they  have  affuredly  no  claim  to  infallibility  ; 
nor  does  it  imply  difparagement  to  albert, 
that  the  farther  their  knowledge  and  ex¬ 
perience  are  enlarged,  the  more  they  will 
perceive  and  lament  the  imperfection  of 
lcience  and  the  inefficacy  of  medicine.  Cre¬ 
dulity  is  often  fucceeded  by  fcepticifm;  and 
the  young  phyfician,  who  repeatedly  feels  his 
benevolence  fruflrated,  and  his  confidence 
deceived,  may  be  tempted  either  to  relinquiffi 
his  profeffion,  or  fordidly  to  purfue  it,  for  the 
emoluments  only  which  it  yields.  A  candid 
avowal  of  fimilar  mortifications,  by  thofe  who 
are  more  advanced  in  pra biice,  would  tend 
to  fatisfy  the  mind,  to  refirain  unreal  enable 
expebiations  of  fuccefs,  and  even  to  promote 
it  powerfully,  though  indireblly,  by  pointing 
out  the  way  in  which  it  is  not  to  be  attained. 
Many  of  the  principles  of  phyfic  may  be 
deemed  demonftrative ;  but  the  application 
of  them  refts  on  no  other  evidence  than  pro- 
Vol.  II.  U  bability. 
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bability .  In  different  cafes  this  evidence 

varies  in  degree ;  and  we  are  juflified  in 
acting  according  to  that  degree  which  every 
individual  cafe  affords.  The  fame  obler- 
vation  may  be  extended  to  politics  and  mo¬ 
rality,  fciences  which  are  often  clearly  tin- 
derllood  in  theory,  but  egregioufly  mifufed 
in  the  conduct  of  life.  In  the  fludy  of  the 
human  frame,  either  corporeal  or  mental,  we 
proceed  analytically,  dif feeling  the  feveral 
parts  of  which  it  conlifts,  and  dilci  iminating 
their  properties,  relations,  and  dependencies. 
But  it  is  by  the  contrary  procefs  that  we  form 
maxims  of  behaviour,  moral  judgments,  and 
therapeutic  rules.  And  it  fometimes  requires 
the  moll  comprehenfive  knowledge,  united 
with  the  acuteff  difeernment,  to  deduce  juff 
conclufions  from  premifes  at  once  intricate 
and  multifarious.  As  the  philofophcr  and 
politician  therefore  may,  without  a  blulh, 
confefs  their  miftakes  concerning  charac¬ 
ters,  actions,  and  events  ;  fo  the  phyfician 
ought  to  indulge  no  apprehenfion  of  doing 
injury  to  his  own  reputation,  or  to  that  of 
another,  by  revealing,  on  proper  occafions, 
profeffional  difappointments.  Cscfar  has  re¬ 
lated 
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lated  the  faults  committed  by  him,  in  the 
Wars  of  Gaul.  Frederick  the  Great,  of  Pruf- 
fia,  has  followed  this  noble  example  of  can¬ 
dour  and  public  fpirit.  And  Hippocrates* 
who,  as  abenefadtor  to  mankind,  ranks  higher 
than  either  of  them,  records  a  dangerous  er¬ 
ror  into  which  he  had  fallen,  that  his  cotem¬ 
poraries  and  poflerity  might  guard  againft 
it*.  But  without  pleading  further  argu¬ 
ments  or  authorities,  I  fhall  lay  before  the 
Medical  Society  a  few  cautions  and  remarks  ; 
alfured  of  indulgence  in  that  freedom,  which 
is  warranted  by  good  intention  and  the  love 
of  truth. 

» 

A  phyfician  of  probity  will  feel  himfelf 
accountable  for  the  omiffions,  as  well  as 
commiffions,  which  may  occur  in  the  courfe 
of  his  practice  ;  fmee  fuccefs  or  difappoint- 

*  Auturis  fe  deceptum  efle  Hippocrates  memoriae  tra- 
didit,  more  fcilicet  magnorum  virorum,  et  fiduciam  mag- 
narum  rerum  habendum.  Nam  levia  ingema,  quia  mini 
habent,  nihil  fibi  detrahunt.  Magno  ingenio,  multaquc 
nihilominus  babituro,  convenit  etiam  temper  veri  erroris 
confeftio ;  praecipueque  in  eo  minifterio,  quod  utilitatis 
caufa  pofteris  traditur ;  ne  qui  decipiantur  eadem  ratione, 
qua  quis  ante  deceptus  eft.  Cels.  lib.  viii.  cap.  4. 

U  2  nient. 
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ment,  recovery  or  death,  may  be  the  refult 
of  the  one,  as  well  as  o(  the  other.  Several 
years  ago  I  attended  a  gentleman,  labouring 
under  a  peripneumony.  lie  was  very  cor¬ 
pulent,  and  the  difficulty  of  breathing  and 
inflammatory  fymptoms  required  immediate 
venaefediion.  The  furgeon,  though  a  man  of 
(kill  in  his  profeffion,  twice  attempted,  with¬ 
out  effeft,  to  open  a  vein  in  the  arm.  He 
then  bound  up  the  other  arm  ;  but  juff  as  the 
point  of  the  lancet  was  applied  to  make  the 
orifice,  the  patient  flruggled  a  few  feconds 
and  expired.  The  ufual  means  of  refloring 
animation  were  tried  to  no  purpofe  ;  and  I 
was  (hocked  with  the  information,  commu¬ 
nicated  too  late,  that  the  gentleman  had  al¬ 
ways  a  flrong  dread  of  phlebotomy,  to  the  ter¬ 
rors  of  which  operation,  life,  in  this  inftance, 
was  probably  facrificed.  So  melancholy 
an  example,  I  truff,  will  ever  make  me  at¬ 
tentive  to  enquire  into  the  feelings  and  emo¬ 
tions  of  my  patients,  in  critical  circumltances, 
as  well  as  into  the  fymptoms  of  their  difeafes. 

W  henever  bleeding  is  thought  expedient, 
in  delicate  and  debilitated  fubjedis,  which  it 

is 
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is  too  often  fuppofed  to  be,  in  cafes  of  pul¬ 
monary  confumption,  if  great  timidity  pre¬ 
vail,  it  ought  to  be  deemed  a  fufficient  con- 
traindication.  I  have  feen  a  rigor  of  feveral 
hours  continuance,  and  extreme  proftration 
of  flrength,  fucceed  the  lols  of  only  two 
ounces  of  blood  in  a  lady,  who  dreaded  the 
lancet,  though  (lie  affected  to  fubmit  to  it 
with  magnanimity.  Indeed  this  very  effort 
might  contribute  to  the  injury,  by  being  too 
great  for  her  feeble  frame  of  mind  and  body. 
The  like  obfervation  may  be  applied  to  the 
ufe  of  voyages  in  this  malady.  Such  a  mean 
of  cure  Ihould  only  be  recommended,  when 
there  can  be  full  confidence  that  the  patient 
is  equal  to  the  fatigues,  and  not  difpofed  to  be 
afiefted  by  the  terrors  of  it  On  the  fame 

grounds 

D 

*  It  has  lately  been  afferted  by  DoCtor  Carmichael 
Smyth,  in  his  account  of  the  effeCts  of  twinging,  that  the 
tea  air  is  prejudicial  to  the  heCtic  and  confumptive,  and 
even  to  thofe  who  have  any  tendency  to  fuch  complaints. 
In  fome  inflances  my  experience  has  been  confonant,  in 
others  contradictory  to  his  obfervation.  The  truth  is, 
Phthifis  pulmonalis  attacks  very  different  conffitutions,  and 
originates  Irom  different  caufes.  When  labouring  under  a 
dyfpncea,  many  years  ago,  the  confequence  of  an  hamop- 
toe3  I  went  to  Scarborough  for  the  benefit  of  the  fea  air. 

U  3  Riding 
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grounds  of  reafon  and  humanity,  long  and 
painful  journiesto  Briflol,  Matlock,  and  other 
places  of  refort,  are  to  be  adopted  with  cau¬ 
tion.  Change  of  air  and  of  place  is  often 
ufeful  in  this  complaint  ;  and  I  have  gene¬ 
rally  obferved  it  to  be  mod  fuccefsful.  when 
the  medicina  mentis  has  been  the  principal 
objeft  of  it.  1  here  is  a  languor,  an  impa-r 
tience,  and  irritability,  attendant  on  fuch  in¬ 
valids,  which  is  wonderfully  alleviated  by  the 
charms  of  variety,  and  the  Toothing  influ¬ 
ence  of  rural  feenerv.  When  a  journey 
therefore  is  directed,  the  patient  Hiould  make 
frequent  hops,  and  reft  feveral  days  at  once, 
in  fuch  falubrious  flotations,  as  furnifh  com¬ 
fortable  accommodation,  and  pleading  views 
of  nature.  A  plan  like  this  is  perfectly  com¬ 
patible  with  that  gentle,  moderate  regimen 
of  diet  and  of  phyfic,  which  experience  m- 
fhu&s  us  to  be  molt  appropriate  to  the  feve- 

R'-ding  on  the  beach  always  irritated  my  lungs,  and  en- 
c  eafed  the  difficulty  of  breathing.  I  could  feufibly  per¬ 
ceive  the  acrimony  of  the  vapours  which  I  infpired 
But  on  the  hills  near  Scarborough,  and  on  any  fituation 
where  the  peculiar  odour  of  the  fhore  was  not  perceptible, 
I  felt  reirefhment  from  every  breeze  which  blew  from  the 
ocean, 
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ral  flages  of  the  phthifis  pulmonalis.  The 
extreme  antiphlogiflic  method  of  treatment, 
I  have  often  obferved  to  aggravate  the  Tuf- 
ferings  of  the  patient,  and  to  accelerate  his 
death.  In  this  malady,  inflammation  is,  per¬ 
haps,  only  an  occafional  concomitant;  for 

the  tubercles,  in  the  cellular  fubllance  of  the 

\ 

lungs,  are  found  to  be  of  a  whitifh  colour 
and  cartilaginous  hardnefs,  and  to  remain 
Tolid  till  they  attain  a  certain  fize;  matter 
then  begins  to  be  formed  in  their  center  :  as 
they  grow  larger,  fuppuration  advances  till 
they  are  converted  into  vomicae ;  but  thefe 
retain  their  white  colour  and  hard  texture, 
and  no  blood  veffels  are  to  be  feen  upon 
them,  even  when  examined  by  a  microfcope, 
after  injediing  the  lungs  from  the  pulmonary 
artery  and  vein  The  ingenious  phyfician, 
to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  fo  interefting 
an  inveftigation,  hath,  however,  informed  us, 
that  tubercles,  when  of  a  certain  bulk,  and 
vomicae  alfo,  render  the  portion  of  the  lungs, 
contiguous  to  them,  red  ;  fometimes  hard, 
impervious  to  air,  and  confequently  unfit  for 

*  See  the  valuable  extradls  from  Dr.  Stark’s  manufcripV 
Medical  Communications,  vol.  i.  p.  390. 

refpiration 
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refpiration.In  the  Rate  defcribed, local  inflam¬ 
mation  certainly  fubfiRs,  yet  from  long  and 
extenfive  experience  I  have  found,  that  it  does 
not  often  manifeft  itfelf  in  the  humid  climate 
of  Lancafhire,  bv  fuch  paroxifms  of  genuine 
peripneumonic  fever,  as  require  venaefeftion, 
or  tlie  more  active  refrigerant  medicines. 
The  degree  of  heflic  heat  is  a  fallacious  cri¬ 
terion  of  the  propriety  of  blood-letting;  and 
I  haveobferved  it  to  be  generally  augmented 
by  that  evacuation,  when  the  patient  is  of  a 
ftrumous  habit ;  when  the  hair  falls  off,  the 
nails  grow  rapidly,  and  a  confiderable  waft¬ 
ing  of  the  flefh  and  Rrength  prevails.  Under 
fuch  circumRances  alfo  I  have  felt  painful 
difappointments  in  the  ufe  of  nitre  ;  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  which,  as  a  febrifuge,  can  onlv  be 
afeertained  by  thofe,  who  have  had  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  attending  to  its  fubfequent,  as  well 
as  immediate  operation.  A  youth  in  my 
family,  fome  time  ago,  had  all  the  fymptoms 
of  a  true  he61ic ;  and  as  I  then  entertained 
a  favourable  opinion  of  this  remedy,  I  re¬ 
peatedly  adminiffered  it  to  him  in  the  dofe 
of  fifteen  grains.  rJ  he  pulfe  was  ufually  re¬ 
duced  by  it  from  no  to  90  Rrokes  in  a 

minute, 
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minute,  for  the  fpace  of  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour ;  that  is,  whilft  the  ftomach  remained 
fenfible  to  the  fedative  powers  of  the  fait. 
Eut  a  re-action  foon  fucceeded  in  the  fyftem, 
and  the  pulfe  was  frequently  quickened  to 
130  vibrations,  continuing  in  the  accele¬ 
rated  much  longer  than  in  the  retarded 
hate;  and  always  fuffering  a  permanent  di¬ 
minution  of  ftrength.  In  cafes  of  this  kind, 
certain  medicines  of  the  tonic  clafs  prove 
eventually  a  ntiphlogiftic.  A  young  lady, 
aged  fix  teen,  nearly  related  to  me,  was  in 
the  fpring  of  1785,  affected  with  pulmonic 
complaints,  which  threatened  a  phthifis.  As 
they  were  accompanied  with  great  langour 
and  debility,  I  gave  her  a  folution  of  twelve 
grains  of  myrrh,  every  fix  hours,  in  a  faline 
effervefcing  draught,  marking  the  effeft  on 
the  pulfe  with  anxious  attention.  I  fhall 
tranfcribe  from  my  notes  only  the  firft  obfer- 
vation  winch  I  made,  becaufe  each  fubfe- 
quent  one  was  fimilar  in  refult.  April  the 
20th,  half  part  feven  o’clock  in  the  evening, 
pulfe  120;  feeble;  the  draught  adminiftered. 
Ten  minutes  before  eight,  pulfe  98,  ftronger 
and  fuller;  half  pall  eight,  pulfe  100.  By 

perfeverance 
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perfevcrancc  in  the  life  of  this  remedy,  anti 
other  auxiliary  means,  the  young  lady  hap¬ 
pily  recovered  her  health  and  (trength.  Cam¬ 
phor  has  been  judly  recommended  in  the 
phthifis  pulmonalis;  but  fliould  be  given  in 
fuch  (mall  dofes,  as  not  to  offend  the  flo- 
mach.  It  combines  perfectly  with  myrrh; 
and  notwithstanding  its  fuppofed  heating 
quality,  perhaps  a£ls  rather  as  a  (edative  than 
a  (limulant  on  the  arterial  fydeng  as  feems  to 
be  evinced  by  the  following  curious  faft, 
communicated  to  me  by  my  late  friend,  Dr. 
Dobfon.  “  In  June,  1780,  three  drachms 
of  camphor  was  adminiflered  to  a  maniacal 
patient,  in  dofes  of  one  fcruple,  within  the 
(pace  of  twenty-four  hours.  The  pulfe  was 
reduced  from  80  to  70  (Irokes  in  a  minute, 
and  the  mania  was  mitigated.  The  fucceed- 
ing  day,  the  fame  quantity  was  given  in  twelve 
hours.  Profufe  fweatings  and  great  itching 
cnlued;  the  pulfe  funk  to  55;  and  the  mania 
was  cured/’  In  the  treatment  of  pulmonic 
diforders,  particular  attention  fhould  always 
be  paid  to  the  reciprocal  fympathy,  which 
fubdds  betw  een  the  (lomach,  the  lungs,  and 
the  heart.  Yv  hatever  occafions  an  agreeable 

fenfation 
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fenfation  in  the  organs  oF  digeftion,  and  at 
the  fame  time  gives  a  gentle  degree  of  tone 
to  them,  will  tend  to  abate  the  velocity  of 
the  pulfe,  and  to  check  the  violence  and  fre¬ 
quency  ot  coughing.  Porter,  on  thefe  ac¬ 
counts,  often  proves  a  grateful  and  falutary 
beverage;  and  affords  peculiar  fupport  and 
refrefhment  under  colliquative  fweats.*  But 
we  cannot,  from  the  fenfible  qualities  alone 
of  the  fubftances  to  be  adminiflered,  afcertain 
their  operation  on  this  delicate  organ,  liable 
perhaps,  in  fuch  affections,  to  peculiar  and 
anomalous  feelings.  Indeed  the  action  of 
moft  medicines  on  the  human  body  is  rather 
relative  than  abfolute;  and  cooling  or  heating, 
fedative  or  ftimulant,  are,  in  many  in  (lances, 
convertible  powers,  when  applied  to  different 
maladies,  or  to  diverfified  Hates  of  the  ner¬ 
vous  fyftem,  A  gentleman  of  rank,  in  this 
county,  was  fuppofed  to  be  in  an  advanced 
fiage  o(  what  is  termed  a  galloping  confump- 
tion,  having  an  inceffant  cough,  an  expefiora- 

*  The  colliquative  fweats  of  the  phthifis  pulmonalis  are 
much  alleviated  by  the  ufe  of  a  calico  waiffcoat  or  fliirt, 
which  has  been  fleeped  in  a  ftrong  deco&ion  of  the  bark, 
It  fhould  be  well  dried,  and  daily  renewed. 


tion 
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tion  apparently  purulent,  continued  heats, 
and  night  (weals.  Yet  his  cure  was  accoin- 
plithcd,  by  giving  wine-whey  copioudy,  and 
by  adminiftering  large  doles  of  (alt  of  hartf- 
horn  with  fpermaceti.  A  very  low  regimen 
had  been  directed  by  his  phyficians.  The 
cordial  one  was  adopted  by  degrees,  and  with 
a  cautious  obfervance  of  its  ef lefts,  which 
happilyproved  to  be,  a  progreffive  abatement 
of  the  fever,  cough,  and  (pitting,  a  gentle  fit 
of  the  gout,  to  which  the  patient  had  formerly 
been  fubjeft,  and  the  perfeft  re-eftablifliment, 
of  his  health, 

# 

In  a  curious  faft,  recorded  bv  Dr.  Mead, 
there  appears  to  have  been  an  interchange¬ 
able  relation  between  lunacy  and  the  phthifis 
pulmonalis;  the  latter  being  cured  by  theac- 
ceffion  of  the  former  malady,  and  recurring 
as  foon  as  the  brain  was  reftored  to  its  natu¬ 
ral  funftions*.  I  have  received  authentic 

information 

“  Since  tins  paper  was  written,  the  following  interefl- 
ing  tact  has  occurred  in  my  practice.  Mr.  C — s  daughter, 
aged  nine  years,  alter  labouring  under  the  fytnptorns  of 
phthifis  pulmonalis  tour  months,  was  afFe&ed  with  unufual 
pains  iii  her  head.  Tbefc  rapidly  incrcafed  to  fuch  a 
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information  of  a  (late  of  fatuity,  fubfifting 
from  infancy,  and  nearly  approaching  to 
ideotihn,  that,  after  thirty-four  years,  termi¬ 
nated  in  a  confumption  of  the  lungs,  towards 
the  fatal  clofe  of  which,  the  patient  difplayed 
a  degree  of  intelle£lual  vigour,  aftonifhing 
to  her  family  and  friends,  and  not  lefs  fo  to 
a  learned  and  judicious  clergyman,  who  vi- 
fited  her  officially,  and  who  communicated 
this  account  to  me.  Indeed,  in  a  true  hectic 
fever,  the  mental  powers  are  generally  in  a 
ftate  of  improvement;  and  it  is  the  lively 
perception  of  it,  which  probably  excites  thofe 
emotions  of  hope,  that  afford  fuch  feafonable 
fupport  and  confolation  to  the  fufferer. 
Whereas  imbecility  of  mind,  when  not  ac« 
companied  with  torpor,  is  always  charac¬ 
terized  by  dejeftion  and  defpair. 

degree  as  to  occafion  frequent  fereamings.  The  cough 
which  had  before  been  extremely  violent,  and  was  attended 
with  flitches  in  the  bread,  now  abated  ;  and  in  a  few  days 
ceafed  almofl  entirely.  The  pupils  of  die  eyes  became 
dilated  ;  a  flrabifmus  enfued  ;  and  in  about  a  week,  death 
put  a  period  to  her  agonies.  Whether  this  afFcftion  of 
the  head  arofe  from  the  effufion  of  water  or  of  blood,  is 
uncertain ;  but  its  influence  on  the  date  of  the  lungs  is 
worthy  of  notice. 


The 
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The  pathology  of  the  pulmonary  con- 
fumption  is  not  yet  afcertained,  as  will  ap¬ 
pear  from  a  review  of  the  difcordant  opinions 
of  numberlefs  writers,  from  the  time  of  Hip¬ 
pocrates  to  the  prefent  period.  The  follow¬ 
ing  propositions  may,  perhaps,  lead  to  a 
more  fuccefsful  invefligation  of  this  intcrefl- 
ing  fubject. 

Confumption,  when  it  originates  from  what 
is  termed  a  fevere  cold,  is  generally  preceded 
by  a  catarrhal  inflammation  and  fever. 

This  fever  fub Tides,  but  the  cough  conti¬ 
nues;  tubercles  are  formed;  and  a  different 
fpecies  of  fever,  or  the  true  hefiic,  takes 
place. 

•  i 

The  progrefs  to  this  fecond  rtage,  is  fre¬ 
quently  fo  flow  and  gradual,  as  not  to  be 
much  noticed.  Yet  the  he&ic  fymptoms, 
when  they  occur,  are  more  violent;  the  pro- 
fl ration  of  flrength,  marafmus,  colliquative 
fweats,  and  diarrhoea,  advance  with  greater 
rapidity,  and  terminate  fooner  in  death.  In 
fuch  cafes  the  patients  are  generally  of  a 
flrumous  habit. 


Tubercles 
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Tubercles  and  vomicse,  probably  confti- 

tute  the  charafterifiics  of  the  diforder  in  every 

* 

form;  and  in  their  aftion  they  feem  to  bear 
fome  flight  analogy  to  the  ulcers,  or  gangrene 
of  the  throat,  in  the  angina  maligna.  They 
produce  a  contamination  of  the  parts  which 
are  contiguous  to  them;  excite  inflammation 
in  the  lungs,  and  a  local  difpofition  to  fpha- 
celus;  generate  a  purulent  matter,  often  of 
an  acrimonious  quality  ;  and  deftroy  the  vital 
energy  by  a  fever  of  a  peculiar  type. 

In  the  treatment  of  hamioptvfis,  the  anti- 
phlogiflic  plan  is  now  generally  adopted  in 
mod  parts  of  England.  And  during  the  in¬ 
cipient  ftage  of  the  dilorder,  when  the  inflam¬ 
matory  diathefis  commonly  prevails,  much 
injury  may  be  done  by  heating  flyptics  and 
rough  aflringents.  But  during  its  progrefs, 
the  type  is  often  changed.  And  many  cafes 
occur,  which  even  in  their  commencement, 
indicate  great  laxity  of  the  folids  and  tenuity 
of  the  fluids.  Under  fuch  circumftances,  ve~ 
mefe&ion,  nitre,  and  the  debilitating  clafs  of 
medicines,  are  highly  improper,  though  great 
authorities  have  fanft ioned  their  ufe  without 

fufficient 
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fufficient  difcrimination.  When  the  difcharge 
of  blood  has  continued  fome  time,  a  new  Rate 
of  the  fyftem  is  induced;  the  heart  and  arte¬ 
ries  feem  to  lofe  their  due  degree  of  tone;  an 
increafed  irritability  takes  place  in  the  rup¬ 
tured  vefiel,  and  in  thofe  which  are  contigu¬ 
ous  to  it ;  and  thus  the  impetus  of  the  circula¬ 
tion  is  partially  augmented,  with  a  diminu¬ 
tion  of  its  general  energy.  Remedies,  there¬ 
fore,  wdhch  roufe  the  vital  powers,  and  excite 
an  equable  aftion  in  the  vafcular  fyftem,  are 
clearly  indicated.  A  blifter  applied  to  the 
back  has  flopped  a  nafal  haemorrhage.  Wine 
drunk  to  intoxication  has  cured  both  hema¬ 
turia  and  hemoptyfis,  when  other  means  have 
failed.  And  the  following  fact  proves  the 
eflicacy  of  opium,  in  the  malady  under  con- 

fideration.  Mrs.  -  when  about  thirty- 

eight  years  of  age,  was  attacked  with  an 
hemoptoc.  It  was  fuppofed  to  originate 
from  violent  retchings;  and  was  afterwards 
increafed  by  clofe  confinement,  and  long  at¬ 
tendance  on  a  fick  child.  The  quantity  dif- 
charged  from  the  lungs  waS  from  fix  to  ten 
ounces  daily,  during  the  fpace  of  more  than 
two  months.  All  the  uftial  means  of  relief 
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proving  ineffectual,  and  her  flefh  and  ftrength 
declining  rapidly,  the  trial  of  opium  was  re¬ 
commended  and  happily  adopted.  She  be¬ 
gan  with  taking  a  grain  of  thebaic  ext  raft 
every  twelfth  hour;  and  by  degrees  increafed 
each  dofe  to  ten  grains,  fo  that  for  a  long 
time  hie  had  a  fcruple  of  opium  adminiftered 
to  her  daily.  The  haemorrhage  quickly 
abated  after  the  commencement  of  this  courfe, 
and  by  perfeverance  in  it,  ceafed  altogether. 
But  on  any  omiffion  of  the  ufe  of  opium,  (lie 
was  threatened  with  a  recurrence  of  the  dif- 
order  :  as  (he  has  been  neceffitated  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  remedy  for  nine  years ;  and  at  this 
time,  Auguft  1787,  takes  ten  grains  every 
twenty  four  hours. 

The  ule  of  the  pediluvium  in  haemorrhages 
has  often  been  recommended  ;  but  with  a  re- 
11  rift  ion  that  its  temperature  {hall  not  exceed 
g6  or  100  degrees  of  Fahrenheit’s  thermo¬ 
meter.  This  prohibition  is  not  well  founded, 
if  a  liimulant  be  required.  When  I  have  oc- 
cafion  to  bathe  my  feet,  for  the  head  ach,  the 
water  which  I  ufe  is  generally  as  hot  as  I  can 
bear  it  to  be;  and  the  fenfation  which  it  firlt 

Vol.  II.  X  produces 
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produces,  is  that  of  univerfal  chillinefs,  at¬ 
tended  with  rigor.  A  glow  of  warmth  fuc- 
ceecLs,  and  afterwards  a  gentle  perfpiration; 
hut  the  addition  of  more  hot  water  renews, 
in  a  (lighter  degree,  a  momentary  feeling  of 
cold.  It  is  obvious,  that  fuch  an  operation 
would  be  favourable  in  fomc  cafes  of  haemor¬ 
rhage.  How  is  the  chilling  fenfation  to  be 
explained?  Does  the  partial  ftimulus  of  heat, 
like  that  of  cold,  contrail,  in  its  firft  opera¬ 
tion,  the  final  1  cutaneous  veffels? 

In  America,  the  treatment  of  haemoptyfis 
widely  differs  from  that  which  is  pra&ifed  in 
this  country.  Dr.  Rufh  informs  me,  that 
common  fait  is  the  remedy  univerfally  em¬ 
ployed;  that  it  is  adminiffered  in  large  fpoon- 
fuls,  in  a  dry  form ;  and  that  its  falutary  effects 
are  fudden,  and  for  the  mod  part  certain.  In 
a  letter,  dated  Philadelphia,  February  16, 
1788,  he  fays, 

I  am  forry  to  find  that  you  entertain  a 
[ingle  doubt  ol  the  fafety  or  efficacy  of  com¬ 
mon  fait  in  hxmoptyhs.  I  could  lend  you 

above 
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above  a  hundred  cafes  that  eftablidi  both. 
My  own  would  be  one  of  them.  On  the  2d 
of  April,  1  j6S,  I  was  feized  with  this  disorder. 
It  came  on  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  and 
for  a  while  was  attended  with  alarming  fymp- 
toms.  I  took  a  table  fpoonful  of  fine  Liver¬ 
pool  fait,  and  immediately  the  haemorrhage 
was  checked.  It  excited  a  burning  fenfation 
in  my  throat,  that  gave  me  fome  pain ;  but 
this  pain  was  probably  part  of  the  remedy 
the  fait  afforded.  To  prevent  a  return  of  the 
diforder,  as  my  pulfe  was  full,  I  loft  ten  ounces 
of  blood,  and  lived  a  few  weeks  on  a  vegetable 
diet.  After  this  I  took  red  bark,  from  which 
I  derived  great  benefit,  and  have  never  ft  nee 
had  the  leaft  return  of  haemoptyfis.” 

Salt  is  frequently  applied,  in  this  country,  ' 
to  external  wounds  as  a  ftyp.be .  In  fpittings 
of  blood,  therefore,  which  originate  about 
the  fauces,  it  may  act  in  the  fame  way.  But 
fuch  are  not  the  cafes  to  which  Dr.  Rufti  re¬ 
fers;  and  fo  judicious  and  experienced  a  phy- 
fician  could  not  miflake  the  fpurious  tor  the 
genuine  haemoptyfis.  Whether  the  American 
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p  raft  ice  be  adopted  amongft  us  or  not,  we 
lhall,  at  lead,  be  warranted  by  it  to  urge 
more  circumfpeftion  and  difcrimination  in 
the  ufe  of  phlebotomy  and  refrigerants*. 


*  The  action  of  elementary  fait,  and  of  nitre,  in  large 
dofes  is  very  pofliblc.  In  a  fingular  worm-cafe,  recorded 
by  Dr.  Heberdcn,  (fee  Medical  Tranfa£Hons,  vol.  i.  p.54.) 
two  pounds  of  common  fait,  diflolvcd  in  two  quarts  of 
fpring  water,  were  taken  within  the  fpace  of  an  hour. 
Great  opprcllion  of  the  ftomach  foon  occurred.  Sickncfs, 
vomiting,  purging,  fwcating,  rawnefs,  and  foicacfs  of  the 
alimentary  canal,  third  and  Jdrangury  enfued.  But  thefe 
diflrefling  fymptoms  were  of  fhort  continuance.  In  June 
1780,  an  elderly  gentlewoman  took  about  an  ounce  of 
nitre,  diffolved  in  warm  water,  inftead  of  Glauber's  falts. 
The  oefophagus,  cardia,  and  flomacb,  were  almoft  in- 
flantly  afifeded  with  fevere  pain.  In  a  few  minutes  fhc 
perceived  the  miftake  which  had  been  made.  A  fpoonful 
of  fwcet  oil  was  given  ;  and  afterwards  repeated  draughts 
of  camomile  tea  were  adminiftered.  Vomiting  enfued  ; 
and  lhe  difeharged  a  confiderable  quantity  of  ftrongly  co¬ 
agulated,  and  very  ponderous  phlegm.  The  next  day  I 
was  confultcd,  but  did  not  fee  her.  The  pain  in  her  fto- 
mach  remained.  She  had  a  conftant  naufea,  and  felt  meat 

o 

languor  ;  bln  had  neither  rigour,  fwcating,  loofenefs,  nor 
increafed  difeharge  of  urine.  Demulcent  dier,  and  a  cor¬ 
dial  and  anodyne  mixture  foon  reftored  her  health. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE  XXVII. 

Cafe  of  a  difeafed  Re  Slum ,  by  J.  C.  Lettsom, 
M.  D.  &c.  with  a  Dil feci  ion  by  W.  Norris, 
Surgeon ,  and  F.  M.  S.  and  a  Drawing  by 
T.  Pole,  Surgeon ,  and  F.  M.  S. 

Read  July  21,  1788. 

IIT.  H.  Efquire,  the  fubjefl;  of  the  pre- 

*  *  fent  hiflory,  was  a  gentleman  of 

great  regularity  in  his  mode  of  living;  for 

fome  years  previous  to  his  indifpofition,  he 

had  relaxed  from  his  duty  as  the  treafurer  of 

¥ 

a  great  trading  company,  to  the  indulgence 
of  a  country-houfe,  for  at  leaft  a  fmall  por¬ 
tion  of  the  week;  his  diet  was  uniformly 
temperate;  he  drank  but  little,  he  took, 
however,  a  little  brandy  and  water  daily  at 
dinner  and  fupper,  without  being  feniible  of 
any  inconvenience  from  it ;  as  he  enjoyed 
good  health  till  his  65th  year,  when  he  felt 
a  flight  indifpofition,  which  he  thought  arofe 
from  flatulence  in  the  intelfines ;  this  was  in 

X  3  17865 
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1786,  at  wh  eh  time  lie  confulted  my  friend 
Sherwen  of  Enfield, furgeon, who  by  regulating 
the  excretions,  and  cccafionally  adniiniflering 
preparations  of  bark,  and  other  bitters,  pre- 
ferved  the  patient  in  a  degree  of  comfort 
that  rendered  his  life  eafy  during  that  year. 
Early  in  178^,  the  complaint  in  the  bowels 
became  painfully  troublefome,  which  en- 
c reefing  gradually,  he  confulted  ne  about 
the  Midfummer  of  the  fame  year,  at  he  re- 
quef!  0^  his  judicious  furgeon,  who  then  in¬ 
formed  me,  that  lie  fufpetled  a  feirrhous 
redtum. 

At  my  firfi  attendance,  lie  complained 
chiefly  of  a  fenfe  of  wind  inflating  the  lower 
inteflmes,  which  he  (aid  obliged  him  to  get 
up  early  every  morning,  under  an  idea  of 
wanting  to  go  to  floo',  bi  t  that  fcarcely  ever 
any  thing  was  difehargv  d  except  wind  ;  fome 
times,  however,  a  little  faeces  was  rapidly 
difuh  urged,  with  an  explofion,  as  lie  exprefied 
it,  like  that  of  a  gun,  from  the  exit  of  a  large 
quantity  of  wind:  this  kind  of  tenefinus, 
ulually  diflurbcd  him  about  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning ;  after  which  hour  the  calls  were 

fo 
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fo  frequent,  that  he  became  fearful  of  ad¬ 
mitting  fleep,  or  laying  in  bed  afterwards,  as 
the  propenfity  to  {tool  followed  him  nearly 
every  half  hour,  and  continued  ufually  till 
nine  or  ten  in  the  morning,  from  which  hour 
he  was  pretty  free  from  any  complaint  dur¬ 
ing  the  day,  which  enabled  him  to  go  abroad, 
and  to  difeharge  the  duties  of  his  publick 
office. 

With  the  efforts  accompanying  the  tenef- 
mus  he  ufually  had  two  or  three  {tools  every 
day,  thefe  like  the  difcharges  of  wind,  pro¬ 
duced  a  fudden  propenfity  to  go  to  {tool. 

He  took  at  different  times  columbo  and 
other  bitters,  cicuta,  elixir  of  vitriol,  and 
different  reftringents ;  but  thefe  affording  no 
benefit,  emollients  and  anodynes  were  fubfti- 
tuted  with  advantage  ;  by  the  aid  of  fmall 
dofes  of  thebaic  tin£iure,  he  had  more  r eh, 
and  was  enabled  to  keep  his  bed  for  the  {pace 
of  three  hours  longer  in  the  morning ;  but 
the  flatulent  tenefrnus  was  never  totally  re¬ 
moved,  though  the  ftools,  which  before  were 

till 


312 


MEMOIRS  of  the 

thin  and  watery,  acquired  a  little  confidence, 
and  he  had  more  command  of  retention;  his 
appetite,  however,  began  to  fail,  and  he  daily 
loll  llelh  ;  in  hopes  of  improving  his  health, 
he  retired  to  his  houfe  in  the  country  for  a 
month;  at  this  time  I  advifed  his  furgeon  to 
give  hemlock  clyfters  twice  a  day,  and  to 
attempt  by  a  fponge-bougie  to  dilate  the 

fufpe&ed  fcirrho-contraclcd  reftum ;  the 

% 

clyflers  were  foon  relinquifhcd  from  the 
pain  they  occafioned,  joined  to  the  obfta- 
cle  of  the  patients  delicacy ;  the  bougie 
could  only  once  be  attempted  from  fufler- 
ings,  which  he  ex  prefled  by  being  impaled 
alive :  In  September  he  returned  to  town, 
both  weaker,  and  more  emaciated  in  body, 
the  appetite  for  food,  and  the  quantity 
taken,  were  diminifhed ;  I  now  relinquifhed 
all  expe&ation  of  a  cure,  and  reconciled 
my  patient  to  continue  that  medicine  from 
which  he  experienced  the  mofl  relief,  which 
was  a  folution  of  fpermaceti  with  thebaic 
tinct  ure;  a  little  laudanum  coinpofed  him,  lo 
that  lie  never  took  more  than  from  20  to 
drops  in  24  hours. 


From 
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From  this  period  to  the  end  of  the  year, 
a  gradual  decline  continued,  till  in  January 
1788,  he  was  almoft  entirely  confined  to  his 
bed,  except  when  taken  out  of  it  to  the  clofe- 
fioo!  ;  and  now,  in  fpite  of  the  opium,  he 
fuffered  much  from  diarrhaea ;  the  {tools 
occurring  at  leaft  every  hour,  confiding  of  a 
bilious  watery  nature,  of  a  deep  brown,  and 
fometimes  more  dark  colour:  thefe  evacu¬ 
ations  were  often  copious,  whilft  at  the  fame 
time  very  little  nourifhment  was  taken,  and 
this  chiefly  fluid  ;  his  flrength  now  rapidly 
diminifhed  ;  but  what  added  (till  more 
forcibly  to  fink  it,  were  rigors,  which  firft 
came  on  early  in  November,  and  recurred 
about  once  in  the  week  ;  and  in  January 
1788,  once  in  three  or  four  days,  they  were 
fucceeded  by  hot  fits  and  colliquative  fweats, 
which  together  lafted  each  time  nearly  twelve 
hours.  At  length  on  the  fifth  of  February, 
lie  expired  in  one  of  the  paroxifms,  with  his 
intellects  compoled  to  the  end  of  his  life. 

On  the  7th  of  February  I  attended  the 
opening  of  the  patient,  by  W.  Norris  and 
T.  Pole,  furgeons,  to  whofe  affiflance  I  am 

indebted 
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indebted  for  the  following  hiflory  of  the  dif- 
feftion,  and  to  the  latter  for  a  drawing  of 
the  difeafed  reclam. 

On  opening  the  abdomen,  the  omentum 
was  obferved  to  cover  the  inteffines  in  an 
uncommonly  hnooth  and  uniform  manner, 
which  was  owing  to  an  adhaTion  between 
its  lower  extremity  and  the  peritonaeum,  juft 
above  the  pubes.  This  adhacfion  was  not 
the  confequence  of  any  recent  inflammation. 
All  the  inteflines  were  perfectly  found  ex¬ 
cept  the  reft um,  which  was  long  known  to 
be  in  a  difeafed  Hate,  and  which  for  a  more 
accurate  inlpeftion,  we  entirely  removed 
from  the  pelvis.  For  this  purpofe  the  co- 
Ion  was  divided  at  its  lower  end,  and,  up¬ 
on  gently  elevating  the  reft um,  the  more 
eafily  to  feparate  it  from  the  facrum  and  coc¬ 
cyx,  its  fides  gave  way  and  it  tore  like  wet 
paper.  This  was  immediately  followed  by 
a  difeharge  of  an  cflenfive,  famous  matter, 
mixed  with  forne  fteatomatous  lumps.  1  his 
difeafe  of  the  rectum  commenced  about  an 
inch  and  a  hall  from  the  anus,  with  a  ftric- 
ture  and  thickening  of  the  coats  of  the  gut, 

and 
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and  extended  about  fix  inches.  The  cel¬ 
lular  membrane  connefting  the  re&um  to  the 
facrum  and  coccyx,  and  alio  to  the  vefica  uri¬ 
naria,  was  likewise  indurated  and  much  di- 
feafed.  The  kidnies.  efpecially  the  left,  were 
large  and  flabby,  and  l  ad  many  hydatids  on 
their  outer  fui  face,  but  appeared  in  other 
refpefh  perfectly  found. 

The  texture  of  the  fmall  lobe  of  the  liver, 
and  almoft  the  whole  of  its  fubfiance,  was 
deftroyed  by  a  large  abfcefs,  which  was  juft 
ready  to  burft  into  the  abdomen,  and  which 
contained  a  pure  white  pus .  ri  his  is,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  an  uncommon  appearance,  as  all  other 
liver  abfcefles  that  I  have  feen,  contained  a 
curdled  matter  of  a  variety  of  colours,  the 
molt  predominant  of  which  was  dark  brown. 

The  gad  bladder  was  enlarged  to  about 
twice  its  natural  fize,  though  not  turgid  with 
bile,  and  when  filled  with  air,  meafured  five 
inches  and  an  half  in  length.  The  cellular 
membrane  betwreen  its  coats  was  eirrphyfe- 
matous. 
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The  fuppuration  in  the  liver  probably  00 
cafioncd  the  rigors  that  came  on  early  in 
November. 

Either  the  difeafe  of  this  poor  gentlemans 
reftum,  or  that  of  his  liver,  feemed  alone 
fully  equal  to  produce  death  ;  and  it  is  fur- 
prifing  that  nature  could  hold  out  fo  long 
againfl  both  united. 


EXPLANATION  of  the  PLATE. 

Giving  a  view  ot  the  internal  furfacc  of  the  reftum, 
by  means  of  a  longitudinal  incihon  made  pofterior- 
ly,  and  of  the  enlarged  and  diflorted  gall  bladder. 

The  FIGURE  is  reduced  one  third  of  its  original  fize. 

A.  The  fuperior  extremity  ot  the  re£lum  feparated  from 

the  colon. 

B.  The  anus. 

C.  A  prominence  occafioned  by  the  urinary  bladder, 

which  is  lying  collapfcd  under  that  part  of  the 
re&um. 

D.  An  uLeraed  communication  between  the  reflum 

and  urinary  bladder. 

E.  'Djat  part  of  the  reftum  which  tore  in  raifing  it  up 

from  the  facr  m. 

F.  F.  Ulcerated  nciforations  in  the  rc£lum. 

G.  G.  1  he  mofl  dtfeafed  part  of  the  gut. 

ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE  XXVIII. 

Remarks  on  the  folvent  Powers  of  Camphor,  by 
Willi  am  Chamberlaine,  Surgeon ,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London . 

Read  Oftober  8,  1787. 

THE  obfervations  on  the  folvent  power 
of  camphor,  on  certain  refinous  fub- 
ftances,  contained  in  the  mifcellaneous  me¬ 
moir  of  the  ingenious  Dr.  Percival  *,  explain¬ 
ed  to  me  an  incident  which  happened  fome 
time  ago,  and  which,  until  now,  I  was  at  a 
lofs  to  account  for ;  and  alfo  induced  me 
to  make  trial  of  the  effefts  of  camphor  on 
different  gums  and  refinous  fubftances,  the 
refult  of  which  trials  are  now  fubmitted  to 
the  Society. 

—  4 

Six  grains  of  camphor,  and  twelve  grains 
of  gum  maflich,with  twelve  grains  of  flrained 

*  See  page  54  of  thefe  Memoirs. 


opium, 


3 18  MEMOIRS  of  the 

onium,  fuflficientfy  loft  to  make  the  whole 
into  a  pilular  confidence,  without  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  a  liquid,  were  well  triturated  in  a 
mortar,  and  formed  into  middle-fixed  pills, 
which,  though  very  loft  while  under  the- 
finger,  foon  attained  a  confiderable  degree 
ol  hardnels  ;  and  retained  both  their  form 
and  hardnels  for  upwards  of  a  twelvemonth; 
but  afterwards,  fuddenly,  without  being  ex* 
pofed  either  to  heat  or  dampnefs,  the  pills 
cohered,  foon  loll  their  form,  and  in  a  very 
fhort  Ipace  of  time,  the  whole  mafs  became 
fort,  and  aflumed  the  appearance  ol  a  lump 
of  pitch. 

This  incident,  as  I  have  already  faid,  I 
was  at  a  lofs  to  account  for,  as  I  never  had 
paid  any  attention  to  the  folvcnt  property 
of  camphor  :  but,  fince  the  perufal  of  Dr. 
Percivai’s  paper,  I  can  no  longer  doubt  it 
was  owing  to  this  property,  that  the  change 
above-recited  took  place.  May  we  not  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  reafon  why  this  change  did  not 
occur  fooner  was,  becaufe  the  aqueous  par¬ 
ticles  contained  in  the  opium  prevented  the 
attion  ol  the  camph  )r,  until  their  evapora¬ 
tion  was  completed  ? 
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The  trials  made  on  different  fubdances, 
joined  with  camphor,  were  as  follow  : 

I.  Ten  grains  of  the  pured  myrrh  were 
triturated  with  two  grams  of  camphor,  and 
an  ounce  of  diddled  water  added  gradatim . 

II.  Ten  grains  of  myrrh  of  equal  purity'3*, 
without  any  camphor,  were  triturated  with 
one  ounce  of  diddled  water,  gradually  poured 
on. 


The  refult  of  thefe  two  experiments  was 
precifely  the  fame  as  mentioned  by  Boftor 
Percival.  Both  mixtures  for  the  fird  three 
days  were  exaftly  alike  :  on  the  fourth,  the 
fimple  mixture  was  evidently  more  watery 
near  the  fur  face,  than  that  with  the  camphor, 
which  retained  its  uniform  milky  appearance 
throughout.  Very  little  fediment  was  de- 
pofited  in  either  of  the  phials  ;  but  the  fedi¬ 
ment  in  the  camphorated  mixture  was  finer, 
whiter,  and  in  lefs  quantity  than  the  other. 

*  Particular  attention  was  paid  to  the  choice  of  the 
myrrh  ufed  in  this  experiment.  One  of  the  pure#  tears 
that  could  be  picked  out  from  a  ar^e  parcel  was  felefted, 
and  divided  into  two  equal  parts. 


III.  Ten 
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III.  Ten  grains  of  balfam  of  Tolu,  with 
the  fame  quantity  of  camphor,  triturated  firfl 
feparately,  then  together,  became  in  a  fhort 
time  very  foft ;  the  mafs,  after  being  formed 
into  a  bolus,  was  put  into  a  chip  box.  In 
two  or  three  days  it  had  liquefied  fo  much, 
as  partly  to  exfude  through  the  crevices  in 
the  bottom  of  the  box  ;  and  appeared  like 
common  treacle  ;  a  fmall  quantity  of  faeces, 
(the  impurity  of  d:e  balfam)  being  de- 

IV.  Ten  grains  of  balfam  of  Tolu  were  well 
triturated  with  only  two  grains  of  camphor, 
until  moderately  foft.  Left  it  might  be 
fufpeded  that  heat,  arifing  from  the  brifk- 
nefs  of  the  triture,  (hould  contribute  to  foften 
the  mafs,  cold  water  was  poured  gra  lutim  on 
the  mixture.  This  addition  of  cold  water  did 
not  appear  either  to  retard,  or  promote  the 
folution  :  the  trituration  was  continued  until 
the  mafs  was  fo  far  foftened  as  to  be  like  a 
thin  pafle,  or  mucilage,  which  (the  water  be¬ 
ing  poured  off)  was  put  into  a  chip  box, 
where  it  fpread  itfelf  at  the  bottom  ;  and  dill 
retains  a  confiderable  decree  of  foftnefs,  tho’ 
not  fo  foft  as  when  fird  put  in. 

V.  Equal 
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V.  Equal  parts  of  gum  benzoin  and  cam¬ 
phor,  triturated  together,  and  formed  into  a 
bolus,  foon  loft  the  round  form,  liquefied, 
and  fp read  at  the  bottom  of  the  pill-box,  ac- 
quiringa  confiderable degree  of  tranfparency. 

VI.  A  pill  made  of  camphor  and  gum 
guaiacum,  of  each  ten  grains,  was  very  foft 
at  firft :  the  pill  was  flatted  after  it  had  lain 
in  the  box  for  fome  hours,  but  did  not  en¬ 
tirely  lofe  its  form ;  nor  did  it  remain  quite 
fo  foft  as  it  was  when  firft  formed. 

i 

VII.  G.  Sagapenum  and  camphor,  ana. 
p.  ae.  were  next  in  degree  of  foftnefs. 

i 

VIII.  Equal  parts  of  gum  maftich  and 
camphor  loft  the  pilular  form,  and  fpread  at 
the  bottom  of  the  box. 

IX.  Camphor  and  gum  ammoniac  ana. 
gr.  x.  were  nearly  as  foft  as  the  former,  and 
retained  the  fame  degree  of  foftnefs  for  a  long 
time. 


Vol.  II. 
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X.  Cam- 
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X.  Camphor  and  fanguis  draconis  were 
next. 


XI.  Ten  grains  of  myrrh,  with  only  two 
grains  of  camphor,  were  rubbed  together  un¬ 
til  moderately  foft :  when  worked  between 
the  fingers,  the  mafs  appeared  like  good  moilt 
mufeovado  fugar.  It  crumbled,  and  was  with 
difficulty  made  into  a  bolus,  leaving  an  oili- 
nefs  on  the  fingers.  The  bolus  was  found 
next  day  a  little  flattened,  and  had  loll  its 
foftnefs  in  fomc  degree. 

XII.  A  pill  of  equal  parts  of  camphor  and 
afafeetida  retained  its  round  form,  remaining 
moderately  foft. 

XIII.  Camphor  and  olibanum,  p.  ac.  foft 
at  firfl,  became  very  hard. 

XIV.  Camphor  and  gamboge,  of  each  ten 
grains,  after  being  rubbed  together  a  long 
time,  ft  ill  remained  in  the  form  of  a  dry 
powder:  but,  the  powder  being  put  into  a 
pill  box,  was  found  in  three  days  to  have 

coalefccd, 
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coalefced,  and  was  To  foft  as  to  be  formed  into 
a  pill  without  crumbling. 


XV.  Gum  arabic  and  gum  tragacanth, 
finely  powdered,  were  not  a6ted  on  by  cam¬ 
phor.* 


To  whatever  purpofes  in  pharmacy  or 
chemiftry,  a  knowledge  of  the  adlive  powers 
of  camphor  on  certain  refinous  fubftances 
may  hereafter  be  applied,  there  is,  in  the 
pharmaceutical  practice  of  the  prefent  day, 
one  infiance  at  leaf!,  wherein  it  may  perhaps 
be  found  ufeful. 

The  camphorated  julep  of  the  late  and 
prefent  London  Pharmacopoeias,  is  thus 
made  : 

K(  Take  of  camphor,  one  dram,  double  refined 
fugar  half  an  ounce,  boiling  water  one  pint. 
Rub  the  camphor  firfl  with  a  little  rectified 
Y  2  fpirit, 

*  The  boxes,  &c.  containing  the  different  fubjefts  of 
the  above  experiments,  were  produced  before  the  Medical 
Society  when  this  paper  was  read. 
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fpirit  of  wine*,  then  with  the  fugar;  laftly, 
add  the  water  by  degrees,  and  ft  rain  the 
mixture.0 

I!  it  be  required  to  give  little  more  than 
the  flavour  of  the  camphor,  to  the  mixture, 
this  formula  may  anfwer  well  enough.  But 
if,  on  the  contrary,  the  pra£litioner  places  his 
chief  confidence  in  the  camphor,  he  mufl  ra¬ 
ther  preferibe  it  in  the  form  of  a  bolus  or 
pill,  which  may  in  fome  particular  circum- 
ftances,  either  through  the  patients  diflike  to 
thefe  forms,  or  for  other  reafons,  be  objefted 
to :  for  fhould  he  expert  effefts  from  the 
camphor,  which  enters  the  compofition  of 
the  julep,  as  now  direfted,  on  a  fuppofition 
that  it  ought  to  contain  the  whole  quantity 
preferibed,  which  is  three  grains,  and  three 
fourths  of  a  grain  to  an  ounce,  he  will  be 
egregioufly  difappointed :  becaufe,  as  Dr. 
Lewis  has  obferved,  “  part  of  the  camphor 
will  exhale,  unlefs  an  extraordinary  deal  of 
care  is  taken,  upon  the  afiufion  of  boiling 


+  The  new  edition  of  the  London  Pharmacopada  fpe- 
cifies  the  proportion  of  fp.  vin.  reft,  to  be  ten  drops  for 
the  above  quantity. 


water ; 
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water ;  and  part  will  remain  upon  the 
(trainer 

In  order  to  afcertain  how  much  of  this 
fubftance  may  be  reafonably  fuppofed  to  en¬ 
ter  the  camphorated  julep,  I  prepared  eight 
ounces  of  it,  according  to  the  new  pharma¬ 
copoeia,  with  all  pofhble  nicety  and  exaft- 
nefs,  giving  all  the  fair  play  that  I  could,  to 
the  camphor.  I  then  filtered  the  mixture 
through  a  piece  of  paper,  accurately  weigh¬ 
ing  one  dram.  Sixteen  hours  afterwards,  I 
weighed  the  paper,  then  perfectly  dry ,  and 
containing  only  the  camphor,  left  behind  by 
the  water.  The  weight  of  the  whole  was  now 
one  dram  and  25  grains ;  fo  that  there  re¬ 
mained  on  the  filter,  25  grains  of  camphor 
out  of  half  a  dram:  and  if  we  allow  but  a 
fingle  grain  for  what  might  have  exhaled  in 
the  time  of  preparing  the  mixture,  and  in 
the  fixteen  hours  drying,  the  remaining  pro¬ 
portion  is  only  four  grains,  which  is  but  half 
a  grain  to  each  ounce  of  the  mixture,  inftead 
of  three  grains  and  three  quarters. 

*  Lewis’s  Difpenfatory,  chap.  viii.  p.609. 

y3 
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I  then  took  four  grains  of  myrrh,  and  trs 
turated  them  with  four  grains  of  camphor, 
adding  by  degrees  an  ounce  of  common  wa- 
ter;  which  gave  a  mixture,  perfeftly  fmooth, 
milky,  and  uniform. 

This,  I  attempted  to  pafs  through  fome 
Dutch  paper,  fuch  as  the  pill-boxes  are  packed 
in  ;  which  is  more  porous  than  the  common 
filtering  paper,  but  after  Handing  fix  teen 
hours,  not  more  than  one  third  had  pulled 
the  drainer,  which,  with  what  remained  in 
the  paper,  continued  as  perfectly  milky  and 
uniform  as  at  lirlt ;  the  latter  having  depofited 
very  little  fediment ;  and  that  which  had  gone 
through,  none  at  all.  The  paper,  after  be¬ 
ing  thoroughly  dried,  was  fomething  lefs  than 
one  grain  heavier  than  at  firft. 

It  will  not  then,  I  prefume,  be  deemed  an 
unfair  ftatement,  to  fay,  that  in  this  latter 
procefs,  the  whole  quantityof  the  camphor  em¬ 
ployed,  is  uniformly  fufpended  in,  nay,  united 
with,  the  aqueous  fluid,  by  the  medium  of  the 
myrrh;  for,  if  any  feparation  were  to  take 
place,  we  might  furely  expert  the  camphor 

to 
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to  arife  to  the  furface  of  the  vehicle,  and  not 
be  depofited  at  the  bottom ;  in  this  experi¬ 
ment  too,  there  was  a  greater  proportion  of 
camphor,  by  a  quarter  of  a  grain,  to  an  ounce 
of  water,  than  is  directed  in  the  camphorated 

Hence  it  is  evident,  that  the  advantages  of 
uniting  camphor  with  an  aqueous  fluid  in 
this  manner,  muft  be  far  fuperior  to  the 
ufual  way :  for,  if  fo  much  of  the  camphor 
is  preferved  in  this  method  of  preparing  it, 
will  it  not  be  an  objeft  of  importance,  where 
the  phyfician  places  his  chief  dependance 
on  that  drug,  and  is  at  the  fame  time  under 
the  neceffity  of  exhibiting  it  in  a  liquid  form, 
to  prefcribe  it  in  combination  with  the  gum 
refm  herementioned,  rather  than  adhere  to 
the  old  method,  where  fo  much  of  the  cam¬ 
phor  is  demonftrated  to  be  loft  ?  If  it  be  ob¬ 
jected,  that  myrrh  may  not  always  be  admif- 
fible  in  certain  cafes  where  camphor  is  re¬ 
quired  ;  yet  when  it  is  confidered  that  the 
former  is  by  no  means  fo  adlive  a  medicine 
as  the  latter,  the  fmall  quantity  employed, 
merely  as  a  bond  of  union,  being  only  equal 


m 


328  MEMOIRS  of  the 

in  weight  to  the  camphor,  can  afford  little 
room  for  objection  ;  but  I  am  perfuaded, 
that  in  moff  cafes  it  will  rather  be  conlidered 
as  an  improvement  to  the  efficacy  of  the 
medicine,  than  any  difadvantage  *. 


article  XXIX. 

HiJIory  of  a  Cafe  of  Cicuta ,  in  a  Letter  ta 
Mr.  Joseph  Hooper,  F.  M.  S.  by  his 
B  rot  her  Mr.  John  Hooper,  of  Reading, 
Surgeon,  and  F.  M.  S.  with  two  additional 
Communications  by  the  fame . 

A  S  nothing  contributes  more  to  the  ad- 
-ZjL  vancement  of  medical  knowledge  than 
the  faithful  relation  of  fa61s,  I  beg  leave  to 

*  Gum  ainoniacum  and  afafeetida  were  afterwards  fub- 
mitted  to  the  fame  trials  as  the  myrrh  ;  but  though  both 
thefe  concretes  arc  by  themfelves  eafily  mifcible  with 
aqueous  fluids,  yet  in  the  prefent  experiments,  the  cam¬ 
phor,  although  only  in  the  proportion  ot  one  half  to  the 
gums,  entirely  prevented  their  mixing  with  water;  nor 
did  the  afliflanceof  reflified  fpirit  of  wine  avail  in  a  fecond 
attempt  to  procure  a  milky  and  permanently  uniform  fluid, 
from  a  combination  of  either  of  thefe  gums  with  cam¬ 
phor. 


fubmit 
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fubmit  to  your  notice,  and  that  of  the  Me¬ 
dical  Society  of  London,  the  following  cafe, 
wherein  the  good  effects  of  the  cicuta  were 
very  manifeft. 

Thomas  Carden,  a  fervant  of  mine,  aged 
between  fixteen  and  feventeen  years,  was  in 
the  beginning  of  December  1786,  feized  with 
a  fever,  which  continued  with  irregular  in- 
tcrmiffions  near  four  months.  About  the 
middle  of  the  fame  month  he  went  to  his 
native  home  upon  a  riling  common,  but  he 
grew  no  better  ;  on  the  contrary,  after  hav¬ 
ing  been  there  a  few  days,  he  experienced 
the  addition  of  another  complaint,  a  moll 
difireffing  ficknefs  with  Teachings,  which 
gradually  encreafed  upon  him,  more  or  lefs, 
till  towards  the  end  of  April,  1787,  amount¬ 
ing  in  that  month  to,  from  thirty  to  near 
fixty  times  a-day,  and  he  had  as  often  incli¬ 
nation  for  food,  which  moll  times  he  indulged 
himfelf  in  ;  yet  that  food  (as  he  expreffed 
himfelf)  did  not  feem  to  go  into  the  ftomach. 
It  went  no  further  than  to  its  upper  orifice, 
where  it  made  a  (land  till  the  whole  of  the 

cefophagus 
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cefophagus  was  filled.  In  this  date  it  did 
not  remain  long,  as  it  was  loon  thrown  up 
again  with  tolerable  eafe.  But  when  all  the 
food  was  come  off,  his  reachings  became  very 
painful  to  his  domach,  which  now,  in  its  turn, 
threw  up  what  little  acrid  juices  it  contained, 
lie  was  fo  fatigued  one  time  with  thefe  fevere 
conflicts,  that  he  fell  apparently  lifelefs  on 
on  the  floor,  and  continued  fo  half  an  hour. 
His  mother,  thinking  he  was  dead,  called  in 
fome  of  the  neighbours  to  lay  him  out.  He 
complained  night  and  day  of  a  burning  fen- 
fation  in  hi*  ftomach,  and  few  days  efcaped 
without  fome  intimation  of  aguifh  paroxifm. 
He  grew  weaker  daily,  and  the  lead  bodily 
exertion  encreafed  his  ficknefs.  He  was  not 
confined,  but  crawled  into  the  common  mod 
days. 

J 

In  this  didreffmg  cafe,  what  could  be 
done!  Every  ufual  remedy  was  tried.  Saline 
draughts,  cortex  peruv.  foetid  gums,  chaly- 
beats,  opiates,  &c.  &c.  I  procured  him  the 
advice  ofaph\dcian  of  very  extend  ve  prac¬ 
tice,  who  preferibed  to  no  manner  of  pur- 

pofe. 


Medical  Society  of  London .  331 

pofe.  In  fhort,  it  would  he  almoft  endlefs 
to  enumerate  the  variety  of  medicines  which 

J 

the  poor  lad  took  without  murmuring. 

Almofl  difcouraged  from  teazing  him  with 
more  fruitlefs  attempts,  and  ready  to  confign 
him  to  his  fate,  it  occurred  to  me,  that  poffibly 
the  cicuta  might  have  a  more  favourable 
chance  ;  accordingly  I  gave  him  at  firft  only 
one  grain  of  the  extract  night  and  morning, 
for  two  or  three  days.  His  ficknefs  abating, 
I  gradually  encreafed  the  dofe  to  four  grains 
three  times  a-day.  His  reachings  now  were 
amazingly  appeafed,  and  when  he  had  taken 
it  three  weeks,  his  complaint  totally  left  him, 
though,  for  fecurity  againfi  a  return,  he  con¬ 
tinued  it  for  four  or  five  weeks  longer,  gra¬ 
dually  diminifhing  the  dofe. 

That  his  diforder  was  put  to  flight  by  the 
cicuta,  I  am  convinced,  not  only  from  his 
amendment  on  taking  it,  but  likewife  from 
having  obferved,  that  if  at  any  time  he  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  out  of  it,  or,  in  other  words,  if 
his  box  was  empty,  he  was  lure  to  feel  a  re¬ 
turn  of  his  ficknefs,  which  was  as  furely 

repreffed 
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reprefled  upon  my  fending  him  a  frefh  fup- 

ply.  :  '  , 

It  would  he  perhaps  unfair  not  to  remark, 
that  during  this  courfe,  he  took  occahonally 
at  night  two  or  three  aloetic  chalybeate  pills, 
in  cafe  of  coflivenefs  ;  but  it  is  not  likely  that 
thefe  could  have  efiefted  the  cure,  as  he  had 
long  ufed  them  previous  to  his  taken  the  ci- 
cuta.  lie  is  Hill  in  my  fervice,  and  remains 
well. 

Such  have  been  the  happy  effe£ts  of  the 
cicuta  in  the  above  complaint ;  and  although 
they  may  not  have  fufficient  to  eflablifh  its 
reputation,  yet  pollibly  may  tempt  the  prac¬ 
titioner  to  ufe  it  in  fimilar  inflances. 


Agreeable  to  your  requeff,  I  fend  you  a 
further  account  of  the  lulus  naturae,  which  \ 
mentioned  fome  time  fince. 

On  the  2 1  ft  of  November  1782,  a  patient 
of  mine  was  taken  in  labour  two  months  be¬ 
fore  her  full  tune  ;  and  in  a  few  hours  I  de¬ 
livered 
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livered  her  of  a  child  of  the  ufual  fize  for 
that  period.  It  was  living,  and  ftruggled  for 
about  half  a  minute,  when  it  died.  It  was 
well  formed  except  the  head,  the  appearance 
of  whofe  forehead  was  fimilar  to  that  of  the 
occiput,  with  fcarcely  any  veftige  of  a  face, 
no  eye-brows,  or  eyes,  (where  they  fhould 
have  been)  or  nofe  ;  no  mouth,  but  in  its 
place  an  orbit  enclofing  two  eyes ;  at  firft  I 
took  them  only  for  one,  but  on  a  narrower 
infpeftion,  I  could  difcover  two  joined  to¬ 
gether  ;  they  hood  very  prominent  from  the 
orbit.  Above  this  was  fufpended  a  fub fiance, 
whofe  form  was  not  much  unlike  a  penis  of 
that  age  ;  but  I  could  not  perceive  either 
glans  or  prepuce.  From  the  lower  part  of 
the  orbit,  hung  by  a  (lender  filament  of  about 
one-third  of  an  inch  long,  another  fiefhy 
fubftance,  the  bignefs  of  a  fmall  pea.  No 
chin  nor  ears  in  their  natural  fituation,  but 
fomething  like  ears  inverted,  &c.  joined  to¬ 
gether  in  the  neck,  clofe  under  the  maxilla 
inferior.  The  fex  very  obicure,  having  a 
kind  of  wart  on  the  fuperior  part  of  the  pu¬ 
denda. 


I  have 
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I  have  preferred  the  fcctus  in  fpirits,  but 
the  eyes  are  changed  almoft  white,  from  the 
aftion,  as  I  fuppofe,  of  the  fpirits  upon  their 
coats  and  humours. 

From  the  above  defeription  it  is  obvious, 

4 

that  nothing  could  be  taken  into  the  Ao- 
mach  ;  this  is  therefore  an  additional  proof, 
that  the  growth  of  the  foetus  has  no  de- 
pendance  from  that  quarter. 

The  mother  does  not  remember  any  ac¬ 
cident  or  particular  circumflance  that  befel 
her  during  her  pregnancy. 


I  fend  you  likewife  the  following  cafe  of 
an  obAinate  opthalmy  cured  : 

A  delicate  widow  lady,  of  between  twenty 
and  thirty  years  of  age,  healthy  in  all  other 
refpefts,  was  afllitled,  for  near  two  years, 
with  an  inflammation  in  her  eyes,  attended 
with  excoriations  upon  the  internal  edges  of 
the  eye-lids. 


After 
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After  having  purfued  a  variety  of  pre- 
fcriptions  in  London  to  no  purpofe,  flie  came 
to  Reading,  in  hopes  that  the  change  of  air 
might  afford  her  fome  benefit ;  in  this  how¬ 
ever  [he  was  difappointed,  and  afkcd  my  ad¬ 
vice.  I  did  her  no  fervice ;  and  (he  returned 
to  Weftminfter,  where  a  famous  oculift  pro- 
mifed  a  cure.  He  bliftered  her  eye-lids,  put 
her  to  great  pain,  without  being  one  jot 
nearer  a  cure.  Thus  tired  out,  fhe  was  de¬ 
termined  to  try  a  remedy,  which  (lie  had  for 
fome  time  been  thinking  of,  from  a  fuppo- 
fition,  fhe  faid,  that  her  diforder  had  for  its 
caufe  a  bilious  habit,  fhe  therefore  took  a 
wine  glafs  of  the  juice  of  china  oranges  three 
times  a-day,  befides  which  fhe  drank  daily 
at  her  meals  lemonade,  containing  the  juice 
of  two  lemons.  She  foon  found  the  happy 
effefts  of  this  remedy,  and  in  three  months 
was  perfeftly  cured.  She  would  have  con¬ 
tinued  it  longer,  had  it  not  caufed  a  painful 

fenfation  in  her  ftomach. 

\ 

It  is  now  more  than  three  years  fince  fhe 
difcontinued  the  ufe  of  it,  and  has  had  no 
return  of  her  complaint. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE  XXX. 

A  Cafe  of  fupprcjjion  of  Urine,  occafioncd  by  an  en¬ 
largement  of  the  Prof  rate  Gland.  With  fome 
brief  general  S  trie  lures  on  the  ufe  of  the  Male 
Catheter ;  ref  peeling  both  the  Structure  of  the 
Inf  rumen  t,  and  the  M  ode  of  introducing  it  ; 

by  James  Ware,  Surgeon ,  and  F.  M.  S. 

* 

Read  September  8,  1788. 

•  • 

V  Gent  email,  refiding  a  little  way  out  of 
London,  about  the  age  of  feventy,  had, 
for  many  preceding  years,  been  fubjeft  o 
pains  in  his  back  ;  accompanied  with  various 
other  fymptoms,  which  Rrongly  indicated  a 
diforder  in  the  urinary  bladder.  Under  leve- 
ral  violent  attacks  of  thefe  complaints,  no 
finall  relief  had  been  obtained  from  the  ufe 
of  medicines  prefcribed,  chiefly,  by  his  apo¬ 
thecary,  Mr.  Adams.  But,  in  Auguft  1785, 
medicine  failing  of  its  former  fuccefs,  and  a 
fupprehion  of  urine  having  taken  place,  and 

continued 
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continued  for  twenty-four  hours,  it  became 
neceffary  to  call  in  fome  furgical  affiftance, 
and  I  was  defired  to  attend.  I  did  not  find 
that  the  belly  of  the  patient  was  much 
fwelled,  as  might  have  been  apprehended 
from  fo  long  a  ffoppage,  nor  did  lie  complain 
of  any  great  degree  of  pain.  My  objeft  was 
to  open  the  natural  paffage,  and  draw  off  the 
urine.  For  this  purpofe,  I  firfi  attempted 
to  introduce  a  bougie,  but  was  not  able  to 
carry  it  further  than  to  the  neck  of  the  blad¬ 
der.  Catheters  of  various  fizes,  and  having 
different  curvatures,  were  next  applied  ;  but 

here  alfo  I  was  baffled  in  every  attempt  I 

% 

made  ;  nor  was  the  ufe  of  thefe  inftruments  x 
followed  with  any  other  effeft,  than  a  copious 
difcharge  of  blood  from  the  urethra,  in  a 
continued  ftream,  for  many  minutes.  This 
it  was  not  in  my  power  to  prevent ;  though 
I  was  particularly  careful  to  avoid  force  in 
entering  the  catheters,  and  to  introduce  them 
in  as  gentle  a  manner  as  poffible.  At  firfi 
fight  of  the  difcharge,  I  was  led  to  think  that 
fome  urine  might  be  mixed  with  the  blood. 
But  in  this  I  foon  found  myfelf  miftaken, 
for  when  it  had  Hood  only  a  fhort  time,  the 
Vol.  II.  Z  whole 
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whole  coagulated  into  one  mafs,  which  after¬ 
wards  regularly  feparated,  in  the  ufual  way, 
into  ferum  and  cralfamentum  ;  the  former  of 
which  was  very  (mail  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  the  latter.  Still  I  was  not  without 
fome  hope,  that  the  lofs  of  blood  from  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  might  have  proved  bene¬ 
ficial,  by  abating  the  inflammation,  and  thus 
taking  off  the  oppofition  to  the  paflage  of 
the  urine;  the  happy  effeft,  which  I  had 
known  it,  not  unfrequently,  to  produce  in 
fimilar  cafes.  I  judged  it  neceffary,  however, 
to  advife  the  further  meafures  of  opening  a 
vein  in  the  arm,  inje&ing  a  clyfler,  putting 
the  body  into  a  warm  bath,  and  taking  oily 
opening  medicines,  to  be  repeated  often  ; 
and  thefe  feveral  methods  to  be  ufed  in  fuc- 
ceffion,  as  foon  as  convenient,  in  cafe  the  ob- 
ftru&ion  remained. 

All  this  was  regularly  complied  with ;  and 
as  the  patient  lived  at  fome  diflance  from 
me,  I  heard  nothing  more  of  him  for  the 
f  pacc  of  a  week,  from  my  firft  attendance.  I 
was  then  informed,  that,  though  he  had  con¬ 
tinued  as  cafy  during  that  time,  as  when  I  faw 

him, 
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him,  all  had  been  found  ineffe&ual  to  pro¬ 
cure  the  (mailed  difeharge  of  urine  ;  that,  in 
confequence  of  this,  his  belly  was  then  much 
fwelled ;  and  he  appeared  to  all  around  him 
to  decline  fo  fad,  that  it  was  thought  he 
could  not  furvive  many  hours.  I  imme¬ 
diately  went  to  him,  and  made  another  at¬ 
tempt  to  pafs  the  catheter,  but  with  no  more 
fuccefs  than  before.  On  introducing  my  fin¬ 
ger  into  the  reftum,  I  found  that  the  prodrate 
was  enlarged  ;  but  I  was  dill  unable,  even 
with  the  adidance  afforded  by  the  preffure  of 
the  finger  on  that  part,  to  procure  an  en¬ 
trance  for  the  catheter  into  the  bladder. 
The  patient  was  then  averfe  to  any  further 
operation,  and  was  indeed  become  fo  weak, 
that  I  could  not  think  of  propofing  it.  He 
lived  two  days  longer ;  during  which,  tho’ 
he  was  always  uneafy,  he  yet  did  not  once 
diew  figns  of  violent  pain. 

The  day  after  he  died,  I  was  defired  to  open 
the  body;  and  readily  embraced  the  op¬ 
portunity  it  offered,  of  more  fully  afeertain- 
ing  the  nature  of  the  cafe  ;  concerning  which 

Z  2  1  could 
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I  could  not  but  be  lolicitous  to  obtain  further 
fatisfaftion. 


I  began  with  a  repetition  of  the  attempt 
to  introduce  the  catheter,  in  the  ufual  way, 
through  the  natural  pafiage  of  the  urine  ; 
but  I  could  not  now  carry  it  any  further 
than  I  did  when  the  patient  was  living. 
The  apex  of  the  catheter  feemed  to  ad¬ 
vance,  however,  upon  my  prehing  its  han¬ 
dle  with  a  lmall  degree  of  force;  and  upon 
my  increafing  this  force,  which  in  the  dead 
fubjeft  I  was  not  af  raid  to  do,  the  inflrument 
made  its  way  into  the  bladder;  when  four 
pints  of  urine  were  drawn  off.  I  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  open  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  ; 
the  contents  of  which  appeared  perfectly 
found.  Upon  introducing  my  hand  into 
the  pelvis,  I  felt  a  large  hone  in  the  blad¬ 
der;  and,  on  examining  further,  I  found 
that  the  proflrate  gland  was  enlarged  to 
a  very  great  fize.  I  made  an  opening  in¬ 
to  the  upper  part  of  the  bladder,  and  ex- 
t rafted  the  hone.  It  was  of  an  oval  fhape, 
and  nearly  as  large  as  a  hen’s  egg.  After 
this,  I  again  introduced  the  catheter  thro’ 

the 
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the  urethra,  and  inftantly  carried  it  into 
the  bladder,  through  the  perforation  I  had 
before  made  into  it  with  this  inftrument.  I 
carefully  differed  the  bladder  and  proflrate 
from  their  connections  in  the  pelvis ;  and  re¬ 
moved  them,  together  with  a  fmall  portion 
of  the  membranous  part  of  the  urethra.  Hav¬ 
ing  the  difeafed  parts  now  fully  before  me,  I 
made  an  incifion  through  the  proflrate,  in 
order  to  examine  the  date  of  the  urethra,  at 
the  part  where  it  enters  the  bladder,  and 
where  the  refinance  was  made  to  the  paffage 
of  the  catheter.  This  inftrument  I  found  had 
pierced  through  the  urethra,  about  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  an  inch  beyond  the  caput  gallinaginis 
and  had  pafted  nearly  two  inches  through 
the  fubftance  of  the  enlarged  proflrate,  be¬ 
fore  it  entered  the  bladder*.  The  promi¬ 
nence  of  the  proflrate  was  fo  great,  that  it 
projefted  above  an  inch  and  a  half,  in  near 
ly  a  perpendicular  direClion  to  the  mem¬ 
branous  part  of  the  urethra,  at  the  place 
where  the  catheter  had  pierced  it.  This 
gland  had  no  appearance  of  being  gan¬ 
grened,  nor  had  it  undergone  any  change 


*  See  Tig.  1,  on  the  plate  annexed. 
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of  colour;  yet,  notwithstanding  this,  its  ex¬ 
ternal  afpeft,  it  mud  certainly  have  acquired 
a  confiderable  degree  of  morbid  tendernefs, 
as  its  admitting  the  blunt  end  of  a  large  ca¬ 
theter  to  pafs  through  it,  was,  I  think,  no 
otherwife  to  be  accounted  for.  The  caput 
gallinaginis  had  its  ufual  fize  and  appear¬ 
ance  ;  and  round  it  were  a  great  number  of 
lacunae.  Some  of  thefe  were  of  confiderable 
fize  ;  and  one  in  particular,  befides  the  per¬ 
foration  through  which  the  catheter  palled 
into  the  bladder,  was  fo  large,  that  I  imagine, 
either  a  bougie,  or  one  of  the  catheters 
which  had  been  introduced  to  draw  off  the 
urine,  mud  have  been  carried  into  it,  and 
dilated  it. 


T he  cafe  I  have  now  related  is  one,  among 
many  other  inffances  of  dilorder  to  which 
the  human  fpecies  are  liable,  which  it  feems 
beyond  the  power  of  art  to  relieve.  The  en¬ 
largement  of  the  proftrate,  in  this  inflance, 
was  indeed,  moft  probably,  occafioned  by  the 
dimulus,  which  a  done  in  the  bladder  ex¬ 
cited  ;  and  therefore,  if  the  exidence  of  the 

done 
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(lone  had  been  afeertained  at  an  earlier  pe¬ 
riod,  its  removal  might  have  prevented  the 
fatal  effedis  that  followed.  Many  inflances, 
however,  have  occurred,  and  feveral  are  re¬ 
lated  by  authors,  of  (imilar  affe&ions  of  this 
gland,  without  any  fuch  caufe,  and  indeed 
without  any  known  caufe  whatever  ;  and  in 
all  inch  cafes,  it  merits  enquiry,  whether, 
if  the  catheter  cannot  be  introduced  through 
the  natural  paffage,  it  may  not  be  fafely  car¬ 
ried  through  the  enlarged  gland,  in  the  way 
it  was  introduced,  after  death,  in  the  cafe 
here  related?. 

But  it  is  not  my  defign,  at  prefent,  to 
dwell  either  upon  the  nature  or  treatment  of 
this  diforder  ;  and,  in  what  remains  of  this 
paper,  I  fhall  confine  myfelf  to  fuch  remarks 
as  have  occurred  to  me,  and  may  not  be  un- 
deferving  attention,  on  the  fhape  of  the  male 
catheter,  and  the  mode  of  introducing  it. 

This  is  a  fubjeft  of  no  fmall  importance ; 
fince,  in  fupprelfions  of  urine,  the  catheter 
often  fupplies  the  only  remaining  means  for 
the  prefervation  of  life.  Various  impediments 

to 
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to  the  introduction  of  the  catheter  may  un¬ 
doubtedly  cxid,  which  no  (kill  or  dexterity 
is  able  to  furmount ;  and  I  believe  it  will  be 
admitted,  that  one  of  thefe  has  been  deferibed 
in  the  preceding  cafe.  It  is  neverthelefs  mod 
requifite,  in  all  calcs,  that  a  careful  attention 
be  given  to  the  fhape  and  fize  of  the  cathe¬ 
ter  ;  and,  in  the  ufe  of  the  indrument, 
attention  fhould  alfo  be  given  to  the  druc- 
ture  and  curvature  of  the  urethra ;  it  being 
no  lefs  apparent  than  certain,  that  the  proba¬ 
bility  of  fucceding,  however  fmall  in  itfelf, 
mult  always  be  lefs,  when  the  circumdances 
above  pointed  out  have  not  been  properly 
regarded. 

In  the  firfl  place,  it  appears  to  me  not  a  lit¬ 
tle  extraordinary,  that  the  curvature  of  the  ca¬ 
theters,  which  are  reprefented  in  many  books 
of  furgery,  and  alfo  of  tliofe  which  are  ufually 
lold  at  the  indrument-makers,  fhould  differ 
lo  much,  as  I  find  they  do,  from  that  of  the 
found,  that  is  ufed  in  fearching  for  the  done, 
fl  he  greated  difficulty  that  occurs,  botli  in 
fearching,  and  in  drawing  off  the  urine,  is  in 
the  introduction  ol  the  proper  indruments ; 

and 
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and  if,  as  a  modern  writer,  of  acknowledged 
merit,  informs  us*,  the  curvature  of  the 
found  he  reprefents,  is  taken  exaftly  from 
the  natural  curvature  of  the  urethra,  and  is 
mod  proper  for  its  introduction  into  the  blad¬ 
der  ;  that  curvature,  I  fliould  imagine,  would 
be  moft  fuitable  for  the  catheter  alfo.  This 
inftrument,  however,  is,  in  general,  curved 
very  differently  from  founds ;  and  the  cathe¬ 
ter.  Mr.  Bel!  himfelf  reprefents  in  Plate  15, 
Vol.  ii.  is  curved  quite  different  from  his 
founds,  reprefented  in  Plate  xii.  of  the  fame 
volume.  The  curvature  of  the  ftaff,  for  di- 
refting  the  gorget  into  the  bladder  in  Litho¬ 
tomy  is  required  to  be  large;  and,  perhaps, 
larger  than  that  of  the  other  inftruments  I 
have  mentioned,  in  order  that  it  may  prove 
a  more  certain  guide,  in  conducing  the 
knife  through  the  integuments  in  perinseo. 
But  this  is  a  me  to  which  neither  founds 
nor  catheters  are  applicable ;  and  therefore, 
unlefs  the  largenefs  of  the  curvature  renders 
the  introduclion  of  thefe  inftruments  into 
the  bladder  more  eafy,  it  does  not  appear  re- 
quifite  in  either  of  them. 

*  See  Bell’s  S)flem  of  Surgery,  vol.  ii.  p.  34. 

It 
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It  rray  probably  be  urged,  that  the  found 
requires  a  large  curvature,  in  order  that  a 
large  portion  of  it  may  be  introduced  into 
the  bladder;  and  thus,  in  fearching,  when 
the  done  is  fmall,  the  chance  of  firiking  on 
it  may  be  greater,  than  when  the  curvature 
is  ids.  But  I  am  very  doubtful,  whether  a 
larger  portion  ol  the  found  can  be  introduced 
when  its  curvature  is  large,  than  when  it  is 
finall ;  and,  betides  this,  the  done  naturally 
falls  to  the  bottom  of  the  bladder,  and  this 
is  a  part  of  it  which  may  be  reached  without 
any  extraordinary  curvature  of  the  inflru- 
ment.  Befides  which,  the  apex  or  inner  ter¬ 
mination  of  the  found  admits  of  confiderable 
motion  in  the  bladder,  by  railing  or  deprelB 
ing  its  handle ;  and,  therefore  it  may,  by  this 

method,  in  moll  cafes,  be  carried  into  contact 

* 

with  any  body  that  is  lodged  in  it. 

It  is,  however,  neceffary  lor  me  to  add, 
that  as  the  curvature  of  the  found  is  fome- 
times  too  large,  that  of  the  catheter,  on  the 
contrary,  is  often  made  much  too  (mall ;  and 
I  have  feveral  times  been  dilappointed  in  the 
attempt  to  introduce  fuch  an  indrument, 

when 
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when  I  have  afterwards  fuccecded  with  a  ca¬ 
theter,  whofe  curvature  was  larger. 

The  tranfiator  of  Monf.  Le  Dran’s  Trea- 
tife  on  the  Operations  of  Surgery,  obferves, 
page  219,  “  that  the  curvature  of  the  cathe¬ 
ter  fhould  be  proportionable  to  the  make  of 
the  patient ;  and  that  this  may  be  guefied  at 
fight.5’  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  underhand  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  this  fentence,  if  any  thing  more  is  in¬ 
tended  by  it,  than  that  the  curvature  of  the 
catheter  fhould  be  varied  according  to  the 
fize  of  the  perfon  on  whom  it  is  to  be  ufed. 
And  this  appears  to  have  been  the  meaning 
of  Le  Dran  himfelf,  hnce  the  original  words, 
(e  grandeur  du  malade*,”  may,  I  think,  more 
properly  be  tranllated,  “  fize  of  the  patient,” 
than  “  make  of  the  patient.”  The  curvature 
of  the  urethra,  in  perfons  whofe  fize  is  fimi- 
lar,  is,  in  general,  I  believe,  nearly  alike;  and 
when  the  fize  varies,  as  in  the  cafe  of  a  boy 
and  a  man,  I  am  difpofed  to  think,  though 
the  feveral  parts  are  larger  in  the  latter  than 

in  the  former,  that  the  curvature  is  ftill  fimi- 

« 

*  Traite  des  Operations  de  Chirurgerie,  par  H.  F.  le 
Dran.  p.  288. 
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lar.  Heifter  feems  to  have  been  of  this 
opinion,  and,  in  plate  xxvii,  he  gives  a  re- 
prefentation  of  a  number  of  catheters,  dif¬ 
fering  in  length  and  thicknefs  ;  but  in  all  of 
tliefe  the  fame  curvature  is  preferved  in 
proportion  to  their  refpefclive  lengths. 

Some  furgeons  have  fhaped  their  founds 
according  to  the  fhape  of  the  large  curvature 
of  the  urethra;  but  this  does  not  feem  to  fur- 
nidi  a  certain  rule  for  the  conftruftion  either 
of  founds  or  catheters ;  hnce  the  difficulty  that 
occurs  in  introducing  them  does  not  arife  from 
the  want  of  fuch  conformity,  but  from  the 
oppofition  thele  inflruments  meet,  when  their 
apex,  or  inner  termination,  reaches  the  end  of 
this  curvature,  and  lias  to  pafs  a  fmall  curva¬ 
ture  of  the  urethra,  which  lies  under  the  fym- 
phifis  pubis,  at  the  entrance  into  the  blad¬ 
der. 

Le  Dran  obferves,  that  the  fize  of  the  ca¬ 
theter  diould  be  fuited  to  the  fize  of  the 
urethra ;  and  that  this  is  to  be  determined  by 
the  fi  ze  of  the  orifice  in  the  glans  penis  *. 

*  'I  raite  dcs  Operations  cle  Chirurgcrie,  par  H.  F.  le 
Dran,  p,  288. 
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I  have,  however,  often  found  the  orifice  of 
the  urethra  in  the  glans  penis  much  con- 
tra6fed  ;  and  yet  the  urethra,  in  its  whole 
length  afterwards,  has  been  of  its  full  natural 
fize.  Le  Dran  adds  a  remark,  which  I  be¬ 
lieve  is  univerfally  admitted  to  be  juft,  “  that 
a  pretty  large  catheter  always  paffes  better 
than  a  fmall  one.” 

As  to  the  length  of  the  catheter,  thefe  in- 
flruments  are  generally  made  much  fhorter 
than  founds.  In  the  latter,  indeed,  the  ad¬ 
ditional  length  affords  a  confiderable  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  furgeon,  enabling  him  to  move  it 
about  in  the  bladder,  in  fearch  of  a  ftone, 
with  much  more  eafe  than  he  could  do,  if  it 
was  fhorter.  But.  the  neceffity  is  not  the 
fame,  in  the  ufe  of  the  catheter.  Not- 
withflanding  which,  if  the  length  of  that 
inflrument  was  increafed  to  about  twelve 
inches,  according  to  the  representation  of  it 
in  Fig.  2.  on  the  plate  annexed,  which  is 
more  than  an  inch  above  the  ordinary 
length,  I  believe  the  facility  of  ufing  it, 
would  be  in  no  fmall  degree  increafed. 


The 
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The  figure,  juft  referred  to,  is  taken  from  an 
inftrument  which  I  have  long  made  ule  of 
myfelf ;  and  have  found  it  fo  often  to  fuc- 
ceed,  where  others  of  a  different  fize  and 
curvature  have  failed,  that  I  beg  leave  to 
recommend  it  to  the  notice  of  this  fociety. 

With  regard  to  the  pofture  of  the  patient 
during  the  operation,  I  have  performed  it 
when  this  has  been  very  different.  The  moft 
convenient,  I  think,  is,  for  the  patient  to 
Hand,  with  his  back  againft  the  wainfeot  of 
the  room,  and  the  furgeon  to  be  feated  be¬ 
fore  him.  If,  however,  the  patient  is  very 
infirm,  the  operation  may  be  performed  either 
in  a  fitting  or  more  reclined  pofture,  as  he 
fhall  find  to  be  moft  eafy. 

The  mode  in  which  I  pafs  the  inftrument, 
is  as  follows : 

Being  firft  thoroughly  oiled,  I  introduce 
it  into  the  urethra,  with  its  convex  part  up- 
permoft,  and  carry  it  as  far  as  it  will  pafs, 
without  ufing  force.  It  is  the  pra6tice  of 
fome  burgeons,  in  doing  this,  to  draw  the 

penis  forwards  over  the  catheter ;  and  Monf. 

Le 
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Le  Dran  obferves  *,  “  that  the  great  art  in 
fearching,”  and  I  prefume  he  muff  mean, 
there  is  the  fame  art  in  drawing  off  the  urine, 
“  is  to  keep  up  a  kind  of  intelligence  between 
the  hand  that  fupports  the  penis,  and  the 
other  which  direfts  the  inftrument/’  He  adds, 
“  that  they  ought  to  aft  fo  in  concert,  that, 
alternately,  the  catheter  may  be  thruft  into 
the  penis,  and  the  penis  drawn  forwards  upon 
the  catheter/5  In  this  method,  I  have  repeat¬ 
edly  attempted  to  introduce  the  catheter; 
but,  notwithflanding  all  the  care  I  could  ufe, 
my  attempts  have,  in  general,  been  without 
fuccefs;  and  I  have  obferved,  in  various  in- 
ffances,  that  the  attempts  of  others,  in  the 
fame  way,  have  been  equally  unfuccefsfuh 
I  do  not  mean,  however,  by  this  remark,  to 
convey  a  doubt  of  Le  Dran  s  fuccefs,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  method  he  has  defcribed;  but  fince 
I,  and  others,  have  not  been  fo  fortunate,  as 
to  meet  with  fimilar  fuccefs,  I  hope  1  (hall 
(land  excufed,  if  I  propofe  a  method  fome- 
what  different,  and  which,  in  my  praftice,  has 
been  more  fuccefsful.  I  therefore  add,  that 
in  a  great  number  of  inftances,  I  have  fcarce 
once  found  it  neceffary  to  touch  the  penis, 

*  Traite  par  le  Dran,  p.  290. 
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alter  the  apex  of  the  catheter  has  been  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  urethra:  nor  will  this,  I  think, 
appear  improbable,  when  it  is  confidered, 
that  the  anterior  part  of  the  urethra,  is  the 
only  part  which  can  elfentially  be  affe&ed  by 
drawing  the  penis  forward;  and  this  affords 
no  obllacle  to  the  pallage  of  the  inftrument, 
unlefs  there  is  a  ftrifture  in  it.  The  pofie- 
rior  part  of  the  urethra,  through  which, 
alone,  it  is  difficult  to  pafs  the  inflrument, 
can  neither  be  llraitened  nor  fmoothed  by 
this  part  of  the  procefs.  But,  befides  the’ 
objection  I  have  now  mentioned  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  drawing  the  penis  forward,  I  (hall  pre- 
lently  have  occafion  to  obferve,  further,  that 
the  confinement  of  the  catheter,  neceffarily 
occalioned  by  it,  is  not  only  unnecefiary,  but, 
in  a  fubfequent  part  of  the  operation,  is  alio 
liable  to  be  injurious. 

When  the  catheter  has  proceeded  as  far  as 
it  will  pafs,  without  tiling  force,  I  turn  it 
(lowly  round,  fo  as  to  bring  its  concave  lide 
uppermoft  ;  and,  in  doing  this,  I  make  a 
large  fweep  with  the  handle  ol  the  inllru- 
ment,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  keep  my  atten¬ 
tion  ficadily  fixed  on  its  apex,  or  inner  ter¬ 
mination  ; 
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mination ;  which  I  take  particular  care, 
neither  to  retraft,  nor  to  move  from  its  firtt 
line  of  direftion. 

f 

In  this  part  of  the  operation,  as  well  as  the 
former,  I  differ  confiderably,  both  from  the 
direftions  and  praftice  of  many  eminent 
furgeons.  Mr.  Bromfield*,  in  particular,  di- 
refts,  when  the  apex  of  the  found  meets  with 
refinance  in  perin'cEO,  that  it  be  turned  round, 
not  Jlowly ,  as  I  have  directed,  but  fuddenly  ; 
and,  though  I  do  not  find  the  fame  direflion 
fo  plainly  given  by  other  chirurgical  authors, 
when  writing  on  this  operation,  yet  this  is 
the  mode  I  have  generally  feen  furgeons 
purfue  in  the  performance  of  it.  Some¬ 
times,  when  the  operators  have  been  ex¬ 
perienced  men,  like  the  gentleman  above- 
mentioned,  it  has,  without  doubt,  fucceeded 
in  this  way  ;  but,  in  general,  and  efpecially 
when  the  furgeon  has  been  inexperienced, 
the  operation  has  failed  ;  and,  even  with 
the  finger  in  the  reftum,  it  has  not  always 
been  rendered  fuccefsful. 

i 

*  See  Bromfield’s  Chirurgical  Obfervations,  vol.  ii. 
p.  200. 

Vol.  I.  A  a 


When 


351  Af  E  M  0  I  R  S  of  the 

When,  again,  the  apex  of  the  catheter 
readies  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  if  it  does 
not  eafily  pafs  in  on  depreflmg  the  handle, 
Mr.  Sharp  *  recommends  to  withdraw  it  a 
quarter  of  an  inch,  and  then  to  introduce 
the  finger  into  the  redtum  to  raife  it  ;  by 
which  method  he  fays  it  will  feldom  fail  to 
enter.  For  my  own  part,  1  have  rarely  had 
occafion  to  introduce  my  finger  into  the 
rectum,  in  performing  this  operation  ;  and 
in  the  direction  above  given  for  introducing 
the  infirument,  I  have  mentioned,  particu¬ 
larly,  that  its  inner  termination  fhould  not 
be  permitted  to  retraft,  when  it  reaches  the 
arch  of  the  os  pubis.  I  beg  to  dwell  upon 
this  circumftance,  believing  it  efiential  to  the 
eafy  introduction  of  the  infirument.  On  the 
contrary,  whenever  I  have  been  inattentive 
to  it,  and  have  allowed  the  catheter  to  fall 
back,  I  have  always  been  under  the  ncceility 
of  entirely  withdrawing  it. 

But  the  part  of  the  operation  of  introduc¬ 
ing  the  catheter,  on  which,  I  believe,  it's  fuc- 
eefs  chiefly  depends,  is  the  prefervation  of  the 
apex  of  the  infirument,  at  the  time  of  turning 

*  Sec  Sharp’*  l'icatife  on  the  Operations  ofSurgery,p.8i. 
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its  concave  fide  uppermoft ,  in  the  right  di¬ 
rection  of  the  urethra  ;  fo  that  it  may  not 
then  prefs  aginft  the  Tides  of  this  canal.  In 
order  to  make  my  meaning  better  undcrftood, 
I  will  fuppofe  a  perfon  to  prefs  the  apex  of  a 
catheter,  with  its  convex  fide  uppermoft, 
againft  his  finger,  or  any  other  refilling  body. 
If  he  turns  the  inftrument  fuddenly  round, 
fo  as  to  bring  its  concave  fide  uppermoft,  he 
will  find,  unlefs  he  ufes  great  care,  that  its 
apex  will  be  moved  from  its  place,  and  take 
a  new  direftion,  different  from  that  which  it 
followed  before  he  made  the  turn.  A  fimilar 
effe£l  takes  place  when  the  inftrument  is  in 
the  urethra;  and  if  in  that  cafe,  on  the  turn 
of  the  inftrument,  its  apex,  inftead  of  prefting 
ftrait  forward  in  the  urethra,  fhould  take  its 
direction  againft  the  fides  of  the  canal,  no  ad¬ 
ditional  preflure,  afterwards,  can  make  it  ad¬ 
vance.  For  this  reafon,  inftead  of  turning 
the  inftrument  fuddenly,  in  the  way  recom¬ 
mended  by  Mr.  Bromfield,  I  always  make 
the  turn  flowly,  and  give  the  handle  of  the 
catheter  a  large  fweep  round ;  and  this  large 
fweep  of  the  handle  is  accomplifhed  much 
more  readily  when  the  inftrument  is  uncon¬ 
fined,  than  it  can  be  when  the  penis  is  drawn 

A  a  2  forward 
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forwards  over  it,  in  the  wav  recommended  bv 

9  4  •  4 

Monf.  Lc  Dran. 

When  the  catheter  is  turned,  it  mud  Rill 
be  prefled  onward,  and  its  handle  at  the  fame 
time  be  gently  deprefled.  By  this  method  it 
will  be  made  to  enter  the  bladder,  and  upon 
removing  the  ftife,the  urine  of  courfe  wi  11  be 

o 

difeharged  through  it. 

I  fcarcely  need  mention,  that  previous  to 
the  ufe  of  a  catheter,  a  bougie  fhould  be  in¬ 
troduced.  This  alone,  in  many  inltances, 
has  been  fufficient  to  procure  the  difeharge 
of  the  urine.  I  have  alfo  not  unfrequently 
fucceeded,  in  drawing  off  the  urine,  with  a 
hollow  bougie  made  of  elaffic  gum.  But 
notwithflanding  thefe  fuccefles,  cafes  will 
Rill  often  occur,  which  the  catheter  alone 
can  relieve.  Every  hint,  therefore,  that  may 
tend  to  render  the  introdu&ion  of  this  inltru- 
ment  more  eafy  and  certain,  will,  1  flatter 
myfelf,  be  thought  not  unworthy  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  this  fociety. 
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REFERENCES  to  the  PLATE. 

Jig.  1.  Was  taken  from  a  preparation  of  the  parts 
affected  by  the  diforder,  described  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  paper. 

A.  Part  of  the  in  fide  of  the  urinary  bladder. 

B.  C.  D.  E.  The  mfide  of  the  enlarged  proftrate  gland 
F.  G.  A  probe  carried  through  the  perforation  made 

in  the  proftrate  with  the  catheter. 

H.  The  caput  gallinaginis  perforated  by  a  great  number. 

of  lacuna:,  and  furrounded  by  many  others. 

I.  K.  The  orifices  of  the  ureters. 

L.  M.  The  outfide  of  the  proftrate. 

N.  O.  The  outfide  of  the  bladder. 

Fig.  2.  The  catheter  recommended. 


ARTICLE  XXXI. 

Cafe  of  a  Scirrhous  CEfophagus 9  by  Wm.  Far- 
qu  H  arson,  of  Edinburgh ,  M.  D.  and 
C.  M.  S.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
ficians  of  Edinburgh 3  and  Correfponding  Mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Society  of  Scotch  Antiquaries . 

Read  December  3,  1787. 

THE  conftrufled  cefophagus,  one  of  the 
mod  deplorable  difeafes  to  which  the 
human  body  is  fubject,  though  not  uncom- 

A  a  3  men, 
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mon,  has  been  fo  fcldom  deferibed  by  me¬ 
dical  writers,  and  is  lo  bale  known  by  the 
generality  of  pratlitioners,  that  it  may  be 
deemed  a  new  difeafe. 

Having  been  hitherto  found  incurable,  ex¬ 
cept  in  an  early  (tage,  I  (latter  myfelf  a  mi¬ 
nute  and  accurate  hiflory  of  it  s  firft  fymp- 
toms  and  progrefs  will  not  be  unacceptable 
to  the  public;  more  efpecially  as  its  begin¬ 
ning  is  too  (light  to  give  the  patient  any  alarm, 
or  be  thought  a  proper  objeft  of  medical  at¬ 
tention. 

i 

With  a  view  to  the  above,  I  lay  the  follow¬ 
ing  ca(e  before  the  Medical  Society,  and  beg 
leave  to  a  (lure  them  that  I  can  promife  for 
the  authenticity  of  the  fafts  as  they  were  taken 
from  the  patient  s  own  mouth,  and  minuted 
down  at  the  time;  and  I  hope  a  proper  atten¬ 
tion  to  accuracy  and  minutenefs  will  excufe 

* 

the  deficiency  of  (lyle  and  arrangement. 

June  10,  1787.  William  Glen,  aged  44, 
naturally  delicate,  of  a  (lender  make,  remark¬ 
ably  pale  complexion,  very  weak  and  ex- 
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tremely  emaciated,  confulted  me  for  a  difor- 

« 

de  r  in  the  cefbphagus,  about  half  way  between 
the  throat  and  ttomach,  which  rendered  him 
perfe&ly  incapable  of  {’wallowing  folid  food 
ot  any  kind,  and  even  caufed  the  mofl  liquid 
food  to  be  rejected,  alter  remaining  lome 
hours  in  his  throat. 


On  examination,  I  found  that  he  had  la¬ 
boured  under  this  complaint,  though  in  a 
lets  degree,  fince  the  beginning  of  January, 

1/°7* 

He  gave  me  the  following  hiftory  of  his 
cafe : 

January  find,  he  was  feized  with  a  cold  and 
flight  fever,  to  which  he  was  very  fubjeft,  this 
confined  him  to  his  bed  for  ten  days.  When 

J 

he  began  to  recover,  he  felt  a  {light  difficulty 
of  {wallowing,  which  he  attributed  to  wind 
meeting  the  food  in  it's  pafiage  to  the  flo- 
mach. 

For  this  fuppofed  windy  complaint  he 
confulted  a  druggilt  of  this  place,  who  or¬ 
dered 


360  M  E  M  0  1  R  S  of  the 

dercd  him  fomchiera  picra  infufed  in  brandy, 
a  wine-glafs  full  to  be  taken  twice  a  day. 
This  increafed  his  complaints  fo  much,  that 
he  left  off  ufing  it  in  lefs  than  a  week,  and 
took  no  more  medicines  till  after  he  con- 
fulted  me.  It  will  not  be  improper  to  ob- 
ferve  here  that  this  patient  had  never  found 
fpirits  agree  with  him  ;  but  fince  January  laft 
they  increafed  his  fufferings  very  much  :  he 
was  temperate  in  the  ufe  of  every  thing  ex¬ 
cept  drinking  tea  and  finoaking  tobacco. 

From  this  time  he  grew  daily  worfe,  fo  that 
by  the  end  of  February,  every  bit  of  his  folid, 
and  part  of  his  liquid  food,  was  rejefted,  af¬ 
ter  remaining  four,  five,  or  fix  hours,  in  the 
cefophagus.  From  the  time  of  his  fwallow- 
ing  any  food  to  the  time  of  its  being  rejcfled, 
he  was  very  uneafy.  He  complained  of  a 
fen  fie  of  weight  and  fullnefs  in  his  bread  and 
a  violent  pain  in  his  back,  nearly  oppofite 
to  the  cardia ;  thefe  fymptoms  went  off  after 
the  food  came  up. 

He  was  now  reduced  to  the  ncceffity  of 
fub filling  entirely  on  the  mod  liquid  food 

taken 
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taken  often,  but  in  a  fmall  quantity  at  once; 
though  he  could  hill  fwallow  frefh  butter 
pretty  well,  and  had  a  great  defire  for  it,  yet 
his  poverty  prevented  him  from  procuring  a 
iufticient  quantity. 


As  his  food  was  now  feldom  retained  more 
than  an  hour  or  two  at  moft,  and  was  thrown 
up  in  greater  quantities  than  formerly,  he  loft 
his  ftrength  and  flefh  fo  much,  that  he  began 
to  be  alarmed,  and  for  the  firft  time  thought 
himfelfin  danger. 

o 

June  10th,  he  confulted  me.  I  immedi¬ 
ately  fufpefl ed  the  caufe  of  this  diforder ;  and 
though  I  had  very  little  hopes  of  curing  him, 
as  the  difeafe  was  fo  far  advanced;  yet  that 
I  might  not  feem  to  abandon  him  to  his  fate, 
I  refolved  to  give  mercury  a  fair  trial,  which 
was  the  only  medicine  I  had  ever  feen  of  ufe 
in  the  like  circumftances.  As  I  judged  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  produce  a  gentle  falivation  as 
quickly  as  poftible,  I  ordered  him  three 
grains  of  calomel,  and  one  grain  of  opium, 
every  night  at  bed  time,  with  a  laxative  oc- 
cafionally,  to  obviate  coftivenefs.  At  the 

fame 
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fame  time,  I  ordered  him  to  be  fed  with  milk, 
or  rich  broth,  a  good  deal  of  belli  butter,  and 
a  little  wine  daily. 

In  about  ten  days  he  began  to  fpit  gently, 
and  in  about  a  month  more  I  was  agreeably 
furprized  to  find  him  fo  much  relieved,  that 
he  could  (wallow  liquid  food  without  diili- 
culty,  and  got  over  even  folids,  when  cut 
fmall  and  well  chewed :  neither  folids  nor 
liquids  were  now  rejefted.  The  pain  in  his 
back,  and  fenfe  of  weight  and  fullnefsat  his 
bread,  had  gone  off,  and  he  began  to  gather 
llefh  and  flrength,  fo  that  I  had  every  reafon 
to  look  for  a  perfect  cure. 

As  he  now  falivated  freely,  I  ordered  him 
to  omit  his  medicines  every  other  night,  to 
guard  again!!  cold,  to  live  on  the  mod  nou- 
r idling  diet  he  could  procure,  and  tocncreafe 
his  ordinary  quantity  of  wine.  However, 
he  unluckily  expofed  himfelf  in  a  rainy  day, 
and  got  a  rheumatifm  in  his  thigh  ;  this,  and 
the  idea  of  his  being  out  of  danger,  made 
him  give  up  his  medicines  entirely,  and  I 
heard  no  more  of  him  till  the  25th  of  Sep¬ 
tember, 
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tember,  when  he  was  admitted  into  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Difpenfary  of  Paifley. 

Mr.  White,  one  of  the  hmgeons  examined 
him  with  me.  We  found  things  had  taken  a 
furprifing  turn  for  the  worfe.  All  his  com¬ 
plaints  had  returned  with  greater  violence 
than  ever;  his  inability  of  fwal lowing  even 
liquid  food  had  increafed,  and  every  thing 
he  took  was  rejefted,  in  a  Ihorter  time  than 
formerly,  with  a  particular  gurgling  noife. 
He  bad  pain  as  well  as  the  fenfe  of  weight  and 
lulnefs  at  his  bread,  and  the  pain  of  his  back 
was  now  conflant  and  more  fevere.  The  di¬ 
latation  of  the  upper  part  of  the  oefophagus 
was  plainly  perceptible;  he  was  extremely 
weakened  and  emaciated.  He  never  had  a 
llool  without  a  clyfter  or  a  laxative,  and  it 
was  with  difficulty  he  got  down  as  much  of 
the  laxative  as  kept  his  body  open.  His  pulfe 
was  regular,  but  weak,  and  his  breathing  was 
not  at  all  afiefted.  He  informed  us,  that  his 
complaints  had  returned  in  a  ffiort  time  after 
quitting  his  medicines,  and  immediately  after 
his  falivation  ceafed. 


In 
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In  this  fituation  little  could  be  expe&ed 
from  medicines  ;  however,  we  ordered  the 
calomel  and  opium  to  be  repeated,  and 
ij3  of  mercurial  ointment  to  be  rubbed  into 
the  pained  part  of  his  throat  every  night  at 
bed-time;  with  fome  decoCtion  of  woods  after 
it,  and  a  laxative  occafionally.  We  like- 
wife  ordered  half  a  pint  of  wine,  and  a  cl  viler 
of  mutton  broth  daily.  At  the  fame  time  we 
gave  particular  directions  about  feeding  him. 

Notwithflanding  all  our  endeavours,  his 
difeale  gained  ground  daily,  fo  that  by  the 
middle  of  October,  every  particle  of  his 
food  was  rejefted  in  a  few  minutes,  mixed 
with  a  great  quantity  of  mucus  and  faliva. 
His  weaknefs  and  emaciation  were  now  fo 
extreme,  that  he  could  not  move  off  his 
back  ;  and  for  fome  days  before  his  death, 
lie  was  generally  in  a  Hate  of  llupor,  unlefs 
he  was  (poke  to  ;  yet  he  Hill  expreffed  a  de¬ 
fire  for  food  ;  and  his  breathing  was  not  in 
the  leafl  affeCted,  as  the  day  before  his  death 
he  flept  with  his  mouth  lliut,  and  without  a 
pillow  in  his  ordinary  manner.  We  now 
ordered  the  broth  clyflers  to  be  repeated 

thrice 
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thrice  a-day,  without  any  effeft,  for  on  the 
27th  of  Oftober  he  expired  without  a  drug¬ 
gie,  abfolutely  ftarved  to  death. 

Leave  being  obtained  to  open  the  body,  it 
was  carefully  examined  by  Mr.  Thynne,  one 
of  the  furgeons  of  the  Difpenfary. 

The  emaciation  was  extreme  ;  not  a  par¬ 
ticle  of  fat  was  to  be  feen,  and  even  the  muf- 
cles  themfelves  feemed  to  be  wafted. 

On  laying  bare  the  oefophagus,  we  per¬ 
ceived  about  fix  inches  of  it,  beginning  a 
little  below  the  pharynx,  much  dilated  ;  and 
about  two  inches  and  a  half  from  that  to 
near  the  cardia,  perfeftly  feirrhous. 

On  cutting  it  open,  we  found  the  coats  of 
the  dilated  part  much  thinner  than  ordinary, 
die  inner  coat  was  extremely  Irnooth,  and 
perfettly  free  from  ulceration.  This  part  of 
the  oefophagus  contained  a  great  quantity  of 
mucus  and  faliva,  with  a  little  of  the  aliment, 
but  no  pus. 


The 
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The  fcirrhous  portion  of  the  trfophagus 
was  completely  impervious,  and  afforded 
confiderable  refiffance  to  the  fmall  blade  oF 
a  probe  Fciflars,  with  which  it  was  cut  open. 
The  coats  oF  this  portion  were  impercepti¬ 
ble,  being  confounded  in  the  Fcirrhous  mafs. 

Theftomach  fhewed  no  appearances  oF  dif- 
eafe,  only  the  coronary  vein  was  uncommonly 
large,  and  much  didended  with  dark  coloured 
blood.  There  was  a  great  quantity  oF  a  fluid 
in  the  flomach  which  appeared  to  be  princi¬ 
pally  bile  and  mucus. 

The  inteftines  were  much  contra&ed,  but 
otherwife  in  a  natural  date. 

The  liver,  gad-bladder,  pancreas,  and 
fpleen,  were  as  uFual. 

The  fubftance  of  the  lungs  was  remarkably 
white,  and  the  Final  led  ramifications  oF  the 
veins  appeared  as  if  they  had  been  filled  with 
a  black  injeflion.  Both  lobes,  but  particu¬ 
larly  the  right,  adhered  drongly  to  the  pleura. 


The 
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The  heart  was  not  larger  than  that  of  a 

o 

child  fix  years  old,  yet  it  feemed  perfeCt  in 
all  its  parts,  and  the  arteries  and  veins  con¬ 
nected  with  it  were  of  the  ordinary  fize,  but 
their  coats  were  remarkably  white  and  thin* 

j 

There  was  no  w^ter  in  the  pericardium  or 
facs  of  the  pleura. 

In  the  drawings  fubjoined  to  this  cafe,  I 
have  endeavoured  to  give  a  reprefentation  oi 
the  difeafed  part  of  the  cefophagus,  of  the 
natural  fize,  both  before  and  after  it  was  cut 
open. 


EXPLANATION  of  the  PLATE. 

A.  The  cefophagus  cut  off  a  little  below  the  pharynx. 

B.  B.  B.  B.  Dilated  part  of  the  cefophagus  cut  open. 

C.  C.  C.  C.  Scirrhous  part  of  the  cefophagus  cut  open. 

D.  CEfophagus  cut  off  a  little  above  the  cardia. 
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A  R  T  I  C  L  E  XXXII. 

Ili/lory  of  a  Cafe  of  incijlcd  Drofjy ,  with  a 
Dijfeclion ,  by  Amos  W  in  ship,  of  Bojlon, 
Majfachufctts ,  M.  D.  and  C.  M.  S.  in  a  Let¬ 
ter  to  J.  C.  Lettsom,  M.  1). 

Read  March  31,  1 788. 

C^.  M.  a  young  woman  34  years  of  age, 
^  began  to  have  hydropic  fwellings  of  the 
abdomen,  early  in  the  year  1786.  She  had 
been  intemperate  for  fomc  years,  and  had, 
previous  to  this  indifpofition,  been  cured  of 
the  lues  venerea.  After  the  trial  of  power¬ 
ful  diuretics,  and  cathartics,  diobftruent  me¬ 
dicines  without  advantage  ;  the  paracentefis 
was  performed  by  Dr.  Cheever  of  this  place, 
and  upwards  of  four  gallons  of  limpid  water 
were  di (charged. 

Alter  this  operation  fhe  improved  in  health, 
and  gradually  regained  her  ffrength  and  (pi¬ 
nts,  and  had  a  return  of  regularity  in  the 

whole 
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whole  animal  ceconomy ;  the  urine  in  parti¬ 
cular  was  difcharged  in  its  ul'ual  quantity  and 
colour. 

t 

* 

This  healthy  appearance  was  of  fhort  du¬ 
ration  ;  in  a  few  weeks  the  abdomen  again 
tumefied;  the  accufiomed  evacuations  were 
fuppreffed  or  irregular,  and  the  operation  of 
tapping  was  again  had  recourfe  to,  and  with 
fimilar  advantages.  She  filled  again  with 
water,  and  was  tapped  the  third  time;  in  the 
begining  of  G£iober,  the  operation  was 
again  neceffarily  performed  for  the  fourth 
time,  which  proved  the  lafi,  for  a  fever  and 
diarrhaca  foon  after  enfuing,  (lie  died  on  the 
14th  of  the  fame  month. 


The  Direction. 

On  commencing  the  opening  of  the  ab¬ 
domen,  the  firft  preternatural  appearance 
was  a  colleftion  of  purulent  matter,  lodged 
between  the  oblique  and  tranfverfe  mufcles  ; 
upon  continuing  the  mcifion  through  the  in- 
Vo!.  II.  B  b  teguments 
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teguments  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen* 
there  gufhed  out  an  extremely  feet  id  fluidr 
intermixed  with  pus  and  coagulable  lymph,  in 
which  numerous  hydatides  of  the  magnitude 
of  an  hazle  nut  were  floating :  after  difeharg- 
ing  this  colleftion  of  fluid,  which  amounted 
to  feveral  gallons,  we  were  furprized  to 
find,  that  inftead  of  the  abdominal  vifeera, 
the  whole  anterior  furfacc  of  the  abdomen 
was  occupied  by  a  membranous  cyft,  which 
adhered  firmly  to  the  external  coat  of  the 
peritonaeum,  extending  from  the  brim  of  the 
pelvis,  to  the  epigaftric  region,  and  which 
had  contained  the  immenfe  collection  jufl 
mentioned;  by  its  weight  and  magnitude,  it 
had  preffed  the  inteftines  into  the  upper 
portion,  immediately  againft  the  diaphragm; 
the  fuperior  extremity  of  this  cyft,  with  the 
pofterior  lamina  of  the  omentum,  having 
formed  a  complete  feptum,  in  a  paral¬ 
lel  direction  with  the  diaphragm,  making 
a  kind  of  diftinct  cavity,  which  contained  the 
principal  abdominal  vifeera  ;  but  the  colon 
efcaping  out  of  this  cavity,  took  a  direction 
in  a  right  line,  clofe  to  the  vertebrae  of  the 
back,  and  under  the  anterior  furface  of  the 

great 
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great  cyft,  not  diftimilar  to  the  pafiage  of  the 
cefophagus  through  the  thorax. 

In  removing  this  great  cyft,  the  coat  of 
which  was  about  half  an  inch  in  thicknefs, 
of  an  appearance  of  concreted  coagulable 
lymph,  another  cyft  of  the  fize  of  a  child's 
head,  was  difcovered,  lying  between  the  ve¬ 
il  c  a  urinaria  and  uterus  ;  this  fecond  cyft 
was  full  of  purulent  matter,  with  a  fubftance 
on  the  interior  fur  face  of  its  fundus,  of  a 
fteatomatous  appearance,  combined  with  a 
quantity  of  hair  full  eighteen  inches  in 
length  :  the  uterus  was  very  little  altered 
from  the  natural  confidence  and  fize  :  on 
removing  it,  a  third  cyft  was  difcovered,  Iv- 
incr  between  this  vifcus  and  the  reclum,  oi 

o 

about  half  the  magnitude  of  the  fecond  cyft, 
containing  pus,  and  a  fatty  fubftance  inter¬ 
mixed  alfo  with  hair  ;  with  the  additional 
peculiarity  of  having  its  internal  furface  lined 
throughout  with  a  lamella  of  bone  which 
firmly  adhered  to  the  internal  membrane,  or 
tunic  of  the  cyft.  The  hair  found  in  both 
the  cylls  was  of  a  light  fanfty  colour,  but  the 

B  b  2  hair 
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hair  of  the  mons  veneris,  and  head  of  the 
patient  was  black. 

I  remark  this  more  particularly,  as  the 
theory  of  the  generation  of  hair  is  ft  ill  ob- 
feure  ;  the  length  of  the  hair,  found  in  the 
two  fmaller  eyfls,  leflens  the  probability  of 
its  originating  from  a  foetus. 

The  bladder  was  become  almofl  in  a  feir- 
rhous  Rate,  and  in  fome  parts  offified;  yet 
when  the  patient  was  relieved  by  tapping, 
{he  difeharged  urine  plentifully,  and  with 
facility.  1 


References  to  the  PLATE. 

Fig.  l.  The  hairy  fubftance  found  in  the  fccond  cyft. 
Fig.  2.  The  appearance  of  the  third  cyfl,  with  the  hair 
proje£ting  through  its  integuments. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE  XXXIII. 

An  Account  of  a  remarkable  Spafmodic  AJfeBion 
from  the  Puncture  of  a  Pin ,  cured  by  the  liberal 
Ufe  of  Laudanum 9  with  Antimow al  Wine.  Pjy 
Thom  as  Pole,  Surgeon ,  and  F.  M.  S. 

Read  January  18,  1787. 

A  Young  woman  about  twenty  years  ol 
aee,  of  a  (lender  delicate  form,  clear 

o' 

frelh  complexion,  and  of  great  irritability  of 
the  nervous  fyftem,  but  in  perfect  health, 
had  the  misfortune  on  the  22d  of  the  12th* 
month,  1786,  to  wound  her  right  hand 
with  a  hair  pin.  The  wound  did  not  bleed, 
but  immediately  allumed  a  livid  blackifh 
colour,  attended  at  firft  with  numbnels,  which 
in  about  ten  minutes  was  fucceeded  by  Sharp 
darting  pains  :  the  part  foon  began  to  fwell, 
extending  as  far  as  her  elbow,  and  the  next 
day  became  red  and  inflamed,  which  con¬ 
tinued  to  increafe  for  eight  days,  when  She 
came  from  the  country  to  London  for  my 
advice. 

*  The  months  are  mentioned  by  their  numerical  names, 

B  b  3  I  was 
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I  was  aware  that  the  great  irritation  might 
probably  arife  from  a  nerve  being  punCtured, 
as  the  pin  entered  the  ball  of  the  thumb,  and 
penetrated  as  far  as  the  anterior  part  of  the 
carpus,  where  the  nerves  are  pretty  plen¬ 
tifully  palling  to  the  fingers  and  thumb; 
I  recommended  her  fuch  medicines  as  I 
thought  would  tend  to  abate  inflammation, 
gave  Ext.  Thcb.  gr.  j .  omni  no3c  ct  urgente  do¬ 
lor  c. 


R  Ext.  Saturn  gij.  Tinft.  Thcb .  ^iij. 

Aq.  Puree  Jvft.  M. ft.  ioho  part,  cjfcclcc  applicant 
da  Jubmdc. 

R  Sal.  Carth .  Amar.  §iij.  Syr .  c  Spin.  Ccrv. 

Aq  Menth.  pip.  [imp.  Jvijfe.  XL  Capiat,  coch.  iij 

ad  libitum. 

From  this  plan  flic  derived  no  relief.  The 
inflammation  continued  to  extend  to  the 
fhoulder,  with  an  increafe  of  the  pain,  which 
proceeded  up  the  neck  to  the  head ;  all  the 
fingers  on  that  hand  were  contracted,  but 
efpecially  the  two  fmalleft.  1  ft  of  the  ill 
month  1787,  took  away  fix  ounces  of  blood 
from  the  left  arm,  and  repeated  the  lotion. 

2nd. 
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2nd.  Gave  Duly.  Dover  gj.  Tincl.  Cinn.  31  j. 
Ap  Dura.  5iR>.  ft,  Hauft .  and  at  bed-time, 
.took  the  following  draught : 

R  Vin.  Ant .  3J.  Tincl.  Theb.  gut.  xx.  Spts.  Nitr .  ZX 
5J.  Aq.  Puree,  gift,  M.ft .  Hauf. 

And  ufed  the  following  liniment  on  the 
,arm  a  Re  tied. 

R  01.  Aviygd.  D.  gj.  Ext.  Saturn  31J.  TinH.  Theb , 
§fb*  M.ft.  Liniment. 

% 

8th.  Ordered  Ung.  Samb.  to  anoint  her 
arm,  which  fhe  thought  mitigated  the  pain  ; 
(he  alfo  took  the  following  mixture, 

R  Spir.  Volat.  Aromat.  gj.  Slice.  Limon.  31'].  Syr, 
de  Mecon.  gft>.  Tinbl.Stom.  gf$>,  Vin.  An - 
tim.  34.  Aq.  Puree  giij.  M.  Capiat.  Cock. 
ij.  ter  in  Die. 

1  ith.  This  mixture  was  repeated. 

14th  ditto.  Being  three  weeks  from  the 
accident,  fhe  complained  of  a  correfponding 
pain  in  the  left  arm,  anlwering  to  that  of  the 
right,  and  darting  pains  about  her  heart.  The 

complaint 
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complaint  at  this  time  took  a  favourable 
turn,  and  in  about  another  week  fhc  was 
nearly  relieved  of  all  the  pain  and  in¬ 
flammation,  and  mod  of  the  fwelling:  the 
two  fin  all  eft  fingers  fl  ill  remained  in  a  date 
of  rigid  contraction;  which  was  entirely  re¬ 
lieved  by  the  elcftrical  {hock,  frequently  re¬ 
peated;  this  was  at  the  end  of  the  firfi  month, 
and  on  the  fird  of  the  fecond,  fhe  went  to 
work  with  her  needle;  after  which  in  the 
night  the  pain  and  fwelling  returned  with 
confiderable  violence :  fhe  applied  to  me  the 
next  day,  when  I  again  tried  the  ele&rical 
fhock,  and  repeated  it  the  following  day,  but 
without  any  advantage,  and  the  increafe  of 
pain  induced  me  to  leave  it  off;  a  blider  was 
now  applied  to  the  wriff. 

d  month  3d.  one  grain  of  O/vW/zwas  given 
every  night,  increafing  it  to  two  grains,  which 
did  not  procure  her  any  red,  neither  did  the 
blider  alleviate  her  fuflerings.  The  arm  was 
then  bat  lied  with  Tint!.  Tbeb.  ct  Ext.  Saturn, 
p.  ce.  which  veficated  the  furface  without  af¬ 
fording  relief. 


On 
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On  the  8th  indant  had  the  additional  ad¬ 
vice  ol  a  fursreon  of  eminence,  which  was 

o  7 

followed  without  the  lead  fuccefs;  and  on 

the  nth,  I  attended  to  opium  only,  which 

I  gave  in  pills,  containing  one  grain 

each.  She  took  two  every  four  hours ; 

and  in  two  days  increafed  them  to  three 

* 

every  four  hours  ;  and  on  the  14th, 
took  four  every  four  hours.  She  com¬ 
plained  of  a  fenfe  of  tightnefs  on  her 
ched ;  her  pains  were  now  increafed,  and 
diffufed  over  the  whole  frame,  but  more 
efpecially  on  her  right  fide.  The  dexor 
mufcles  of  the  leg  now  contrafted,  the  maf- 
leter  mufcle  on  that  fide  was  in  confiderable 
pain,  with  continual  fpafmodic  catchings  all 
over  the  body  and  extremities  ;  but  mod  of 
all  in  the  right  arm,  which  die  moved  with 
a  bidden  jirk,  about  forty  times  in  a  minute, 
with  confiderable  force  ;  had  at  times  a  chat¬ 
tering  of  the  teeth,  and  for  this  day  or  two 
a  fiiort  hacking  cough,  which  was  very  fa¬ 
tiguing.  Her  pulfe  has  been  about  86  in  a 
minute.  Sleeps  at  bed  but  about  half  ait 
hour  at  a  time,  for  about  three  times  in  the 
twenty-four  hours.  To  day  and  yederday 
codive,  and  has  taken  Pulv.  Jalap,  gr.x.  in  pills ; 

has 
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has  little  appetite  ;  takes  little  elfe  but  beef 
tea  and  wine  whey.  Ordered  her  xxx  drops  of 
Tinth  Theb .  with  lx.  of  Vin.  Antim .  every  two 
hours,  and  after  taking  it  twice,  flept  an 
hour  and  a  half.  Dr.  Lettfom  and  Sur¬ 
geon  Cline  faw  her  to-day;  no  alteration 
propofed  ;  but  the  addition  of  Yin.  Antim . 
as  above,  to  promote  perfpiration,  which  has 
had  that  effe£t. 

1 5 th.  I  vifited  her  to-day  with  Dr.  Lett¬ 
fom  ;  has  had  at  intervals  about  three  hours 
fleep.  Cough  very  frequent  and  trouble- 
fome ;  convulfive  motions  much  the  fame; 
pain  mofl  confiderable  in  the  neck  ;  has  had 
no  evacuation  from  the  PH.  Jalap.  Now  or¬ 
dered  her  Tincl.  Theb .  gut.  xliij.  Vin.  Antim . 
gut.  lxxxvj.  every  three  hours  ,  and  the  pills 
were  repeated.  Whilft  a(leep,has  had  convul- 
live  motions  in  her  head  and  arms,  which  has 
not  been  before  obferved  in  her  fleep.  In 
the  evening  continued  much  the  fame  ;  has 
bad  fome  little  fleep  at  fhort  intervals. 

i6th.  Pulfe  94.  Pains  much  the  fame. 
Catchings  not  fo  frequent ;  had  one  flool  af¬ 
ter  the  fpace  of  three  days.  Cough  much 


as 
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as  before  ;  has  dept  feveral  hours  at  inter¬ 
vals  through  the  night.  Senfe  of  tightnefs 
on  her  ched  continues.  Ordered  her  clyders 
of  grewel  with  common  fait,  and  to  take  53 

drops  of  Laudanum,  with  106  of  Vin.  Antim. 

\ 

every  three  hours.  In  the  evening,  Dr.  Lett- 
lorn  faw  her  a^ain,  and  ordered  her  a  con- 
tinuation  of  the  drops,  and  a  bolus,  contain¬ 
ing  Pulv.  Cort .  Peruv .  -i.  Tincl.  Theb .  q.  s.  ft. 
bolus  (iv  bol.  took  3iij.  of  Tincl.  Thcb. )  and 
in  the  drops  and  bolulfes  fhe  takes  784  drops 
of  Tincl.  Theb .  in  twenty- four  hours.  She 
was  evidently  worfe  foon  after  he  left  her ; 
before  die  had  taken  his  medicines ;  general 
langour  and  debility  increafed  ;  fpafms  more 
frequent  and  violent,  which  rendered  it  im- 
podible  to  count  her  pulfe,  even  in  the  left 
arm  ;  the  right  leg  much  more  convulfed 

7  DO 

than  the  left ;  has  had  forne  deep  at  inter¬ 
vals,  attended  with  trembling  of  the  extre¬ 
mities,  or  a  quick  kind  of  fpafmodic  aftion ; 
has  had  one  evacuation  fince  the  clyder  was 
adminidered. 

17th.  Had  feveral  hours  deep  in  the 
courfe  of  the  night,  and  is  confiderably  bet¬ 
ter 
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ter  with  refpect  to  the  general  vigour  of  the 
conftitution;  cough  and  tightnefs  on  the 
chefl  much  the  fame,  as  well  as  the  fpafms  ; 


complained  of  great  pain  in  the  right  fide  of 


the  neck  in  the  night ;  has  fome  difficulty  in 
{wallowing,  owing  to  a  fenfe  of  fwelling  in 
the  cefophagus  ;  no  particular  rigidity  of  the 
mafTeter  mufclcs.  An  eruption  lias  appeared 
on  the  face,  neck  and  bread.  Saw  her  again 
in  the  evening,  when  the  fymptoms  were 


with  every  cough  her  limbs  were  affefled 
with  a  fpafmodic,  and  very  forcible  contrac¬ 
tion.  Her  tongue  dry  and  brown  in  the 
middle,  with  a  white  line  on  each  fide;  has 


had  an  hour  and  a  quarter  of  deep  at  one 
time  to-day,  and  fevcral  other  diort  deeps 


of  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  Had  one  dool 
from  a  clyflcr,  which  was  given  her  in  the 
morning;  difficulty  of  fwallowing  increafed 
with  a  fenfe  of  forenefs  in  the  throat.  Catcli- 
ings  jnpre  confiderable  in  her  deep  than 
heretofore,  and  the  mufcles  of  the  face  at 
times  convulfecl.  Added  ten  drops  of  Thcb. 
Tincl.  and  twenty  of  I T in.  Anthn .  every  three 

J  J 


hours, 
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hours,  which  makes  864  drops  of  7  Ac?.  Theb . 
in  twenty-four  hours. 

1 8th.  Vifited  her  in  the  morning;  find 
(he  has  had  feveral  hours  deep  during  the 
night ;  not  fo  languid  and  1’aint  as  lad  even¬ 
ing  ;  has  had  no  further  evacuations  from 
the  inteftines  ;  ordered  the  clyfter  to  be  re¬ 
peated.  Her  other  lymptoms  much  the  lame 
as  before.  Saw  her  in  the  evening ;  has  had 
three  or  four  clyfiers  without  any  effeft.  Or¬ 
dered  her  Jalap .  gr.  x.  complains  of  much 
pain  on  the  right  leg,  and  up  to  her  head  on 
that  fide  ;  is  more  convulfed  in  her  deep, 
both  in  her  limbs  and  the  mufcles  of  her  face. 
Increafed  the  Tincl.  Theb.  gut.  x.  and  the 
Vin.Antim.  gut.  xx.  fhe  now  takes  944  drops 
of  the  former  in  24  hours, is  exceeding  languid 
and  exhauded  as  at  the  two  evenings  pad. 

19th.  Lad  night  has  had  four  hours  deep, 
and  this  morning  two  hours  more  ;  had  one 
thin  watery  dool  in  confequence  of  feveral 
clyders  being  again  repeated,  her  1 12 

in  a  minute.  At  my  evening  vifit,  found  her 
again  very  languid;  fpafms  dill  more  trouble- 

fome 
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fome  whilfl  afleep ;  has  had  about  three 
hours  more  deep  have  increafed  the  Theb. 
to  xoo  drops  every  three  hours  ;  her  boluircs 
repeated.  Her  intellefts  have  all  along  been 
very  clear,  and  her  mind  perfectly  ferene  and 
refigned. 

20th.  Slept  lad  night  at  intervals,  about 
four  hours,  but  little  alteration  in  her  fymp- 
toms  ;  her  drength  in  general  diminifhes  ; 
repeated  the  Pi/.  Jalap,  had  one  confiderable 
evacuation  to-day  in  confequence  ;  lias  fpit 
up  fome  bloody  mucus,  probably  from  the 
throat,  owing  to  abrafion  of  the  membrane, 
occafioned  by  fuch  continual  coughing. 
This  evening  I  repeated  her  drops  and  bo- 
lulles,  by  the  concurrence  of  Dr.  Lettfom, 
who  vifited  her  with  me  again  ;  and  in  order 
to  be  certain  of  the  number  of  drops  which 
fixe  fhould  take  the  next  twenty-four  hours, 
I  took  the  pains  myfelf  to  count  them,  which, 
with  what  the  bolufies  contained,  was  eleven 
hundred  and  feventy. 

2 id.  Her  langour  increafes;  her  catches 
feem  Ids  violent,  but  not  lefs  frequent 

than 
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than  before;  her  cough  changed,  and  is 
now  rather  a  hacking  or  fudden  convulhve 
check  in  her  refpiration,  not  eafily  delcrib  ed 
Paffes  her  water  with  great  difficulty,  and  fays 
(he  has  not  ftrength  to  force  it  away.  Had 
about  five  hours  fleep  in  the  night. 

22d.  Laft  night  took  much  lefs  laudanum 
than  her  ufual  quantity,  yet  flept  twelve 
hours  in  the  lah  twenty-four.  Her  little 
ftrength  feemed  now  nearly  exhaufted;  the 
cough  and  ketchings  are  as  frequent  as  be¬ 
fore,  but  more  feeble  ;  Ihe  now  complains 
much  of  a  pain  about  the  mufcles  of  the 
jaw,  and  along  the  interior  part  of  the 
lower  jaw,  as  well  as  in  her  ears.  Her  throat 
is  alio  fore;  ffie  takes  lefs  nourifhment,  and 
the  fpafm  in  her  fleep  more  feeble.  I  now 
lefiened  the  quantity  of  the  7 heb.  from  her 
prefent  difpofition  to  fleep. 

23d.  She  fleeps  much,  and  now  only  takes 
70  drops  of  the  Theb.  every  three,  four,  or 
five  hours,  as  her  fleeps  admits,  appears  un¬ 
expectedly  better  ;  her  cough  quite  gone,  the 
eatchings  Icarcely  perceptible,  and  with  much 

lefs 


lefs  pain  ;  her  fpirits  revive  from  a  hate  of 
depredion  and  langour  to  a  condderable  de¬ 
gree  of  cheerfulnefs ;  her  voice,  which  has 
been  kept  fo  low,  as  only  to  whilper,  has  be¬ 
come  quite  clear  and  (hrill  as  in  health  ;  (he 
took  an  inclination  to  drink  fome  porter, 
which  appeared  to  be  of  fervice  to  her. 

24th.  Did  not  fee  her  till  evening,  found 
her  (till  more  recovered,  and  as  great  a  cheer¬ 
fulnefs  as  in  health  ;  (he  was  fcooping  out  a 
raw  apple  with  her  injured  hand,  and  eating 
it  without  the  lead  apparent  difficulty,  com¬ 
plains  of  lefs  pain  than  yederday,  and  defired 
to  omit  the  opiates  to  night,  which  I  agreed  to. 

25th.  Slept  tolerably  lad  night,  not  quite 
fo  well  as  when  die  took  the  opiates  ;  and 
fays,  (he  is  not  fo  free  from  pain,  in  her 
right  leg  and  arm  ;  dill  continues  cheerful, 
and  was  able  to  fet  up  to  drink  tea. 

26th.  Much  the  fame  as  yederday,  except 
a  diarrhaea,  for  which  I  gave  her  Pu/v.  Rha. 
gr.  x.  TeJL  Ojtroor. pp.yy  Pintl.  Theb.  gut.  xx. 
in  ch.  iv.  div.  capt.  j .  Jcxta  quaqua  her  a. 

27th. 
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27th.  Remains  cheerful ;  her  diarrhea  is 
relieved  with  one  of  the  powders,  though  it 
made  her  fick,  and  difturbed  her  reft  during 
part  of  the  night. 

28th.  Pretty  free  Tfom  pain,  her  chief 
complaint  is  weaknefs,  efpecially  on  the 
injured  fide,  and  in  the  abdominal  vifce- 

ra  ;  but  concludes  to  be  removed  into  the 

/ 

country  to-morrow. 


In  this  cafe  we  have  not  only  an  inftance 
of  the  prodigious  violence  inflicted  upon 
the  conftitution  by  this  peculiar  mode  of 
wounding  the  nerves,  which  few  furgeons 
are  ftrangers  to  ;  but  there  was  the  greateft 
probable  ground  to  expeft,  that  dreadful  and 
too  common  difeafe,  called  the  locked  jaw ; 
we  have  alfo  as  great  reafo'n  to  believe  it 
was  happily  averted  by  the  liberal  ufe  of 
opiates  combined  with  antimonials. 


C  c  ARTICLE 


Vol.  II. 
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ARTICLE  XXXIV. 


Obfervations  on  the  Ej feels  of  Emetic  Tartar , 
by  external  Abforption  ;  in  a  Letter  to  J.  C. 
Lettsom,  M.  D.  &c.  by  John  Sher- 
wen,  Surgeon ,  and  C.  M.  S. 


Read  Nov.  19,  1787. 


ON  the  18th  of  Oftober,  1785,  at  ten 
o’clock  at  night,  I  rubbed  into  the 
palms  of  my  hands,  with  the  affiltance  of  a 
few  drops  of  water,  five  grains  of  emetic 
tartar.  I  was  at  that  time  in  per  left  health. 
The  firft  fallible  effeft  was  a  confiderable 
glow  of  heat  upon  the  parts.  In  half  an 
hour,  as  ufual,  I  dropt  alleep,  and  relied 
well  till  four  in  the  morning,  when  I  awoke 
contrary  to  my  ufual  cultom,  and  was  fenfible 
of  a  very  {light  naufea,  fo  llight  that  it  might 
perhaps  be  only  fancy.  My  (kin  burnt  a 
,  little,  and  I  was  rather  uneafy  ;  but  in  lefs 
than  an  hour  after,  I  began  to  perfpire,  and 
continued  doing  fo  in  a  pleafant  manner, 
till  my  ufual  hour  ol  rifing;  at  which  time 

the 
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the  perfpiration  encreafing,  I  continued  in 
bed  till  alter  feven  ;  and  am  convinced  that 
had  I  been  able  to  continue  longer  in  bed, 
I  might  have  induced  a  copious  fweat  by  the 
ule  of  warm  diluting  drinks.  Upon  rifmg, 
and  wiping  off  the  perfpiration  with  a  dry 
cloth,  I  found  no  inconvenience  except  fome 
little  difinclination  to  breakfaft. 

As  the  emetic  tartar,  in  the  form  of  a 
powder,  though  affiffed  with  moiffure,  did 
not  feem  to  rub  in  pleafantly,  I  varied  the 
form,  by  diifolving  one  dram  in  two  ounces 
of  water,  which  produced  a  faturated  folu- 
tion,  part  of  the  emetic  tartar  remaining  un- 
diffolved  at  the  bottom  of  the  phial.  At  ten 
o’clock  at  night,  I  again  rubbed  into  my 
hands  and  wrifts  eighty  large  drops  of  this 
folution,  containing,  as  nearly  as  I  could 
judge,  nine  grains  of  emetic  tartar.  The 
fame  quantity  was  at  the  fame  time  ufed  by 
two  young  men  in  my  family,  who  did  not 
know  that  it  was  a  folution  of  emetic  tartar, 
as  I  wifhed  to  hear  their  account  in  the 
morning,  uninfluenced  by  fancy. 


C  c  2 


I  awoke 
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I  awoke  at  four  o'clock  as  before,  hot  and 
rather  uneafy  ;  my  pulfe  quickened  as  if  I 
had  drank  wine.  I  felt  fome  (light  naufea, 
and  a  perillaltic  motion.  In  about  an  hour 
the  (kin  began  as  before  to  moiflen,  and  at 
fix  o’clock  perfpiration  came  on.  At  this 
time  I  arole,  and  in  the  courle  of  two  hours 
found  it  aft  twice  as  a  gentle  laxative. 

Both  my  coadjutors  felt  the  burning  fen- 
fations  in  the  palms  of  their  hands,  and  were 
both  fweated  in  the  night.  One  was  fick  the 
next  forenoon  ;  the  other  (lightly  (ick,  and 
had  a  bri(k  evacuation  by  (tool,  and  was 
cured  of  a  cold  which  he  had  upon  him  at 
the  time  he  went  to  bed. 

For  two  or  three  days  after  this  experi¬ 
ment,  I  was  fenfible  of  an  encrealed  flow  of 
urine,  and  fome  little  tendency  to  loofenefs, 
a  thing  very  unufual  to  me. 

I  prevailed  upon  a  lady  of  a  very  delicate 
nervous  habit,  who  had  a  flight  cold  and  in¬ 
flammation  in  the  tonfils,  to  try  the  fame  re-: 

J 

medy,  viz.  Five  grains  of  emetic  tartar,  rub¬ 
bed  ! 
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bed  in  with  the  a di (lance  of  a  few  drops 

X 

of  water.  She  dept  as  ufual  ;  felt  a  burning 
fenfation  in  the  palms  of  her  hands,  and  once 
or  twice  in  the  night  awoke  with  naufea,  but 
no  perfpiration.  The  fame  lady  repeated  the 
dole  in  fotution,  to  the  quantity  of  feven  grains. 
She  experienced  fome  flight  perfpiration  and 
naufea.  In  the  morning  it  had  the  effecT: 
of  an  eafy  dofe  of  phyfic  ;  and  throughout 
the  following  day  fhe  was  fenfible  that  her 
whole  fyftem  was  afted  upon  by  the  medi¬ 
cine.  Its  mofl  fenfible  effeft  was  a  confider- 
able  encreafe  in  the  flow  of  urine  ;  and  two 
or  three  days  after  fhe  ohferved  a  rafh,  with 
.confiderable  itching  all  over  her  {kin,  which 
did  not  fubhde  in  lefs  than  two  days  more. 


A  woman  aged  fifty,  had  long  complained 
of  pam  in  her  fide,  lofs  of  appetite,  and  chro¬ 
nic  weaknefs,  which  fhe  attributed  to  a  fall 
that  fhe  met  with*  fix  months  before.  At 
other  times  fhe  afcnbed  her  dilorder  as  wo¬ 
men  at  that  period  do  almoft  every  diforder, 
to  the  menfes  flying  about  her.  It  is  mofl 
probable,  however,  that  her  illnefs  was  in  a 
great  meafure  owing  to  the  drying  up  of 

C  c  3  an 
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an  ulcerous  inflammation  in  her  leg,  which 
had  for  feme  years  been  attended  with  con- 
fiderable  difeharge,  and  which  had  entirely 
ceafed  upon  the  application  of  a  white 
powder  given  by  a  neighbour. 

I  prevailed  upon  this  perfon  to  rub  feven 
grains  of  emetic  tartar,  with  a  few  drops  of 
water  into  her  fide,  and  the  region  of  the 
ftomach,  where  her  pain  was  chiefly  felt. 
She  rubbed  it  in  freely  with  her  own  hand. 
After  ufing  three  or  four  dofes,  1  afked  her 
what  effect  (he  had  obferved  ?  She  faid,  that 
it  fearched  her  all  over  ;  that  fiie  fweated  fo 
profufely,  lier  (hift  and  the  {beets  might 
have  been  wrung  ;  that  fhe  was  fick,  but  did 
not  retch.  I  have  the  pleafure  to  add,  that 
fince  the  ufe  of  the  above  remedy,  her  leg 
began  again  to  difeharge  freely,  and  fhe  felt 
herfelf  fo  much  relieved,  that  fhe  defired  to 
have  a  continuance  of  the  fame  medicine, 
and  is  now  rubbing  in  ten  grams  every  other 
night ;  and  obtained  a  perfect  cure  from  her 
complaints,  which  had  been  very  obflinate  ; 
her  complaints  however  at  lafl  put  on  an  in¬ 
termittent  appearance,  when  bark  produced 
a  happy  efieft. 


This 
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This  will  be  confidered  as  fufficient  evi¬ 
dence,  that  large  quantities  of  emetic  tartar 
may  thus  be  introduced  into  the  conflitution 
with  very  little  inconvenience.  Can  it  be 
doubted  then,  that  this  mode  of  admmiflrinp’ 

o 

antimonials  mufl  be  infinitely  preferable  to 
fwal lowing,  when  we  wifh  them  to  aft  on  the 
general  fyfiem  as  alteratives.  If  a  putrid, 
or  a  bilious  colluvies,  is  to  be  evacuated  from 
the  ftomach  or  inteflines,  a  proper  dofe  by 
the  mouth  will  always  be  preferred.  How 
many  patients  labouring  under  fcorbutic, 
herpetic,  and  leprous  eruptions,  have  per- 
fevered  in  the  ufe  of  antimonial  wine  for 
months,  perhaps  years,  with  little  or  no  be¬ 
nefit  !  If  antimonials  are  uleful  in  thefe,  or 
in  any  other  chronic  aiTeftions,  let  them  in 
future  be  adminiftered  in  the  manner  here 
propofed  ;  for  thus  the  juices  of  the  human 
machine  may  be  fafely  fa  tu  rated  with  anti¬ 
mony  in  its  moll  a6live  form  ;  and  a  pro¬ 
portion  of  this  valuable  medicine  may  thus 
pafs  through  the  fyfiem  in  one  week,  with¬ 
out  exciting  irritation  in  the  flomach,  greater 
than  in  twelve  months,  by  the  ulual  mode  of 
adminiftring  it. 


It 
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It  may  he  proper  to  caution  the  patient 
again!!  the  uie  of  acids,  at  the  time  of  going 
through  a  courfe  of  this  medicine.  I  have 
reafon  to  think  that  I  was  my  fell  injured  by 
inattention  in  this  re  Ip  eel.  I  have  already 
find,  that  for  three  days  after  the  external 
application  of  the  folution  of  emetic  tartar,  I 
felt  an  increafe  both  of  the  urinary  and  in- 
tcliinal  difcliarges,  from  which  I  concluded, 

O  7  7 

that  I  was  flill  under  the  influence  of  the  an- 
timonial  particles  floating  in  my  fyftem.  At 
this  time  I  rubbed  a  few  grains  of  emetic 
tartar,  with  my  own  hands,  into  the  fkin  of 
a  patient  afllided  with  a  dyfenteric  fever  of 
a  very  malignant  kind,  which  had  evidently 
been  acquired  by  infection,  and  from  which 
I  could  trace  the  progrefs  of  infe&ion  to 
t  wo  other  patients,  who  with  fome  difficulty 
recovered. 

I  waffied  my  hands  carefully  immediately 
after,  and  thought  no  more  of  what  I  had 
done.  The  next  day  I  eat  a  f mall  bunch  of 
grapes  ;  on  the  following  day  another  ;  and 
in  the  afternoon,  having  occafion  to  go 
through  a  field  of  excellent  turnips,  of  which 

I  am 
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I  am  remarkably  fond,  I  was  tempted  to  in¬ 
dulge  my  palate.  In  the  night  I  was  feized 
(foon  after  having  been  called  up  in  the 
courfe  of  my  proidhon)  with  violent  tormi¬ 
na,  and  al  moil  mediant  inclination  to  goto 
ftool,  with  little  or  no  evacuation.  Often, 
after  1  training  ten  minutes,  not  more  than 
a  few  drops  of  mucus,  (lightly  tinged  with 
blood,  would  appear.  In  the  morning  I 
took  mfufion  and  tincture  of  fenna,  with  fo- 
luble  tartar,  and  diluted  moil  copioufly  with 
water  gruel  and  mutton  broth,  with  a  view 
to  increafe  the  quantity  of  the  difeharge,  but 
with  little  effeft,  as  the  fluids  which  I  drank 
in  fuch  quantities,  quickly  pafled  oft  by  the 
kidnies,  without  waffling  the  fmall  inteftines. 
The  tenefmus  continued  with  racking  pain 
all  day.  At  night  I  was  quieted  by  the  ufe 
of  a  teftaceous  mixture,  with  plenty  of  gum 
arabic,  without  having  recourie  to  lauda¬ 
num.  By  the  ufe  of  the  teftaceous  mixture, 
I  got  perfectly  well  in  a  few  days,  and  ge¬ 
nerally  found  immediate  relief,  as  foon  as 
the  teftaceous  mixture  reached  my  ftomach, 
though  the  feat  of  my  pain  was  low  down  m 
the  intefiinal  canal. 


Unable 
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Unable  myfelf  to  determine,  whether  this 
complaint  was  excited  by  the  abforption  of 
emetic  tartar*,  or  by  infefiion,  I  leave  the  in¬ 
telligent  reader  to  his  own  reflexions.  The 
confequence,  however,  was  fuch  upon  my 
health,  that  I  could  not  help  confidering  it 
as  humbling  at  the  very  thrcfhold  ;  as  it  put 
a  flop  for  feveral  days  to  this  career  of  ex¬ 
periments. 


ARTICLE  XXXV. 


Obfc  i-vat  ions  on  the  EfcEls  of  A  ferae ,  by  ex  ter - 
nat  Abforption, by  John  Sheiiwen,  Surgeon , 
and  C.  M.  S.  Communicated  by  J.  C.  Lett- 
som,  M.  D.  &c. 


Read  December  3,  1787. 


HAVING  fo  recently  fmarted,  the  reader 
may  perhaps  be  furprifed  to  find  the 
next  fubjeX  of  experimental  enquiry  to  be 


*  I  have,  however,  very  little  doubt,  but  the  complaint 
was  owing  to  the  emetic  tartar,  as  there  was  not  fuiticient 
length  of  time  for  infe&ion  to  have  taken  place,  and  the 
relief  from  the  tcftaceous  powder  was  fuch  as  might  be 
expected  from  the  chemical  properties  of  the  flimulant, 
and  its  affinity  to  the  tcftaceous  powder. 


arfenic. 
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arfenic.  I  have  long  been  anxious  to  hit 
upon  fome  lenient  mode  of  adminiftring  this 
powerful  mineral,  fmce  the  molt  valuable 
remedies  have  been  difcovered  in  the  clafs  of 
poifons. 

Monfieur  Le  Febure  of  Paris,  hath  al¬ 
ready  publifhed  a  work,  in  which  arfenic  is 
recommended  for  the  radical  cure  of  can¬ 
cers.  His  mode  of  adminiftring  it,  is  fimilar 
to  that  in  which  corrofive  fublimate  hath 
long  been  given  in  this  country  in  the  lues 
venerea  ;  but  as  the  praftice  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  adopted  with  us,  nor  do  we 
find  that  it  has  made  any  great  progrefs  in 
France,  it  is  reafonable  to  conclude,  that  it 
is  either  lefs  efficacious  than  Monfieur  Le 
Febure  afferts,  or  the  idea  of  its  poifonous 
property  frill  operates  fo  very  powerfully 
on  the  minds  of  praftitioners,  as  to  ftand  in 
the  way  of  proper  and  repeated  trials. 

Reflecting  on  this  fubjeft,  it  occurred  to 
me,  that  as  arfenic  is  but  little  foluble  in 
water,  it  would  be  neceftary  to  procure  a 

more 
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more  foluble  preparat  on,  in  order  to  infti- 
tute  fair  and  judicious  trials. 

I  flatter  myfelf  I  have  been  fortunate  in 
my  endeavours  to  procure  fucli  a  prepa¬ 
ration,  which,  detelling  every  idea  of  a  nof- 
trum,  I  here  publifh,  in  hopes  that  lome  of 
my  ingenious  readers  may  allili  me  in  per¬ 
fecting  and  rendering  ufeful  to  mankind. 

Arjcnicum  [olubile  vel  tartarijatum . 

R.  Arfenici  alii \  p. 

Chryjlallorum  Tartari fngulonim,  51’j. 

Aqucc  puree  ibj. 

Cnque  per  horarn  dimidiam ;  deinde  cola  per 
char  tarn,  et  rile  evaporaium  fepone  quo  chryjlalli 
jormentur. 

It  will  immediately  occur  to  the  intelligent 
chemifl,  that  this  is  a  preparation  formed  on 
the  plan  of  the  emetic  tartar  of  the  London 
Difpenfatory  ;  which,  after  various  trials,  I 
conceive  to  be  the  befl.  It  gave  me  plcaluie 
to  obferve  that  I  could  thus,  with  little 

trouble. 
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trouble,  produce  an  arfenical  tartar  foluble 
in  water  of  a  beautiful  appearance. 

On  the  27th  of  OCtober,  I  made  the  firfh 
trial  of  this  medicine  upon  myfelf,  a  duty 
which  I  think  incumbent  on  every  man  who 
wifhes  to  ftrike  out  new  difcoveries  in  me¬ 
dicine,  and  more  efpecially  when  he  at¬ 
tempts  the  ufe  of  dangerous  drugs.  At  ten 
o'clock  at  night,  I  rubbed  one  grain  very 
eafily  into  the  palms  of  my  hands.  I  flept 
well  as  ufual,  and  in  the  morning  thought 
I  could  obferve  a  very  fenfible  encreafe  in 
the  flow  of  urine,  but  no  other  effeft.  I  re¬ 
peated  the  experiment  the  next  night,  in 
conjunction  with  Mr.  Thomas  Ives  and  Mr. 
Henry  Boutoflwer,  two  young  gentlemen 
under  my  care.  We  all  experienced  the 
fame  effect,  viz.  fome  increafe  in  the  flow  of 
urine,  but  nothing  elfe  remarkable. 

On  the  29th  we  repeated  the  experiment, 
with  two  grains  each.  The  encreafed  fecre- 
tion  of  urine  was  remarkable  in  us  all,  and 
I  was  myfelf  fenflble  of  fome  degree  of  nau- 
fea  in  the  morning  ;  hence  it  is  evident, 

that 
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that  the  medicine  afted  upon  the  general 
fyftem. 

On  the  30th  at  night,  I  was  determined  to 
try  the  fame  medicine  inwardly,  according  to 
the  following  prefeription. 

R.  Tart .  Arfenic f  gr.j. 

Sacchar.  alb.  p. 

Accurate  mifeeantur ,  et  in  partes  xvi.  equates  divi - 
dentur. 

The  fmallnefs  of  the  dofe  may  perhaps 
wear  the  appearance  of  timidity  ;  but  in  a 
bufinefs  of  this  kind,  it  is  impoffible  to  aft 
with  too  much  caution,  efpecially  as  the 
quantity  can  be  encreafed  at  pleafure.  It  was 
{wallowed  undiluted,  and  excited  fome  un- 
eafy  fenfations  in  the  oefophagus,  not  unlike 
the  heart-burn  ;  and  fmall  as  the  dofe  was,  I 
could  perceive  its  effefts  as  a  very  powerful 
diui  *etic.  The  next  day  it  was  repeated  by 
my  two  afiiftants  and  my  coachman,  and  we 
all  experienced  its  effefts  as  a  diuretic. 
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November  29th,  at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  I 
fwallowed  half  a  grain,  diflolved  in  half  an 
ounce  of  water.  I  was  here  however  de- 
ferted  by  my  fellow  labourers  ;  and  from 
fome  particular  hurry  the  next  day,  I  either 
neglected  to  make  a  minute  of  the  effeft,  or 
my  paper  has  been  miflaid  ;  and  from  that 
time  till  now,  other  fubjefts  having  engaged 
my  attention,  I  have  never  repeated  the  ex¬ 
periment.  I  trull,  however,  that  what  I 
have  already  offered,  will  induce  fome  other 
perfons  to  profecute  the  enquiry. 

Arfenic  is  evidently  the  bafis  of  every  ce¬ 
lebrated  empirical  remedy  for  capcer  ;  hap¬ 
py  will  it  be  for  mankind,  if  it  fhould  be 
difcovered  really  to  poiTefs  a  fpecific  power 
over  this  tremendous  infebiion,  which,  like 
the  venereal  virus,  I  am  perfuaded  and  trufl 
I  {hall  hereafter  be  able  to  prove,  gets  ad- 
million  into  the  human  fyftem  by  external 
abforption  :  fhould  it  fail  however  in  this 
mofl  defirable  end,  I  fhall  Rill  think  myfelf 
happy,  if  in  my  fearch  after  a  remedy  for 
cancer,  1  fhall  have  {fumbled  upon  an  effi¬ 
cacious.  one  for  dropfy. 
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The  few  experiments  here  recorded,  prove 
it  to  be  podefled  of  great  powers  as  a  diure¬ 
tic,  independent  of  that  further  power  which 
it  is  well  known  to  poflcfs,  of  exciting  the 
moft  heartfelt  ficknefs  and  naulea,  on  which 
I  believe  often  depends  the  efficacy  of  various 
emetics  and hydragogue cathartics,  in  exciting 
the  action  of  the  abforbent  veflels.  During 
exceffive  ficknefs,  the  whole  frame  is  ftrange- 
ly  thrown  into  agitation  ;  the  remotefi  parts 
of  the  fyffem  fympathize  with  the  differing 
ftimulated  ftomach,  fo  that  we  need  not  be 
furprifed  to  hear  that  excellent  obferver  of 
nature,  Sydenham,  exclaim,  “  that  there 
mu  ft  be  fome  fecret  paffages  through  which 
the  waters  are  carried  from  the  cavity  of  the 
belly  to  the  inteftines  ;  for  we  daily  ob- 
ferve,’  fays  he,  <£  that  hydragogues  evacuate 
ch  a  great  quantity  of  water  from  the  belly 
by  {tool,  as  if  it  were  contained  in  the  very 
inteftines  And  in  another  place,  fpeak- 
ing  more  particularly  of  the  action  of  eme¬ 
tics,  lie  has  thefe  words,  “  Whatever  thefe 
paffages  are,  through  which  the  water  pafles 
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from  the  cavity  of  the  belly  to  the  inteftines, 
I  am  certain  that  vomiting  provoked  by  the 
laid  emetic,  viz.  the  infufion  of  crocus  me- 
tallorum,  does  powerfully  evacuate  the  fame, 
and  not  only  downward  by  flool,  but  alio 
upward,  through  the  ftomach  and  mouth, 
in  the  act  of  vomiting  ;  for  after  vomiting 
twice  or  thrice,  the  waters  do  not  feom  to 
be  drawn  fo  much  by  the  fecretery  force  of 
the  medicine,  as  to  run  with  a  full  ffream, 
the  ftoppages  being  broken  and  opened  ; 
which  appears  plain  enough,  by  the  frequent 
impetuous  irruption  of  them  betwixt  the 
fpaces  or  intervals  of  vomiting.” 

Sydenham,  though  a  ftranger  to  the  true 
nature  of  the  abforbent  fyflem,  yet  as  an  ex¬ 
perienced  pra&itioner  perhaps  knew  better 
how  to  excite  the  a£lion  of  that  fyftem,  than 
all  the  gentlemen  who  have  written  on  the 
fubjett.  Perhaps  in  proportion  as  we  have 
encreafed  in  our  knowledge  of  the  phyfiology 
of  the  abforbents,  we  have  fallen  off  in  our 
practical  (kill  in  the  cure  of  dropfy. 

Vol.  II.  D  d  With 
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With  what  confidence  docs  Lifter  pre- 
feribe  the  Succus  Ehuh  in  the  cure  of  drop- 
fics  ;  a  remedy  which  modern  practice  is  al- 
moll  an  entire  ft  ranger  to. 

I  hope  the  reader  will  pardon  my  intro¬ 
ducing  the  following  cafe  here,  which  [hews 
the  extraordinary  power  of  a  brifk  emetic 
in  reducing  a  dropfy,  and  certainly  not  in¬ 
applicable  to  the  prefent  fubjeft. 

William  Davis,  who  had  lafl  year  been  re¬ 
lieved,  but  not  effeftually  cured  of  a  dropfy 
in  the  London  Hofpital,  applied  to  me  on 
the  14th  of  March,  178 7.  His  legs,  thighs, 
belly  and  face  were  very  tumid,  and  the 
ferotum  was  nearly  as  large  as,  his  head.  I 
determined  the  next  day  to  make  two  deep 
incifions  into  the  ferotum,  but  firft  refolved 
to  try  the  effe£t  of  a  fmart  emetic.  I  pre¬ 
ferred  five  grains  of  emetic  tartar,  rubbed 
up  with  fugar,  which  acted  agreeable  to  my 
warmeft  defire.  When  I  faw  him  the  next 
day,  I  could  fcarcely  believe  the  evidence  of 
my  own  eyes.  The  reader  will  eafily  judge 
of  the  aflonifhing  effect,  when  he  is  informed 

that 
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that  the  fcrotum  was  corrugated  almofl  to 
its  natural  appearance.  I  followed  up  the 
cure  with  large  dofes  of  cream  of  tartar, 
which  had  alfo  a  happy  c fie 61 ;  for  in  a  few 
days  his  legs  and  thighs  only  (hewed  marks 
of  dropfy  ;  but  on  the  27th  of  the  fame 
month,  I  had  reafon  to  apprehend  I  fhould 
yet  lofe  my  patient,  for  he  was  now  feized 
with  a  new  complaint,  viz.  intenfe  pain  in 
the  head,  with  inability  to  bear  the  light ;  a 
burning  (kin,  and  an  eye  and  countenance 
which  indicated  the  prefence  of  a  degree  of 
inflammation,  which  till  then  I  thought  in¬ 
compatible  with  dropfy.  I  bled  him  to  the 
amount  at  leafl  of  fixteen  ounces,  which  al¬ 
mofl  immediately  enabled  him  to  bear  the 

j 

light  of  the  window. 

This  diforder  foon  (hewed  itfelf  to  be  a 
very  formidable  intermittent,  complicated 
during  the  paroxifm  with  delirium,  and  fo 
(Irong  an  inflammatory  diathefis,  as  to  forbid 
the  ufe  of  bark  ;  which  indeed  I  was  not 
very  folicitous  to  ufe,  as  I  conceived  that 
this  new  difeafe  might  effect  a  perfedl  cure 
of  the  former.  I  fuffered  the  diforder  to 

D  d  2 
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run  on  till  the  4 tli  of  April,  when  I  trufled 
that  the  inflammatory  difpofition  was  fo  far 
quelled,  that  I  might  faf'ely  ufe  the  bark. 
Such  was  his  fituation  at  that  time,  it  was 
difficult  to  form  an  opinion,  whether  it  was 
lafer  to  adminifter  or  poftpone  the  ufe  of 
bark.  The  prefhng  fymptom,  however,  being 
a  regular  return  of  paroxifm,  I  ventured  up¬ 
on  a  f  ree  ufe  of  the  red  bark,  by  which  it  was 
immediately  checked ;  but  the  pain  in  the 
head  continued  great. 

On  the  6th,  I  applied  a  large  bliflcr  to  the 
nape  of  the  neck. 

On  the  15th,  I  found  it  neceffary  again  to 
have  recourfc  to  the  bark,  and  to  introduce 
a  large  and  deep  feton  into  the  nape  of  his 
neck.  From  that  time  to  the  prefent,  he  has 
continued  regularly  to  recover ;  and  has  at 
this  moment  fome  fymptoms  only  of  dropfy  in 
his  legs.  His  appetite  and  countenance  are 
good  He  is  a  young  man  in  the  prime 

*  It  the  dropfy,  however,  arofe  from  a  rupture  of  lym¬ 
phatics,  there  will  be  reafon  to  apprehend  a  return  of 
it  again. 


of 


Medical  Society  of  London .  405 

of  life  ;  only  thirty-fix  years  of  age,  and  na¬ 
turally  of  a  robufl  conflitution.  His  diforder 
came  upon  him  laft  fummer,  after  violent 
exercife,  in  a  very  hot  day.  In  about  the 
Ipacc  of  two  hours  and  a  half,  he  informs 
me  that  he  unloaded  two  waggons,  contain¬ 
ing  fixty-five  quarters  of  oats,  lie  carried 
them  all  up  a  pair  of  hairs,  and  fome  of  them 
into  the  garrets,  in  facks  containing  fix  bufli- 
els  each.  He  drank  a  good  deal  of  cold 
fmall  beer  at  the  time,  and  took  to  his  bed 
the  next  day.  From  that  time  he  gradually 
fell  into  a  bad  hate  of  health.  About  a 
fortnight  after,  I  faw  him  with  fwelled  legs, 
and  other  fymptoms  of  dropfy.  Soon  after, 
he  went  into  the  London  Hofpital,  from 
whence  he  returned  much  relieved,  but  gra^ 
dually  fell  again  into  the  fame  fituation  in 
which  I  found  him  at  the  commencement  of 
this  account. 

But,  to  return  to  the  fubjeft  of  my  paper, 
fhould  any  of  my  readers  be  hruck  with  the 
importance  of  this  enquiry,  I  would  wifh  to 
encourage  him  by  obferving,  that  there  once 
was  a  time  when  practitioners  would  have 
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dreaded  the  internal  life  of  mercury,  antr 
mony,  and  perhaps  hemlock,  as  much  as  we 
do  at  this  day  the  internal  adminiflration  of 
arfenic. 


ARTICLE  XXXVI. 


Hints  on  the  Management  of  Women  in  certain 
Cafes  of  Pregnancy,  by  Mr.  James  Lucas, 
one  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  General  Infrmary 
at  Leeds.  Communicated  by  J.C.Lettsom  , 

M.  D.  &c. 


Read  September  8,  1788. 


PRESUMING  that  the  following  hints 
may  not  be  foreign  to  the  defign  of 
your  publication,  I  take  the  liberty  of  fub- 
mitting  them  to  your  confideration,  in  hopes 
that  they  may  prove  as  beneficial  to  others, 
as  I  have  found  them  ufeful  in  my  own  prac¬ 


tice. 


*In  confcquence  of  my  relating  to  the  late 
Dr.  Eothergill,  the  utility  of  abflinence  in 

facilitating 
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facilitating  difficult  labours,  I  was  favoured 
with  an  account  of  his  fuccefs  in  preventing 
abortion,  even  in  very  delicate  women,  by 
preferibing  a  f paring  diet  about  the  fame 
period  of  pregnancy,  at  which  they  had  for¬ 
merly  mifearried. 

Although  in  mofl  fyflematic  writers  on 
midwifry,  the  fubjeft  of  abortion,  when  im¬ 
mediately  threatened,  is  fully  difeuffed  ;  yet 
few  obfervations  are  to  be  met  with,  refpeft- 
ing  its  prevention  in  future  geflations. 
Thole  who  are  fubjefl:  to  mifearriage  are 
often  unhealthy,  and  of  delicate  habits.  As 
the  occafional  caufes  of  abortion  are  feldom 
fuddenly  fucceeded  by  the  fymptoms  which 
immediately  produce  it,  the  preventive  means 
are  generally  applied  too  late  to  be  of  ma¬ 
terial  advantage.  After  a  woman  has  been 
fubject  to  mifearriage,  unlefs  when  it  has 
happened  from  an  external  injury,  there 
feems  to  be  a  peculiar  difpofition  to  it  about 
the  fame  period  of  the  next  pregnancy  ;  and 
even  from  fucli  flight  caufes,  that  I  have 
known  it  appear  to  be  produced  from  a  fit  of 
aughter  ;  while  on  the  contrary,  thofe  who 

have 
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have  never  mifcarried  are  fo  little  liable  to 
abortion,  that  attempts  to  procure  it  have 
often  rather  endangered  the  life  of*  the  mo¬ 
ther,  than  accomplifhed  the  baneful  defign. 

Some  years  ago  I  was  called  to  a  patient, 
who  had  taken  about  a  drachm  of  powdered 
cantharides,  which  brought  on  frequent 
vomiting,  violent  fpurious  pains,  a  tenefmus, 
and  immoderate  diurefis,  fucceeded  by  an 
acute  fever,  which  reduced  her  to  extreme 
weaknefs  ;  yet  no  figns  of  mifearriage  ap¬ 
peared,  and  about  five  months  after,  the 
woman  was  delivered  of  a  healthy  child. 

Accidents,  or  an  acute  difeafe,  may  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  abortion  at  any  period  of  gefla- 
tion  ;  but  it  ufually  occurs  about  the  third 
or  the  feventh  month,  and  its  prevention 
will  be  found  more  eafy  in  the  former,  than 
the  latter  ftage.  A  dried  attention  to  the 
time  at  which  the  mifearriage  happened  be¬ 
fore,  is  neceffary.  By  dating  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  pregnancy  near  a  fortnight  after  the 
lad  menilruation,  the  third  month  may  be 
nearly  afcertained ;  and  by  obferving  the 

time 
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time  oF  quickening,  the  feventh  month  may 
alfo  be  fufficiently  known.  If  women  would 
be  thus  exaCi  in  their  calculation,  as  to  the 
time  when  parturition  might  be  expected,  it 
would  lave  them  (elves  as  well  as  their  at¬ 
tendants  much  trouble  ;  and  it  would  rarely 
happen  that  the  time  could  bemiftaken  more 
than  a  fortnight. 

O 

$ 

The  preventive  means,  to  which  I  would 
wifh  to  folicit  the  attention  of  practitioners 
in  midwifry,  conlifl  in  ftiengthening  the 
habit  previous  to  a  fubfequent  pregnancy ; 
in  taking  away  a  few  ounces  of  blood  a  week 
or  two  before  that  period  of  geftation,  at 
which  the  lafi  mifcarriage  had  happened  ; 
in  advifmg  a  more  abllemious  or  lefs  nutri¬ 
tive  diet ;  in  prohibiting  the  ufe  of  fermented 
liquors,  or  of  any  fevere  exercife,  efpecially 
fuch  as  may  effeCt  the  parts  more  immediate¬ 
ly  concerned. 

The  following  cafe  may  tend  to  illuflrate 
the  praClice  : 


In 
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In  1784,  I  was  confulted  for  a  patient 
about  thirty  years  of  age,  who  had,  in  the 
fpace  of  four  years,  mifearried  as  many  times, 
although  fhe  had  before  been  the  mother  of 
two  healthy  children.  Her  conflitution  was 
fo  delicate,  that  her  friends  thought  her  con- 
fumptive.  By  the  ufe  of  tonics,  Buxton 
waters,  and  exercife  on  horfeback,  her  health 
was  much  amended. 

The  latter  end  of  December,  1785,  fhe  be¬ 
gan  to  have  fuch  complaints  as  frequently 
attend  the  early  part  of  pregnancy.  The 
catemenia  had  ceafed  the  2d  of  November. 
January  the  21  fl,  fuppofed  to  be  prior  to  the 
period  at  which  fhe  had  before  mifearried,  I 
took  three  or  four  ounces  of  blood,  and  re¬ 
commended  a  more  (paring  diet,  particular¬ 
ly  in  regard  to  animal  food,  and  fermented 
liquors.  Having  driflly  purfued  this  plan 
for  a  fortnight,  fhe  was  advifed  to  return  gra¬ 
dually  to  her  accuflomed  mode  of  living. 
Although  (he  had  before  mifearried  about  the 
third  month,  fhe  now  paffed  that  time  with¬ 
out  having  any  menacing  fymptoms.  On  the 

28th 
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28th  of  March,  the  motion  of  the  foetus  was 
firlt  perceived.  Previous  to  the  feventh 
month,  her  habit  was  fo  much  reduced  by 
the  treatment  requifite  for  an  inflammatory 
fever  that  attacked  her  about  that  time,  as 
to  obviate  the  neceffity  of  repeating  the  ab- 
ftemious  plan ;  and  which  was  alio  lefs  in¬ 
dicated  from  her  never  having  mifcarried  in 
the  latter  llage  of  geftation. 

After  having  completed  the  full  time  of 
pregnancy,  with  fewer  complaints  than  ufual, 
on  the  17th  of  Auguft  fhe  was  delivered  of  a 
healthy  child,  to  which  fhe  gave  fuck,  and 
has  fince  enjoyed  a  good  flate  of  health.  Such 
treatment  is  chiefly  adapted  to  prevent  abor¬ 
tion  about  the  third  month ;  and  no  great 
expectation  can  be  had  from  it  in  the  latter 
Page,  efpecially  if  the  placenta  is  attached 
to  the  os  tincae,  and  proves  the  caufe  of  ute¬ 
rine  haemorrhage.  It  has  failed  even  in  a 
few  cafes  of  early  mifcarriage,  but  it  has 
more  frequently  been  found  beneficial.  I 
have  fometimes  omitted  a  recommendation 
of  it,  where  future  experience  has  convinced 
me  of  its  utility.  It  is  requifite  but  for  a 
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fhort  time,  may  eafily  be  varied,  and  has  been 
found  to  relieve  complaints  of  the  ftomach 
often  attendant  on  fuch  fituations ;  nor  does 
it  in  any  refpefl  interfere  with  the  ufe  of  cold 
bathing,  or  other  corroborants  during  the 
remaining  part  of  geliation. 


The  reluctance  which  every  praftitioner 
muff  experience,  who  is  under  the  neceflity 
of  having  recourle  to  embryotomy,  induced 
me  to  refleft  upon  the  mod  probable  means 
of  preventing,  as  far  as  poffible,  the  exigency 
of  this  operation. 

Stout  healthy  women,  and  fuch  as  are  ac- 
cuftomed  to  indulgences  in  diet;  have  been 
obferved  to  have  large  children,  and  vice 
verfa.  A  country  pra£titioner,  in  a  let¬ 
ter  to  Dr.  Sinellie,  obferves*,  “  I  was  called 
to  a  woman  in  labour,  who  had  been  ex¬ 
tremely  hearty  during  pregnancy,  and  was 


*  Vol.  iii.  p. 
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•  1 

uncommonly  big.  The  child  weighed  fix- 
teen  pounds/5 


An  unexpected  and  happy  event  has  often 
been  the  refult  of  waiting  for  the  efforts  of 
nature  in  tedious  labours,  efpecially  where 
the  foetus  has  not  proved  of  an  uncommon 
fize,  and  where  the  bones  of  the  head  have 
been  pliable.  Pregnant  women  frequently 

retain  but  little  nourifhment  for  fome 

\ 

months,  without  any  pernicious  effects ;  and 
a  change  from  a  full  to  a  fparing  diet,  ac¬ 
companied  with  an  increafe  of  exercife,  has 
been  found  to  reduce  corpulency,  as  well  as 
to  afhft  the  cure  of  many  obflinate  difeafes. 


Thefe  obfervations  fuggefted  to  me,  that 
by  an  abflemious  diet  followed  by  the  mo-  -  ^ 
ther,  the  growth  of  the  feetus  might  be  fome- 
what  reftrained,  and  the  bones  of  its  head 
be  found  more  yielding,  without  its  proving 


.  yjL/r  4' 

injurious  either  to  the  health  of  the  mother 


or  child. 


re-  //, 


Some  years  fince  I  began  to  preferibe  a 

gimen  to  fuch,  in  whom  the  pelvis  was  fo 

rnrit  raffed  /: 
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contra&cd  as  already  to  have  required  em¬ 
bryotomy  ;  and  it  afterwards  occurred  to  me, 
that  a  fimilar  plan  might  be  Hill  more  bene¬ 
ficial  to  thole  in  whom  the  difficulty  of  la¬ 
bour  depended  on  the  uncommon  fize  of  the 
fetus ;  as  well  as  to  thole  who  became  preg¬ 
nant  at  a  more  advanced  age  than  ufual. 
Yet  difference  of  habit,  and  the  nature  of  the 
cafe  may  require  fome  variation  in  the  mode 
propofed,  and  which  muff  be  left  to  the  dif- 
cretion  of  the  practitioner.  The  treatment 
which  I  have  advifed  is,  that  of  temperance 
in  diet,  a  diminution  of  the  ufual  quantity,  or 
change  in  the  quality  of  the  food  ;  an  increafe 
of  exercife.  the  occafional  lofs  of  a  few  ounces 
of  blood,  and  the  moderate  ufe  of  cooling 
aperients.  This  regimen  has  been  more 
ffriftly  enjoined  in  the  laff  months  of  preg¬ 
nancy,  from  a  perfuafion  that  an  obfervance 
of  it  in  the  former  months  would  avail  little, 
if  negleCted  in  the  latter.  I  have  generally 
found  the  practice  fuccefsful,  in  proportion 
as  it  has  been  regularly  purfued  ;  and  it  has 
been  remarked  by  the  attendants,  that  the  in¬ 
fant  was  lefs  than  ulual. 


Where 
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Where  the  fize  of  the  foetus  alone  may  be 
fuppofod  to  create  the  difficulty,  purfuing  the 
plan  for  a  month  or  two  before  parturition, 
may  be  fufficient ;  but  when  the  pelvis  is  dif- 
torted,  the  rules  ffiould  be  early  commenced 
and  adhered  to  with  the  ftrifteft  attention. 
In  a  cafe  where  in  confultation  it  had  twice 
been  judged  necelfary,  from  the  curvature  in 
the  pelvis,  to  have  recourfe  to  embryotomy, 
by  (uch  treatment  the  woman's  next  labour 
was  remarkably  lefs  tedious,  and  the  child 
was  delivered  without  difficulty.  One  who 
had  had  uncommonly  fevere  and  lingering  la¬ 
bours, had  afterwards  a  much  eafier  and  quick¬ 
er  one,  from  the  child  proving  of  a  fmaller 
fize ;  and  another  who  had  been  delivered 
of  two  very  large  children,  the  firft  ftillborn, 
and  the  other  for  fome  time  apparently  with¬ 
out  life,  has  fince  had  lefs  and  more  live¬ 
ly  children,  without  any  hindrance  arifing 
in  thefe  cafes  from  the  prefentation.  1  his 
method  has  difappointed  me  in  one  or  two 
inftances  only  ;  and  even  in  thefe  I  am  not 
perfectly  fatisfied,  that  the  regimen  was 
ftriftly  adhered  to  :  but  in  no  cafe  whatever 
have  I  found  :t  in  any  refpeft  prejudicial. 

When 
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When  patients  have  chearfully  conformed 
to  the  rules,  it  has  not  been  unufual  for  them 
to  remark  the  additional  advantages.  One 
who  had  been  in  former  lyings-in,  fubjeft  to 
an  inflammatory  fever,  imputed  her  efcape 
from  it,  to  the  abftemious  mode  of  living  {he 
had  fo  attentively  obferved. 

As  the  diflortion  of  the  pelvis  is  rarely 
marked  by  any  outward  fymptoms,  or  an  im¬ 
moderate  fize  of  the  fetus,  in  the  firfl  in- 
ftance  futpefled,  we  can  feldom  have  it  in 
our  power  to  direft  fuch  treatment,  until 
the  necefiity  of  it  has  been  pointed  out  by 
former  bufferings  ;  yet  when  pregnant  women 
indulge  themfelves  in  eating  to  excels,  and 
at  the  fame  time  ufe  little  exercife,  we  may 
with  propriety  advife  a  different  conduct. 
There  can  be  little  expectation  of  fuccefs, 
where  the  bones  of  the  pelvis  are  fo  diftorted, 
that  the  Caefarian  operation  is  likely  to  prove 
the  only  refource;  but  in  fuch  deplorable 
cafes,  what  is  propofed  by  Dr.  Cooper,  in  the 
London  Medical  Obfervations  *,  feems  war¬ 
ranted. 

*  Yol.  iv#  p.  2/1. 

Women 
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Women  who  have  been  confined  to  a 
fitting  pofture,  by  the  nature  of  their  occu¬ 
pation  ;  or  who  have  been  weakened  by 
rheumatifm,  or  any  other  chronic  difeafe, 
are  liable  to  contraft  gradually  a  curvature 
in  the  pelvis,  and  this  wdiere  no  fuch  mal- 
conformation  before  exified  ;  and  when  they 
have  already  had  natural  and  common  la¬ 
bours. 

Some  fuch  unfortunate  cafes  have  fallen 
to  my  lot,  where  delivery  could  not  be  ef¬ 
fected  without  operative  means  ;  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  fuch  cafes  have  been  the  wives  of 
manufacturers,  and  confultations  were  pre- 
vioufly  obtained.  It  would  be  well  if  this 
unhappy  change  in  the  pelvis  could  be  either 
prevented,  or  early  difcovered,  its  caufe  in- 
vefiigated,  and  a  flop  put  to  its  progrefs. 

Although  the  fubjechs  who  may  require 
fuch  regimen,  are  generally  of  an  inferior 
rank  in  life,  yet  they  have  an  equal  claim  to 
our  compaflion  ;  and  fuch  means  may  hap¬ 
pen  to  preferve  the  offspring  of  nobler 
blood. 

E  e 
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ARTICLE  XXXVII* 


Some  Remarks  on  the  Influenza  that  appeared  in 
Spring  1782,  in  a  Letter  to  Dr.  Lettsom, 
by  R.  Hamilton,  M.  D.  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege  of  Phx/icians,  London ,  Member  of  the 
Medical  and  Philofophical  Societies  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  and  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London. 


Read  November  27,  17^7, 


S  I  R, 


AT  your  defire  I  fit  down  to  inform  you 
of  the  relult  of  my  practice,  and  the 
few  obfervations  I  made  on  the  influenza  of 


*  Although  this,  and  the  Following  Article,  have  lain 
Jinme  years  with  the  Medical  Society,  the  want  of  oppor¬ 
tunity  having  hitherto  prevented  their  publication  ;  yet 
the  fubje£l  on  which  they  treat  is  no  lefs  interefling  to 
pofterity,  than  if  they  had  been  printed  much  earlier ;  and 
appearances  of  a  catarrhal  affection  refembling  the  influ¬ 
enza,  on  which  they  treat,  having  recently  occurred,  the 
prefent  time  was  deemed  eligible,  more  efpeciallv  as  no 
late  miscellaneous  publication  contains  a  complete  account 
ol  the  difeafe. 


1782. 
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1782.  Though  I  know  it  can  add  little  to 
What  you  are  already  in  pofieffion  oF,  yet  the 
defire  I  feel  for  the  encouragement  of  every 
fcheme  which  tends  to  the  improvement  of 
that  fcience,  into  the  principles  ol  which  I 
have  been  initiated,  induces  me  the  more 
readily  to  add  my  mite. 

From  the  lft  of  January  this  year,  till 
about  the  end  of  May,  throughout  moil 
places  in  the  kingdom,  the  weather  was  un¬ 
commonly  unfavourable.  Snow,  froft,  rain, 
wind,  lightning,  and  thunder  to  a  great  de¬ 
gree,  by  turns  conftituted  the  weather  in  the 
neighbourhood  where  I  remained. 

The  fpring  was  confequently  cold,  and  the 
tillage  of  the  land  was  retarded  by  the  almoft 
conftant  rains  that  about  this  time  marked 

f 

the  feafon. 

With  regard  to  the  time  of  its  firft  appear¬ 
ance  in  the  places  where  I  then  pra&ifed,  as 
far  as  I  could  learn,  it  was  in  the  firft  week  in 
May.  Dr.  Grant  dates  its  commencement 
in  the  fuburbs  of  London,  fo  early  as  March. 

E  e  2  For 
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For  fome  time  at  lead  before  it  appeared  at 
St.  Albans,  which  is  only  21  miles  from 
London,  our  accounts  from  the  capital  told 
us  of  its  commencement  there.  By  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  April  the  Dr.  fays,  it  had  fpread  itfelf 
all  over  London  *.  Others  however,  deny 
it  to  be  in  London  till  May,  and  lay  that  it 
raged  molt  about  the  20th  of  this  month. 

St.  Albans  and  Luton  are  only  10  miles 
dillant.  It  appeared  feveral  days  fooner  in 
the  former  than  the  latter.  Luton  does  not 
lie  on  the  great  road  Irom  London,  therefore 
the  communication  with  it  is  lefs. 

My  prattice  took  in  the  compafs  of  feveral 
villages,  viz.  Colney,  St.  Albans,  Redburn, 
Market  -  Street,  Harpendcn,  Saundrige, 
Wheathamllead,  Hatfield,  and  Bell-Barr. 
By  this  means  it  lay  in  a  large  fcope  of  coun¬ 
try,  many  miles  in  circumference.  This  af¬ 
forded  me  fome  opportunities  of  remarking 
the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  and  fymptoms 
with  which  it  was  attended. 


*  Vide  Grant  on  Influenza. 
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Between  St.  Albans  and  Redburn  it  is  on- 

$ 

ly  four  miles  and  a  half;  yet  it  was  later  by 
fome  days  of  appearing  here  than  in  the 
other,  as  far  as  I  was  able  to  learn. 

Market-Street  is  about  four  miles  north- 

t 

weft  of  Redburn.  Here  iikewife  it  was  later 
of  appearing  than  at  the  other. 

Dunftable  is  between  feven  and  eight 
miles  northward,  on  the  fame  road,  and  Lu¬ 
ton  five  miles  from  it  fouthward.  At  thefe 
two  places  it  (hewed  itfelf  much  about  the 
fame  time. 

Harpenden  (lands  half-way  between  Lu¬ 
ton  and  St.  Albans.  This  was  not  only  the 
lateft  place  where  it  appeared,  but  fewer  ill 
here,  comparatively,  both  of  the  inhabitants 
and  the  foldiers  quartered  in  it,  and  under 
my  care.  Perhaps  this  may  be,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  owing  to  its  fituation  favouring  lefs  its 
exciting  and  pre-difpofmg  caufe. 

The  houfes  in  this  village  are  fcattered 
irregularly,  over  a  confiderable  piece  of 

E  e  3  ground  ; 
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ground  ;  moft  of  them  not  only  (land  fepa. 
rately,  but  at  fome  diflance  from  each  other  ; 
the  (Irect,  if  it  may  be  called  fo,  except  near 
the  north  end  of  the  town,  is  in  breadth  near 
a  mulket  (hot  ;  a  pretty  wide  common  ex¬ 
tending  down  it.  In  this  common  (or  flreet) 

Hand  many  trees,  but  not  fo  dole  as  in  any 
#  ,  * 

degree  to  prevent  free  perflation.  At  the 
fouth  end  of  the  village  is  a  fpacious  com¬ 
mon,  covered  here  and  there  with  heath. 
The  town  {lands  rather  on  an  eminence,  and 
the  foil  of  a  light  dry  nature  ;  when  com¬ 
pared  to  Luton,  Redburn,  and  Dunftable, 

Saundrige  lies  about  two  miles  and  a  half 
'  to  the  fouth-eafl,  and  is  more  encompaffed 
with  wood.  About  the  fame  diflance  like- 
wife,  but  in  a  more  northerly  dire&ion,  lies 
Wheathampflead.  Fewer  were  ill  in  Saun¬ 
drige,  than  Wheathamflead,  according  to  the 
fize  of  the  town, 

i 

Both  Luton  and  Wheathampflead  lie  very 
low ;  but  chiefly  Luton,  which  is  buried  in 
a  fort  of  dell,  formed  by  hills  near  it  on  the 
fouth-wefl  and  north-eafl.  Through  both 

run$ 
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runs  a  rivulet,  the  banks  of  which  in  many 
places  are  flat,  fuffering  its  waters  eafily 
to  overflow.  This  always  happens  when 
rains  fall  more  than  ordinary,  whereby 
marfhes  are  formed  along  them,  which  fome- 
times  the  heat  of  even  a  warm  dry  fummer 
is  not  fufhcient,  completely  to  exhale.  In 
this  part  of  the  country  there  is  alfo  much 
wood. 

# 

North-weft  of  Luton,  on  the  roadtoDun- 
flable,  it  is  flat,  A  large  ridge  of  hills  runs 
from  Dunflable  to  Luton,  facing  the  eaff, 
and  of  fo  chalky  a  nature,  that  in  many 
places  no  fwerd  grows  to  cover  it.  For  a 
confiderable  way  eaft  of  this  ridge  it  is  flat, 
the  river  aforefaid  winding  down  it.  This 
and  the  wood  always  keep  a  greater  quan¬ 
tity  of  moifture  in  thefe  places  ;  hence  the 
air  is  colder  from  the  exhalation,  and  the 
ground,  if  the'weathcr  be  at  all  moift,  is  wet, 
and  dirty  under  foot.  I  would  afhgn  this 
as  the  reafon  for  the  more  frequency  of  in- 
termittents  along  the  banks  of  this  ftream, 
than  in  any  other  part  of  this  country,  fpace 
for  fpace. 


Dunflable 
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Dunftable  is  fituated  more  on  a  flat  than 
the  two  laft  towns ;  it  may  be  faid  to  lie  in 
a  wide  vale,  formed  by  fome  hills  at  feveral 
miles  diflance.  A  large  pond  of  water  (lands 
in  the  m id (1  of  the  flreet,  where  horfes  are 
watered,  and  carriages  waflied.  In  St.  Al¬ 
bans  we  find  a  fimilar  one.  rl  hefe  may  be 
confidercd  as  no  addition  to  the  health  o( 
the  inhabitants,  especially  to  thole  living  near 
them,  and  more  immediately  in  the  way  cf 
their  effluvia. 

The  water  in  the  pond  at  Dunffable,  as 
the  weather  became  warm,  grew  very  corrupt, 
which  was  denoted  not  only  by  its  fmell,but 
by  its  green  colour.  I  have  likewife  feen 
dead  dogs  lying  in  it ;  and  indeed  it  may  be 
faid  to  be  a  receptacle  for  much  filth  tolled 
into  it  by  the  carelelfnels  and  inadvertency 
of  the  inhabitants. 

Colney  is  on  the  great  road  three  miles 
nearer  London  than  St.  Albans.  Thedifeafe 
appeared  about  the  fame  time  here  as  at  S;. 
Albans.  The  town  is  fmall,  and  like  Har- 
penden,  fcattered.  It  is  waffled  alfo  by  a 

river  ; 
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river ;  and  the  foil  around  appears  to  me 
rather  ol  a  lighter  nature,  than  feveral  of  the 
places  mentioned. 

Hatfield  is  dillant  only  five  miles  from 
St.  Albans,  and  in  a  more  northerly  dire&ion. 
It  is  fituated  on  the  great  north-eaft  road 
from  London ;  Hands  partly  on  a  hill,  and 
partly  on  a  Reep  declivity.  Bell-Barr  is  on¬ 
ly  two  miles  from  it ;  the  country  all  around 
is  alio  thickly  covered  with  wood.  Though 
Hatfield  is  only  eighteen  miles  from  Lon¬ 
don,  yet  the  difeafe  was  later  of  commencing 
there  than  in  the  capital,  notwithfianding  the 
confiant  palling  of  fo  many  flrangers  to  and 
from  London,  by  the  Rage  coaches,  waggons, 
and  other  conveyances.  The  inhabitants 
and  foldiers  here  buffered  confiderably.  Each 
ol  thefe  towns  contain  feveral  hundred  of  in¬ 
habitants.  In  feveral  ol  them  weekly  mar¬ 
kets  are  held.  Saundrige,  Bell-Barr,  and 
Colney,  are  fmaller  than  the  others. 

I  he  difeafe  did  not  appear  in  Yarmouth 
till  the  firR  week  in  June.  This  town  is 
dillant  from  London  123  miles  to  the  north. 

Ipfwich 
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Ipfvvich  in  Suffolk  is  diflant  from  the  metro¬ 
polis  70  miles  on  the  north-eaft,  or  rather 
eafl  road ;  it  was  alfo  the  firft  week  in  June 
when  it  appeared  here;  nor  then,  till  it  was 
brought  there  from  London,  A  furgeon  at 
Ipfwich  happened  to  be  in  London  at  the 
time  it  raged  in  it ;  he  left  it  on  the  lafl  day 
of  May,  and  arrived  at  his  houfe  about  eleven 
next  morning.  “  I  left  town/'  he  fays,  “  the 
Jaft  day  in  May  at  night,  and  was  then  ill  of 
it.  I  had  none  under  my  care  then  in  it ; 
a  few  days  after,  I  had  feveral,  but  none  fo 
much  debilitated  as  myfelf.”  From  him  it 
Ip  read  through  all  the  town, 

$ 

At  Stamfordham,  in  Northumberland,  it 
alfo  appeared  about  the  firfl  week  in  June*, 
according  to  my  correfpondent ;  it  fliewed 
itfelf  much  about  the  fame  time  at  New- 
caflle  on  Tyne.  It  difappeared  about  Stam¬ 
fordham  in  the  third  week  of  Auguft. 

In  the  places  already  defcribed,  where  my 
practice  chiefly  lay,  it  maybe  faid  entirely  to 

*  My  correfpondent’s  letter  is  dated  July  8th,  1782, 
and  fay  s,  “  The  influenza  now  rages  among  us.” 
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have  ceafed  about  the  middle  of  June.  But 
juR  at  this  time,  a  few  dry,  windy,  and  colder 
days  than  what  had  preceded,  fucceeded  our 
moiR-  weather.  This  produced  feveral  pe- 
ripneumonic  complaints.  Some,  not  fuffi- 
ciently  aware  of  the  diflin&ion,  and  having 
their  minds  prepoffeiTed  with  the  prevalence 
of  the  late  difeafe,  miftook  or  rather  con¬ 
founded  this  intercurrent  complaint  with  the 
other ;  though,  as  it  feemed  to  me,  the  dif- 
tinftion  might  be  eafily  made. 

In  fuch  as  I  vifited  under  it,  there  was 
neither  coryza,  cough,  fneezing,  nor  pains  in 
the  forehead,  back,  or  loins  ;  nor  did  that 
degree  of  debility,  fo  charafteriRic  of  the  in¬ 
fluenza,  attend  it ;  inflead  thereof,  I  found  a 

Rrong  full  pulfe,  and  fhort  refpiration,  or  a 

/ 

catching  in  taking  breath,  with  fixed  pains 
in  the  bread  and  fides. 

The  miflake  was  not  however  attended 
with  any  mifchiefs  ;  for  they  bled  their  pa¬ 
tients  :  found  the  blood  fizy  ;  and  in  fome 
•  *  / 

cafes  repeated  it,  they  affirmed,  with  advan¬ 
tage.  The  difeafe  was  Rill  termed  the  in¬ 
fluenza, 
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fluenza,  and  they  now  contended  that  V.  S. 
in  it  was  altogether  neceffary;  thus  making 
the  fizinefs  of  the  blood  a  pretext  for  V.  S. 
and  the  criterion  whereby  they  were  to  be 
guided. 

But  did  we  think  it  proper  to  enter  on 
the  fubjeft  here,  we  might  with  propriety 
contend,  that  is  not  always  to  be  held  as  the 
mark  of  the  phlogiflic  diathefis  prevailing 
in  the  habit, 


Symptoms . 

♦ 

As  to  the  fymptoms  with  which  the  influ¬ 
enza  was  attended,  they  were  various  in  va¬ 
rious  perfons,  according  to  the  Rate  of  the 
habit  at  the  time  of  the  attack.  The  firft 
victims  of  its  fury  were  the  foldiers.  And 
the  firft  fymptoms  I  perceived  were,  a  great 
cough  ;  ftraitnefs  about  the  breaft,  confider- 
ably  diftended.  The  patients  generally 
complained  of  a  ftoppage  in  the  trachea, 
giving  them  the  fenfation  of  a  ball  lodged 
there.  A  coryza,  or  running  of  a  thin 
acrid  mucus  from  the  nofe,  always  took 
place,  fo  as  to  excoriate  the  upper  lip,  and 

vellicate 
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vellicate  the  fchneiderian  membrane.  A 
violent  fneezing  :  a  pain  of  the  head  much 
encreafed  by  this  laft  fymptom,  and  mod  fe- 
vere  in  the  courfe  of  the  frontal  finufes.  A 
forenefs  over  the  eyes,  chiefly  about  the  eye¬ 
brows,  which  they  laid  was  feated  in  the 
bone.  This  rendered  the  eyes  ftiff,  and  pain¬ 
ful  to  be  opened;  nor  could  they  bear  a 
drong  light.  A  rheum  alfo  diddled  from 
them,  not  unlike  what  we  fee  in  the  meades. 
Univerfal  pains  over  the  body  ;  in  mod  on¬ 
ly  a  flight  fever ;  in  others  it  ran  very  high, 
with  a  confiderable  acceleration  of  the 
pulfe.  Faintnefs  ;  fome,  though  no  great 
degree  of  third  ;  the  pain  of  the  bread  lei- 
dom  felt  but  on  attempting  to  cough.  Then 
it  refembles  the  pricking  of  pins ;  but  it  was 
feldom  or  never  felt  fo  low  down  as  the  car- 
tilago  enfiformis.  The  throat  and  mouth 
burns  with  heat,  with  an  uncommon  fmarting 
over  the  fauces.  Thefe,  and  the  tongue  dry, 
and  fomewhat  parched.  In  two  patients  I 
remember  a  parched  tongue  was  prefent 
to  a  great  degree ;  here  the  third  was  greater. 
Some  bled  at  the  nofe  ;  and  one  of  my  pa¬ 
tients  had  abfccdes  formed  in  both  his  ears, 

which 


4^0  MEMOIRS  of  thi 

which  burd,  and  continued  to  diftharge  for 
fome  weeks  after.  A  diarrhaca  was  not  a 
common  fymptom,  yet  I  found  it  in  feveral. 
Appetite  in  many  was  impaired  ;  a  naulea 
alfo  in  feveral  cafes  took  place.  Little  deep, 
and  this  little  for  the  mod  part  broken  and 
didurbed  with  incoherent  dreams.  Pulfe  by 
no  means  hard.  In  fome,  hoarfenefs  and  fre¬ 
quent  hawkings  up  of  mucus  ;  in  others,  lit¬ 
tle  or  none4 

The  heat  that  fucceeded  the  cold,  which 
more  or  lefs  marks  every  febrile  paroxifm, 
fometimes  went  fo  far  as  to  be  followed  by 
perfpiratioft.  In  many  of  my  patients  this 
did  not  happen.  The  Ikin  remained  dry.  I 
feldom  found  the  belly  codive  ;  the  face 
fometimes  fwelled,  and  the  eyes  appeared 
funk  in  it,  as  we  often  obferve  in  the  eryfi- 
pelas,  weaknefs  of  the  joints  of  the  knees 
on  motion,  and  a  great  prodration  of 
drength. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Stamfordham, 
my  correfpondent  fays,  and  about  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Newcadle  on  d  yne,  it  was  ac¬ 
companied 
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eompanied  with  colic  pains,  and  cramps  in 
the  region  of  the  abdomen  and  ftomach. 
And  fome  there,  alfo  had  a  purging;  feme 
had  ulcers  in  the  throat  and  fauces  ;  but  fuch 
as  I  had  occafion  to  obferve,  were  very 
flight ;  this  was  rather  a  rare  occurrence. 
Many  had  a  flight  vertigo,  but  few  of  my 
patients  had  delirium  ;  though  I  have  heard 
of  its  being  found  frequently  in  the  practice 
of  others.  Though  a  great  faintnefs  and  de¬ 
bility  took  place  commonly,  yet  fainting  fits 
as  mentioned  by  fome,  except  in  one  patient, 
and  that  after  V.  S.  feldom  or  never  hap¬ 
pened  among  my  patients. 

Fits  refembling  an  ague,  have  been  men¬ 
tioned  as  a  concomitant  of  the  difeafe,  and 
in  the  more  marfhy  parts  of  the  ifland.  I 
doubt  not  of  their  exiftence  ;  and  that  the 
influenza  was  frequently  accompanied  with 
a  remittent  fever,  while,  in  the  more  dry  and 
open  fituations,  it  would  partake  more  of 
peripneumony.  Huxham  found  this  the  cafe. 
“  I  well  remember,”  fays  he,  that  the  ca¬ 
tarrhal  fever,  which  fpread.  through  all  Eu¬ 
rope,  under  the  name  of  influenza,  in  the 

fpring 
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fpring  1743,  frequently  became  pleuritic  and 
peripneumonic  ;  and  as  frequently  after  two 
or  three  days  ran  into  a  quotidian,  or  ter¬ 
tian  ;  the  difference  of  the  confhtutions  of 
the  patients  thus  altering  the  nature  and 
form  of  the  difeafe*.” 

In  the  villages  where  my  practice  lay,  I  do 
not  remember  to  have  met  with  any  efllorcf- 
cencies  on  the  (kin.  I  find  this  was  a  fymp- 
tom  obferved  during  the  epidemic  at  Bath, 
as  well  as  a  rednefs  and  forenefs  of  the  throat ; 
from  whence  Dr.  Faulconer  imagines,  that 
there  is  a  fimilarity  between  it,  and  the  fear- 
let  fever,  as  deferibed  by  Dr.  Withering  of 
Birmingham  A  furgeon  in  Beccles  in¬ 
formed  me,  fome  of  his  patients  had  not  only 
a  foul  tongue,  but  ulcers  on  the  tonfils ;  he 
mentioned  none  that  had  red  (pots  on  the 
fkin. 

% 

Age  and  ConJUlution  nwjl  liable  to  the  Influenza . 

With  regard  to  the  age  mod  liable  to  the 
difeafe  among  my  patients,  I  think  the  mid- 

*  Vide  Huxam  on  Fevers.  Art.  Intermitt. 

+  Vide  an  account  of  an  Influenza  at  Bath,  by  Dr. 
Faulconer.  x 
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die  age  felt  it  mod,  ceteris  paribus.  I  mean 
from  fix  teen  to  forty-five*  or  fo ;  but  few  of 
any  age,  fex  or  temperament  efcaped  it. 
When  I  fpeak  thus,  I  am  to  be  underftood  of 
thofe  in  good  health  before  its  attack  ;  for 
with  regard  to  people  in  general,  the  infirm, 
the  valetudinarian,  and  if  old,  the  more  in 
proportion  differed  moft. 

I  had  many  opportunities  of  obferving  the 
influence  of  the  weather,  in  rendering  it  more 
violent,  in  a  houfe  where  the  hufband,  wife, 
and  three  daughters  were  ill  at  once.  The 
wife  was  by  much  the  moft  feverely  hand¬ 
led  ;  next  to  her  the  hufband.  They  kept  a 
public  houfe  and  brewery,  to  the  latter  of 
which  they  gave  more  attention  than  the 
daughters,  whofe  employment  confided  in 
waiting  on  their  cuftomers  within  doors. 

A  boy  of  about  twelve  years  of  age,  of  a 
very  ftirring  difpofition,  differed  feverely ; 
yet  efcaped  the  difeafe,  though  the  reft  of  the 
family  had  been  ill  fome  time,  till  after  bath¬ 
ing  with  other  boys  in  the  river,  and  remain¬ 
ing  there  longer  than  prudent,  when  he  was 
Vol.  II.  .  F  f  feized 
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feized  next  day  with  the  influenza*  We  may 
add  to  this,  that  lie  was  a  valetudinarian  for 
a  long  time  before,  but  had  lately  overcome 
in  a  great  meafurc  all  his  complaints. 

To  corroborate  the  remark,  that  the  wea¬ 
ther,  &c.  had  great  influence  in  modifying  it, 
not  only  at  St.  Albans,  but  the  other  villages, 
the  foldiers  were  firff  feized  with  it,  and  were 
more  violently  handled  than  mod  others. 
Soldiers  are  not  only  lighter  clothed,  but 
worfe  fed,  worfe  lodged,  and  more  expofed 
to  all  the  vicifhtudes  of  the  weather,  than 
mod  other  deferiptions  of  men. 

An  account  from  Aberdeen  favs,  “  The 
difeafe  rages  here,  and  it  is  rather  fingular 
that  the  foldiers  are  fil'd  attacked  by  it,  and 
more  ill  of  this  defeription  of  men  than  any 
other.  If  we  allow  the  fame  influence  to  the 
weather  for  which  I  contend,  there  will  ap¬ 
pear  nothing  fingular  in  the  cafe.  In  a  word, 
the  fa 61  is  well  edablifhed.  The  fame  re¬ 
mark  was  made  in  Dublin,  for  we  find  700 
foldiers  there  labouring  under  it  at  once,  un¬ 
able  to  do  their  duty  in  barracks. 


An 
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An  account  from  Utrecht  informs  us,  of 
their  having  no  lefs  than  3000  ill  of  it. 

With  regard  to  the  fleet,  where  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  weather  likewife  prevails,  as  the 
crews  are  much  expofed  to  the  open  air,  both 
our  own,  and  that  of  other  powers  were  great 
fufferers. 

Among  others  of  our  own  veffels,  the  Stag 
and  Stout  privateers  fuffered  greatly  ;  for  on 
coming  in  to  Dublin  harbour,  mod  of  their 
crews  were  ill  of  it.  From  one  of  our  {hips, 
it  feems,  no  fewer  than  300  were  put  on  fhore 
under  it;  and  out  of  another  400. 

In  the  Nemefis  frigate,  70  were  ill  at  once. 
This  I  had  from  an  officer  belonging  to  her, 
who  was  himfelf  fo  ill,  that  he  had  not  at  the 
time  I  faw  him,  recovered  from  its  effects, 
though  at  the  diftance  of  four  months  from 
the  attack. 

Another  mftance  that  the  weather  had 
much  influence  in  modifying  it,  is  as  follows : 

A  young  gentleman  at  Luton,  about  twen¬ 
ty-three,  of  a  volatile  turn,  and  lately  a  vale¬ 
tudinarian,  but  who,  for  eight  or  ten  weeks 

F  f  2  hai 
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had  To  far  recovered,  as  to  be  able  to  follow 
his  amufements,  and  who,  for  this  purpofe, 
generally  walked  or  rode,  whether  the 
weather  was  favourable  or  not,  feveral  hours 
a  day,  often  at  the  fame  time  indulging  him- 
felf  freely  in  the  glafs,  was  at  lafi  feized  with 
the  epidemic,  and  fuffered  feverely.  We  may 
place  this  gentleman,  in  many  refpefts,  in 
the  fituation  of  a  foldier,  with  regard  to  the 
irregularity  of  his  life,  and  expofure  to  the 
viciffitudes  of  the  weather. 

The  delicate  alfo,  and  the  valetudinarian, 
in  all  my  observations,  were  great  iufierers, 
and  Hill  greater  in  proportion  as  they  were 
rxpofed  to  the  viciffitudes  of  the  weather. 
Others  in  different  parts  of  England  have 
alfo  made  the  fame  obfervation.  A  furgeon 
at  Newbury  in  Berks,  writing  to  me  on  the 
fubjeft,  has  thefe  words,  “  a  few  infirm  and 
bad  habits  funk  as  hardly  any  valetudina¬ 
rian  efcaped  it  :  and  as  in  thefe  it  generally 
appeared  with  the  greatefi  feverity ;  fo,  for 
the  mofl  part,  it  was  attended  with  dangerous 
fymptoms  only  in  patients  of  this  clafs.  One 
woman  at  Luton  fell  into  a  phthifis  pulmo- 
nalis  after  it. 


Both 
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Both  the  hates  of  old  age  and  infancy  was 
more  exempt  from  it -than  any  other  ;  I  mean 
fuch  as  were  in  good  health.  At  four  years 
of  age,  or  lb,  many  fuffered.  A  furgeon  at 
Beccles,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  affirmed,  that 
a  child  of  his,  only  eighteen  months  old, 
took  the  difeafe.  This  however  is  the  only 
inflance  of  the  kind  that  came  to  my  know¬ 
ledge,  though  I  have  converfed  with  many, 
and  made  much  enquiry  on  the  fubjeft  in 
many  parts  of  England.  I  had  an  evident 
example  afforded  me  to  prove,  how  far  the 
diftreffing  paffions  predifpofed  the  body  to 
be  more  feverely  affefted  by  it.  Thefe  al¬ 
ways  debilitate  the  habit  by  the  conflant  un~ 
eafinefs  the  mind  undergoes. 

A  foldier  in  the  light  infantry  was  for  fome 
time  violently  in  love  with  one  of  the  cyprian 
nymphs  that  follow  the  drum.  She  was 
young  and  handfome/and  had  fo  far  engaged 
his  affeftions,  that  he  offered  to  marry  her, 
though  well  acquainted  with  her  way  of  life. 
She  preferred  her  liberty,  and  refufed  him. 
This  had  fuch  an  effeft  on  his  fpirits,  that 
from  a  flout  well-looking  young  fellow,  with 

F  f  3  all 
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all  the  health  of  a  farmer’s  fervant  (for  he  was 
lately  a  recruit  from  the  country),  in  a  fliort 
time  he  became  thin  and  wan  ;  he  took  the 
difeafe  ;  not  however  when  the  others  had 
it,  but  in  the  beginning  of  June,  when  the 
regiment  marched  from  the  villages  aforefaid 
to  Royflon,  on  their  way  to  camp.  A  day 
or  two  before  this  he  had  parted  with  his 
goddefs  at  Luton  :  hefuffered  more  from  the 
difeafe  than  any  other  of  my  patients,  and  his 
cafe  put  on  more  of  a  remittent  than  any 
other  I  had  feen. 


Caufe,  not  in  the  Air,  but  in  a  fpecific  Contagion . 

I  would  not  be  underflood  from  what  I 
have  faid  relative  to  the  influence  of  the 
weather,  that  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe  is  to 
be  looked  for  in  the  air  alone.  This  is  only 
a  predifpofing  caufe.  Becaufe  cold  air  can 
give  birth  to  a  common  catarrh,  are  we  to 

conclude  it  can  give  birth  to  the  influenza? 
Cold  modi  air  renders  indeed  the  application 
of  a  mat  erics  morbi  more  effectual. 


We 
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We  have  many  examples  to  prove,  that 
the  air  cannot  hold,  nor  yet  convey  conta¬ 
gion  to  any  diffance.  If  it  be  mixed  with  the 
atmolpheric  air,  it  is  foon  diffipated,  perhaps 
chemically  decompofed,  if  it  be  a  compound 
body,  and  its  nature  altogether  changed. 
Experience  (hews,  that  contagions  have  al¬ 
ways  been  communicated  by  conta£l  with 
the  infe&ed,  either  mediately,  or  immediate¬ 
ly,  i.  e.  by  perfons  who  bring  it  on  their 
clothes  to  the  perfons  who  receive  it ;  or  by 
its  being  conveyed  from  the  infefled  in  va¬ 
rious  kinds  of  goods.  I  mean  here  all  fpe- 
cilic  contagions,  fuch  as  the  fmall  pox,  &c. 
or  thofe  from  human  effluvia,  fuch  as  pro¬ 
duce  fevers  of  a  dangerous  nature.  We  are 
now  well  aflured.,  that  the  plague,  the  molt 
infeftious  of  all  difeafes,  is  not  communicated 

by  the  air,  but  by  contaft. 

\ 

The  Europeans,  who  live  in  thofe  coun¬ 
tries  where  it  is  endemic,  and  do  not,  like  the 
Turks,  believe  in  the  deftruftive  tenets  of 
fatality,  prudently  (hut  themfelves  up  in 
their  houfes,  and  with  the  utmoft  care  (hun 
the  infefted.  By  this  precaution  they  efcape. 

Hence 
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Hence  the  plague  is  often  found  in  one 
flreet,  raging  with  all  its  feverity,  while  the 
inhabitants  in  the  next  remain  unrnolefted. 

Bad  weather  may,  and  often  does  aft  on 
the  human  body  fo,  as  to  debilitate  it ;  by 
which  means  it  becomes  more  difpofed  to 
receive  any  difeafe  that  rages  at  the  time. 
Whatever  debilitates  the  body,  we  know  has 
the  fame  effeft.  In  countries  where  inter- 
mittents  prevail,  they  attack  the  weakly  and 
debilitated,  while  the  more  robuft  pafs  free. 

The  late  Dr.  Gregory  was  one  of  twenty- 
five  young  gentlemen,  who  left  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  to  fludy  under  Boerhaave  at  Leyden,  all 
of  them,  one  excepted,  lived  pretty  freely. 
He  drank  water  for  the  mofl  part,  when  the 
others  drank  wine  ;  and  he  was  the  only  one 
who  fuffered  from  an  intermittent  during 
fome  years  they  purfued  their  ftudies  in  this 
univerfity. 

We  are  told  by  an  accurate  obferver,  that 
wet  and  cold  weather  is  more  injurious  to  our 
conflitutions,  than  the  fame  with  moderate 

warmth. 
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warmth.  Though  the  moift  and  warm  be 
the  moil  produ&ive  of  acute  and  fatal  di- 
feafes  ;  yet  there  is  more  danger,  he  tells  us, 
in  thefe  refpefts,  to  our  conflitutions  from 
the  oppofite.  A  fteady  fet  of  any  fort  of 
weather,  he  adds,  may  be  produ&ive  of  par¬ 
ticular  difeafes  ,  and  fo  is  a  quick  tranlition 
from  one  extreme  to  another 

We  have  already  mentioned  the  unfavour¬ 
able  weather  of  this  fpring.  F rom  a  meteor¬ 
ological  regifter,  kept  by  Mr.  Becket  of 
Brill ol,  we  find,  that  in  this  city  the  month 
of  April  was  for  the  mod  part  cloudy  and 
difagreeable.  Rain,  part  of  feventeen  days  ; 
two  days  of  fnow,  and  not  one  day  fair* 
The  wind  chiefly  from  the  north  and  eafl. 

May  was  (till  worfe.  “  This  month,”  he 
fays,  “  no  doubt  will  be  remarkable  in  all  the 
meteorological  annals  of  Europe,  for  its  un~ 
ufual  degree  of  cold  and  humidity,  with  a 
gloomy  and  uncommonly  difturbed  (fate  of 
the  atmofphere.  It  rained  there  part  of 
twenty  days,  and  all  the  others  were  cloudy 

*  Dr.  Fothergill.  Vide  Dr.  Lettfom’s  Ed.  8vo. 
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and  hazy  ;  the  wind  generally  between  the 
iouth  and  fouth-weft,  frequently  flrong. 5 

The  next  month,  June,  we  find  very  va¬ 
riable  ;  in  the  beginning  it  was  cold  and 
rainy ;  towards  the  middle,  about  a  week 
or  ten  days  fair  and  warm  ;  the  latter  part 
variable.  A  remarkable  change  is  noticed, 
which  took  place  between  the  17th  and  18th, 
for  between  one  and  two  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  17th,  the  thermometer  flood  as  high 
as  89  degrees  in  the  (hade  ;  and  next  day,  in 
the  evening,  it  funk  as  low  as  55*, 

It  has  already  been  pointed  out,  that  the 
attacks  of  the  dileafe  was  not  at  the  fame 
time.  If  the  caufe  lay  in  the  air,  all  mufl 
have  been  feized  at  once  ;  for,  though  it  of¬ 
ten  fpread  rapidly,  it  was  flill  progrellively, 
fometimes  flowly  and  gradually. 

Others  have  alledged,  that  it  took  its  rife 
from  the  influence  of  the  two  fuperior 
planets  Jupiter  and  Saturn,  that  appeared 


Vide  Broughton  on  Influenza  at  Briftol,  1782. 
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in  a  particular  fituation  this  year.  An  inge^ 
nious  furgeon  at  Plymouth,  is  among  thofe 
who  embrace  the  opinion,  that  the  planets 
gave  rife  to  the  influenza,  which  vifited  us 
fome  years  prior  to  this  *.  If  this  be  ad¬ 
mitted  once,  it  may  be  admitted  again  ;  there¬ 
fore  we  ought  to  confider  how  far  it  is 
founded  in  fa£l,  before  we  afl'ent  to  it. 

That  they  might,  by  their  great  attraClion 
and  influence,  joined  to  that  of  the  other 
heavenly  bodies  that  affefl  this  terraqueous 
globe,  be  the  caufe  of  the  unfeafonable  wea¬ 
ther  we  experienced,  I  {hall  not  venture  to 
deny  ;  but  at  the  molt  this  will  prove  no 
more  than  that  this  bad  weather  was  favour¬ 
able  to  the  diffemination  of  any  infectious 
difeafe  appearing  at  this  time.  No  writer, 
as  far  as  I  know,  maintains  that  it  was  always 
the  influenza  that  raged  at  thofe  times  when 
the  planets  were  in  fimilar  fituations.  Befides, 
the  difeafe  has  appeared  when  they  were  very 
differently  fituated,  fo  that  recourfe  could  not 
be  had  with  the  fame  reafon  to  their  greater 
influence  on  the  earth.  I  pafs  over  the 

*  Mr.  Geach,  F.  R.  S. 
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opinion,  as  too  ridiculous,  that  the  moth 
frequent  about  London,  called  by  Curtis, 
the  brvivn  tail  moth,  the  caterpillars  of  which 
happened  to  be  more  than  commonly  nume¬ 
rous  this  fpring,  gave  rife  to  the  difeafe. 
Thofe  who  believed  in  this,  mud  have  very 
fuperficially  confidered  the  fubjeft. 

That  the  true  caufe  fprung  from  another 
fource,  a  particular  rnatcrics  morbi ,  a  certain 
contagion,  I  think  will  not  require  many  ar¬ 
guments  to  prove  ;  the  following  few  proofs 
may  fuffice  : 

The  fird  who  were  feized  with  it  at  Nor¬ 
wich  (I  have  it  from  good  authority  *),  were 
two  men  lately  arrived  from  London,  where 
it  then  continued  to  rage.  A  ferjeant  of  gre¬ 
nadiers  of  the  10th  regiment  of  foot,  went  to 
London  on  furlow;  the  difeafe  then  raged 
in  the  capital  ;  he  returned  in  a  few  days  to 
St.  Albans,  affe&ed,  and  communicated  it  to 
the  people  in  whole  houlc  he  had  his  billet. 
This  was  the  fird  of  its  appearance  there,  and 


*  Dr.  Macquean, 
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from  thence  it  rapidly  fpread  all  over  the 
town. 

An  officer  of  the  fame  corps,  being  then  in 
Dublin,  told  me,  he  received  it  from  a  lady 
in  whofe  company  he  fat  at  dinner.  She  was 
then  complaining  of  indifpofition  from  it ; 
he  fat  next  her.  Before  he  left  the  room  he 
was  feized,  and  did  not  compleatly  recover 
in  two  months,  having  loll  his  voice  great 
part  of  this  time. 

One  of  Lord  Bute’s  labourers,  living  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  at  Luton,  happened 
to  receive  a  compound  frafture  of  his  thigh 
about  the  beginning  of  April,  a  month  at 
leaft  before  the  influenza  appeared  there. 
When  the  reft  of  the  family  were  feized ; 
though  he  had  never  been  from  his  bed  fmce 
the  accident,  yet  he  caught  the  difeafe,  and 
fuffered  confiderably.  Here  was  no  expo- 
fure  to  the  viciftitudes  of  the  weather.  This 
fell  under  my  own  obfervation,  as  I  attended 
him  from  the  time  of  the  accident  till  after 
the  epidemic. 


I  efcaped 
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I  efeapcd  the  difeafe  myfelf,  though  daily 
vifiting  fo  many  under  it,  till  one  day  being 
at  a  Clergyman’s,  and  being  defired  to  vifit 
two  of  his  maids  then  under  it,  and  infpeft- 
ing  their  throats  of  which  they  complained, 
I  received  their  breath  full  in  my  face,  and 
thought  at  the  inflant  it  fmellcd  difagrceably. 
Returning  home  about  an  hour  after,  I  began 
to  feel  myfelf  chilly  with  the  fenfation,  as  if 
fomething  Ruck  iii  my  throat.  In  ten  minutes 
after,  I  had  a  difeharge  of  thin  mucus  from 
my  nofe,  began  to  fneeze,  and  felt  a  pain  in 
my  head.  Though  I  had  only  four  miles  to 
ride  to  my  lodgings,  yet  by  the  time  I  ar¬ 
rived,  1  felt  myfelf  extremely  ill.  Here  rauft 
certainly  be  contagion  ;  no  quality  of  the 
air  would  fatisfaflorily  account  for  this* 
Another  example  of  its  contagious  nature, 
might  be  drawn  from  the  news,  the  Concert 
and  Lizzard  men  of  war  efcaping  it  till  they 
came  to  that  part  of  the  Thames,  near 
Gravefend,  called  Long  Reach  *. 

We  might  prove  it  Rill  farther,  was  it  ne- 
ceflary,  from  its  gradual  attack.  This  was 

*  Vide  Lon.  Medical  Journal. 
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very  obfervable  in  many  families  where  I 
vifited.  The  houfekeeper  of  a  gentleman  on 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  flreet  to  that  where  I 
lived,  was  not  feized  till  more  than  ten  days 
after  I  recovered,  though  her  mailer  often 
vifited  me  while  I  lay  under  it.  The  lady 
likewife  of  the  clergyman  already  mentioned, 
and  her  two  children  had  the  difeafe  fome 
days  before  her  maid  fervants  were  feized. 
Thus  we  find  one  was  taken  ill  to-day,  a  fe- 
cond  to-morrow,  and  a  third  perhaps  not  till 
feveral  days  after.  Is  not  this  the  ufual 
mode  of  feizure  in  all  contagious  difeafes  ? 

Befides,  when  we  refleft  on  the  fymptoms 
of  the  influenza,  we  {hall  find  them  fuch  in 
general  as  denoted  debility.  Far  more  prof- 
t ration  of  flrength  was  united  with  it,  than 
we  ever  find  attend  catarrhs  from  cold  alone; 
and  I  am  led  to  think  this  forms  one  of  its  chief 
diflinguifhing  fymptoms.  “  A  catarrh,5’  fays 
a  certain  writer,  “  from  the  fituation  of  our 
ifland,  and  from  the  fudden  vicifhtudes  of  the 
weather,  with  refpeCt  to  heat  and  cold,  may 
with  the  flrifleft  propriety  be  looked  on  as 
the  endemic  difeafe  of  Great  Britain.*”  But 
*  Vide  Abufe  of  Medicine,  p.  ^7. 
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catarrhs  from  this  fource  alone,  never  bring 
with  them  fuch  lofs  of  the  powers  of  exertion 
and  univerfal  ofthenia. 

Whatever  then  may  be  the  nature  of  this 
materics  morbi ,  it  is  fuch  as  always  produces 
great  alterations  in  the  fun  ft  ions  of  the  ner¬ 
vous  fyftem. 

Few  difeafes,  putrid  fevers  excepted,  ever 
produced  lofs  of  flrength  and  debility  more 
fuddenly  than  this.  The  crew  of  the  Fly 
Hoop  of  war,  was  an  inflance  of  this.  The 
captain  affirmed,  that  forty  of  his  men  fell 
ill  in  lefs  than  eight  hours  ;  feveral  of  whom 
he  declared,  dropped  down  at  the  wheel,  as 
they  (leered  the  veffel.  This  circumdance 
obliged  him  to  put  back,  and  Hand  again  for 
the  Yarmouth  roads,  which  he  had  only 
left  a  few  hours  before,  with  all  hands  ap¬ 
parently  well,  merely  for  want  of  hands  to 
navigate  her.  The  infeftion  muff  have 
been  received  from  (bore,  with  which  they 
had  frequent  communications. 
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The  fubjedt  of  contagion  is  an  obfcure 
one,  were  we  to  enter  on  it ;  much  indeed 
might  be  faid,  but  little  at  prefent  with  cer¬ 
tainty.  We  might  amufe  ourfelves  with  en¬ 
quiring,  wherein  confifts  its  difference,  by 
which  it  can  produce  in  the  human  body 
difeafes  fpecifically  different  ?  why  one  kind 
feems  to  exert  its  force  on  the  mucous  mem¬ 
brane  of  the  trachaea,  nofe,  &c.  and  produce 
fever,  as  in  the  difeafe  under  confideration  ? 
why  another  fpends  its  fury  on  the  fkin,  and 
perhaps  cellular  texture  conne&ed  with  it, 
as  in  the  fmall  pox  ?  why  a  third  produces 
dangerous  glandular  fwellings,  both  external 
and  internal  on  the  throat,  with  bright  red 
eruptions  covering  the  furface  of  the  body, 
as  in  a  fcarlet  fever?  But  thefe,  and  other 
enquiries  of  this  nature,  it  is  proper  to  pafs 
over  here,  as  it  is  matter  of  faft,  not  conjec¬ 
ture,  I  wifh  to  confine  myfelf  to.  Such  {hail 
be  left  in  the  ftate  we  find  them,  enveloped  in 
uncertainty  and  obfcurity,  from  which  it  is 
to  be  feared,  our  prefent  limited  knowledge 
of  the  various  combinations  of  matter,  will 
not  allow  us  foon  to  evolve  them  ;  yet,  as 
the  knowledge  of  the  human  mind  is  pro- 

VoL  II.  G  g  greffive, 
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greflive,  and  every  year  adds  to  induflxious 
enquiries,  fome  extenfion  of  phyliological 
inveftigation,  I  would  not  too  ralhly  con¬ 
clude  them  infcrutable.  Was  this  inculcated, 
it  would  prove  a  check  to  induftry,  and  be¬ 
come  the  nurle  of  ignorance.  Several  things 
familiar  to-dav,  in  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 

fent  centurv,  feemed  as  infcrutable  as  the 
. 

prefent  hibje£t,  and  another  {cries  of  years 
may  produce  as  material  difcoveries  in  the 
natural  world. 

Of  the  Fatality  of  the  Difeafc. 

In  all  the  fcope  of  country  in  which  I  was 
employed,  during  its  continuance,  not  one 
died  immediately  from  it.  My  medical 
friends  in  London,  gave  me  much  the  fame 
account.  I  find,  however,  by  t lie  bill  of 
mortality,  publifhed  in  the  third  volume  of 
Medical  Tranfa61ions,  that  there  were  a  great 
cncreafe  oi  burials  in  May  and  June,  which 
is  attributed  to  it. 

In  Kent  we  are  informed,  it  was  not  dan¬ 
gerous.  A  gentleman  refiding  near  the  coaft 
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fays,  “  Few  have  efcaped  it,  but  I  know  not 
of  a  (ingle  inftance  of  danger  It  was 
laid  to  be  fatal  in  Jerfey  ;  but  fome  doubt 
may  remain  concerning  the  difeafe,  as  every 
complaint  was  denominated  influenza,  that 
appeared  about  this  time.  Mr.  Friend  of 
Newbury,  loft  only  one  patient ;  nor  was  he 
altogether  certain,  whether  the  difeafe  was 
influenza.  From  a  curfory  account  of  her 
fymptoms,  which  he  adds,  “  I  am  inclined  to 
doubt  in  like  manner,  as  this  cafe  happened;’ 
he  adds,  “  in  June,  when  the  influenza  was 
prevalent  here,  I  have  been  difpofed  to  think 
it  partook  of  the  epidemic,  though  the  fymp- 
toms  were  fomewhat  di{^lmilar.,,  Four  in  the 
practice  of  Mr.  Binney,  of  the  fame  place, 
died.  Two  of  thefe,  he  fays,  were  upwards 
of  fixty,  and  very  infirm  before  the  influen¬ 
za  feized  them  ;  the  other  two  were  alfo  in 
advanced  life. 

At  Royflon  I  was  told,  “  few,  or  none 
died  there.”  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  I  found  a  man  who  had  loft  his  wife. 


*  London  Medical  journal. 
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and  I  tliink  he  faid  three  children  by  it ;  but 
this  is  likewife  doubtful  ;  it  might  be  at  leal! 
compounded  with  the  ague,  a  difeafe  fre¬ 
quent  here.  At  Yarmouth,  on  enquiry,  I 
found  none  died  of  it.  I  arrived  there  July 
the  6th,  very  lately  after  it  had  ceafed.  My 
correfpondent  from  Stamfordham  (Mr.  Scott) 
fays,  it  only  proved  fatal  in  this  neighbour¬ 
hood  in  three  indances.  At  Ipfwich  in  Suf¬ 
folk,  I  cannot  learn  that  it  proved  fatal  in  a 
fingle  inftance. 


Cure • 

Amoncr  the  means  of  cure,  various  in  va- 

O  7 

rious  perfons,  which  have  been  had  recourfe 
to,  none  is  of  more  material  confequence  to 
confider  than  venaefeftion.  On  this  head  we 
fhall  beg  leave  to  fugged  a  few  things.  Thofe 
who  contended  that  they  found  it  ufeful  and 
neceflary,  generally  gave  the  appearance  of 
the  buffy  crud,  as  one  of  their  reafons.  This, 
it  is  well  known,  is  a  very  fallacious  ted. 
It  appears  on  many  occafions,  where  V.  S.  is 
b}'  no  means  warranted.  We  always  find  it 
in  the  blood  of  pregnant  women,  if  their 

pregnancy 
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pregnancy  be  any  thing  advanced  ;  and  we 
meet  it  often  in  the  laft  Rage  of  a  conlump- 
tion,  when  the  powers  of  the  body  are  near¬ 
ly  exhaufted ;  likewife  in  dropfy,  where  we 
have  little  reafon  to  fuppofe  inflammation  ; 
and  lefs  ftill  that  V.  S.  would  prove  ufeful. 

The  coagulable  lymph  may  be  feparated 
in  whitifh  or  bluifh  ftreaks  on  the  furface  of 
the  blood  ;  yet  the  craffamentum,  if  com¬ 
pared  to  the  ferum,  may  be  very  difpropor- 
tionate.  It  may  be  fmaller  in  quantity,  per¬ 
haps  a  thin  pelicle,  and  even  fometimes  not 
very  accurately  feparated  from  the  ferum. 
The  craffamentum,  with  this  appearance, 
may  almofl  diffolve  on  handling  ;  or  the  un¬ 
der  fide  be  fo  loofe,  as  to  fall  into  pieces  when 
taken  up  for  examination. 

It  is  needlefs  to  mention  here,  what  every 
one  knows,  who  has  attended  to  the  fubjeft, 
that  the  form  of  the  cup  the  blood  flows  in¬ 
to,  the  fize  of  the  orifice,  nay,  the  very  ma¬ 
terials  of  which  it  is  compofed,  with  feveral 
things  of  this  nature,  are  to  be  attended  to, 

G  g  3  ia 


454  MEMOIRS  of  the 

in  forming  an  opinion  refpe£ling  blood  *. 
lienee,  neither  the  prefence,  nor  yet  abfence 
of  the  huffy  crufi,  is  an  abfolute  guide  to  de¬ 
termine  us  for  or  againft  V.  S.  The  denfity 
of  tlie  craffamentum,  the  fmall  quantity  of 
ferum  feparated,  with  perhaps  its  greenifh 
colour,  even  fhould  no  coagulable  lymph  ap¬ 
pear,  denote  higher  degrees  of  inflammation, 
and  greater  activity  in  the  arterial  fyftem 
oftentimes,  than  when  the  huffy  coat  covers 
the  fur  face.  The  fir  ft  drawn  cup  often  fhews 
none  ;  the  fecond  and  third  perhaps  abound 
with  itf 

Inflammatory  blood,  denoting  general 
V.  S.  is  not  only  denfe,  but  the  lymph  on  its 
fur face,  when  it  fhews  itfelfis  tough  and  thick, 
Hill  growing  tougher  by  handling,  contrary 
to  what  it  does  when  it  appears  in  debilitated 
habits.  The  craffamentum  is  often  found 
contracled  on  its  furface,  fomewhat  into  the 
form  of  a  cup,  with  the  under-fide  of  the 
cake,  folid  and  firm.  Nor  fhould  we  be  led 
always  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  V.  S.  even 


*  Vide  Hav  on  the  Blood. 
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from  the  pulfe,  without  maturely  weighing 
every  circumftance  of  the  cafe,  and  fymp- 
toms  with  which  it  is  attended.  A  fmall 
pulfe  fhould  not  always  deter  us  from  the  ufe 
of  the  lancet ;  nor  yet  a  large  pulfe,  apparent¬ 
ly  ffrong  under  the  fingers,  urge  us  to  it :  for 
the  one,  even  from  a  trifling  lofs,  a  few  ounces, 
will  fometimes  fink,  and  proftration  and  de¬ 
bility  fo  rapidly  follow,  that  all  our  endea¬ 
vours  may  not  be  able  to  repair  the  injury 
occafioned  by  it :  while  the  other  rifes  as 
we  continue  to  draw  off  the  blood,  and  bears 
with  manifeft  advantage  a  large  lofs  of  blood. 
A  dyfpncea  is  another  fymptom  for  which 
V.S.  has  been  commonly  inftituted,  but  here, 
likewife,  the  fame  caution  ought  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  for  it  not  unfrequently  takes  place 
from  debility ;  and  this  is  manifefted  from 
its  often  attending  too  much  depletion. 
Every  one  who  has  feen  it  improperly  in¬ 
ftituted,  and  repeated  for  this  fymptom  in 
rheumatifm,  will  be  fully  convinced  of  the 
truth  of  this  observation  :  inftead  of  reme¬ 
dying  this  fymptom,  every  repetition  en- 
creafes  it,  and  the  anxiety  with  which  it  is 
attended  ;  and  that,  on  a  corroborating  plan 

being 
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being  purfued,  it  is  as  gradually  and  ef¬ 
fectually  removed.  Thefe  things  duly  at¬ 
tended  to,  fhould  teach  us  caution  at  all  times 
in  the  ufe  of  the  lancet.  To  thefe  may  be 
added,  that  the  fympt*  ms,  as  already  ob- 
ferved  in  the  influenza,  were,  for  the  mod 
part,  fuch  as  to  deter  the  cautious  from  V.  S. 
even  in  thofe  cares  where  itfeemed  admiffable, 
it  was  to  be  done  with  care,  and  after  nice 
obfervation. 

We  found  that  for  the  mofl  part  the 
pulfe  was  foft ;  indeed  very  rarely  hard  ;  that 
it  was  fmall  and  debile  ;  even  feldom  full, 
and  betraying  very  little  aflivity  in  the  ar- 
terious  fyftem,  with  pains  in  the  back  and 
loins,  vertigo,  rigors,  &c. 

Some  inflammation  I  will  allow  ;  the  Hate 
of  the  mucus  membrane  proved,  there  was 
a  degree  of  it  prefent.  We  know  a  degree 
of  it  exifls  in  chronic  rheumatifm  ;  yet  V.  S. 
is  feldom  advantagoufly  ufed  in  this  com¬ 
plaint  ;  for  if  it  be  pufhed  to  any  degree,  a 
paralytic  affeCtion  might  be  the  confequence, 
pr  other  marks  of  aflhcnia  equally  bad. 

Who 
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Who  would  at  this  day  think  of  employing 
V.  S.  in  the  putrid  fore  throat ;  yet  we 
find  from  the  authors  who  have  treated  on 
the  fubjeti,  that  the  blood  often  (hewed  the 
bully  coat.  Dr.  Fothergill  (peaking  on  the 
fubject,  exprefsly  fays,  after  telling  us  the 
blood  was  of  a  frelh,  florid  colour,  and  the 
craflamentum  lax,  &c.  “  But  it  is  often  fizy 
when  the  dileafe  has  continued  two  or  three 
days  ;  and  in  fome  inftances  that  lately  oc¬ 
curred,  it  was  fo  foon  after  the  firft  at¬ 
tack  ;  yet  it  is  well  known,  bleeding  never 
cures  it,  nay,  though  it  relieves  for  a  little 
by  taking  off  the  fenfe  of  plethora,  and 
eafing  the  breathing,  it  only  lerves,  if  often 
repeated,  to  weaken  the  fyftem,  and  reduce 
the  miferable  patient  Kill  farther. 

I  call  it  plethora  here,  whether  in  relation 
to  the  encreafed  quantity  of  the  blood,  or 
other  fluids  ;  or  in  the  diminiflied  force  of 
the  heart,  unable  now  to  propel  the  blood, 
fo  as  to  dilate  the  artery  with  its  accuflomed 
eafe.  It  is  this  laft  plethora  that  feems 

*  Vide  FothergilFs  Works. 
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fometimes  to  exifl  in  heftic  habits,  where 
V.  S.  ferves  only  to  augment  the  degree  of 
debility.  The  blood  is  thereby  lefTened  in 
quantity,  and  thus  the  plethoric  fymptoms 
for  a  time,  relieved  ;  but  the  vefleis  foon  ac¬ 
comodate  them  (elves  to  their  leflened  con¬ 
tents,  whereby  a  fimilar  fpurious  plethora  is 
again  induced.  V.  S.  is  repeated  with  a 
view  to  remove  this  (enfation,  and  fo  on,  till 
the  powers  totally  fink.  I  have  fomewhere 
read  of  an  infiance  where  the  patient  died 
under  the  operation. 

In  the  peripneumonia  notha  of  Huxham, 
we  find  him  diffuading  from  V.  S.  though  at 
the  fame  time  he  admitted  the  prefence  of 
confulcrable  inflammation.  Practitioners  in 
different  parts  of  the  ifland  confeffed,  that 
in  the  epidemic,  of  which  we  are  treating, 
fittle  of  the  inflammatory  crufl  appeared  on 
the  blood.  This  was  the  cafe  at  Yarmouth, 
the  furgeons  there  found  it  always  florid, 
and  loofe  in  its  texture  :  they  bled  how¬ 
ever  ;  but  they  obferved,  it  never  gave  that 
permanent  relief,  which  from  the  flraight- 
nefs  of  the  cheff,  they  expeCled  from  it. 
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In  a  letter  from  Stamfordham,  I  find  that 
V.  S.  was  pretty  generally  ufed  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  epidemic,  but  they  found  reafon 
to  alter  the  pra&ife,  as  they  became  more 
acquainted  with  its  nature.  “  But  now,' 
fays  my  correfpondent,  “  the  difeale  has 
taken  another  turn ;  though  the  patient 
complains  of  aches,  and  pains  all  over  him, 
particularly  about  the  breall  ;  and  if  you 
bleed  him,  the  inflamatory  cruft,  as  it  is 
called,  manifeftly  puts  on  its  appearance  ; 
yet  notwithftanding  all  thefe  fymptoms, 
which  indicate  V,  S.  the  difeafe  at  leaf},  in 
our  part  of  the  country,  does  not  bear  bleeds 
ing  ;  for  the  pulfe  becomes  weak,  and  there 
is  great  debility,  and  langour  hangs  upon 
them.”  In  a  fecond  letter  on  the  fubjefl:, 
he  fays,  “  at  leaft  it  feemed  to  run  a  good 
deal  into  the  low  and  putrid,  fo  that  we  were 
obliged  to  give  cordials,  and  antifeptics.” 
Pr.  Macqueen  fays,  the  only  one  that  died 
there,  was  a  man  that  had  been  twice  bled, 
and  he  was  opinion  this  contributed  to  his 
death. 

By  what  has  been  faid,  I  would  not  be 

underftood 
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underfloor!  to  mean,  a  total  difTuafion  from 
V.  S.  in  every  cafe.  I  doubt  not  but  the 
phlogiflic  diathefis  prevailed  fo  much  in 
many  patients,  as  to  indicate  V.  S.  and  that 
much  relief  was  aflordcd  by  it.  Patients 
were  differently  affected,  according  to  cir- 
cumffances  of  habit,  place,  &c.  When  V. 
S.  was  ufed  with  proper  circumfpeftion  to 
the  nature  of  the  epidemic,  the  habit,  &c. 
and  in  the  robuft  and  llrong,  no  doubt  can 
remain  of  its  utility  ;  but  this  is  far  from  that 
promifeuous  ufc  of  the  lancet,  which  I  fear 
too  often  took  place  ;  it  happened  frequent¬ 
ly  that  patients  infilled  on  being  bled  ;  they 
never  failed  to  find  thofe  who  complied  with 
their  defire  ;  “  many  were  bled  by  my 
young  man,55  fays  a  furgeon,  “  without  ad- 
vice, 

I  fullered  from  the  difeafe  feverely,  being 
ill  upwards  of  three  weeks,  though  but  a  few 
days  confined  to  bed;  the  nature  of  my 
fituation,  and  the  number  I  was  obliged  to 
vifit,  preventing  me  from  taking  that  care 
of  myfelf,  which  I  recommended  to  others. 
My  throat  was  much  inflamed  ;  the  exter¬ 
nal 
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nal  fauces  confiderably  fwelled,  with  other 
fymptoms  of  a  phlogiftic  diathefis,  yet  from 
univerfal  pains  on  motion,  a  lownefs  of  fpi- 
rits,  rigors,  and  a  (light  vertigo,  I  would  not 
fuffer  myfelf  to  be  bled.  I  trufted  to  gentle 
diaphoretics,  laxatives,  and  diluting  drinks 
acidulated,  with  a  linbtus  to  mitigate  the 
burning  heat  and  pain  I  felt  in  my  throat. 
Dr.  Mac  queen  told  me,  he  buffered  alfo  much 
from  it,  and  being  fubjeft  to  catarrhal  affec¬ 
tions,  which  V.  S.  always  relieved,  he  had 
recourfe  to  it  ;  but  though  he  found  it  pro¬ 
ductive  of  fome  benefit  to  his  head-ach,  for  a 
fhort  interval,  yet  his  complaints  rather  re¬ 
curred  with  additional  force  ;  from  which  he 
concluded,  that  V.  S.  did  not  give  that  per¬ 
manent  relief  in  the  difeafe,  as  from  the 
feeming  inflammatory  fymptoms,  there  was 
realon  to  expeft.  We  find  it  was  fre¬ 
quently  tried,  both  at  Bath  and  Briftol  ;  it 
did  not  anfwer  in  either  place.*  Neither 
Sydenham  nor  Huxham  fpeak  favourably  of 
V.  S.  in  the  influenza ;  yet  the  latter  efpeci- 


*  Vide,  Treatife  on  Influen.  by  Broughton  and  Fal¬ 


coner. 


462  M  K  M  OIKS  of  the 


ally,  had  good  experience,  fince  he  praflifed, 
in  no  fewer  tlian  in  three  epidemics  of  the 
difeafe.  Dr.  Fothergill*,  (peaking  on  ano¬ 
ther  occafion  of  V.  S.  and  diffuading  from 
its  free  ufe,  unlefs  we  be  perfectly  certain  of 
confiderable  inflammation  of  internal  parts, 
has  thefe  words,  “  this  is  only  intended  as  a 
caution  to  fome  who  have  been  taught  to 

o 


think,  that  copious  bleeding  is  indicated, 
whenever  a  patient  complains  of  pain  in 
any  part  of  the  region  of  the  thorax. ’* 
And  in  another  place,  he  cautions  us  to 
judge  of  its  propriety,  “  not  from  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  blood  alone,  for  this  will  of¬ 
ten  continue  fizy,  till  more  be  taken  away 
than  is  compatible  with  the  patients  fitua- 


tion  in  other  refpcfls  “  for  if  we  lei  fen 
the  vires  vitae,”  lays  he,  “  by  inanition  too 
much,  a  difeafe  then  takes  place,  which,  pro¬ 
bably,  will  encrcafe  our  difficulty  ;  i.  e.  de¬ 
bility  of  the  folids,  and  the  confequent  viti¬ 
ation  of  the  fluids  ;  the  pulfe,  the  heat,  the 
cough,  refpiration,  ftrength,  and  age,  of  the 
patient,  fliould  all  be  taken  into  conlidcra- 


#  Lettfom's  Edit,  of  Dr.  Fothergill’s  works.  8vo.  V.  i, 
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tion.”  “  Many  perfons,”  he  adds,  “  live 
free  from  complains  with  fizy  blood.  The 
condition,  therefore  of  the  blood  fingly, 
ought  not  to  determine  us  ;  we  fhould  ex¬ 
amine  all  the  evidence*. 5 

The  recovery  from  the  difeafe  we  always 
found  flow,  in  fuch  as  buffered  mofl  from  it ; 
fo  great  was  the  debility,  that  it  was  weeks 
before  the  patients  ftrength  was  perfectly  re¬ 
covered,  though  in  others  the  difeafe  was 
flight,  and  left  little  marks  of  debility  behind 
it.  This  is  (fill  a  farther  proof,  that  in  gene¬ 
ral  there  was  little  of  the  phlogiff ic  diathefis 
in  the  fyftem.  We  never  obferve  fuch  great 
debility  after  pleurify,  or  peripneumony, 
except  where  phlebotomy  has  been  injudici- 
oufly  profecuted  ;  in  fuch  cafes,  indeed,  the 
patient  will  not  only  be  weak  long  after,  but 
obnoxious  to  ferous  effufions.  The  defec¬ 
tions  of  induflrious  praftitioners  {hew,  that 
thefe  often  follow  inflammatory  difeafes, 
where  the  lancet  has  been  improperly  ufed. 
“  It  is  an  undoubted  fa£L”  fays  a  modern 
author,  fpeaking  of  V.  S.  “  that  repeated 


*  Fothergill,  vol.ii.  p.  136. 
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bleeding  without  neceffity  has  greatly  in* 
jured  many  conflitutions.  'Idle  catarrh  may 
frequently  attack  delicate,  relaxed  habits* 
which  are  rendered  highly  irritable,  from  ex¬ 
cels  of  heat,  and  unhappily  obnoxious  to  the 
difeafe,  from  expofure  to  cold.  In  thefe,  as 
well  as  in  more  robufl  conflitutions,  the  ca¬ 
tarrh  is  often  perfeftly  pure,  unaccompanied 
with  peripneumonic  affe&ions,  or  fuch  other 
fymptoms  as  indicate  bleeding  */’ 

Befides,  I  am  apt  to  think,  our  conflitu- 
tions  confiderably  changed  within  this  laft 
century  in  Great  Britain.  Luxury,  and  its 
enervating  effefls,  render  the  difeafes  of  this 
illand  lefs  inflammatory,  than  perhaps  they 
formerly  were.  Difeafes  that  in  their  nature 
were  always,  and  even  now  are  allowed  to  be 
phlogiflic,  have  appeared  within  the  fpacc 
of  thefe  laft  thirty  years,  accompanied  with  a 
confiderable  degree  of  putridity,  viz.  the 
meafles.  We  ufe  lefs  of  the  robufler  exercifes 
than  formerly.  Carriages  are  more  frequent, 
delicacy  greater ;  nay,  many  of  our  occu¬ 
pations,  introduced  by  philofophy  within 


*  Vide  Abufe  of  Medicine,  p.  60. 
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the  laft  century,  are  of  a  fedentary  kind. 
Our  amufements  are  of  a  lefs  aftive  nature  ; 
our  articles  of  diet  are  in  like  manner 
changed,  and  infufions  of  tea,  a  debilitating 
liquor,  injurious  to  the  nervous  fyflem,  is  in 
fuch  common  ufe,  that  even  paupers  feed  on 
it.  Many  among  the  poor  drink  it  three 
times  a  day,  making  it  their  chief  fubfiflence, 
among  whom,  both  from  its  quantity,  and 
bad  quality,  it  is  produftive  of  injury.  We 
may  add,  the  immoderate  ufe  of  fpirituous 
liquors  ;  and  of  thefe  much  is  to  be  attributed 
to  gin.  Many  among  the  lower  rank  are  fo 
habituated  to  it,  that  both  health  and  fub- 
ftance  buffer  ;  hence  often  proceed  jaundice, 
fchirri,  and  various  difeafes  formed  by  ob- 
ftruflions  in  the  nobler  vifeera.  All  thefe 
concur  to  ftrengthen  an  opinion,  I  have  for 
fome  time  entertained,  that  our  difeafes  par¬ 
take  much  more  of  debility,  than  of  genuine 
inflammation,  and  that  the  fyflem  cannot 
bear  the  fame  evacuations  as  formerly  were 
in  ufe;  even  in  difeafes  univerfally  allowed  to 
be  of  the  phlogiftic  type. 

‘  .  '  \  ,  , 
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To  conclude,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the 
fever  which  accompanied  this  catarrhal  af- 
fettion,  (hewed,  in  mod  places,  more  marks 
of  afthenia,  than  of  phlogofis  ;  that  V.  S.  has 
been  oftener  ufed  in  it  than  writh  permanent 
relief;  and  that  fhould  wTe  again  be  vifited 
writh  it,  under  the  fame  circumflances  and 

t 

train  of  fymptoms,  we  (hould  profit  by  our 
late  experience,  and  ufe  the  lancet  with 
caution,  never  letting  dip  from  our  minds 
the  nature  of  the  contagion,  which  certainly 
appears  from  its  edefls  to  be  of  a  debilitating 
nature  ;  and  fince,  to  ufe  the  wrords  of  a 
certain  author,  “  if  V.  S.  be  powerful  in 
preferving  life,  it  is  alfo  powerful  in  deltroy- 
ing  it*.'5  Thus,  far  of  bleeding  in  the  influ¬ 
enza. 

The  natural  crifis  of  this  complaint  ap* 
pears  to  be  by  the  (kin.  Diaphoretics,  there¬ 
fore,  and  diluents  conditute  the  chief  part 
of  the  cure.  Emetics,  or  rather  naufeating 
doles  of  antimonials,  when  early  ufed,  feemed 
very  ferviceable  they  are  diaphoretic  ;  they 


*  Abufc  of  Medicine* 
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alfo  prove  expe&orant  when  given  in  full 
dofes  ;  and  in  this  (enfe  they  have  been  ufe- 
ful  in  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe.  They 
generally  prove  laxative,  cleanfmg  the  pri- 
mae  viae  ;  nay,  they  become  hypnotic,  for 
generally  fpeaking,  the  deep  of  the  fucceed- 
ing  n^ght  is  founder,  efpecially  when  they 
have  been  exhibited  in  the  evening.  They 
open  obftru&ions  in  veffels,  whereby  the  dif¬ 
ferent  fecretions  are  more  equally  performed; 
and  thus  by  one  fimple  medicine,  we  have 
oftentimes  various  purpofes  anfwered.  A 
happy  choice  of  a  fimple,  the  dofe,  and  time 
of  exhibition  maturely  weighed,  will,  for  the 
mod  part,  anfwer  better  than  a  multiplicity 
of  medicines  jumbled  in  a  prefcription,  and 
fave  the  patient,  not  only  from  much  un- 
eafmefs,  which  would  be  created  by  loading 
the  ftomach  improperly  with  medicines  it 
abhors,  but  from  unneceffary  expenditure 
of  his  money.  A  confcientious  phyficiait 
will  alio  have  this  in  view. 


Confiderable  advantage  has  likewife  been 

o 

obtained  from  the  prudent  ufe  of  opiates  ; 
where  the  cough  was  fevere,  as  was  modly 

H  h  2  the 
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the  cafe,  they  alfo  determine  to  the  fur  face* 
Though  their  chief  ufe  Teems  to  confifl  in  the 
refpite  thay  give  to  the  cough,  the  removal 
ofirritation,  and  thus  allowing  time  to  the 
mucous  membrane  to  recover  its  tone  ;  by 
this  means  the  difeharge  decreafes,  and  the 
habit  in  the  mucous  glands  to  a  vitiated  fe* 
cretron  is  thereby  checked. 

9 

Nitre  has  been  celebrated  for  relieving 
the  cough,  and  I,  with  others,  have  fome- 
times  had  recourfe  to  it.  I  would  however 
be  cautious  in  its  frequent  exhibition,  as  it 
fometimes  renders  worfe  the  very  fymptom 
for  the  relief  of  which  it  had  been  adminif- 
tered.  Others  have  made  the  fame  obfer- 
vation.  “  I  have  known,”  fays  Fothergill, 
“  in  common  dofes  of  nitre,  the  faline 
draughts,  and  other  cooling  (alts,  encreafe  a 
cough  by  irritation 

I  found  a  generous  diet,  where  it  was  in 
the  patient’s  power  to  procure  it,  highly  con¬ 
ducive  to  a  more  fpeedy  recovery  ;  and  even 


*  Vol.  ii.  p.  133. 
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in  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  many  bore  a  more 
liberal  ufe  of  wine,  than  is  generally  given 
in  catarrhal  affections  from  cold  alone. 

After  what  has  been  faid,  I  need  fcarcely 
difluade  from  the  warmer  fudorifics,  or  the 
Itronger  purges.  Thefe  were  always  found 
as  prejudicial,  as  diaphoretics  and  laxatives 
were  ufeful. 

# 

% 

A  cautious  difcrimination  between  it,  and 
other  difeafes  appearing  fporadically  at  the 
fame  time,  fhould  moft  certainly  be  kept  in 
view ;  for  where  it  proves  thus  compounded, 
the  methed  of  cure  muff  alfo  vary  ;  and 
more  or  lefs  of  the  inflammatory  diathefis 
prevailing,  may  lead  to  miftakes  with  refpett 
to  the  genuine  nature  of  the  difeafe.  Not 
only  the  weather,  fituation,  and  conffitution, 
but  ihtercurrent  difeafes  all  unite  to  vary  the 
appearance  of  theepedemic  ;  to  all  of  which 
the  cautious  and  prudent  practitioner  ought 
ftriftly  to  attend. 

Pediluvium  determines  alfo  to  the  furface, 
encourages  a  larger  (hare  of  the  blood  from 
the  head  and  fuperior  parts,  to  the  lower  ;  is 

H  h  3  generally. 
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generally  followed  by  deep,  relieves  delirium, 
moderates  the  cough,  and  removes  ficknefs 
at  the  floinach,  from  the  great  fympathy  be¬ 
tween  this  organ,  and  all  parts  of  the  body  ; 
but  efpecially  with  the  furface.  Hence  I 
frequently  ordered  it,  and  with  advantage ; 
but  at  firfl  I  was  timid,  confidering  the  di- 
feafe  of  a  more  inflammatory  nature,  than  a 
little  praftice  taught  me  it  was,  and  there¬ 
fore,  never  differed  the  patient  to  fit  in  the 
water  above  a  few  minutes  ;  but  from  its  in¬ 
ducing  a  quiet  night’s  red,  and  was  often 
followed  by  a  gentle  diaphorefis,  when  addled 
with  a  few  drops  of  antimonial  wine,  I  con¬ 
tinued  it  in  many  cafes  to  near  half  an  hour, 
taking  care  not  to  keep  the  tvatcr  at  fo  high 
a  degree  of  heat,  as  to  create  too  much  11  i- 
mulus,  and  produce  an  increafed  aflion  in 
the  arterious  fyflem.  This  is  another  reme¬ 
dy,  powerful  in  producing  different,*  and 
even  oppofite  effefts,  according  to  the  mode 
of  its  application,  as  is  well  known  to  prac¬ 
titioners, 

I  fay  nothing  of  bliflers,  as  I  had  feldom 
occafion  to  ufe  them  in  my  practice.  Others* 

I  find 
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I  find,  often  tried  them  with  good  effefts. 
Where  vertigo  or  delirium  occur,  or  where 
the  breathing  is  difficult,  they  will  doubtlefs 
have  their  utility,  as  alfo  where  langour  pre¬ 
vails.  They  may  raife  the  pulfe  where  it  is 
thought  too  low,  by  roufmg  the  vis  vitalis  to 
greater  aftion,  or  they  may  remove  topical 
congeftion.  Though  a  blifler  may  draw  off 
but  a  fmall  quantity  of  ferum,  yet  much  re¬ 
lief  may  be  derived  from  it  to  the  turgid  vef- 
fels.  This  will  readily  be  granted,  when  we 
confider,  how  large  a  portion  of  the  finer 
veffels,  fo  fmall  a  quantity  as  even  half  an 
ounce  will  fill  ;  and  how  great  an  alteration 
will  take  place  from  thence  in  the  balance 
of  the  fyflem,  by  an  over  proportion  to  this 
amount  in  a  given  fpace  ;  but  whether  their 
chief  ufe  was  as  evacuants,  or  antifpamodics, 
it  is  affirmed,  they  were  followed  by  happy 
effefts  in  this  epidemic. 

Praftitioners  in  various  parts  found  the 
bark  ufeful.  I  doubt  not  but  it  was  where 
the  difeafe  put  on  more  of  the  appearance  of 
an  intermittent,  or  remittent,  and  where  it 

was  accompanied  with  fymptoms  of  putref- 

cency, 
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cency,  which  feveral  affirmed  it  to  be.  In 

4 

low  fituations,  luch  as  the  fenny  parts  of 
Cambridgefhire  and  Lincolnfhire,  where  fe¬ 
vers  from  rnarfh  effluvia  are  endemic,  the 
bark,  and  antifeptics,  and  tonics,  muff  be 
more  requifite  than  in  drier  fituations ;  but 
I  forbear  offering  any  farther  remarks  on  the 
method  of  cure,  for  the  fame  rcafon  I  omitted 
mentioning  the  other  concomitant  fymp- 
toms, 

Although  the  difeafe  confidered  (imply  in 
itfelf,  may  be  looked  upon  as  of  little  con- 
fequence,  fince  it  was  often  mild,  and  feldom 
fatal,  if  not  improperly  treated,  either  by 
bleeding,  or  by  the  ufe  of  too  heating  and 
irritating  medicines,  or  by  entire  neglect, 
yet  its  caufes,  progrefs,  and  mode  of  attack 
may  not  be  deemed  altogether  unworthy  the 
attention  of  the  medical  philofopher  ;  and  to 
afford  fome  hints  in  furthering  this  enquiry, 
was  my  principle  rcafon  for  collecting  the 
foregoing.  -  •  '•*  •*  1  } 

I  ought  however  to  apologize  for  my  pro¬ 
lixity  on  a  (object  where  fo  much  has  already 

been 
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been  faid ;  but  as  I  had  early  committed  to 
paper  a  few  thoughts  on  it,  and  laid  them 
before  the  public*,  I  judged  it  expedient  to 
continue  my  refearches,  that  I  might  be  the 
better  enabled  to  fupply  things  omitted  in  my 
former  publication  t. 


ARTICLE  XXXVIII. 

Obfervations  on  Cancers ,  by  Henry  Fear  on. 
Surgeon  to  the  Surrey  Difpenfary ,  and  F.  M.  S. 

Read  September  22,  1788. 

IN  a  paper  of  this  kind,  it  is  naturally  ex¬ 
pended,  that  fomething  fhoulcj  be  laid 
concerning  the  caufe,  origin,  and  nature  of 
the  difeafe.  Were  I  capable  of  throwing 
any  light  on  this  fubjeft,  it  would  give  me 
inexpreflible  pleafure  to  gratify  this  Society 
with  a  full  and  minute  account.  Rut  I  feel 


*  Vide  Short  Acccount  of  Influenza,  by  R.  Hamilton, 
1782. 

t  For  want  of  room  in  this  Volume,  the  fccond  Me- 
jnoir  on  the  Influenza  is  pohponcd. 

mylelf 
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myfelf  incompetent  to  fuch  an  undertaking. 
Were  I  even  to  enter  into  die  theoretical 
ideas  of'dillercnt  authors,  I  fear  I  {hould  take 
up  the  time  of  the  Society,  without  afford¬ 
ing  inftru£lion.  And  to  recapitulate  here 
what  I  have  publifhed  on  this  fubjeft,  would 
be  very  unneceffary,  as  I  have  there  candid¬ 
ly  acknowledged  myfelf  only  converfant  in 
the  operative  treatment  of  the  difeafe,  the 
nature  and  fuccefsful  medical  treatment  of 
which,  every  modeft  practitioner  in  phyfic 
will  readily  acknowledge  himfelf  unac¬ 
quainted  with.  If,  therefore,  I  venture  to 
hazard  the  opinion  I  have  for  foine  time 
been  inclined  to  entertain  of  inflammation 
being  the  caufe  of  cancer,  or,  in  other  words, 
that  it  is  always  conneftcd  with  the  difeafe, 
in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  it  is  more  with  a 
defign  to  excite  the  opinions  of  other  prac¬ 
titioners,  than  from  the  vain  attempt  to  elu¬ 
cidate  perfe&ly  a  complaint  hitherto  en¬ 
veloped  in  obfeurity.  For  from  obflruCtions, 
external  injury,  &c.  inflammation  in  foine 
degree  enfues,and  I  am  inclined  to  think, that 
were  we  to  treat  cancerous  complaints,  at  an 
early  period,  as  proceeding  from  inflamma¬ 
tion, 
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tion,  without  entering  into  whimfical  or  al> 
flrule  reveries  concerning  the  remote,  latent, 
or  predifponent  caufe  of  cancer,  we  would 
be  much  more  fuccefsful  in  praftice.  To 
this  opinion  and  praftice,  I  was  led  by  the 
incident  I  have  mentioned  in  the  firfl  of  the 
following  cafes  ;  and  judging  that  from  the 
ceffation  of  the  menftrual  evacuation,  there 
would  for  fome  time  after  be  a  greater  quan¬ 
tity  of  blood  in  the  conftitution  than  it  had 
been  accuflomed  to  bear,  I  thought  advan¬ 
tage  would  be  derived  from  fubllituting  an 
artificial  evacuation  inflead  of  that  which  had 
ceafed. 

On  this  head  I  decline  entering  into  the 
doftrine  of  plethora,  being  folicitous  only  to 
throw  even  the  imalleft  ray  of  light  on  the 
practical  part,  leaving  the  theoretical  to  thofe 
•  of  fuperior  abilities,  to  whofe  department  it 
more  properly  belongs  * ;  and  the  more  I  re- 

fledh 

*  That  inflammation  is  either  the  proximate  caufe  of' 
cancer,  or  always  attends  it,  I  am  ftrongly  inclined  to  be¬ 
lieve.  But  whether  this  inflammation  refults  from  ple¬ 
thora,  from  obftruflion,  from  the  flrucfure  or  the  part,  or 
from  fome  particular  excitement  therein,  I  do  not  prefume 

to 


476  M  E  M  0  I  R  S  of  the 

flc6i  on  all  the  praflice  I  have  fecn,  the  more 
it  tends  to  confirm  me  in  this  opinion  :  tor 
in  all  cafes  where  1  have  feen  folanum,  mer¬ 
cury,  martial  flowers,  or  arfenic  given,  they 
did  harm  ;  and  if  from  cicuta  or  opium  any 
advantages  appeared  to  enfue,  they  were  but 
of  fhort  duration. 

The  cure  is  very  fimple,  and  confifls  in 
bleeding,  either  topical  or  general,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  feat  of  the  complaint  or  part  af¬ 
fected. 


In  the  beginning  of  feirrhous  affeftions  of 
the  bread  and  ted  is,  the  mode  I  have  adopted 
of  taking  away  blood,  is  by  leeches  repeat¬ 
edly  applied  to  the  parts.  In  this  courfe, 
however,  I  have  often  been  interrupted  by 
the  topical  inflammation,  produced  by  thefe 
animals,  around  the  parts  where  they  faf len¬ 


to  determine.  If  it  ran  he  made  appear,  that  bleeding  has 
removed  a  cancerous  difeafe,  I  lhall  content  mvfelf  with 
the  importance  of  the  fa£t,  leaving  the  folution  to  phyfio- 
logifls.  And  the  more  I  reflect  on  all  the  practice  I  have 
feen,  the  more  it  tends  to  confirm  me  in  the  opinion,  that 
it  has  produced,  and  is  capable  of  producing  under  certain 
circum fiances,  this  very  defirable  efFeft. 

c<f 
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ed.  In  delicate  female  habits,  I  have  often 
loll  a  week  before  I  could  proceed  to  the  re¬ 
application  of  them.  When  the  fymptoms 
lead  me  to  fufpefl  the  ftomach,  uterus,  or 
any  of  the  vifcera,  to  be  fo  affe&ed,  that  the 
complaint  either  is,  or  moll  probably  foon 
will  become  cancerous,  1  then  have  recourfe 
to  general  bleedings.  But  whether  topical 
or  general,  perfeverance  for  a  fufficient 
length  of  time  is  necelfary.  Though  the 
pulfe  never  indicated  fuch  practice,  yet  the 
patients  have  not  fulfered  by  repeated  bleed¬ 
ings  ;  on  the  contrary,  when  they  palled  a 
certain  time  of  lofing  blood,  they  felt  a  return 
of  their  fymptoms,  and  of  their  own  accord 
defired  to  be  bled  again.  To  this  plan  or 
practice  of  repeated  bleedings,  I  joined  a 
milk  and  vegetable  diet,  avoiding  wine,  fpi- 
rits,  and  fermented  liquors,  an  open  belly, 
and  faturnine  applications  ;  I  will  give  fome 
cafes  by  way  of  llluPcrating  the  praftice  more 
to  the  readers  fatisfaftion. 

A  poor  woman  about  fifty  years  of  age, 
was  admitted  a  patient  at  the  Surrey  Difpen- 
farv  ;  Ihe  laid  Ihe  had  long  been  in  a  bad 

Hate 
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Hate  of  health,  the  caufe  of  which  fhe  could 
not  attribute  to  any  irregularity  in  living. 
She  was  of  a  delicate  habit  ol  body,  and  not 
accuftomed  to  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors. 
She  fufpefted  that  her  complaints  originated 
from  her  having  been  expofed  for  fome  time 
to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  in  1785,  in 
in  an  open  yard,  as  fhe  found  herfelf  gene¬ 
rally  indifpofed  at  that  time,  and  went  to 
bed,  having  taken  fomething  warm,  with  the 
view  of  promoting  the  ufual  difeharge  (of 
which  fhe  had  not  any  appearance  for  fix 
weeks),  and  alfo  to  relieve  a  ficknefs  and 
pain  at  her  ftomach  and  back,  fymptoms 
which  fhe  fuppofed  to  have  arifen  from  the 
obftru&ion  of  her  menfes.  But  in  this  flat¬ 
tering  hope  fhe  was  much  difappointed,  as 
they  never  after  appeared,  and  her  pains  con¬ 
tinued  gradually  to  encreafe  (and  to  ufe  her 
own  words,  extend  all  over  her  bowels,  par¬ 
ticularly  after  eating,  Thefe  fymptoms  con¬ 
tinued  without  any  intermiffion  (except  of  a 
few  days  at  times)  for  fixteen  months,  during 
which  time  fhe  had  repeatedly  applied  to 
feveral  regular  as  well  as  itinerant  prac¬ 
titioners,  without  meeting  with  the  leafl  re- 
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lief.  Vomits,  bliders,  purgatives,  and  every 
other  remedy  that  had  been  tried,  only  en- 
creafed  her  complaints. 

In  the  fummer  1786,  I  fil'd  faw  her  at  her 
lodgings  in  the  Mint,  with  her  head  and 
fhoulders  raifed,  refpiration  being  difficult ; 
{he  was  moll;  amazingly  reduced  in  flefh;  her 
urine  was  {mail  in  quantity,  and  high  colour¬ 
ed  ;  fhe  complained  of  third,  was  codive, 
her  pulfe  fmall  and  frequent.  Her  com¬ 
plexion  was  of  a  cancerous  hue  ;  die  com¬ 
plained  of  cold  fits,  attended  with  diiverings, 
and  of  a  fwelling  on  the  right  fide  of  her 
belly,  on  examination  of  which  I  found  the 
abdomen  was  considerably  didended  by  the 
difeafe,  which  I  didinftly  felt  confiderably 
indurated.  As  . I  have  already  obferved,  die 
was  very  much  emaciated  ;  her  appetite  had 
been  on  the  decline  for  fome  time  before  I 
faw  her;  no  folids  would  lie  on  her  domach, 
as  a  vomiting  enfued  foon  after  eating,  at¬ 
tended  with  a  difcharge  of  blood,  and  very 
acrid  offenfive  matter.  Purgatives  had  the 
fame  unhappy  effeH,  fo  that  her  body  was 
necedarily  kept  open  by  clyders  only;  and 

die 
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flie  was  nourifhed  by  liquids.  All  thefa 
fymptoms  encreafed  for  fome  time  after  I  faw 
her,  when  death  eafed  her  of  the  load  of  life, 
and  freed  her  from  fuflerings  that  exceed  all 
defeription. 

Leave  being  obtained  to  open  the  body, 
the  ftomaeh  was  found  to  be  the  part  difeafed, 
the  great  extremity  was  of  a  natural  appear¬ 
ance  ;  but  contained  a  great  quantity  of  a 
chocolate  coloured  fluid,  fo  extremely  of- 
fenlive,  that  the  fmcll  of  it  produced  im¬ 
mediate  ficknefs,  even  to  thole  accuflomed 
to  every  kind  of  diffeflion.  The  middle  of 
the  ftomaeh,  final  1  extremity,  and  pylorus, 
formed  a  compound  mafs,  which  was  clofely 
united  to  all  the  neighbouring  parts.  On  the 
middle  and  fore  part  of  the  ftomaeh,  there 
was  an  ulcer  of  about  the  fize  of  half  a 
crown,  with  uneven  ragged  edges,  through 
which  fome  of  the  fluid  was  difeharged  into 

the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  The  duodenum, 
✓ 

du6ts,  and  gall  bladder,  all  adhered  ftrongly 
to  the  liver,  and  formed  a  mafs  of  great  fize. 
On  being  laid  open,  it  difeovered  an  ex  ten  - 
five  cavity,  with  large  cancerous  knobs  ap¬ 
pearing 
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pearing  on  its  furface.  But  whether  this 
was  the  original  cavity  of  the  fmall  extremity 
of  the  ftomach,  or  of  that  part  of  the  duo¬ 
denum,  running  in  its  neighbourhood,  or  of 
the  general  adhering  mafs  deflroyed  by  in¬ 
ternal  ulceration,  is  difficult  to  fay. 


Remarks. 

* 

The  narrative  of  a  cafe  which  is  beyond 
the  reach  of  our  art,  is  not  a  pleafing  under¬ 
taking.  A  cancer  of  the  ftomach  is  one  of 
thofe  melancholy  cafes,  which  is  beyond  the 
{kill  of  the  moll  eminent  of  our  profeflion  ; 
yet,  as  it  is  the  duty  of  practitioners  to  avail 
themfelves  of  every  opportunity  of  deter¬ 
mining  the  precife  nature  of  diforders  by 
difleCtion,  and  of  communicating  them  to 
the  public,  this  cafe,  and  four  other  cancer¬ 
ous  affections  of  the  ftomach,  in  my  collec- 
tion  of  difeafes,  any  gentleman  of  the  So¬ 
ciety,  who  will  do  me  the  honour  of  calling 
at  my  houfe,  may  examine  ;  they  are  much 
more  extenfive  than  any  I  have  met  with  in 
any  other  collection,  or  read  of,  either  in 
Morgagni,  Bonetus,  or  any  other.  Thefe 
Voh  IL  I  Jr*  cafes 
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cafes,  therefore,  may  not  be  unacceptable  to 
the  Society,  efpecially  as  I  flatter  myfelf  I 
have  by  accident  been  able  to  throw  fome 
light  on  the  nature,  treatment,  and  preven¬ 
tion  of  this  loathfome  difeafe  ;  which  I  (hall 
give  in  a  brief  ftatement,  juft  as  the  fa£ts  oc¬ 
curred. 

Another  reafon,  I  might  add,  that  three 
ladies  who  had  apparently  incipient  can¬ 
cerous  affections  of  the  ftoinach,  who  have 
by  this  means  been  cured,  have  requefted 
that  the  fymptoms  and  treatment  might  be 
made  public. 


CASE  II. 

% 

In  the  year  1784,  a  lady  in  Clifford-ftreet, 
confulted  me  about  a  lump  (lie  had  juft  dif- 
covered  in  her  right  bread  ;  the  firft  fymp¬ 
toms  (he  (aid  was  a  firetching  fulnefs  in  the 
part,  attended  with  an  oppreftion  at  the  fto- 
mach.  As  thele  complaints  were  but  (light, 
and  exactly  fimilar  to  thofe  flic  had  been  ac- 

cuftomed 
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cu domed  to,  preceding  the  appearance  of  her 
rnenles,  or  what  ufually  fucceeded  concep¬ 
tion,  (lie  did  not  think  it  neceffary  to  take 
an  opinion  of  her  cafe  for  a  fortnight  after¬ 
wards,  when  an  increafed  hardnefs  attended, 
with  a  darting  pricking  pain,  particularly 
after  being  handled,  very  juftly  alarmed  her. 
She  was  forty-nine  years  of  age,  and  had  no 
appearance  of  the  catamenia  for  fix  weeks 
before  fhe  had  perceived  the  lump,  which 
was  clearly  a  feirrhus  forming  that  mu  ft 
in  a  little  time  require  an  operation.  Be¬ 
tween  the  feventh  and  eighth  week  from  the 
former  appearance,  (he  had  a  plentiful 
flow  of  the  catamenia,  which  lafted  longer 
than  ufual,  during  which  time  the  lump  fub- 
fided,  and  the  pain  went  off  entirely.  We 
were  agreeably  lurprifed,  and  attributed  the 
cure  to  the  return  of  the  menfes  ;  and  we 
agreed,  when  thefe  ceafed  entirely,  if  hef 
complaints  returned  afterwards,  to  fubftitute 
bleeding,  to  the  amount  of  three  or  four 
ounces,  every  fix  weeks  or  two  months,  to 
keep  her  body  open,  and  make  her  live  ab- 
ftemioufly,  by  which  (he  has  remained  free 
from  a  relapfe  thefe  three  years. 

I  i  2  ' 


I  have 
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I  have  met  with  a  great  many  cafes  finer, 
at  the  cedation  of  the  menfes,  fimilar  to  that 
mentioned,  which  I  have  treated  with  the 
fame  (uccefs. 


C  A  S  E  III. 

Elizabeth  Robinson,  being  admitted 
a  patient  at  the  Surrey  Difpenfary,  in  April 
178  ],  faid  (lie  kept  a  coal-fhed  in  Bermond- 
fey-dreet ;  and  that  file  had  for  fix  months 
been  afflicted  with  a  1  welling  and  pain  in  her 
bread  ;  that  (lie  heard  it  was  cancerous,  and 
deiired  my  abidance.  The  tumor  was  in- 
compreffibly  hard  to  the  touch,  and  gave  her 
very  acute  pain,  after  being  handled  ;  the 
nipple  was  contracted,  and  the  veins  of  the 
I  kin  varicous  ;  the  lancenating  and  darting 
pains  encreafed  with  the  difeafe.  Being 
perfectly  latisfied  that  it  was  a  true  feirrhus, 
I  put  her  under  a  courfe  of  cicuta  in  as  large 
quantities  as  die  could  podibly  bear,  guard¬ 
ing  againft  its  narcotic  effects,  and  applying 

the 
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the  Aq.  Veg.  Min .  externally.  By  thefe  means 
and  a  proper  regimen  being  obferved,  (he 
thought  herfelf  relieved  for  a  time  ;  but  at 
the  end  of  eight  weeks,  not  receiving  a  cure, 
flie  became  tired  of  my  prefcriptions,  gave  up 
her  letter  of  recommendation  uriknown  to 
me,  and  I  heard  no  more  of  her  for  two 
months,  when  fhe  returned  and  gave  me  the 
following  account ;  viz.  She  had  been  in¬ 
formed,  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  Wefhnim 
her  Infirmary  were  famous  for  the  cure  of 
cancerous  complaints,  that  fhe  had  been  two 
months  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Juftamond, 
without  experiencing  much  relief,  and  there¬ 
fore  was  returned  to  fubmit  to  whatever  I 
thought  proper.  I  immediately  took  her 
under  my  care,  put  her  upon  a  milk  and  ve¬ 
getable  diet,  and  ordered  four  leeches  to  be 
applied  every  fecond  day.  This  plan  (bon 
produced  a  diminution  of  the  fize  of  the  ai- 
feafe,  pain,  and  all  its  concomitant  fyrrip- 
toms  ;  and  in  nine  weeks  (he  returned  thanks 
to  Mr.  Johnfon,  the  Governor  who  recom¬ 
mended  her,  being  perfectly  cured.  From 
the  lofs  of  blood  fhe  became  very  thin  and 
pale,  infomuch  that  her  acquaintance  appre¬ 
hended 
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hended  {lie  was  become  confumptive,  and 
advifed  her  not  to  lofe  any  more  blood.  But 
the  uncommon  benefit  (he  experienced,  in¬ 
duced  her  to  perfevere,  and  (he  foon  reco¬ 
vered  her  health  and  vigor,  which  (lie  lias 
enjoyed  without  the  lead  interruption  ever 
fince. 

In  a  converfation  with  Mr.  Juflamond 
upon  this  cafe,  lie  candidly  acknowledged  he 
had  given  the  martial  flowers  and  corrofive 
fublimate,  without  the  wifhed-for  fuccefs. 


CASE  IV. 

I  was  eon ful ted  by  Mr. - ,  aged  fifty- 

one,  for  a  feirrhous  of  the  teflicle,  which 
had  been  two  years  forming,  during  which 
time,  the  fize,  weight  and  pain,  had  confider- 
ably  cncrealcd.  The  fpermatic  chord  was  a 
little  thickened,  and  the  tefticle  hard  and 
eonfiderably  enlarged.  The  darting  pains 
were  fu  frequent  at  times  as  to  deprive  him 

of 
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of  his  natural  reft.  The  cafe  having  been 

o 

fufpe&ed  to  be  venereal,  he  had  been  put 
under  a  well-condu&ed  courfe  of  mercury 
for  five  weeks,  which  only  encreafed  his 
complaints.  Being  an  inhabitant  of  Col- 
chefter,  fea-bathing  was  fully  and  fairly  tried 
without  the  leaft  good  efteft,  on  the  fup- 
pofition  that  his  difeafe  was  fcrophulous. 

On  his  application  to  me,  I  did  not 
entertain  a  doubt  concerning  the  nature 
of  his  complaint,  and  therefore  ordered 
ten  ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm,  and 
leeches  to  be  applied  to  the  part  at  leaft 
thrice  a  week.  To  this  I  joined  an  ab- 
ftemious  regimen,  and  kept  his  body  open. 
This  plan  was  continued  only  ten  weeks 
(during  which  time  he  was  occafionally  feen 
by  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Beal,  an  India  fur- 
geon,  and  Mr.  Day  of  Colchefler)  when  lie 
was  perfeftly  cured. 


CASE 
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CASE  V. 

A  very  delicate  female,  of  refpe&able 

family,  only  nineteen  years  of  age,  who  had 

not  been  married,  was  attacked  with  a  fick- 

nefs  at  her  ftomach,  attended  with  frequent 

vomitings,  and  pain  in  the  region  of  lier 

loins,  winch  was  encreafcd  on  bending  her 

body  forward.  She  alfo  complained  ol  great 

pain  about  the  uterus,  which  (lie  described 

to  be  conftant,  extending  down  her  thighs, 

with  a  frequent  propenfity  to  difeharge  her 

urine,  in  palling  which,  Ihe  fuffered  con- 

fiderable  pain;  it  alfo  hopped  fuddcnly,  the 

pain  continuing  for  fome  time  after.  She 

had  likewife  a  difeharge  of  mucus  from 

the  urethra,  accompanied  with  draining 

and  uneafinefs.  Her  pulfe  was  quick  and 

low  (about  ninety)  as  in  hefclic  *  fever ; 

her  tongue  white.  She  was  fometimes  cof- 
o 

tive,  and  at  other  tinies  lubjeH  to  a  di- 
arrhaea,  winch  continued  for  fome  days. 
Her  phyfician,  a  gentleman  of  the  very 
firlt  eminence  in  town,  preferibed  for  her, 
and  deli  red  (lie  might  be  examined  with 
the  found,  as  the  fvmptoms  gave  reafon 

to 
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to  fulpeft  there  was  a  done  in  the  bladder. 
I  accordingly  examined  her,  but  no  done 
was  lelt.  The  fymptoms  continuing  and 
encreafing  in  violence,  the  Doftor  prevailed 
on  the  lady  to  lubrnit  to  a  fecond  examina¬ 
tion,  which  die  complied  with,  but  dill  no 
done  could  be  found.  To  thefe  complaints 
were  added,  during  the  lad  four  months  of 
our  patient’s  life,  the  ufual  fymptoms  attend¬ 
ing  on  hectic  patients. 

I  obtained  leave  to  open  the  body,  and,  on 
examination,  found  the  vifeera  of  the  abdo¬ 
men  and  thorax  perfectly  free  from  the  lead 
appearance  of  difeale.  But  on  viewing  the 
peritoneum,  extending  over  the  uterus  and 
bladder,  I  difeovered  marks  of  inflamma¬ 
tion  ;  and,  on  further  examination,  found 
all  the  contents  of  the  pelvis  confiderably 
inflamed.  Having  laid  open  the  urethra 
and  bladder,  I  found  the  inflammation  ge¬ 
neral  and  uniform  throughout  both,  with* 
out  the  lead  appearance  of  a  done. 

i 

On  opening  the  uterus,  I  found  a  feirrhus 
of  the  cervix  uteri,  which  unravelled  the 

caufc 
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caufe  of  our  patient’s  death,  and  which 
had  produced  the  inflammatory  appearance 
throughout  the  contents  of  the  pelvis. 

I  have  thought  proper  to  record  this  cafe, 
as  a  very  important  one  ;  becaufe  it  proves, 
that  at  a  very  early  period  indeed,  this  difeafe 
may  prove  fatal.  We  (hould  therefore  be 
fo  far  on  our  guard,  to  expeft:  the  exigence 
of  this  difeafe  at  any  period  of  life,  when 
the  fymptoms  lead  us  to  form  fuch  opinion  ; 
which,  had  we  done  in  this  cafe,  we  might 
probably  have  faxed  our  patient,  by  adopt¬ 
ing  the  plan  I  have  juft  ventured  to  recom¬ 
mend.  Another  circumftance,  in  this  cafe, 
highly  deforcing  attention  is,  that  a  difeafe 
of  the  uterus,  may  produce  fymptoms,  very 
fimilar  to  thole  of  a  flone  in  the  bladder. 


Conclufion . 

To  thofe  very  important  fafts  of  bleeding, 
being  a  fpecific,  in  the  early  Rages  of  feir- 
rhous  complaints,  I  mult  alfo  add,  that  even 
in  apparently  reduced  and  (battered  conflitu- 
ttons,  when  the  dileale  has  been  of  long  con¬ 
tinuance. 
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tinuance,  attended  with  affeftions  of  the 
lungs,  fcirrhus  of  the  kidnies,  liver,  or  any 
of  the  vifcera  ;  and  laflly,  with  cholicky  pains 
in  the  bowels,  a  cadaverous  countenance, 
becoming  yellow,  wan,  and  fallow,  the  difeafe 
being  entirely  beyond  operation,  cicuta  and 
opium  failing  in  their  ufual  heavenly  effefts, 
fmall  bleedings  have  the  moft  happy,  the 
mod.  immediate,  and  the  moft  defirable  good 
effe&s,  in  mitigating  the  bufferings  of  the 
patient,  whofe  approaching  fate  we  are  un¬ 
able  to  prevent. 

\ 

To  thofe  cafes  many  more  might  be  ad¬ 
ded  ;  but  I  think  the  fatis  fufficient :  in 
confirmation  ot  which,  I  have  the  pleafure 
to  inform  the  Society,  that  any  member  who 
will  call  on  me,  may  have  occular  demon- 
llration  ot  three  cafes  I  have  at  prefent  un¬ 
der  my  care,  which  are  yielding  to  this 
method  of  cure. 
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Some  Account  of  the  Effebls  of  Lightning ,  by 
Mr.  J.  Parkinson,  of  Iloxton,  Surgeon , 

and  F.  M.  S. 

Read  February  4,  1787. 

ALTHOUGH  the  circumfiances  related 
in  the  following  paper,  may  not  merit 
attention,  either  from  their  novelty  or  curio- 
fity,  yet  it  is  hoped  they  will  not  be  thought 
entirely  ufelefs  and  uninterelting,  as,  perhaps* 
by  being  compared  with  other  accounts  of 
fimilar  accidents,  they  may  afford  1'ome  fmall 
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afliflance  in  tire  inveftigation  of  the  nature 
of  the  electric  fluid,  and  of  its  mode  of  act¬ 
ing  upon  the  animal  fyflem. 

During  a  violent  florin,  which  happened 
on  Tucfday,  July  17,  1787,  a  houfe  in  Crab¬ 
tree-Row,  near  Shoreditch  Church, was  much 
damaged  by  the  lightning;  two  men,  alfd, 
one  of  whom  was  within  the  houfe,  the 
other  palling  by,  were  flruck  by  it  at  the 
fame  time. 

My  attendance  being  requefted,  I  imme¬ 
diately  repaired  to  the  houfe,  which  I  had 
no  fooner  entered,  than  I  was  dilagreeably 
affected  by  a  flrong  fulphurous  fmell,  which, 
although  it  was,  according  to  the  accounts 
of  the  perfons  prefent,  confiderably  leflened, 
was  yet  extremely  pungent,  and  very  different 
from  that  peculiar  odour  produced  by  the 
electrical  machine,  even  when  batteries 
of  conliderable  magnitude  have  been  dif- 

1  m 

charged ;  the  linell,  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
more  rclembling  that  which  is  occaiioned 
by  the  burning  of  fulphur. 
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Mv  attention  was  fird  called  to  the  man 
who  was  palling  by  the  houfe  when  the 
lightning  ftruck  him ;  he  had  been  taken  up 
to  all  appearance  dead,  and  by  the  accounts 
oF  the  neighbours,  had  remained  in  that 
date  upwards  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour  ;  but, 
when  I  faw  him,  the  vital  organs  had  relumed 
their  funftions,  although  fo  very  imperfedily 
as  to  render  the  circumdance  of  their  having 
been  fufpended,  highly  credible  :  refpiration 
was  performed  with  much  difficulty  and  ir¬ 
regularity  ;  and  the  circulation  of  the  blood 
dill  carried  on  fo  partially  as  not  to  be  dis¬ 
coverable  at  all  by  the  pulfe  in  the  lower  ex¬ 
tremities  ;  nor,  without  extreme  attention, 
in  the  arteries  at  the  wrid,  although  the  pul¬ 
iation  of  the  carotids,  at  the  fame  time,  was 
not  perceptibly  different  from  that  which 
might  be  fuppofed  to  be  natural.  His  head 
was  bent  conliderably  backwards,  in  which 
date  it  remained  immoveable,  notwithdand- 
ing  his  endeavours,  and  thofe  of  his  attend¬ 
ants,  to  bring;  it  forward.  His  countenance 
was  flu  (lied  ;  and  his  eyes,  which  he  had  al- 
mod  lod  the  power  of  moving,  were  red, 
aiid,  in  conlequence  of  their  not  being  both 

directed 
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directed  to  the  lame  object,  appeared  wild 
and  Haring,  which  appearance  was  farthe  r 
inCreafed  by  the  eyelids  being  widely  opened, 
and  the  pupils  conliderably  dilated.  His 
hands  and  legs  refembled  thofe  of  a  corpfe, 
being  exceflively  cold,  and  of  a  dark  livid 
colour,  nearly  approaching  to  black.  A 
large  red  (freak  appeared  on  his  right  fide, 
and  feveral  lefTer  ones  on  his  legs,  the  (km 
tn  all  thofe  places  being  evidently  Icorched. 
He  complained  of  a  total  lofs  of  fenlc  and 
motion  in  the  lower  extremities,  and  of  much 
pain  in  the  head  and  chefl  ;  which  lall  was 
aggravated  by  a  frequent  cough,  by  which  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  blood  was  thrown 
up. 

The  fymptoms  appearing  to  me  to  point 
out  a  congellion  of  blood  in  the  head  and 
lungs,  fix  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from 
the  arm,  though  with  much  difficulty  ;  con- 
(lain  friction  of  the  arm  being  found  necef- 
fary  to  produce  the  difeharge  of  even  this 
quantity,  by  which,  however,  the  head  and 
died  were  much  relieved-  He  was  then 
put  to  bed,  between  the  blankets,  his  legs 

and 
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and  hands  being  wrapped  in  flannels,  wetted 
with  volatile  liniment,  and  a  draught  was 
given  him,  containing  18  grains  of  the  vola¬ 
tile  alkaline  fait,  which  was  wafhed  down 
with  half  a  pint  of  weak  brandy  and  water, 
as  hot  as  could  be  drank  :  an  univerfal  fweat 
loon  broke  out,  which  was  followed  by  an 
ealy  fleep,  from  which  he  awoke  lo  much 
relieved,  that,  when  I  faw  him,  two  hours 
after,  his  head  and  chefl  being  free  from  pain, 
the  fpitting  of  blood  (topped,  the  mufcles  at 
the  back  of  the  neck  relaxed,  and  the  ufe  of 
the  limbs  reftored,  I  had  him  removed  in  a 
coach  to  his  own  houfe  at  Lnnehoufe  *. 

The  other  man  was  in  a  (hop,  up  one  pair 
of  flairs,  and  near  the  window,  at  the  time 
of  the  accident.  He  laid  fenfelefs,  I  was  in¬ 
formed,  for  fome  minutes,  but,  when  I  faw 
him,  he  was  confiderably  recovered.  Like 
his  fellow  fufferer,  he  complained  of  pain  in 
his  head  and  cheft,  and  difficulty  of  breath¬ 
ing,  but  he  had  no  {'pitting  of  blood.  His 


*  I  have  fince  been  informed  by  him,  that  a  pain  came 
on  lo  violent  in  his  hands  and  legs,  as  to  confine  him  lor 
a  fortnight  afterwards. 

Vol.  II.  Tr  ’ 
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hands  had  the  fame  cadaverous  appearance 
which  was  obiervable  in  the  lower  extremi¬ 
ties  of  the  other  man  ;  and,  if  poffible,  in  a 
greater  degree,  as  the  fingers  towards  their 
ends  were  fhrivelled  and  black  ;  his  legs,  alfo, 
were  affeded  in  the  fame  manner,  but  in  a 
Icfs  degree.  A  red  break,  about  two  inches 
wide,  palled  down  his  right  fide,  from  which, 
on  each  fide,  feveral  ramifications  branched 
out,  exadly  representing,  in  figure,  thole 
vivid  corrulcations,  which  are  lo  frequently 
feen  to  fly  off,  from  any  little  pointed  ele¬ 
vation  on  the  furface  of  an  eledrifed  inf¬ 
lated  condudor.  A  limilar,  but  Idler  break, 
with  fimilar  branches,  appeared  on  his  right 
arm,  and  on  the  fore  part  of  each  leg  and 
thigh  ;  from  all  thefe  he  felt  confiderable 
burning  pain.  One  of  his  fleeve  buttons  was 
melted,  but  his  wrib  was  not  in  the  leafl 
burnt,  the  fkin  being  only  difcoloured, 
as  if  with  fmoke.  One  of  his  buckles 
was  alfo  melted  in  two  places,  in  the  part 
qearer  the  leg,  and  in  that  nearcb  the  toes, 
by  which  his  foot  was  rather  deeply  burnt. 
He  was  treated  in  every  refpeft  like  his  fel¬ 
low  fufferer,  and  with  the  fame  beneficial 

effeds. 
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efiefts*  By  the  next  day  he  was  entirely 
free  from  all  his  complaints,  except  the 
burning  pain  which  he  Hill  felt  where  the 
lightning  had  fo  beautifully  marked  him  ; 
this,  however,  was  loon  leffened  by  the  ule 
of  a  faturnine  lotion  ;  the  ftreaks  becoming, 
in  two  days  time,  of  a  brownifh  colour,  and, 
in  a  few  days  more,  no  other  veftige  remained 
than  the  roughnefs  of  the  cuticle,  which  was 
then  peeling  off. 

Upon  examining  the  houfe,  the  tiles  were 
found  to  have  been  broken  by  the  lightning 
in  feveral  places :  the  frame  of  a  fafh  window 
on  the  ground  floor,  was  fplit,  where  the 
hinges  were  fixed,  and  one  of  the  hinges 
was  driven,  at  its  upper  end,  nearly  half  an 
inch  into  the  wood  ;  whilft  the  lower  end 
was,  with  the  nails,  raifed  up  to  about  the 
fame  diftance,  the  iron  at  this  end  being 
evidently  melted.  The  glafs  was  broken, 
and  the  lead  of  the  fhop  windows,  up  one 
pair  of  flairs,  melted  in  fo  many  places,  as  to 
{hew  plainly,  that  the  lightning  had  taken  its 
courfe,  in  feven  or  eight  different  lines,  on 
the  outfide  of  the  houfe,  as  indeed  might 
*  K  k  2  have 
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have  been  expected,  from  the  houfe  having 
been  wetted  by  the  preceding  (bower 
Wherever  the  lightning  had  changed  its 
condu£hng  fubflance,  there  it  had  left  evi¬ 
dent  marks  of  its  power  ;  and  this  appeared 
to  be  in  proportion  to  the  difference  of  con¬ 
ducting  power  between  the  two  fubftances  ; 
thus,  by  its  paflage  from  the  bricks  to  the 
wood,  but  little  injury  was  done  ;  but  when 
it  reached  the  iron  hinges,  the  wood  was 
fplit  and  the  iron  melted  :  and  again,  where 
it  had  palled  from  the  frame  of  the  window 
to  the  lead,  the  lead  was  melted,  and  the 
glafs  broken,  and  covered  with  a  black  im¬ 
palpable  powder. 

One  circumftance  which  was  oblervable 
in  each  of  the  men,  merits  more  particular 
attention,  as  it  feems  to  mark  plainly  the 
mode  in  which  lightning  affetts  the  animal 
fyftenl  ;  the  circumftance  alluded  to,  is  the 


*  It  is  well  known,  that  if  the  electric  fpark  he  made  to 
pafs  over  a  non-conducting  fubltance,  the  furface  of  which 
is  thinly  covered  with  water,  the  dream  of  elcfdiic  fire 
will  be  fplit  into  feveral  Idler  ones,  which  will  pafs  on  to 
the  neared  conducting  fubdances. 
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clip  nge  of  colour  which  took  place  in  the 
extremities  :  thele,  when  I  firll  faw  them 
were,  as  I  have  already  laid,  nearly. black  ; 
but,  upon  fridtion  being  ufed  to  them,  they 
became  of  a  deadly  white,  which  hue  they 
preferved  as  long  as  the  friction  was  con¬ 
tinued  ;  but  upon  the  omiffion  of  that, 
the  former  colour  returned.  From  this  cir- 
cumftance  arofe  a  very  lingular  appearance 
on  the  legs  of  the  younger  of  the  men  ;  for, 
previous  to  fridtion  being  ufed  to  them,  the 
ramifications,  which  were  then  of  a  deep 
crimfon,  were  difplayed  on  a  dark  purple 
ground  ;  but  after  the  legs  had  been  rubbed 
a  few  feconds,  the  ground  became  white,  and 
the  branches  of  a  pale  pink. 

May  it  not  be  fup po fed,  from  the  above 
appearances,  that  the  blood  velfels  of  the 
limbs  had  fo  far  loft  their  contractile  power, 
in  confequence  of  the  exceflive  adtion  pro¬ 
duced  immediately  before,  by  the  violence  of 
the  ftimulus  which  had  been  applied,  that 
the  arteries  were  no  longer  able  to  protrude 
the  blood  ;  but  remaining  inadtive,  or  nearly 
fo,  buffered  the  blood  to  pafs  into  them, 

K  k  3  which 


502  A  P  P  E  N  1)  I  X. 

which  required  the  aid  of  friftion,  to  urge 
it  back  through  the  veins  to  the  heart? 
That  the  cleftric  fluid  afts  as  a  IHmulus  up¬ 
on  the  animal  fyllem,  mud:,  I  believe,  be 
allowed  ;  but  that  us  dimulating  effects  are 
more  tranfient,  and  the  lucc'cediim  date  of 

7  o 

debility  confequently  more  rapidly  produced, 
than  what  refults  from  the  application  ol  any 
other  known  ftimulus,  mud,  I  think,  be  alio 
allowed.  Strongly  illuflrative  of  this  were 
the  effefts  which  followed  the  application  of 
eleftricity  to  a  youth,  who  was  drowned  ; 
he  had  been  under  water  upwards  of  one 
hour,  and  two  hours  more  had  been  (pent  in 
fruitlefsly  attempting  to  procure  his  recovery. 
At  this  time  I  faw  him,  and  having  in  my 
pocket  a  portable  electrical  machine,  I  was 
induced  to  make  trial  of  the  e  Hefts  of  eleftri¬ 
city  ;  as  foon  therefore  as  a  final  1  charge  of 
the  phial  was  fuppofed  to  be  procured,  I, 
to  try  the  flrength  of  the  charge,  took  the 
fhock,  making  one  arm  ol  the  youth  a  part 
o!  the  circuit  made  by  the  elcftrical  fluid; 
the  fhock  to  me  was  trivial,  but  its  effects 
on  the  arm  o[  the  corpfe  furprized  me ;  for 
the  arm,  hand  and  fingers,  \#hich  were  ex¬ 
tended. 
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tended,  were,  as  if  convulfively,  bent  at 
every  joint ;  the  difcharge  of  the  phial  was 
repeated,  but  with  much  lefs  effieft ;  and  by 
a  third  difcharge,  fcarcely  any  fenfibie  ef¬ 
fects  were  produced  ;  nor  after  this  could 
any  alteration  be  difcovered,  although  feve- 
ral  much  ftronger  charges  were  made  to  pafs 
through  the  arm.  The  quantity  of  irrita¬ 
bility,  therefore,  which  had  been  fo  ftrongly 
retained  for  upwards  of  three  hours  after 
death,  was,  by  three  difcharges  of  the  phial, 
exhaufled  in  as  many  minutes. 


CASE. 

» 

A  man  about  forty-five  years  of  age, 
applied  to  me  on  account  of  a  trilling  hurt 
on  his  fhin,  obferving,  that  he  had  been  but 
too  liable  to  fuch  accidents,  fince  he  had  had 
the  misfortune  to  lofe  his  fight.  On  afking 
him  the  caufe  of  his  blindnefs,  he  informed 

t 

me,  that  about  feven  months  before,  he  had 
been  fent  one  ftormy  night,  by  his  mafter,  a 
farmer  at  Edmonton,  to  houfe  fome  cattle; 

and 
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and  that  whilfi  he  was  in  the  field,  a  flafh  of 
lightning,  of  amazing  brightnefs,  came  acrofs 
his  face,  and  at  the  fame  inflant  he  heard  a 
loud  clap  of  thunder  ;  that  he  was  (truck 
down,  and  unable  to  rife  for  fome  feconds, 
but  was  not  deprived  of  his  fenfes  in  the 
lead  ;  that  he  immediately  felt  exceffive  pain 
in  his  eyes,  which,  however,  foon  went 
oft  ;  but  that  he  had  ever  fince  been  entire¬ 
ly  deprived  of  his  fight.  Never  having  had 
an  opportunity  of  examining  the  eyes  of 
any  one,  who  had  been  faid  to  have  been 
flricken  blind  by  lightning,  I  delired  him  to 
let  me  examine  his  eyes,  to  which  he  readily 
confented.  The  eyelkls  were  very  clofely 
fhut,  and  had  rather  the  appearance  of  a  flat, 
than  a  convex  fur  face,  which  induced  me  to 
expert  I  fhould  find  the  eyes  themfelves  con- 
fiderably  lefiened  in  their  dimenfions,  if  not 
totally  deflroyed.  After  feveral  unfucceff- 
fill  attempts  to  force  open  the  eyelids,  I  was 
fo  entirely  foiled,  that  I  fhould  have  defifled, 
had  not  the  man  himfelf  anxioufly  preffed 
me  to  make  another  trial  ;  I  therefore 
renewed  my  endeavours,  and  at  length 
forced  them  open  fo  far  that  I  could  dif- 

ti  nelly 
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tinftly  perceive  the  eye  hill  retained  its  na¬ 
tural  figure,  and  that  the  cornea  was  hill 
bright  and  tranfparent,  but  the  pupil  was 
exceedingly  contraded.  The  moment  the 
eyelids  were  railed  from  before  the  pu¬ 
pil,  he  cried  out  in  eefiafy  that  he  faw  the 
light;  but  added,  that  it  gave  him  fuch 
acute  pain  that  he  could  not  bear  it  any 
longer,  and  begged  that  the  eyelid  might  be 
buffered  to  dole;  he  had  been,  he  faid,  a 
blaze  of  light,  as  bright  as  that  which  had 
firlt  deftroyed  his  fight.  After  reffing  a  few 
minutes,  he  intreated  me  to  force  them  open 
again,  that  he  might  once  more  fee  the 
light;  I  therefore  again  repeated  my  at¬ 
tempts,  and  with  fill!  greater  fuccefs,  as  I 
now  opened  them  wider,  with  lefs  force, 
than  I  had  before  been  obliged  to  employ. 
The  contraftion  of  the  eyelids,  which  im¬ 
mediately  fucceeded,  feemed  alfo  to  be  lefs 
violent ;  but  he  could  not  yet  diflinguifh 
any  particular  objeQ,  owing  to  the  anguilh 
he  felt  as  boon  as  the  light  darted  on  the  re¬ 
tina  ;  nor  was  it  until  this  troublefome  ope¬ 
ration  had  been  repeated  feven  or  eight 
times,  that  he  could  diftinguifh  the  frame  of 

the 
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the  window.  The  contraction  of  the  eye¬ 
lids  being  much  leflened,  and  a  (light  inflam¬ 
mation  of  each  eve  having  come  on,  we, 
for  that  time,  defifted  from  any  further  ef¬ 
forts.  d  he  eyes  were  ordered  to  be  con- 

¥ 

Handy  bathed  with  cold  water,  and  as  the 
violence  of  the  fpafm  was  evidently  lellened, 
by  the  application  of  external  force,  he  was 
recommended  to  force  them  open  two  or 
three  times  in  the  remaining  part  of  that 
day. 

When  I  law  him  the  next  day,  the  inflam¬ 
mation  was  much  lellened,  and  vifion  was 
tolerably  diflinCt,  and  accompanied  with 
confiderably  lefs  pain  ;  the  difpofition  in 
the  eyelids  to  contraft,  was  alio  fo  much 

J 

leflened,  that  very  little  external  force  was 
necelfary  to  open  them.  In  two  or  three 
days  more,  he  had  recovered  the  free  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  eyelids,  and  excepting  an  ex- 
cefhve  fenfibility  of  the  retina,  which  {fill 
remained,  was  without  complaint. 

It  feems  as  if  the  exceffive  brightnefs  and 
ludden  fiafh  of  the  lightning,  had  brought  on 

fo 
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fo  llrong  a  contra&ion  of  the  orbiculares 
palpebrarum,  that  it  ended  in  a  fpafm  of 
thole  mufcles,  which  fpafm  continued  until 
overcome  by  external  force. 


An  Account  of  fevered  Phenomena ,  which  oc¬ 
curred  upon  opening  the  Body  of  a  Female  In¬ 
fant  of  premature  Birth ,  who  died  a  few 
Hours  after  Delivery ,  by  T.  Pole,  Surgeon , 
F.  M.  S.  to  which  is  annexed  an  Engraving 
of  the  Uterus . 

Read  September  22,  1788. 

% 

I  WAS  induced  to  open  the  body  of  this 
infant,  from  obferving  an  unufual  en¬ 
largement  in  the  region  of  the  liver,  which 
vifeus  proved  to  be  confiderably  larger  than 
is  ulual  even  in  the  fcetal  Rate.  In  examin¬ 
ing  the  other  abdominal  vifeera,  I  found 
but  one  kidney,  and  that  on  the  right  fide  ; 
and  in  the  place  of  the  left  was  found  the 
capfula  renalis.  Looking  into  the  pelvis,  I 
alfo  obferved  a  lufus  naturae  of  the  uterus 

and 
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and  appendages;  the  uterus  itfelf  war  of  a 
conical  figure  with  its  apex  incurvated  to¬ 
ward  the  right  fide;  and  immediately  from 
the  apex  arofe  the  right  fallopian  tube, 
about  its  natural  proportion  and  figure  :  the 
ovarium  was  alfo  on  that  fide  attached  to 
the  uterus,  near  its  apex.  The  left  fallo¬ 
pian  tube  arofe  from  the  inferior  part  of 
the  cervix  uteri,  and  was  near'y  twice  ic 
length  of  the  other;  the  ovarium  at  .at 
fide  was  at  a  very  confiderable  di  fiance  bom 
the  uterus.  Through  the  right  fallopian 
tube  quickfilver  palled  freely  into  the  atei  us, 
but  not  through  the  left. 


% 


V  XPLA  NATION  of  the  P  L  A  T  E. 

A.  The  uterus. 

B.  Os  uteri. 

C.  A  portion  of  the  vagina. 

D.  The  right  fallopian  tube. 

E.  7  he  left  fallopian  tube. 

F.  The  left  ovarium. 

G.  7  he  right  ovarium. 

H.  The  urinary  bladder. 


On 
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On  the  2.\th  of  September,  1787,  Mr.  James 
Hill  H  00 per,  Surgeon ,  and  one  of  the 
Secretaries  of  the  Medical  Society,  communi¬ 
cated  a  Cafe  of  an  Haemorrhage  from  an  Ulcer 
on  the  Penis . 

-  T - ,  aged  about  twenty-feven 

^  years,  had  been  taking  mercurials  of 
his  own  prefcribing,  for  a  month  before  he 
applied  to  me,  June  the  22d,  1787,  for  the 
cure  of  a  venereal  ulcer,  fituated  upon  the 
fuperior  part  of  the  glans  penis,  and  nearly 
the  fize  of  a  fixpence.  In  about  ten  minutes 
after  he  left  me,  he  was  obliged  to  return 
hallily,  in  confequence  of  a  very  confiderable 
haemorrhage  from  the  middle  of  the  ulcer, 
but  which  was  foon  flopped  by  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  lint  and  flour ;  in  the  evening  it  re¬ 
turned  with  great  violence,  and  being  my- 
felf  engaged,  and  my  affiflant  who  was  with 
him,  not  able  to  flop  the  haemorrhage,  Mr. 
holler  of  Broad-flreet,  was  fent  to,  who 


was 
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was  lo  obliging  as  to  attend  immediately  ; 
and  from  having  frequently  feen  the  good 
eff'eQs  of  the  lunar  cauftic  in  fimilar  cafes, 
very  jtidicioudy  applied  it  in  the  prelent, 
over  the  whole  furface  of  the  ulcer,  with 
apparent  good  effect  ;  as  the  haemorrhage 
was  reftrained  for  that  night,  and  the  two 
following  days  ;  on  the  third  it  returned 
(lightly,  but  on  the  fourth  very  violently. 
Mr.  Fofter  was  again  fent  to,  and  finding 
the  above  method  inefle&ual,  had  recourfe 
to  the  needle  and  ligature,  by  which  means 
he  lecured  the  bleeding  velfel,  whicli  re¬ 
mained  in  that  date  for  fome  days. 

The  patient  had  by  this  time  loft  a  very 
confiderable  quantity  of  blood,  confequently 
was  very  much  reduced  ;  we  therefore  gave 
him  the  decottion  of  bark,  wTith  elixir  of 
vitriol ;  but  on  the  2d  of  July,  another  very 
violent  haemorrhage  Came  on,  which  from 
his  now  emaciated  Hate,  threatened  a  fpeedy 
diflolution,  as  his  pulfe  was  fcarce  percepp 
tible. 


It 
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It  had  occurred  to  me  before,  to  make 
ufe  of  the  fpunge,  which,  however,  I  omitted, 
from  an  expectation  that  the  other  methods 
would  have  proved  fuccefsful ;  but  as  they 
did  not,  I  now  applied  a  piece  of  fponge, 
adapted  to  the  (ize  and  (hape  of  the  ulcer, 
which  was  by  this  time  much  encreafed ,  I 
then  poured  a  ftrong  folution  of  Vitr.  CceruL 
in  Aqua ,  upon  the  whole,  which  immediate¬ 
ly  flopped  the  haemorrhage. 

My  attention  was  next  called  to  check 
that  diffolved  flate  of  his  blood,  which  was 
evidently  the  caufe  of  his  repeated  bleed¬ 
ings  ;  for  which  purpofe  I  gave  him,  befide 
the  bark,  which  he  ft  ill  continued  the  ufe  of, 
one  mixture  with  the  Sal.  Abjinth .  and  an¬ 
other  with  a  fufiicient  quantity  of  Succ.  Li - 
mon .  to  produce  an  effervefcence  in  the  fto- 
mach  ;  and  on  the  following  day,  I  had  the 
fatisfaftion  to  find  my  patient  rather  better, 
without  the  leaft  appearance  of  haemorrhage. 
In  about  feven  days,  the  fponge  came  away 
without  any  pain,  and  left  a  clean  granu¬ 
lating  furface,  which  in  about  three  weeks 

perfeftly 
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pene&ly  healed,  without  any  further  un¬ 
favourable  fymptoin. 

He  continued  the  ufe  of  his  medicines 
about  ten  days,  and  is  now  perfectly  reftored 
to  his  health  and  friends. 


Two  Experiments  on  the  Mechanifm  of  Vomiting, 
Supplementary  to  a  Paper  lately  read  before  this 
Society  on  that  SubjcSl and  infer  ted  at  page 
250.  By  Mr.  jo h N  H A 1 G H T O N ,  Surgeon , 

F.M.S. 

Y  N  the  paper  which  I  had  lately  the 
^  honour  of  reading,  I  attempted  to  prove 
that  the  mechanifm  of  vomiting  was  inexpli¬ 
cable  from  any  force  inherent  in  the  ffomach : 
and  that  the  mod  violent  flimuli  when  ap¬ 
plied  to  it,  either  externally  or  internally 
were  inefficient  to  produce  a  regurgitation 
of  its  contents,  without  the  concurring  efforts 
of  the  diaphragm  and  abdominal  mufcles. 

It  would  have  been  then  in  order  to  in- 
mquire  whether  the  a  1T1  fiance  vhfch  the 

diaphragm 
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diaphragm  and  abdominal  mufcles  afforded, 
was  equal  to  this  effect  without  the  flomach : 
and  whether  in  the  affair  of  vomiting,  this 
vifcus  be  confidered  only  as  a  paffive  organ, 
as  has  been  argued  by  Bayle,  Chirac,  and 
Duverney :  but  my  attention  was  at  that 
time  diverted  from  this  inquiry  by  the  inter¬ 
vention  of  other  purfuits. 

While  I  was  engaged  on  a  fubjeft,  which 
at  firft  feemed  but  little  allied  to  the  prefent, 
the  idea  fuggefted  itfelf.  Being  about  to  di¬ 
vide  the  par  vagum  of  a  living  animal,  I  was 
naturally  led  to  contemplate  its  diftribution; 
and  to  confider  in  how  great  a  degree  it  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  funflions  of  the  itomach ;  and 
likewife  what  changes  would  be  induced  upon 
that  organ  from  a  privation  of  its  influence. 

Experiment .  I  expofed  the  par  vagum  about 
the  middle  of  the  neck  of  a  dog,  and  having, 
by  careful  difleflion,  feparated  it  from  the 
carotid  artery  with  which  it  intimately  co¬ 
heres,  I  cut  it  through.  The  fame  was  pe.- 
formed  on  the  oppofite  fide.  A  very  vioient 
and  diftreffing  ficknefs,  immediately  enfued, 
Vol,  II.  L 1  great 
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great  refllefslefs,  frequent  and  violent  efforts 
to  vomit  very  foon  fupervened,  though  no 
emetic  had  been  given.  During  thefe  efforts, 
the  abdominal  mufcles  feemed  to  aft  with 
great  force ;  and  notwithflanding  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  them  for  upwards  of  two  hours, 
nothing  was  difeharged.  In  a  few  hours 
afterward  he  died. 

Upon  examining  the  ftomach,  it  contained 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  food  which  had 
been  taken  about  an  hour  before  the  experi¬ 
ment. 

As  the  naufea,  which  in  this  inflance 

i 

feemed  to  be  the  natural  confequence  of  the 
experiment,  was  infufficient  to  produce 
vomiting :  I  wifhed  to  afeertain  how  far 
the  torpor  which  had  been  induced  upon 
this  organ  by  the  divifion  of  its  nerves  could 
be  fufpended ;  and  whether  the  violent  naufea 
(which  had  in  this  inflance  been  attended 
with  fruitlefs  attempts  to  vomit,)  could  be 
carried  into  effeft  by  the  flimulus  of  an  aftive 
emetic. 


Expe- 
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Experiment .  Having  divided  the  par  vagum 
of  another  dog  in  the  manner  defcribed  in 
the  laft  experiment,  ten  grains  of  Emetic 
Tartar,  diflolved  in  two  ounces  of  water,  were 
immediately  forced  into  his  ftomach.  The 
fame  reftlefsnefs  and  naufea  enfued,  but  ne¬ 
ver  difcharged  any  thing  from  the  ftomach, 
although  frequent  attempts  were  made  :  at 
length  a  dyfpncea  fupervened,  and  in  about 
eight  hours  he  died. 

On  examining  the  ftomach,  its  internal 
coat  was  very  much  inflamed  at  its  right 
extremity,  and  about  half  a  pint  of  reddifh 
coloured  fluid,  tinged  with  blood,  was  con¬ 
tained  in  it* 

From  the  experiments  made,  both  in  this 
and  in  the  preceding  part  of  the  paper,  with 
a  view  to  explain  the  mechanifm  of  vomit* 
ing,  the  following  conclufions  are  deduced. 

Firjl.  That  the  ftomach,  though  excited 
by  powerful  ftimuli,  is  unable  to  difcharge 
its  contents,  if  the  afliftance  of  the  diaphragm 
and  abdominal  mufcles  be  taken  away. 

L  1  2  Second \ 
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Second .  That  the  moff  vigorous  exertions 
of  the  diaphragm  and  abdominal  mufcles, 
unaided  by  efforts  of  the  ffomach,  are  equally 
futile.  And 

Third.  That  vomiting  can  only  be  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  concurrence  ol  them  both. 


The  Hi/ lory  of  Hydatids *  dif charged  with  the  ' 
Urine ,  communicated  by  Feilding  Best 
Fynney,  Ffq.  of  Leek ,  Surgeon ,  a  fid  C.  M.  S. 

Read  November  gd,  1788. 

ABOUT  eighteen  years  ago,  I  tapped 
Sarah,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Rowley,  of 
Ipftones,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  and  took 
from  her  nineteen  pints  of  water  ;  ever  fince 
which  time,  (he  hath  enjoyed  a  tolerable 
ffate  of  health,  having  never  had  the  leaft 
appearance  of  a  return  of  the  afeites  ;  till 
on  Tuefday,  April  29th,  1788,  her  hufband 

*  Some  of  thefe  hydatids  were  font  to  the  Medical  So¬ 
ciety,  which  appeared  exa81y  fimilar  to  thofe  defeated  and 
figured  at  page  32  of  this  Volume. 

>  came 
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came  and  informed  me,  that,  on  Sunday  the 
27th,  {he  was  fenfible  of  a  fenfation,  as  though 
fomething  fnapped  (to  ufe  her  own  expreffion) 
within  her  belly,  about  the  region  of  the 
bladder;  that,  foon  after,  (he  had  a  difficulty 
of  parting  with  her  water,  which  was  tinged 
with  blood,  with  fubdances  from  the  fize  of 
a  pea  to  that  of  a  duck’s  egg,  (the  larged 
fizes  being  burd)  but  without  (hells,  and 
fimilar  to  wind-eggs,  floating  in  it,  which  I 
told  him  were  hydatids.  The  next  day,  he 
fent  me  a  few,  and  the  day  following  (May 
iff)  I  vifited  her,  on  which  day,  (he  had 
parted  with  fome  of  the  larged  fizes,  and,  on 
the  fucceeding  day,  with  two ;  fince  which* 
none  have  pafled,  but  ffie  hath  been  in  exceed¬ 
ing  great  pain ;  hath  frequently  parted  with 
her  urine  in  (mail  quantities,  condantly  of  a 
deep  coffee-colour,  and,  as  it  were,  by  a 
fpafm  upon  her  bladder ;  for  no  fooner  an 
inclination  to  pals  urine  came  on,  than  it 
gufhed  involuntarily  away  from  her. 

On  Monday,  May  12th,  I  vifited  her, 
pafled  the  catheter,  and  brought  away  about 
four  ounces  of  turbid  urine,  with  fome  pus, 

L  1  3  and 
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and  a  little  gravel,  by  which  (lie  was  mucli 
relieved. 

I  intended,  on  the  fucceeding  day,  May 
13th,  to  have  cleanfed  her  bladder,  by  alter¬ 
nately  injefting  a  balfamic  and  detergent, 
wafh  with  a  fyringe,  and  as  often  drawing  it 
off  with  a  catheter  ;  but,  from  that  time,  (he 
would  neither  take  any  medicine,  nor  fuffer 
any  thing  to  be  done  to  the  part,  but  lan- 
guilhed  till  the  22d,  when  (he  died, 

It  is  probable  that  the  fnapping,  ffie  was 
(o  very  fenfible  of,  might  be  occafioned  by 
the  burfiing  of  one  of  the  larger  cyffs  in  the 
bladder, 

1 

The  excruciating  pangs  (he  laboured  un^ 
der,  were  palliated,  during  my  attendance, 
by  anodynes,  aperients,  and  diuretics. 

It  may  be  neceflary  to  mention,  that  fhe 
had  never  been  pregnant,  but  had  men- 

11  mated  regularly,  ever  fince  (he  was  tap¬ 
ped. 
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My  patients  being  numerous,  and  fitu- 
ated  at  a  great  diftance  from  each  other,  I 
had  not  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  per- 
miffion  to  open  the  body. 


FINIS. 


. 


DONATIONS 


T  O  T  H  E 


MEDICAL  SOCIETY, 

Since  the  Publication  of  the  firft  V olume. 


DONORS.  TITLES. 

Dr 9  Lettjom ,  /^ASSERII  Placentini  Anatomia. 

Highmori  Anatomia. 

Browne’s  Myographia  Nova. 
Laurentii  Opera. 

Valefii  Commentar;  inHippocrat: 
Cardanus  de  fanitate  tuenda. 

Zacuti  Lufitani  de  Medicorum  Hif- 
toria,  2  tom. 

Diemerbroeckii  Opera  omnia. 

Eabricii  ab  A^uapendente  Opera  om¬ 
nia. 

Riolani  Opera. 

Minfhaeo’s  Dictionary, 

Eriend  :  Hippocrates  de  morbis  popiu 
Janbus. 

Mauriceau  des  Accouchemens* 

Tuller  on  Eruptive  Fevers, 

Dr. 


522  Donations  to  the  Medical  Society. 
DONORS.  TITLES. 


Dr.  Lrltjom ,  DifTertationcs  &  Thefes  variae,  2  tom. 

Leeuwenhoeckii  Arcana  Naturae. 
Window’s  Expofition  Anatomique  du 
Corps  humain. 

De  Graafii  Opera. 

Lifter  de  fontibus  medicatis. 

Strother  on  Epidemic  Fevers. 
Arbuthnot  on  Aliments. 

Heifteri  Compendium  Anatomicum. 
Lobb  on  Fevers. 

Lifter  de  Humoribus. 

Cockburn  on  Gonorrhoea 

- on  Fluxes. 

- - on  Sea  Difeafcs  and  blced- 


ing. 

'Furner  on  Difeafes  of  the  Skin. 

Celfus  de  Medicina  ab  Almeloveen. 

Mr-.  Charles  Di/ly,  Rutty’s  Materia  Medica.  • 
(Bookfeller.)  Chalmers’s  Account  of 

the  Weather  and  Dif¬ 
eafes  in  South-Carolina. 

A1  ft  on’s  Le&ures  on  the 
Materia  Medica,  2  vols. 

Falconer’s  Remarks  on  the 
Influence  of  Climate, 

Situation,  Nature  of  the 
Country,  Population, 

&c. 

I  ulpii  Obfervationcs  Medic. 
Blackmore  on  Confumption. 


J)< .  Lettfomy 


y  nilidijjim . 


Dr . 


Donations  to  the  Medical  Society. 


523 


DONORS.  TITLES. 

Dr.  Lettfom ,  Blackmore  on  Gout. 

Cheyne  on  Health. 

Dover’s  Legacy. 

Lobb  on  painful  Diflempers. 

A  riche  Storehoufe  or  Treafurie  f ot 
the  Difeafed,  (black  letter.) 

Shaw's  Pra&ice  of  Phyfic. 

Van  Helmont’s  Ortus  Medicinae. 
Ramazzini  Opera. 

Allen’s  Synopfis,  2  vols. 

Duncan  on  theAbufeof  hot  LiquorSi 
Caftelli  Lexicon  Medicum. 

Dr,  Sims ,  Zweilflfer’s  Pharmacopoeia. 

Senac  de  reconditis  Febribus. 

Mead's  Monita  Medica. 

Phamacopoeia  Londinenfis.  qto. 
Pitcarnii  Elementa  Medicinae. 
Bibliotheca  Anatomica,  3  tom. 
Connor’s  DifTertationes  Medico-Phy- 
ficae, 

Havers’s  Ofteologia  nova. 

Dr.  Johnjlone  (W or-  Johnftone  on  Ganglions. 

cefler)  C.  M.  Johnftone’s  Account  of  Walton- 

W  ater. 

Needham  de  formato  Foetu, 

Entius  de  refpiratione. 

Dr.  Fothergill  (Bath)  Fothergill  on  Cheltenham  Waters. 

C.  M.  Tratls  on  fufpended  Animation. 

Dr.  Lettfom ,  Michaelis  ae  Heredia  Opera  omnia. 

Herculanus  de  Febribus. 

Chefneau  Obfervationes  Medicse. 
Drelincurtii  opufcula  Medica  omnia. 

Dr. 


524  Donations  to  the  Medical  Society, 

DONORS.  TITLES. 

Dr.  Lcttjom ,  Gulielmini  Opera  omnia,  2  tom. 

Praxeos  Maycrnianae  Syntagma. 

Home’s  Medical  Trafts. 

Dr.Anderfon  [C. M.)  Anderfon’s  Remarks  on  Evacuations. 

Dr.  Pulteney  (Bland-  Pulteney’s  General  View  ot  the  Lite 
ford)  C.  M.  and  Writings  of  Linnaeus. 

Dr.  Falconer  (Bath)  Gloxin  Obfervationes  Botanicae. 

C.  M. 

Mr.  Ramfden ,  Traftatus  Medicinales,  2  tom.  4  to. 

Dr.  Perfefl ,  C.  M.  Perfe£Ps  Seleft  Cafes  in  Infanity. 

■ - Cafes  in  Midwifery*,  2  vols. 

John  Nichols%  Efq.  Fothergill's  Account  of  the  Ulcerated 

Sore  Throats. 

Grant  on  Atrabilious  Temperament, 
and  Gout. 

Thoughts  on  the  Relaxation  of  human 
Bodies,  and  Mif-application  of  the 
Bark,  in  that  and  fome  other  Cafes. 

Cadogan  on  the  Gout  and  all  chronic 
Difcafes. 

Simmons’s  Tranflation  of  an  AccouiU 
ot  the  Taenia. 

Wallis  on  injudicious  Bleeding  in 
Pregnancy. 

Layard’s  Pharmacopoeia  in  uf.  Nofo- 
com.  Middlefexiae. 

Butter  on  the  Infantile  remittent  Fe¬ 
ver. 

Magellan  ou  Artificial  Mineral  Wa¬ 
ters. 

Griffith  on  Hcftic  Fever  and  Pulmo¬ 
nary  Confunipnun. 

Dr, 


Donations  to  the  Medical  Society .  525 


DONORS. 

J.  Nichols,  Efq. 

TITLES. 

Gulftonian  Le&ures  on  Dyfpnoea, 
Pleurify,  Peripneumony,  and  Pul¬ 
monary  Confumption. 

Curtis’s  Entomology,  tranflated  from 
the  Fundamenta  Entomologiae  of 
Linnaeus. 

Ranby’s  Appendix  to  the  Narrative  of 
Lord  Orford’s  Illnefs. 

Dr.  Ruffel’s  Letter  to  Mr.  Bigg. 

Jurin’s  Reply  to  Robin’s  Remarks 
on  Eleftricity. 

White’s  Obfervations  on  the  Manage¬ 
ment  of  Children  at  their  Birth, 
being  an  Appendix  to  the  fecond 
Edition  ol  White’s  Treatife  on  the 
Management  of  Pregnant  and  Ly¬ 
ing-in  Women. 

Dr.  W.  Cuming ,  Paracelfi  Opera,  3  tom. 

C*  M.  (Dorchefterj  I.  B.  Van  Helmontii  Opera. 

Fabricii  ab  Aquapendente  Opera  om- 


Dr ,  Lcttfom • 

nia  Chirurg. 

Leeuwenhoeckii  Opera  omnia,  4  tom. 

Zwellfferus  in  Pharmacopaeiam  Au- 
gu  ft  an  am. 

V  an  Doeveren  Oblervationum  Acade- 
micarum  Specimina. 

Weeckeri  Medicinae  Syntaxes. 

Fallopii  Opera  omnia. 

Platerus  de  ftru&ura  et  ufu  Corporis. 

Flamilton’s  Regimental  Surgeon. 

Edwards  on  Metals,  (from  the  Spa* 
nilh.) 

Mr • 

l 
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J.  Nichols ,  Ef(|.  Seventeen  Volumes  on  Medical  and 

other  Subje&s,  MS.  from  the  Year 
1647  to  1667,  i2mo. 

Mr,  Clough ,  Tolet’s  Treatife  on  Lithotomy. 

Dover's  Laft  Legacy. 

Le  Drans  Operations.  (French.) 
Mead's  Medical  Precepts. 

Clare’s  Elfay  on  the  Cure  of  AbfcefTes 
by  Cauftic. 

Pringle’s  Obf.  on  the  Hofpital  and 
Jail  Fevers. 

De*  Cartes’s  Works. 

Gataker  on  Nightlhade. 

Swift  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 
Smith’s  Philofophy  of  Phyfic. 

- Philofophical  Enquiries. 

Douglas  on  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 

- - - Lateral  Operation. 

Lc  Pcyres  Enquiry. 

Grew’s  Anatomy  of  Plants. 

Batt’s  Oratio  Harveiana. 

Bellofte's  Hofpital  Surgery,  2  vols# 
Boulton’s  Surgery. 

Dioni’s  Surgery. 

Ancient  Phyfician’s  Legacy. 
Phyfician’s  Vade  Mecum. 

Dr.Anderfon .  C.  M.  Andcrfon’s  Remarks  on  Evacuations. 
Dr.  Lettfom .  ONE  HUNDRED  POUNDS,  to  be 

laid  out  in  the  Purchafc  of  Books. 
Mr.  Hooper .  TEN  POUNDS,  to  be  laid  out  in  the 

Purchafc  of  Books. 

Dr. 
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Dr .  Lcttfcrrii  Cadius  Aurelianus  (apud  Wetftenios) 

Bckrens  de  Sanitate. 

Veflingii  Syntagma. 

Kacmpferi  Amaenitates  Exotica?. 

35  Pamphlets. 

Mr.  Church,  Cocckii  Scriptores  Chirurgici  Graecq 

Dr.  Farr,  C.  M.  Farr’s  Elements  of  Medical  Jurifpru- 

dence. 

C.JVhite,  Efq.  F.R.S.  White  on  the  Management  of  Preg- 
and  C.  M.  nant  and  Lying-in  Women. 

(Manchefter.)  White’s  Enquiry  into  the  Nature  of 

the  Swelling  of  the  Extremities, 
happening  to  Lying-in  Women. 

Dr.  Kirkland.  C.M.  Kirkland’s  Enquiry  into  the  prefent 

State  of  Medical  Surgery. 

- ’s  Treatife  on  Childbed  Fevers. 

Mr.  Szvain,  C.  M.  Baglivii  Opera. 

(Mitcham)  Boerhaave  de  Viribus  Medicamen- 

torum. 

Severini  Pinaei  opufcula. 

Lommius  de  Febribus. 

Goris  de  Lue  Venerea. 

Pitcarnii  Elementa  Medicinae. 

Lifter  de  Humoribus. 

Praxeos  Mayernianae  Syntagma. 

Harris  de  Morbis  acutis  infantum. 
Schmitzii  Medicinae  Compendium. 
Boerhaavii  de  Cog.  &  Cur.  Morb. 

Aphorifmi,  2  fets. 

Whartonii  Adenographia. 

Sydenham  Procelfus  integri. 

Boerhaave  de  Materia  Medica, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Swain ,  C.  M. 
(Mitcham) 


TITLES. 

Highmori  Exercitationes  due. 

Dc  Graaf  de  Succo  Pancrcatico. 
Charleton  de  CEconomia  Animalis. 
Bayfield  Exercitationes  Anatomies. 
Boerhaavii  Inftitutiones  Medice. 
Severinus  Pineus  dc  Nods  Virgini- 
tatis. 

Bonaciolus  de  Foetus  Conformatione 
De  le  Boe  Sylvii  Opera. 

Roderici  a  Cailro  de  Morbis  Mulie- 
bribus. 

Willifii  Pharmaceutice  Rationalis. 
Renodei  Inftitutiones  Pharmaceutics 
Pitcarnii  Diflertationes  Mcdice. 

Mylii  Antidotarii  Medico-Chymici. 
Diemerbroeckii  Anatome. 

Dolaei  Encyclopedia. 

Fernelii  Ratio  Medendi. 

Sennertus  de  Febribus. 

Sennerti  Medicina  pra&ica. 

Sennerti  Inflitutiones  Medicine. 
Morton  de  Morbis  acutis  Univerfali- 
bus. 

Morton  de  Febribus  Inflammatoriis 
Univerfalibus. 

Rondeletii  Operi  Omnia 
Zacuti  Lufitani  Mirabilia  &  Mon* 
flrofa. 

Crollii  Bafilica  Chymica. 

Plateri  Obfervationes  Medics. 
Strotheri  Pharmacopoeia  praQica. 

Mjvow 

4 
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Mr.  Swain,  C.  M.  Mayow  de  Refpiratione,  motu  Muf- 
f  Mitcham).  culari,  Vortice  Aereo,  Rachitide* 

Refpiratione  Faetus  in  utero  & 
ovo,  &c. 

Carrs  Epiftolse  Medicinales,  Variis 
Occafionibus  confcriptae. 

Diofcoridis  Opera,  Gr.  &  Lat. 

Riverii  Inflitutiones  Medicins. 

Cole  de  Febribus. 

Pecquet  de  receptaculo  Chyli  &  Va* 
fis  la&eis. 

Malpighius  de  ftru&ura  Vicerum. 

Needham  de  formato  Foetu. 

Stockeri  Praxis  Aurea. 

Primerofius  de  vulgi  erroribus  in 
Medicina. 

Craanen  Obfervationes  Medics. 

Suiceri  Compendium. 

Mr.  Barton t  An  engraved  Copper  Plate  of  a  Blank 

(Engraver.)  Letter  of  Thanks  to  Correfponding 

Members  for  Communications 

Dr.  Lettfom ,  .  Guntheri  de  Tumoribus  humani  Cor¬ 

poris. 

Vigon’s  Surgery. 

Wirtzurg  Praxis  Medians  Univer* 
falis. 

Englifh  Herbal*  &c.* 

Gafparis  Bravo  Refolutiones  Medi¬ 
cs. 

Les  CEuvres  d’Ambrofe  Pare^ 

Fallopii  Op.  omnia. 

M  m 


Vol.  II* 


Hoffmanni 
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Dr .  l/ttfom.  Hoffmanni  Op.  omnia.  Folio,  8  torn. 

Ramazzini  Op.  omn.  . 

Garden  of  Health,  by  Langhorn. 

Van  Helmont.  Ortas  Medicimx. 

*  M.  Hillerus  de  Plantis  Biblicis. 

Valentini  Praxis  Medicinac  Infallibi- 
lis. 

Cole’s  Hiftory  of  Plants. 

Schneider  de  Morbis  Capitis. 

Angeli  Sake  Op.  omn. 

Caftle  of  Health. 

Cogan  on  Health. 

Treatife  of  Urines,  by  T.  H. 

J.  C.  Lozi'ddl ,  Efq.  Curtis’s  FLORA  LONDINEN- 

SIS,  VoL  I. 

Dr.  Schaffer  ( C.M.)  Topographia  Medica  Regenfpurgen- 

f»s,  per  Ja.  Ch.  Gott.  SchacfTer, 
M.  D.  See. 

•  / 

Dr,  Sims.  Conftantini  Africani  Opera. 

Dr.AnderJon  ( C.M.)  Anderfon’s  EfTay  on  Evacuations, 

2d  Edition. 

Mr.  Robert  Young.  Young’s  EfTay  on  the  Powers  and 

Mochanifra  of  Nature. 

Dr.  licoper*  An  Oration  delivered  before  the  Me¬ 

dical  Society,  at  their  Anniverfary- 
Meeting,  &c.  by  Dr.  Hooper. 

Dr.  Hamilton ,  C.M.  Hamilton’s  EfTay  on  the  Duties  of  a 

(Ipfwich.)  Regimental  Surgeon,  (latcfl  Edit.) 

2  vols. 

Dr.  AJh,  A  Topographical  Chart  of  Spa  and 

its  Environs. 


An 
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*  % 

Dr.  Lcttfom.  An  Emblematical  carved  Figure  of 


Dr,  Black , 

the  iEFcul apian  Baton,  to  be  ufed 
as  a  Mace,  at  the  Meetings  ol  the 
Society. 

Black’s  Comparative  View  of  the 
Mortality  of  the  human  Species. 

Dr,  Falconer  (Bath)  Falconer’s  EfTay  on  Bath  Waters, 

2  vols. 


Dr,  Lcttfom • 

A  Difcourfe  of  the  State  of  Health  in 
the  Ifland  of  Jamaica,  by  Thomas 
Trapham,  1679. 

Vitas  Illuitrium  Medicorum,  Auftore 
Petro  Caftellano. 

Andr.  Ottoman  Goeliche  Hiftoria 
Medicinae  Univerfalis. 

Thomas  Bartholini  de  Luce  Anima- 
lium. 

Aurelii  Cornel.  Celfi,  de  Re  Medica. 

Thomae  Bartholini  Cifta  Medica. 

Thomas  Bartholini  de  Medicina. 

N 

The  Haven  of  Health,  by  Thomas 
Cogan,  1584. 

Severino  de  Monzambano  de  Statutu 
Imperii  Germanici.  k 

Jr  ■  .  1 

Hydrologia  Chymica,  or  the  Chemi-  * 

.'tj.  * 

cal  Anatomy  of  Scarborough,  and 
other  Spas  in  Yorklhire,  by  Wm. 
Simpfon,  1699.  ...  ^ 

Bath  Memoirs,  or,  Obfervations  at 
the  Bath  on  its  Cures,  by  Robert 
Price. 

Mm2 


Gales’s 
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J)r.  Lt/fjom.  Gales’s  Chirurgery. 

Lconardi  Botalli  Opera  omnia. 

Severinus  Fugalcnus  de  Scorbuto. 

Barchufen  Hift.  Mcdicinae. 

The  Nature  and  Cures  of  V  luxes,  hy 
Wm.  Cockburn. 

A£luarii  dc  Urinis. 

Salluflius  Min-ellii. 

Paterculis  Hiftoria  Romana. 

The  Complcat  Englilh  Phyfician,  or 
the  Druggifl's-Shop  opened,  by 
Wm.  Salmon,  1693. 

Paynell’s  Regimen  ot  Health. 

Nova  VifionisTheoria,  per  G.  Briggs, 

Obfervationes  Theodori  Craanen. 

Theophrafti  Paracel fi  Philofophiac  & 
Medicinae  Compendium. 

J<sh-  Wallaei  Opera  Medica  omnia. 

Gualteri  Charletoni  CEconomia  Ani- 
malis. 

Petri  Morelli  Mcthodus  Pracfcribendi 
Formulas. 

Hippocratis  Magni  Aphorifmi. 

Brunonis  Scdelii  Liber. 

Matthaci  Martini  de  Morbis  Mefcn- 
terii  Abllrurioribus. 

Joh.  Swammerdami  dc  Rcfpirationc. 

Pyralogia  Mimica,  or  an  anfwer  to 
W.  Simpfon.by  Rob.Wfttie,  1699. 

Spadacrene  ;  hoc  elf  Fons  Spadanus 
^b  Plenricqab  Fleers. 

PcRi 
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Dr.  Lettfom ,  Petri  Morel li  Methodus  Prasfcribendi 

Formulas. 

Tra&atus  de  Ventriculo  &  Interims, 

*  a  Francifco  GlifTonio. 

Opera  contra  Medici  Putaticii  Ratio- 
nali  Del  Signior  Zeffiriele  Thomafe 

JD.  Chriliiani  Vateri  Phyfica  Experi- 
mentalis  Syflematica. 

Philippi  Cluverii,  IntroduFtio  in  Uni- 
verfam  Geographiam,  Quarto. 

Thomas  Willifii  Opera  omnia. 

Traite  des  Maladies  de  L’CEil,  See. 
par  M.  Antoine  Maitre, 

Theatrum  Anatomicum  Carpari  Bau- 
hini. 

Corporis  Humani  Anatomia,  a  Philip- 
po  Ver  Heyen. 

Antidotarum  Generale  &  Speciale,  a 
Joan.  Jac.  Weckero. 

Joan.  Fernelii  Univerfa  Medicina 

Thomas  Guidotti  de  Thermis  Britta- 
nicis  Traclatus. 

Archibaldi  Pitcarni  DifTertationes  Me- 
dicae. 

Joh.  Henrici  Pott’s  Obfervationem  & 
Animadver.  Chym  caium. 

s 

Joh.  Nichol.  Pechlini  Obfervationum 
phyfico  Medicarum. 

Guerneri  Rolfincii  Dinertat.  Arato- 
micae. 

Joh.  Alphon,  Borellus.de  Vi  percufli- 
onis  &  Motion.  Natural. 

Petri 


i 
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Dr.  Ldtjom. 

Petri  Paaw  Succentarius  Anatomicus. 
Job.  Conradi  Peycri  Merycologia. 
Jacobi  Primerofii  dc  Febribus. 

Matcrics  Mcdica  Davide  dc  Gorter 
Aurelii  Cornelii  Celfi  de  Rc  Me- 
dica. 

Hermanni  Conringii  dc  Hcrmetica 
yEgyptionim. 

Renatus  des  Cartes  de  Horn  in.  Figu- 

ris. 

Profp.  Alpini  dc  Mcdicina  Mcthodica 
Bertrucii  Colle&an.  Med. 

Gucrneri  Rolfincii  Ordo  &  Meth. 
Medicin.Spec.  Confultat. 

a 

Georg.  Wolfgangi  Wcdelii  de  Medi¬ 
cament.  Compofitione  Extemp. 

Job.  Vigierii  Opera  Mcdico-Chirur- 
gia.  * 

Gulielmi  Yandcn  Boflchc  Hiftoria 
Mcdica. 

De  Nutritionc  Foetus  in  Utero  Para- 

doxa,  Au£lore  Joanne  Claudio  la 
Courvec. 

• 

Joh.  Jonfii  de  Scriptoribus  Hiftoria: 
Philofophicae. 

Traftatus  de  Ventriculo  Sc  Inteftinis, 
Francifco  Gliflfonio. 

Joh.  Antonidae  Vander  Linden  Medi- 
cina  Phyfiologica. 

Cohesion  of  Pbilofophical  Confe¬ 
rences  of  the  Virtuofi  of  France. 

Shaw’s 
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Dr.  Ldtfom .  Shaw’s  Pra&ice  of  Phyfic,  2  vols. 

Drake's  Anatomy,  2  vols. 

Exercitationes  de  Morbis  Univerfali- 
bus  Acutis,  Richardo  Morton  Lond. 

1692 

De  Febribus  Univerfalibus  Inflamma- 
tor.  Richardo  Morton  1694 

De  Phthifi,  Richardo  Morton. 

N.  Robinfon  on  Confumptions. 

- —  New  Syflem  ot  the  Spleen  t 

Vapours, and Hypocondriac  Melan¬ 
choly. 

■ - New  Theory  of  Phyfic  and 

Difeafes. 

Le  Clerc’s  Hiftory  of  Phyfic. 

Ridley  de  Afthmate  &  Hydrophobia. 

Petri  Salii  de  Febr.  Peftilenti. 

Vitae  Germanorum  Medicorum,  a 
Melchior  Adamo. 

De  Arthritide,  a  Gulielmo  Mufgrave. 

De  Arthritide  Symptomatica. 

Wilfon’s  Chemiftry. 

Jacobi  Vercelloni  de  Pudendorum 
Morbis  &  Lue  Venerea. 

Joh.  Conr.  Barchulen  Collegia  Medi- 
cinae  Pra&icae. 

Fundamenta  Medicinae  Scriptoribus 
tarn  inter  Antiquos  quam  Recen- 
tiores. 

Exercitationes  Medicae Johanne  T abor. 

Elements  of  Phyfic,  by  Archibald  Pit- 

Pcd, 


cairn. 
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Dr.  Lettfom.  Pcd.  Diofcoridis  de  Curationibus 

Morborum. 

A  Phyfical  Vad£  Mccujn,  or  Fifth 
Gift  of  Thcophilus  Philanthropus. 

Aphorifmi  de  cognofcendis  &  curandis 
Morborum,  Hermanni  Boerhaave. 

Ditto,  another  Edit. 

Antonius  Sidorbe  de  Variolis  &  Mor- 
bijlis. 

Jof.  Mefuac  de  Re  Medica  Patifiis. 

The  Soldier’s  Vade  Mecum,  by  L.  A* 
Portius. 

Generation  dcs  Vers  dans  le  Corps  de 
l’Homme. 

De  Scorbuto,  Gualtero  Charleton. 

Wounds  of  the  Brain  proved  curable, 
by  James  Yonge. 

Cl.  C.  Bonteke  Metaphyfica  de  Mo- 
tu  &  CEconom.  Animal. 

A  Natural  Hiflory,  containing  not 
many  common  Obfei  vations,  by 
Sir  Thomas  Pope  Blunt. 

Chymia  Philofophica  Jacobo  Barnero. 

Joh.  Hen.  Scubrii  Pra?le£liones  de 
viribus  &  ufu  Medicamentis. 

Reg.  de  Graai  de  Mulierum  Organis, 

Prognofli corum  Hippocrat.  Lib.  Tres. 
cum  Claud.  Galeni  T'i  ibus  in  caf- 
dem  Comment. 

Marcelli  Donati  (5e  HPoria  Mode?. 

Joh.  Jacob.  Hilforia  Applec- 


ueorun 


Philii  pi 
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Dr.  Lettfom%  Philippi  Mulieri  Miracula  Chymica  & 


- 

Mylieria. 

De  Vifcerum  Stru&ura  Exercitatio 
Anatomica,  Marcelli  Malpighii. 

Pharmaceutica  Rationalis,  fi  veDiatribe, 
de  Medicament.  Operat.  Th.  Wil¬ 
lis. 

Francifci  Plazzoni  de  Partibus  Gene¬ 
ration!  infervientibus. 

Frederici  Dekkers  Exercitationes  Me¬ 
diae  Prafficaa 

Lindenius  Renovatus,  five  Job  Anton. 
Vander  Linden  de  Scriptis  Medicis. 

Aloifii  Mundellae  Epiltola:  Medici- 
nales. 

Quincy’s  Pnele&iones  Pharmaceu¬ 
tical. 

Commentarii  Academiae  Scientiarum 
Imperialis  Petropolitan.  8  Tom, 

Dr.  Fowler ,  C.  M.  Fowler’s  Medical  Reports  on  the  Ef- 
(Stafford.)  fefts  of  Tobacco  and  Arfenic. — 

2d.  Edit. 

The  Humane  Society .  Kite's  Effay  on  the  Recovery  of  the 


Dr.  Iberti ,  C.  M. 

Apparently  Dead. 

Iberti’s  Obfervations  Generaux  fur  lesj 

${r.  Smyth, 
frlr.  Turnbull \ 

Holpitaux, 

Diemerbrpeckii  Opera, 

Turnbull’s  Inquiry  into  the  Origin  of 
the  Venereal  Difeafe. 

Dr.  Ferris. 

\ 

Ferris’s  Differtation  on  Milk. 

— - Diflertatio  InauguraKsr,  See. 

Vol.  II. 

N  n  Dr% 
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Br.  Walhs, 

4 

Wallis’s  Edit,  of  Sydenham’s  Woks 

2  vols. 

*  •  -  on  the  Diforder  of  the  Eyes. 

' Mr.Mantcll ,  C.  M.  MantelPs  Dire&ions  for  the  Managc- 


y'  (Dover.) 

Mr*  Edwards , 
(Pcckham.) 

ment  of  Infants. 

Smellie’s  Anatomical  Tables,  with  Ex¬ 
planations,  and  an  Abridgment  of 
the  Praftice  of  Midwifery. 

Renati  Des-Carfes  OpcraPhilofophica. 
Mufaeum  Regalis  Societatis,  per  N. 
Grew,  M.  D. 

Renati  Des*Cartes  de  Homine. 

Mr,  JameJon , 

Dr.  Lctt[om> 

Mifcellanea  Curiofa,  Medico  Phyfica, 
Acadcmiae  Naturae  Curioforum,  five 
Ephemeridum  Medico-Phyficarum 
Gerraanicarum,  7  tom. 

Gazios  Florida  Corona,  ^to.  1500. 
Shebbeare’s  Praftice  of  Phyfic. 
Jamefon’s  Treutife  on  Diluents. 
Hiftoire  de  la  Societc  Iloyalc  de  Me? 
decin.  4  Tom. 

Dr.  Sims, 

Boeihaavii  Elementa  Chymiae,  2  Tom- 
Lipenii  Bibliotheca  Realis  Medica. 

Mr.  Haighton , 

Albinus’s  Anatomical  I  ables,withEx<- 

planatlons 

Academy  oj  Arts  and  Memoirs  of  the  American  Academy 
Sciences  in  America.  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  Vol.  I.* 


INDE  X. 


A 


A  Page 

DAIR,  Dr.  on  the  Treatment  of  Conflipation 


of  the  Bowels _ * . a . 23/ 

Abforption,  external,  of  Emetic  Tartar . 386 

- — — - - -  Arfenic.... . - _ 394 

Antimony,  EfFeft  of,  on  the  Stomach . *  - . 224 

Antiphlogiftic  Treatment  not  always  falutary  in  Con- 

fumptions . 295 

Ammoniacum,  Gum,  Experiment  on. . 321,328 

Atrophia  Laftantium,  by  Dr.  Walker . 43 

Afcaris  Lumbricoides,  Remarks  on,  by  Mr.  Church. .  .63 

Afafcetida,  Experiment  on . 322,  328 

Arfenic,  on  the  external  Abforption  of . 394 

- - Effeft  of . 224 

B 

Bayford,  Dr.  on  obftru£led  Deglutition . - . £7 1 

Benzoin,  Gum,  Experiments  on . 320 

Bifmuth,  Effects  of,  in  Palfy . - . 223 

Bleeding,  Cautions  on,  by  Dr.  Percival _ .•.-.292 

Bureau,  Mr.  on  the  Treatment  of  Ileus * . 1 - *22 7 

Camphor, 


INDEX. 

t 

I  c 

Camphor,  Remarks  on,  by  Dr.  Percival  -  - . 54 

•  -  by  Mr.  Chamberlaine . 317 

Calico  Shirt,  ftceped  in  Bark,  Ufe  of . 299 

Camphorated  Julep,  Remarks  on . 323 

Catheter,  Recount  of . *"339 

Cancers,  Observations  ou,  by  Mr.  Fearon . 473 

Church,  Mr.  on  the  Afoaris  Lumbricoides . 63 
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